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PEFORE TEE RAILROAD CQARMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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Tn the Matter of the Application UL g o e
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of SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for
authority to change its present
separate passenger and freight
train service on its Owenyo
3raach between Mojave and Owenyo
and to provide certain mixed and
local freieht train service in
lieu thereof.

Application No, 15803.
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H. W. Hobbs for Applicant.
7. H. Cameron for Inyo Chemical Compeny,
- Protestant. .

J. E. Sutlif? and Alex C. Krater, for Towa
of Independence snd Independence. Chamber
of Commerce, Prolestants.

Edward Uhlig, for Bishop Chamber of Commerce,
Protestant,

Harvey W. Guthrie, Dictrict Atlorney, for
Inyo County Board of Supervisors,

rotestent,

John Morris, for Lone Pine Chamber of

: Commerce, Proiestent.

L. J. Wiltfargz oné E. L. Birdlong, in proprie
persons, Protestants.

WZITSELL, CQEMISSIONER:

CPINION
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Tn this proceeding Southern Pacific Company requesis
authority to effect chazges in the present separete passenger and
freight service on 1ts Owenyo Branch between Mojave and Owenyo
vy providing certain mixed train and local freight train service 1in
lieu threreol. |

A public hearing was beld in this matter at Independence,,ﬁ
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. Inyo County.
' The existing service oa the Qwenyo Branch consists of
the following train operations:
Locel freight, Mojave to Owenyo, daily except Saturday,
Local freight, Oweayo to Mojave, daily except Sundaye.
Local frelght, Mojave to Searls, and return, dally except Mondey.
ssenger Txa _13 No. 88, Mojave to Owenyo, daily.'
.°aswenuer m*a n No. 89, Owenyo to Mojave, daily.
It is proposed to substitute for the above train, ‘the
following mixed and freight train service: '
Mixed train, Mojave to Owezyo, deily.
¥ixed train, Owenyo 1o MoJave, daily. .
Locel freight, Mojave Lo Searls, and retura, dally.
Local f*eisht, Qwenyo %o Cartago, and retura, delly.except Sundaye

It is proposed that the mixed tralin will haadle all local
freight between Seerls end Cartego, & distance of approximately 69.3
miles, and the locel frelght trains will take care of the locel
freight detween Mojeve and Searls, a distance of approximetely 37.7
niles, end also between Cartego and Owexnyo, 4 distence of approxi=
metely 25.3 miles.

The record shows that very little locel Lreight is moved
between Searls and Certago; therefore, 1t appears that the mixed
traice car hondle this business or practically o maccenger tralin
schedule. It is the contentlion of the applicant that business has
selien off to such an extent that the revenues do not warrant the
contiaunation of the present service. The following table shows the
decrease in earnings of passeager Tralins Nos. 88 and 89 between

Yolave and Owenyo:




Dercentage

Total 0f decrease

Yeax Zarnings Over 1925
1925 $115,705. -
1926 109,207, 5.6
1927 94,004, 18.7
1928 72,731 37.1

Jaz. to Aug.,iucl,.,

1929, 2/3 of yeer, 40,591, £7.4

The substitution of mixed train service for the present
service would result in an estimated saving in operation of §42,818,
per year, s showz on ALpplicantts Exhibit No.l. |

Pullman car service ﬁill be continued between Los Angeles
and Owenyo three nights a week &5 &t preéent and the schedule of ihe
mixed trein will be substantially the seme as Tralzas Nos. 88 axd 89,

A daily stage sexvice is operated between Los Angeles
and Owens Valley points in addition to the tralz service.

The zranting of thiz application was yrotested by cer=
tain resideﬁts o2 Owene Talley on the grouaéd that mixed sexvice
would mot be satisfactory to the travelling public eand that 1t would
discourage people from coming into the valley amd thet 1f dally Pull-
men sexvice were instelled instesd of tri-weekly as atv present, the
passenger business would be increased. DPassengers handled on the
Dullran cars are showzn iz Txhidnit No. 5 and it zppeers that the tri-
weekly Pullman service iz sufficlent at the present time and 1%
should be continued,

Tt is sppreciated that mixed service is not as satisfac~
tory as straight passenger train service, dut owlng to the material
falling off of passenger dbusiness it appéars that ceparate passenger
and freight service 1s not justifiadble.

The Tollowing form of order is recommended.

Southern Pacific Company having mede applicatlon for
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pernission to change 1ts present sevarate passenger and freight
vraln service on its Cwenyo Branch by providing mixed‘train serve
ice and local freight train service in lieu therecf, a public hear—
ing having beer held, the Commission deing appyrised of the fects,
the matter being under submission end ready for decision,

IT7 IS ZERE3Y ORDERED that permission and “uthority be
and 1t is hereby granted to Southerrn Pacific Compeny to withdrew
its present separate pascenger and freight Train service on Its
Cwenayo Branch between lMojave, County of XKera, and Owenyo, County
of Iaye, proviéinz the following mixed and freight train service
15 established: o

aes Mixed train, Mojlave to Oweanyo, dally.

be Mixed %train, Cwenyo %o Mojave, daily.

¢e Local Freight, Mojave to Searls, and returz, dalily.

de Local Vreight Owenyo to Cartego, and return, daily
except Sunday.

Subject, however, to the following conditions:'

(1) Said mixed trains shall operate on & schedule
substantially"the came as that now mainteined on Paséenger Treins
Nos. 88 and 89, as shown in Sex Joaquin Division time teble
No. 147. |

(2) No local freight will e handled by seld mixed ’

“ﬁfiﬁﬁﬂ trains betwéeﬁzzggz;::and Searls, or between Cartago and Owenyo.

(3) Applicant skell post notices at all stations on
sald Oweayo Branch for at least tem (10) days Yefore mixed
train service is inaugurated. -

The effective date of thic order shall be twenty (20)

deys Lrom the cate hereof,

The foregoing Opinion end Order are heredy approved
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and ordered filed as the Cpinioa axd Order of t;e Railroad
Commission of the State of Californie,

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californle, this ZHZ7
day of February, 1930.
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