
Decis10n No. ~~ 2.oj B 9 • 

} 
In the matter or the application of tho ) 
NORTR'.'JOES'rnRN PACIFIC RiJ:I...'qO.AD COMPANY } 
:Cor author1ty to close agency at Shively,) 
County ot Eumboldt, State of California. ) 

-----------------------------) 
R. W. Palmer, tor Applicant. 

Application No. 16177. 

E~rold G. Morehouse, for Residents of 
Shively, Protestants. 

BY TZE COnITSSrON: 

OPINION 
--~--- ......... 

In this proceeding Northwestern Facit1~ Railroad 

Comp@y :reCluests ,!:emission to close 1 ts agency at Shively, 

Humbold t COUll ty • 

A public hearing in this matter was held 'beto:re 

Examiner Gannon in Sh1vely, on ~anuar.r 28, 1930. 

Sh1ve17 is locatod on the main ~1ne ot the North­

western Pacific Railroad Company, 'between Willets and Eureka. 

The nearest agencies are South Fork, 8.3 miles south, and Scot1a» 

10.0 miles north. The r:lllroad, a.s well as the terri tory served 

by said station, , is located on the east side of' Eel River) while 

the etate Righway is located on the west side or the river. A 

county vehicular terry is' operated across the r1 ver to attord a 

connection 'between Shively and. the Sta.te R1Shwa-sr. At times or 

extreme high water the vehicular terry is out or service, thus 

cutting ott highway access to and from Shively and leav1ng the 

railroad as the only mean=~ or public transporta.tion. 

It is the conte~t1on or applicant that the amount ot 

business transacted at Sh1vely does not just1ty the expense ot 
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• 
maintaining an agent at th1s station. Revenues derived at this 

station tOI' the twelve-month period ending August 3l, 1929, are 

as tollows: 

Passenger t1~~kets sold by agent............... $Soe.oo 
carload"rre1~~t forwarded and 

received.................................... 659.00 
L.C.L. ~eiSht forwarded and 

r~ceived •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,064.00. 
ExpeXlSe or maintaining agent •••••••••••••••••• 1,810.11 

~pp11eant proposes, in the event this application is 

granted, to appoint a custodian to oare tor L.C.L.~eight, to 

keep the passenger ste. tion in oondi tion tor the use or :passengers. •. 

and to maintain, when neoessary, a 1'1re in the' waiting room. The 

representative ot tne Ra11way EXpress Agenoy testified that a 

resident express agent w1ll be appointed at Shively to oontinue 

to oare tor the express business. 

The abandonment, as :pro:poeed, was opposed by the oitizens 

of Shively on the ground that an agent was needed to handle, eXIre •• 

shipments, to oare tor I..C.L. treigh t and peris.hable sb1pm.en ts, 

and, turther.more, on account or the tact that at periOds ot high 

water in Eel River, the railroad was the only outlet tor the 

re$1dents or the Shively district. 

It is apparent trom the reoord here1n that the revenue 

!rOm the bUSiness at this station which requires ~e services or 

an agent does not in itself justify the ma1ntenance ot an agent. 

However, this is not the sole test. We must g1ve duo consider­

ation to other elements suoh as the resulting inoonvenience to· 

the public in the event the agency 18 discontinued. The evidence 

shows that the company has ind1cated its w1111ngc.ess to store 

I..C.L. sb1pmerL ts in the warehouse under lock EUld key and to appoint 

a oustod1an or the key, and to bave a representative keep the 

passenger sta1:ion in comfortable condition. carload shipments 



will be cared tor without delay or ser10us 1noonv~lence to the 

shipper and passengers will be able to secure their tickets t'X'Oln 

the train conductors. 

Wi th respect to expl"ess business, 1 t is planned to 

continue this se:rvioe thrOUgh the appointment or an aeent in this 

distr1ot. 

Arte~ earetully considering the evidence in .thi$ pro-
,;- ." 

ceelting, 1 t appea:::s to us the. t the 6.pp11 ca tion should be gran ted 

w1th the proviso that the pub11c be given the service reterred 

to above. 

ORDER 
~---~ 

Northwestern Paoific Railroad Company having made 

application to abandon its agency at Shively, HUmboldt County, a 

public bearing haV1ng been held and the matter being now ready 

tor decision, 

IT IS HERESY ORDERED that lll'rmission and authority 

be and it is hereby granted to Northwestern Pac1tic Railroad 

Comp~ to abandon 1ts agency at the stat10n or Shively, on its 

ma1n line 1n the County or Eumboldt, su.bject, however, to the 

follow1ng condit1ons: 

(l) A.pplicant sb.all continue the maintenanoe ot said 

station as a non~sency station. 

(2) Applicant shall store I..C.I.. rreight sbi:PID.ents 

1n the station build.ing, under lock and key, and o·hal.l appoint Co 

custodian at said station for the purpose o~ oaring ~or L. C. L. 

freight and., at such times as necessary, c.ustodian shall me. intain 

a ~ire in the wa,1 tins :room for the comfort of the ;pa. trollS on th-e: 



• 
line tor e. reasonable title prio:C' to the arr1val or paszenger 

tre,1:::l$ • 

(3) ) ... :pplicant sh:lll post notices at sa1d stat10n 

notifying the public of the removal of said agent tor at least 

ten (10) days before the agent is removed. 

The effective date or this order shall be twenty (20) 

days fran the date hereof. 

Dated. at San Francisco, ca11tornia~ this ff'..<,dq 

or FebruaryJ 1930. 

Como.1~:lo 1oner=. • 
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