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Decision Noe 2263

BEPORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TEE AGOURA TMPROVEMENT
ASSCCIATION,

Complainant,

V8e Case No. 2789.

INDEPENDENCE ACRES WATER WORKS
L.L. COLODNY and X. COLODXNT,
Owzers.
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Edward Eazeltom, for Complainent.
I. Colodny, for Defendant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
CPINION

T™his is a complaint brought by the Agoura Improvement
Assoolation, whose members are residents of Agours, los Angeles
County, and who receive water service from Independence icres
Hater Works, owned and operated By L.l. Colodny and I. Colodnye.
It is alleged by the complaining consumers that they were en-
tirely out of water for periods of from oue to ten days Ifrom
Ooctober 30 to November 9, 1929; that the public school was closed
for one day because of lack of water and that there is an ample
supply available but, due to poor equipment and apparent negleotl
on the part of defendants, the consumers are at times entirely
without waters The Commission is esked to compel defendants to
use due diligence in supplying water and to install suoh auxil-

fary pumps and equipment as shall exable them to furnish a
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_eonstant supplye

No answer was filed by defendants other “han a letter
sent to the Cormission in comnection with the above complaint
in which the allegations therein were denied and it was further
stated that over $1,500. wes expended by defendants last year
in attempting to develop additiomal water from wells and that
for a period of six months water was purchased Ifrom an ad join-
ing well to augment tke SUpPplYe

A pudlic hearing in this matter was held before
Examiner Gannor at Los Angeles.

Independence Acres Water Works is owmned and operated
by Colodny & Colodny, real esitate operators, who subdivided
certain tracts of land in what is now kmown as Plocture City or
Agoura, in Los Angeles County. In Decislion No. 18250, dated
April 18, 1927, a certificate of public convenience and neéessity

was granted by the Commission to this campany to supply water in

this territory. The water supply is obtained from wells located

i the subdivision and is pumped into a storage tank from which
4% 4{s delivered to the consumers by gravity. There are Litty-
four consumers at the present time.

Witk reference to the specific complaint of serious
interruption in water service from 0oto$er 30 to November 9,
1929, the testimony shows that at the beginning of this period
there occurred a major break-down In thé main pumping plent
which reguired the installatlon of an entirely new pump andl
motér. mhis installation was delayed through u;avoidable dif-
ticulties in securing delivery of the proper equipment as or-
dered., The evidence further shows that the punping mashinery
1s practically all new, modeIn and in fair operating condition,
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the main dLfficulty adnittedly being & lack of adequate water
supply during the sumper and fall months. Defendants have

drilled sevesal wells on thelr property but have not as yet
obtained e sufficient flow of water to satisfy the requirementis
of the present consumers. One of these wells 1s very deep,
apparently drilled originally to prospect for oil rather than
water. According to the testimony of ome of the deferdants,
approximately $1,500. was expended during 1929 in an effort to
inorease the flow of their wells. A texporary agreement was
mede with the owner of & well on property near Agoura Qhereby
surplus water was purchased last yeaxr for a period of six
months to.serve to consuxers on this water system. The testimony,
however, shows that this source will no lomger be aveilable as
it has been disposed of to other interests.

Trom the evidence sutmitted hereln it is ¢lear that
detandants‘have sctually endeevored to furnish their oonsumers
witk & continuous and sufficient watei service. It is equally
clear that during the past summer there was pot an adequate
supply availadble and that, unless additional water is obtainsble
before long, the same shortage will occur ageir this summers
TWater is not easily obtainabdle in large volume throughout this
territory and the prospecting for, and development of, water

/ [
therein is by no means inexpensive. netendanfg heve testified

that they will be able to Ifurther develop certain of thelr owm

. wells ard hope thereby to odtaln sufficient water for the ccming
summer season. In view of the difficulties of the situation and
+he apperently sincero assurances of defendants that earmest
efforts will be made to develop and/or seoure additional water
without unnecessary delay, it appears reasonable that they should
be given such an opportunity. With the understanding, therefore,
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that such effarts will de mude by defendants, this matter aoccord-
‘:Lngly way be dismissed at this time. In the event of another
serious shortage of water on this system, complalpants are, of
course, free to again bring the matter to the attention of this

Commissione

Complaint az adove entitled Laving been filed, a pub-
li¢c hearing having been held thereon, the matter having teen
submitted and the Commission being now fully edvised in the
prewises,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that thils proceeding be and 1t

is hereby dismissed.

Dated at San Francisoo, Californie, this ,._?é 4/ day

. 1830.
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