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Decision Noe. 222072

EEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TES. STATE OF CALIFCRNL:

In the Matter of the Application of
THE PEOPLE OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOINIA,
on relavtion of the DEDARITVENT OF PUBLLIC
“ORK3, DIVISION OF HIGEWAYS, for an
order authorizing the construction of
a State Eighway Crossing at grade over
the tracks of the Southern Pacific
Company in the viecinity of Little Lake,
Inyo Couxty, Californis. '

Application No. 16035.
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Ja Re lazarus, for the Applicext.
He We Hobds, for Southern Paocific
Company, 2rotesiant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

This 13 en epplication filed with the Commission by tke

DPeople of the State of Califorzia, on relation of the Department

of Public Torks, Division of Eighways, requesting permission o
construct state highway, designated as Road IX-Iny-23-G, at grade
eeross the tracks of Southern Pacific Company, in the vicinity of
Iittle Lexe, Inyo County.

A pudliic hearing on this proceeding was held belore
Tyeminer Satterwhite at Independence, On Februsry 28, 1930, at which
time the matter wes submitted ané is now ready for declsion.

The present state highway has en irreguler aligmment in
this vicinity and now orosses the Southern Pacific Company's Owenyo
Branch Line at e point approximately 1500 feet west of the sub~
stitute crossing proposed herein. The Division of Tighways plens
to relocate =zalld khighway adjacent to the track so as %0 reduce the

curveture in the highway. The proposed change will involve
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crossing Southern Pacific Compeny's dramck line track and siding
whereas, at the present time, the highway ¢crosses only the nein
line. It appears that the alignment for the new location in
this disirict wa.s' controlled largely by the irregular leva out-
eropping.

COunsél for the applicent testified that, through in-
adverterce, the new highway has dbeen graded on either side of the
Proposed crossing, &t & cost of epproximately $4,000., without
Tirst determining the grade crossing question,'whioh work would
necessarily have to bYe discarded in the event the present grade
erossing 1s to be utilized as = part of the new highway route thru
this section.

Tre Southern Paciflc Company protested the granting of
the applicetion on the ground that the present crossing cowld be
utilized by changing the aligmment of the proposed route on either
side of the railroed axnd thet tho propozed crossing intersected a
sléing (Narke),as well as the branch line track, consequently

reducing the usefulness of sald siding. 2rotestont’s witnesses

stated thet vhe railroad company wruld have no obje&tion to the

proposed crossing providingz applicent would pay tiae cost of moving
thet portion of the siding north of the proposed crossing approxi-
mately 1500 feet: to the southerly end of the existing sidizg, 30
as to provide the compeny with & siding equel in lengtk %o the
present one,without being Iintersected by & grade crossing. The
cost of moving this track hes been estimated %o be approxima.telj:
$3,900.

Irom the above figures, it is apparent thet it would
cost applicent lecs 10 move the siding than to ebandon the work

elresdy done on the proposed route; however, applicant takes the
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position thet the present =idéing, void of grade crossings and
£ 5%=car copaclity, waes not necessary at the present time or in
the near future for proiestani’s buzinese on this dranch line.
This opinion was based on the facts that the railroad compeny
operates only two scheduled vassenger trains and two scheduled
freight trains per day over this branchk line; that the average
lexgth of thece trains is 30 cars; that the compeny meinteins
sight other sidings of 52 cars or more capacity within a distance
of twelve miles. on either side of the crossing; that there are
no loading or warehouse facilities at this sid.ing; and, that
the dusiness on this dranch line will probdbadly d.ecreé.se es the
City of Los .Lngele:s iz cancelling its leases to property holders
in the Owanz River Velley and the residents are moving out.

It appears from the rocoxd 1n this proceeding that the

Nerke siding was constructed coincident with the dullding of this

dranck line, which wes at & time when the City of Los iLngeles was
constructing its aqueduct mnd, during the past few years, the
siding has been used only occasicnally for the passing of trains
or the loading and unloading of ocarse.

IT this orossing i3 oonstructed, that portion oI the
siding south of the crossing wiil de capabdle of scoommodating
32 caxrs in the clecr.

If thiz siding were being used dy the raiiroed company
o 1ts Pull exteat, it would eppear omly just to require the Divi-
sion of Zigaways to beor the expense OF moving that portion of
she siding. north of the proposed crossing o the southerly ond of
the siding dut, since the record shows quite comclusively that the
siding, at the present time, is used only occasionally and then
for only & part of its length, it would not, in our opiniom, de
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rTeasonadle to require the Division of Highways to expend ap-
proximately $3,500. fox this work at this time. 1r, however,
business inoreases on this line or conditions change so es to
roquire the full use of this 3iding or its equivalent by tho
rellroad compeny, it would be ressonable that the Divisioz of

Zighweys be required to pay the cost of changing the siding &s
Zoposed by the railroad company.

If axd mhen this condition arises, it is the privilege
or the railrocd company to petition the Commission for a further
order in %this proceeding looking towards applicant dbearing the
expense oIl nroviding a siding of sufficilent capacity %o meot
the Tadlroadtc needs up to the limit of the nresent siding.

The emount of vehicular traffic whick would use the

proposed crossing i1s estimeted at 300 to 50 vehicles éaily. Tre

corzer views of the croscing are ¢leecr in 2ll directions,

It was the opinion of both applicantts and the r&il-
road compeay's witnesses that standexrd crossing sizns, which are
now used &% the present crossing, would afford adequate protec—
tion &t the proposeld crossing.

alter carefully considering the record in thisz proceed-
ing, we cre of the opinion that the applicant should he granted
permissior % construct the proposed crossing upon the condition
theat the present crossing be closed and that the applicant be
Tequired by subdbsequent order to nay the cost of moving that portion
of the siding described sbove whenever it is shown thet same has

become recsonsbly necessIry.

The People of the State of Califoraiz, on relation of
the Department oL Pudblic Yorks, Division of Highways, having filed
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she adove eztitled epplicetrion with this Coxmissioxn, a publlc'hcar-
ing heving beem held, the matter heving deen duwly submitted and the
Commissior deing now fully advised,

TT IS EERESY ORDERED that pexmissicn and authority be
and it is hereby granted to the Poople of %the State of Calliformie,
on relation of the Department of Public Works, Division of Zighways,
to construet State Eigaway, designated az Roed IX-Iny-23-C, &t
grade across the tracks of Southern Pecific Company in the vieinity
of Little 2ock, Inyo County, and as skown by the map (Zxhidit A"
attoohed to the application. B o

Tae above ¢crossing skall be identilied as Crossing No.
RAl =464 .2,

Sald crossing shell be constructed subject to the follow=
ing cqnditions and not otherwise:

(1} The entire cxpense of constructing the oroscing
shell be vorne by applicam:. m™e cost of maintenance of that portlon
of said crossing outside of lines two (2) feet outside of the out-
stde retls sholl be borme by cpplicexnt. The meintenance of that

=tion of the crocsing between lirec tw (2) Lfeet outside of %the

outside rails shall de borne by Southern P:"..cir‘.‘.c compenya

(2) The crossing shell bde constructed of a width nov
less than t\':enty (20} feet and &t an anzle of spproximately tRixty
(30} degrees to the railroed and with grades of apyroach not greater
then four (4} per cent; shall bg conatructed sudstanticlly in ac-
cordance with Standerd No. 2, &s specified in General Oxder No. 72
of tnis Commission; shell be protected by two Stenderd No. 1 orozs—
ing signs as specified in Cenexal Order XNoe 75 of this Commisesion,

and shall in every way be made suitadle Lfor the passage thereoxn ¢X




vehicles end other roed treffic.,

(3} No cars, ongines or trains shall be stored or
allowed %0 stend oa the side track within one hundred and fifty
(150) Zeet on either side of the center line of the crossing
authorized herein, uniess the crossing is protected DYy humen
Tlegnex.

(&) The existing pudlic erossing, designeted as Cross-
1ng No. 34M-454.5, shell de legelly ebendoned and effectively
closed to pudblic use and travel upon the opening toO publioc trevel
02 %ho crossing authorized herein.

(S} Applicant shell, within thirty (30] days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the iu-
stedlation of =aid crossing.

(6} If =ald crossing shell 1ot have been installed within
one yeer from the date of this oxder, the authorization heroln
granted shell then lapse axd become void, unless further time 1=
granted by subsequent order.

(7) The Commission reserves the right 0 meke such further
orders relative to the location, comstruction, operation, maintenance

and protection of said orossing as o it may seem right snd proper, ‘

end to Tevoke its permission 1f, in its Judgment, the pudlic cca=
veplence sni necessity demend such actlion.
The authority herein granted shell became eflectilve on
the date hereof. A
Deted at Sen Franciseo, Califoxrnia, this _ 2 7  dey

of March, 1830.
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e Cpmmiszioners.
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