Decision Noe. 22341

BEFORE THE RAIIRO0AD COMMISSION OF TEE STATZ OF CAILIFORNIA

In the Metter of the Application of

the COUNTY OF SANTA EARBARA TO chenge

e grade crossing over the Southerz

Pacific Rallroad through the Jesus Application
llarie Ranch from itz present location No.Ll6Ll71

to & location further south.

We Lo Talbot and Owen E. 0'Neill, for Applicant,
Roy G. Zillebrand, for Southern Pacific Compeany.

BY TEE COMMISSION =~
OPINION

In this proceeding the County of Santa Barbara requests

permission to change the location of an existing grade
erossing over the tracks of the Southern Pacific Compeny in
Rencho Jesus llarie 10 a location approximately one mile
south thereol and approximately three miles north of the
statlon of Surf, Santa Barbara Countye.

A public heering on thais application was conducted by
Exaniner Hendford on March 21, 1930, at Sante Barbara.

- North from Surf the railroad runs approximetely parallel.
to and about one~quarter mlile to the east of the shore line
of the Pacific Oceen. From a point some three miles morth

2 Surf the railroad runs through the lands of Rancho Jesus
ifarie for several miles. ILompoc Landing is located at a
point approximately west of the existing grade c¢rossing,
and on the ocean side. This landing, before the advent of
the railroad, was used as a shipping and receiving point
for the swrounding couniry. It is now the purpose or
Santa Barbare County to take over the landing area as
& pudlic park to be used by pienic and fishing perties.




The unfenced county road rrom the Lompoc District,
located several miles inland from Surf to the ocean and the
landing, rwms through the property of said Rancho. It i3
the desire of the applicant and the marnagement of the rancho
to relocate and fence this road along the soutk property

line of the rancho. <bis relocation would involve the

establislment of a cyq;é?ﬂ% the point designated in the

application.

Although the present road hes been dedicated as a
public road, the crossing over the railroad is private and
has gates on each slde of tiae right of way. The management
oL the rancho contends that the road in its present location,
that is running througk their property wnfenced, is ﬁndesir-
able in that 1t divides their cattle ranges, wiereas, if
moved To the south it would be adjacent to their southern
property line. It appears that it is to the best interest
of the county and the rancho t0 have the road relocated.

In the event the new road is constructed, it is
proposed to entirely fenmce and prepare the rosdway for
traffic as a dirt road only. The vehicular traffic at
the present time is light and it is expected to contimue SO
particularly due to the fact that the road would not bde impfbved.

The railroed objected t0 the granting of this application
on the grounds that the existing crossing was sufficiont
for the needs of the pudblic; that the existing location was
more suitable for a crossing than the proposed crossing; and
that 1T pudblic access to Lompoc Landing was necessary that a
pudblic road should be constructed south from the landing
along the coast and t0 & connection with the ILompoc~Sure
County foad. 3y this latter suggestion the road could c¢ross
under a railroad bridge and hot at grade. To use this
suggested route for the road, it would be necessary to con-~
struct a highwey bridge across the Sante Ynez River whichk

-l




capties into the oceon north of Surf. It would avpear that while

such 2 route would eliminate e corossing at grade, it would ine-
volve en expense for grading mnd bridge duilding which %he county
ccatended that 1t could not finmnce.

The location chosen for the proposed crosccing iz situated
iz e cut on the rallroad with danks sbout five feet high above the
“op of rail. idjacent to the enst right of woy line, » row of
cucalyptus trees would materielly obstruct the view of opyproeching
treins; however, these conditions, effecting the hazoerd, cen be
improved by removing the trees and the materisl rrom the bankz of
the cut on the four cormers of Vhe crossing and, further, by the
erectlion and maintenance o signs which will require vehicles to
5t0) bdefore crossing over the rallrosd. In view of this regule-
vion, vogether with conszideration of the smell volume of vehicular
trelfic, 1t wouwld not 2ppeer necessery to require the instellation
of zny specinal protective signel.

After cerefully considering the record in this proceed-
ing, 1t 2ppears that public convenience and necessity juétiry the
grantiag of this epplication, provided the existing private grede

crocsing referrcd Vo above i3 closed, and it will be so ordered.

The County of Sante Bardara having mede application for
rernission 1o comstruct & pudblic »oad 2t grade across the treok
0f the Southern RPacilic Compeny on the Rencho Jesus Maria, 2
DudLic hearing heving been held, the Commission deing opprised
of the fact, the matter dDeing undsr submisszion znd ready for
Qecision,

<07 I3 EZREEY ORDERED that pemmission end authority be

“and 1t iz heredy granted %0 the Board of Sujpervizors of the
County of 3ontn Berbars, State of Califomia, to construct &
public Toed ot grade across the track of Southern Pacific Compony
at the location sz shown by the map cttached to thé'cppliodtion.
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The above crossing chall be identified as Crossing No.2Z-300.0.
Seid crossing shall be constructed subject to the following

conditions anéd not otherwise:

1~ Thae entire expense of constructing the c¢rossing shall
be borne by applicant. The cost of maintepance of that
portion of said crossing outside of lineztwo (2) feet out-
side of the outside rails shall be borne by epplicant.

The meintenance of that portion of the crossing between
lines two (2) feet outside of the ocutside rails chall be
borne by Southern Pacific Companye. No portion of the cos?¥
herein assessed to applicant for the construction ox
maintenance of sald crossing shall be assessed dy applicant,
in any manner whatsoever, to the operstive property of
Southern Pacific Company.

2= The crossing shall be constructed of a width not less
than twenty=four (24) feet and at an angle of ninety (90)
degrees to the railroad and with grades of approack not .
greater then six (8) per cent for a distence of at leact

one hundred (100) feet on either side of the crossing; shall
be constructed substantially in accordance with Steanderd
No.2 as spocified in Genersl Order No.72 of this Commission;
saell be protected by a Standard No.l crossing sign as
specified in Cezneral Order No.7S5 of this Commission, and sall
in every way be made suitable for the passage thereon of
vehicles and other road traffic.

3= Sald ¢rossing shall not de opered to public use

t1l applicant shall, by proper authority, cause %o be
erected on each side 0 said crossing appropriate signs,
requiring all vehicles t0 stop before crossing over said
¢rossing. Said signs shall be located 50 as t0 be easily
visible by motorists approaching sald c¢crossing.

4- Tpon the opening of the cxoOssing herein authorized,

the existing private crossing located approximately one (L)
mile north of the crossing herein authorized shall be adbandoned
and effectively closed.

5=  Applicent shall remove all trees within two hundred (200)
Teat Of sald crossing.

6= Applicant shell remove the earth bauks on the four
corners of the crossing S0 as to provide a clear view of an
approaching train for a distance of not less than two hundred
(200) feet from either side of the highwey from & point L£ifty
(50) feet on each side of the tracke. Material soO removed
shall be wasted so as to not interfere with the view of
approaching trains.

7-  Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commiss fonm, in writing, of the completion of the
installation of zaid crossing.

8~ If said crossing shall not nave been installed within

one yeer from the date of this oxder, the authorization

herein granted chall then lapse aud dbecome vold, unless further
time 1= granted by subsequont oxder.
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9~ The Commission reserves the right to meke such
further ordeds relative to the location, construction,
operation, maintenance and protection of se2id crossing
as 10 1t may seem right and proper and to revoke its
permission if, in its judgment, the public convenience
and necessity demend such actior.

The authority herein granted shall become effective on

the date hereof.
-~
Dated at Sen Framcisco,Celifornia, this _ /4 day of
Lpril, 1830Q.
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