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:r. R. I.:l.Ze.rus, tor the Appliea:l.t. 

H. :71. Hobb:#., tor SOuthern raoino 
Com.Dany, Protestant • 

.Q£!!li!~li 

~i$ 1$ an $.:pplication rued with tho Commission by tlle: 

?eo~e of: the State or Cal1tor:t1a, on relation or the D~artmont 

or Public "!lorks> DiVision 01' :s:1gb.ways, request1Dg ~erm1ss1on to 

construct state highway, de.s1gna.ted ~$ Road. IX-Iny-Z3-G,. a.t ~de 

across the tracks 01' Southern Pe..ci1'1c COm!>e.D.Y, 1n the v1oin1 ty or 

I.1ttle Le.ke, Inyo COunty. 

A publiC hearing on this l'roeeed1:o.g was held betore 

Exe.m1ner Sa.tterwh1te at Independ.enoe, On Fe'bruary 28, 193O, at Wh1eh 

time: the m.c.tter wes ~u'bx:::.1 tted and. is. now ready tor decision. 

·The present s"ta:-te highway ho.s an 1rregular aligllm6nt in 

thi$ vic1nity and. now orosses the SOuthern Pc.e11"1e co:o.pen:rr So Owe:J.10 

Branch I.1ne a.t e. point a,prox1mat~lY l500 teet west 0-: the su'b­

stitute crosSing ~roposed here~. The Division ot H1gh~$ ,lens 

to rolooate sa1~ h1ghway adj~oent to the t=~ok co es to reduoe the 

eurva ture in the hishws.y. The l'ro;b)Osed ohe..:2ge w111 1nvol ve 
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crosa1.ng Southern Pac1t1e compe.:o.r ~ 'branch line tra.ck and siding. 

whereas., e.t t2le present t:1:m.e, tlle highway crosses oXlly the. me.1ll 

line. It ap,ec.r$ that the eJ.1gmnent t.or the new loca.t1on in 

th1s d!str1et ~s controlled l£l.rgelr by the 1rreeulo.r l=va out­

cropping.. 

Counsel tor the ap1'licant testified that, t~rough 1n­

e.d.vertel:.ce) the new. highwa.y hAs been graded. on e1 thor Side ot the 

proposed eross1ng, at e. cost o~ a:wrox1m.e.tely ~,OOO.) Without 

first determ.1ning the grade crossing quee.t1on, whioh work would 

~ece~sarlly have to be discarded 1~ the event the ~re$ent grade 

e::-O$sing is to be utU1zed as a l'etrt or the new highwaY' route thru. 

th.:!.s section. 

T".c.e: Southern P:3.c1no COmpany ~rotested the granting or 

the o.:ppl.1ec..t1on on the ground. tbat the :9re.sent cro.:.s1Dg could 'be 

ut1l1zea bY' eh~1ne the alignment o~ the proposed route on ~1ther 

side ot tne rallroed and thet tho propo$ed crossing intersected a 

s1d1:lg C~e.rka), as well as the 'bre.nch line tro.ok, eons.equentlr 

reducing the uze:t'Ulne~ ot' se.1d. sidj,ng. ?roteste.nt' $ W1 tnes,$65 
... 

sta.ted that the re.1lroad oompanY' w:>uld have no objection to the 

;pr~sod cross1ng ,rortc1.1:lg ~p:pl1ce.:c.t muJ.d pt:.y the oo~t o:tmoV1ng 

~t ~rt1on ot th~ siding ~orth or the ~ro,o$ed cro~s1nS appro~1-

=e.te1,. 1500 teet· to the southe::-ly end. 01: the existing s~d1:lS, so 

as to provide the oompany with a. s,1d.1ng equeJ. 1n length to the 

~resent one,Without being 1nterseote~ 01 e, grade orossing. ~e 

cost or moVing th1s traok ha.$ been est1me.ted to "oe ap:pro::d.:mAtely· 

$3~500. 

From. the above figures, 1 t 1$ a;p;parent the.t 1 t wo:uJ.d 

oost ~p~l1cant le.:;s. to move the siding than to e.bando:o. the work 

t!lready done on the :9I'o!,<>seO. rOlJ.te; however, tl.;p:p11ce.:o.t takes the 
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pos1 t10n tllat tlle :present $1d1ng, void ot grade crossings and 

ot53-oar ca:paci ty, wa.s %lO,t necessary a. t the ::tresen t t1me or in 

the near tuture ~or ?rotestantys' business on th1~ branch line. 

Th!s op1n1on was basod on the rac~s that the r~roa~ e~~y 

ol'erates. only tw.o ~ohed.ul.oo. l'assengcr tl'a1::l3 end. two soheduled 

tre1ght trains :ger day over this bra:l.ch line; the.t the average 

length ot these tra1ns is 30 cars; that the oompeny ma1nta1n$ 

~1gb.t o~er s1d1ng$ ot 52 ears or more capacitY' w1th1n a. d,1s:tanee 

or twelve m1l.es. on e.ither side or the crossing; tha.t there are 

no loading or we.rehouse tao1l.1t1es at this siding; and, that 

the business on this branch line w1ll probablY' decrease as the 

C1 ty 01: !.os. l.:lgeles is eanc~1ng 1 t.s leases to pro~erty holders 
. . 

in the Owens P..1 ver V:!lley- and. the. res1den ts are :moVing out. 

It a~~ears tram. the- record 1n th1s !>rocee~1De that the 

~e.rka. Siding wa.s cons:t:ruetod coincid.ent w1 th the building ot' th1s 

branoh line, which we.s at a. time when. the City ot Los .:..:c.geles. \taoS 

eonstruct1ng :1. ts aq,ueduct ~d, dur1ng the Pc.st feu years) the 

s1d1ng has been used only occ:tS1onally tor the :!Itl.ss1Dg ot ,tra.1ns· 

or the loed1ng and unloading or cars. 

It' tlU.$ o:l:'Oss1ng 1:l oonstructed, tha.t portion or the 

s1d1ng south or the cro~1ne irUl be oe.peble or e.ooo=oda..t1:lg 

32. oars. in the clear. 

It tMr:. s.1ding were be1ne u=ed b,. the railroad eom;9eJlY 

to its tall oxte::l.t, it would. F.t.~ only just to require the D1 vi-

s,10:l o~ E1gb.we.ys to '\)eo.:r tb.e 0::s>ens.e ot' mov1ng the.t :portion o'! 

the s1d1:lg. north ot' the j;)roposed oross1ng to the southerly ond o~ 

the sid~ but, since the record shows quite conclusively that the 

s.1d.1ng, at the ,resent time, is. us.ed only oeeo.s1on!tlly and then 

tor only a. part ot it:. length, it would :::lot, ,in our o,1n1on~ be 
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rea.solle.ble to req:01re the D1 vis1.on 0": Highways to. ex:Pond ap­

pro~tely ~Z,SOO~ ror th1$ work at this t~e. It, however, 

bus1:o.ess. inoreases Oll th13. line or cond1 t10llS ohe,nee so 8,3 to 

reqUire the tulJ. use or th1~ z1d1:le or its equivalent by tho 

railroad com, any ) it would bo reasonable that· the. :01 V1s10::l. o'! 

:r1gh~s be required to J;l~ tb.e- cost o~ changing the siding es 

P=0l'Osed. 'by the ra11...'"Oad company'. 

It and m:.en this condi t10n e.ri~es, 1 t is the :9r1v1leee 

or the ~llroc.d com;9a::lY' to petition the Cor:m1ss1on tor c. 1"urther 

order :1.Il. th1s proceeding loold.ng toward.s awlica.nt bearing the 

e:pellse or 3/rovid1ng ;::. s1ct1:1e or $uttic1ent ca:,9e.c1 ty 'to meet 

the =a1lroad~$ needs u~ ~ the 11=1t ot the ~resent siding. 

The emo'tl:l t ot vell1c1Jlc.r t:-at't1 e wb.1 ~ woul d u=e the 

pl'O;!;)O:sed crossing is. est1meted at 300 to SOO vehicles ~y. T".c.e 

oor:.er Views ot the eros=.1ng are clee.r in all directions. 

It was the o:l;>i:c.ion ot both o.:pplicant~ s :md the re.1l.-

roc.d co::llp~ s v:1 tneSS6z. the.t standard erozs1ng signs, Whioh are 

now. used. e.t the l're:s.ent cross1ne, would a~ord a.d.e'luo.te protec­

tion at the propose~ orossing. 

A-~er o~re:nlly consi~~r1ng the reoord 10 t~s ~ro~eed­

ing, we a.re or the 0~in1011 that the applieant should. i:>e granted 

pet=1ssio: to construct the proposed crossing u,on the condition 

that the ,recent cross1ng be closet! ~d tho..t the e.J;):plieant be 

reQ.uired by subsecruent order to '!Jay the cost 01: moV1ng: tllc.~ portion 

ot the siding described e.'bove whenever it is shown that ~e has 

become. reC3on~b~ neeecs~7. 

9..aP..~~ 

The :eo,le or the State 01: Cal1tor:na., on rela.tion o~ 

the DE:!'artment o~ Publi0 "Sorks~ D1v1ej.on o~ Higi:.w.ys., bAving :rUed 



the a.bove e::.t1 tled al',l)liee:t1o:l. with t:!l1s Co:t!11s$1o::l, a public hear­

ing haVing been held, the ~tte= ~v1nS been duly zubc1tted and the 

~ss1on being no~ tully ~~vised, 

IT IS ~y ORDBEED t!l.a.t l'emis.s1cn and :..uthor1tY' 'be 

an~ 1 t ~s. hereby sre.nte~ to the ?eo:91e or the state o'!" Ca11tom.1e., 

on relO;.t1on or the :oe:!,'e.rtment ot ?J.b11e Works, DiVision or Eighv:a.yz) 

to eo:c.st:-uet Ste.te E1gh.wa:r, des.ignated = Road. IX-Iny-23-C~ e.t 

grade aeros.s the tracks or Southern Paeit'1c Comp:my 1n the V101n1 ty 

~I;\' ~ ~ ot: Little ====, I:c.yO' County, and as show by the :na.~ (E;m1 "0 1 t "A ~) 

~t~ohed to the a~~l1cat1on. 

T"Jle a;.'bove eross1:lg sho.ll 'be ident1t1.ed as cro:::s.1ng No. 

Said eroe.s11lg shall be eonstructed sub.jeet to the tollow-

1ng conditions and not otherwise: 

Cl} ':he entire e~ens.e or oonstructing the orO$1.ng 

shell be 'borne bY' ap:pJ.ioOOl.t. The cost or !ne.1ntenanee o't that ~rt1on 

or said. ero::s1ng outside or l1nes two (2) teet outs1de or the out­

side ra1ls shc.ll. be bOr:le bY' c.p~1ean.t. the m.e.1ntenanoe ot' that 

po:::tion oZ the o:ro::'51:O.g between line::. tvo' (2.) t'eet outside. 01: the 

outside :-a.lls ~he.ll 'be borne by Southern Pe.c1:rie COl:l!)a1lY. 

(Z} The crossing ~ 'be constructed or ~ W1dth not 

less than twenty {20} 1:eet tlJld. r:.t e.n anzle 01: :.pprox1lno.tely thirty 

(30} d.egrees to the raUx-oad and w1:.th S-'"t\d.es ot' approaoh not sreater 

then tour (4} :9or oent; shall be oonstructed $ubstant1eJ.l.y in ao­

cordance Wi th Stan~ard ~o. 2., tl.$ speo1::'1ee. in. General Order ~:o. 72-

ot this Co:c:miss1on; =hell be :protected. b-~ two standard No. 1 orozs­

ing signs as spec1t'1ed 1n C-enere.l Order No. 75 or thi$ Co:mn.1s!.1o:c.., 

a.:l.d. sll~ in every w::.::r b~ made sui ta~le ~or the pttsso.ee thoreon o~ 
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vehicles an~ other road trattie. 

(S) No eo.rs, ong1ne= or truil'ls 3ho.ll be stored or 

all.owed to ste.nd on the sid.e traek v:1 th1n Olle hundre.d and fj,tty 

(lSC) teet on either side o~ the center line ot the eross~ 

::).uthor1zed. here1n, unless the c:ros&1ne 1 s ,rotected. by .e;. hucan. 

tle.gm.e;n. 

(4} :he existing public e:oss1ng, dos1gneted ~ Cro$s-

1ng No. ~-4S4.5, shall be legally ~bandone[ and etreet1ve17 

clQsed to pull1e use and. travel upon the opening to publi0 tre..vel 

ot the crossing authorized herein. 

(5i Applicant shall~ wi th1ll thirty (30) de,7s theree.tter, 

::lot1!'y th1s Commission, 1n ":'lr1t1ng, or the co:n~letion ot the in-

s~~t1on o~ ~1d·e~s$1ng. 

{6} !t $8.1<1 crossing shall not have ~en installed. m t:!.l1n 

one y-oo..r t'rom. the· date o'! this order, the authorization hero1n 

granted shell then lap$e and become 'VOid, tOlle-S8 turther t1me is 

granted by suhseq,uent ord.er. 

{7} Zb.e Co:mn1ss1on reserves the r1e;llt to :neke s'\!ch t'Urther 

ord.ers rel:;.t1 ve to the looe.t1on, construction, operation, :maintenance 

and l'rotection or said. oro~s1ng as to :1. t m:J.7 seem. right and proper, 

end. to revoke 1 t.s. :peI:m.iss1011 it', in :1. ts juc1ement, the :9u'bl.1e ~A.;;;.~ .. 
ven1enee EUlJi necessity de:nand such e.ct1on. 

The a.uthority herein granted shall beCO!lle etteet1ve on 

the dAte he:eor. /1.,..;­

De.'ted at San Franoisco, Ce.l1!ol'll1e., this _.GC:,g~? __ de.y' 

ot ~h., 193Q.. 

~SUoners. 


