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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFRNTA

In tze Natter of the Petition and )
Application of the COUNTY OF SaN )
JATZ0, through the Board of Supervisors, )
for permission of said Commission O )
establish, construct ané meintain a )
grade ¢rossing over the Southern Pacific )
Right of Way at Harbor Bouleverd near )
Belmont, California, and for permission )
%0 adandon and abolish the grede ¢rossing )
8cToss the right of way of sald compeny )
at 0'Neil Avenue, at Belmont, California. )

Application
NO 16235

Ches. . Xirkdbride, rfor Applicant.
R. C. Eilledrand, Iror Southern Pacific Company,
Interested Perty.
R. A. Ropsey, for certein property owners, Protestents.
Johrn EZ. Skeggs, for State of Californis, Depertment
of Public Works, Division of Highwey,
Interested Party.

BY TEE COMMISSION -
CPINION

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo
hes petitioned the Railroad Commission for an order authorizing
the construction of a crossing at grade across the tracks ond
Tight of way of the Southern Pacific Compeny at Harbor Boulegard
neexr Belmont. &pplicant also requests suthority to abandon
and abolish a crossing at grede at 0'Neil Avenue with said
trecks In the vicinity of the proposed crossing.

A public hearing bn tals epplication was conducted by

‘ Zxeminer Handford at Redwood City, the matter was duly submitted
end 1s now ready for decisione.

In the vicinity of Belmont, Southern Pacific right=of=way
ls paralleled on the westerly side by the main peninsule high=
wey end on the easterly side by & county road which extends
from Beresford through Belmont to Redwood City. EHarbor Boulevard,
is & street eighty {80) feet in width extending northeasterly

from the northeasterly line of the railroad right-of~way into




property kngwn as Port San Francisco which 1s being developed
industrially. It crééses the proposed location of the
Bayshore Highway waich 1s now under construction in this
vicinity. At present, however, it does not oxtend westerly
to the mz;.in state b.:LghwéLj on account of being blocked dy the
right-~of-way and tracks of the Southern Pacific Company. This
is= thg crossing itxis propozed O opene.

Zarbor Bouleﬁérd is located adout one-quaréer (1/4)
mile southeasterly from the Belmont Station and 54X hundred
(600) reet southeasterly from the present limits of the City
of Belmont. Thero are two other c¢rossings in the vicinity,

one kpown as Ralston Avenue, an important cross county traffic

artexy crossing‘;he tracks of the railroad at the Belmont-
Station, and O'Neil Avenue, an uwnimportant highway.crossing the.
tracks at the city linits, part of this crossing being in the
City of Belmont and part in the wnincorporated portion of

Sen Mateo Couniy. O'Nell Lvenue is approximately half way
between Relston Avenue and Earbor Boulevard.

The County of San Mateo, by its resolution under date
November 18, 1929, has vacated, abandoned and abolished its
portion of O'Neil Avenuo between the state highwey and tke
parallel county road, this being in effect that part of 0'™Neil
Avenue wiich crosses the Southern Pacific right of wey, &
certified copy of said resolution being filed as an exhidit
attached ¢0 the application.

At the hearing considerable opposition to the closiﬁg
of 0'Neil &venue developed. This protest came principally
from the reosidents and property owners in the small seotion
of the city lying no-theast of the railroad bétwaen Ralston
Avenue and an extension of O0'Neil Avenue known as "A™
Street. There are some tweaty (20) houses in this district
exd it iz no doudt true that O'Neil Avenue serves & limited
public convenience to these residents in reaching the business
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district, schoolu and that portion of the ¢ity situated
west of the higaway. Sub-equent to the hearing, and
prioxr o fhé submission of the matter, there was Tiled with
the Commission a ceitiried copy of the resolution of the
City Council of the City of Beimont as adopted Mareh 5, 1230,
authoriziﬁg thé closing of O'Weil Avenue (also knowa as "A"
Street), between the county road and the State Highway‘(éléo
xpown as "2l Camino Reelm™), said resolution to be effective
and seid road to be closed when & crossing at Hardor Bouleverd
will heve been established.

In the vicinity of Herbor Boulevard there are at
present no duildings on the westerl& side of the railroad
but on thke eaéterly side a consideradle develoPmentvhas)takon
place end there are now approximately thirty (30) modern
nomes iz the district known as By Tiew Hoights. |

In the present state or developxzent in the vicinity

or'Belmont, it is provably true that the public would not

be greatly inconvenienced if only the one crossing at

Ralston Avenue existed. With the develoPmen; of the community,
however, particularly the industrial operations at Port San
Francisco there will in tb@ future be a need ror an addition—
al crossing, and it appears to the Commi sion that the more
logical location for such a crossing would be at Earbor
Boulevand ratiaer thaxn at O'Neil Avenue. It appearx, therefore,
%o be in the public Iinterest ©o substitute A wide, oPen cross~
ing with modern protection at Harbor Boulevard in place of
xisting nerrow crossing gt O*Nbil Avenue, and ﬁhe authority
for such substitute crossing will therefore be given. ”

The railrocd iavolved in this proceeding is the double
track main lino'or thé Ssﬁtherﬁ Pacific Company between Saﬁ'
Franoieco and Sex Jose carrying seventy (70) or eighty (80}
high speed passenger trains daily and rron ten (10) to twenty
(20) freight trains. dighway grade eroscings over tracks
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of tais mature require adequate protectlon and we are of
the opinion that Harbor Boulevard should bde protected by
two auﬁomatic wigwvag signals, each equipped with second
trein indicators, and located at points satisfactory to and
as approved by the Comuission's Engineering Department.

In euthorizing new crossings at grade with railroed
tracks, it has been customary for the Commission ¥0 assess
the entire cost of installation t0 the applicant, but in the
present case it appears that there iIs noﬁ in existence at
O'Neil Avenue a ¢rossing which Southern Pacific Company is
obliged to meintain and at which 1t would eventually de
required to provide adequate and proper protection. By
reason of the elimination of the 0'Neil hvenue crossing 1t
eppears reasonable and equitadle that the cost of providing
the automatic signal protection regquired by this order at
the proposed Jarbor Bdulevard erossing be assessed 50% to
the‘applicant and 50% to the Southern Pacific Company.

A suggestion was made at the hearing thet on the west
approach to the proposed crossing the roadway bo flared o
provide & wider entrance into the main state highway. In view
of the fect that the presence of suck an importemt trarfig
artery as this highway within a distance of less then one

hundred (100) feet from a &ouble track main line crossing has

an important bearing on the hazerds at that crossing, it
appears to0 the Commission desirable that this roedway bde
flared as suggosted and the oxder herein will so provide..

O R D E R

The Board of Supervisors of the County of San lateo
having mede application for permission to construct a
public road at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific
Coxpany at Farbor Zoulevard, and to ¢close an ezisting‘orossms
at O0'Neil Avenue, & public heiziég having been held,




the matter havipg dbeen dAwly submitted and the Commission
belnz now fully advised,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience
ané necessity require the establiskment of a public highwey
crossing at grade at Harbor Boulevard, near Belmoat, in the

»”

County of 3an lMateo, and
IT IS =ZEREBY ORDERZD that permission and authority
be and it Iis heredy granted to the Board of Supervisors of

the County of San lateo, State of Californias, to construct
at” ‘
Eexrbor Boulevard/grade across the right of way and tracks

of Soutkhern Pacific Company at the location shown by the map
attached to the application.

The adbove crossing shell de identified as Crossing
No.E-22.2.

Said crossing shell be constructed subfect to the
following conditions and not otherwise:

1= The entire expense of consztructing the cross
excepting the protection thereof as descrided in
Gendition No.d of this order, shell be borne by
applicant. The cost of maintenance of that portion
of said crossing outside of lines two (2) feet outside
of the outside rails shall be borne by epplicant. The
meintenance of that portion of the orossing between
lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shall
be dborne by Southern Pacific Company.

2= The crossing chall be consiructed of a width not
less than seventy (70) feet and at an angle as showz

on the above mentioned map end with grades of approach
ot greater than four (4) per cent; shall be constructed
sudbstantially in accordance with Standard No.3 as:
specified in General Order No.72 of this Commission;
shall be protected by Standerd No.l crossing signs as
specified in General Order No.75 of this Commission,

end shall in’'every way be made suitable for the passage
thereon of vehicles and other road traffice.

3= Saild ¢rossing shell be protected by two automatic
wigwag signals, eack equipped with second train indi -
cetors, Installed and located in accordence with plens
0 be approved by the Commission. The ¢ost of instale
letion of sald signal protection shall bde borane 50 per
cent by the applicant and 50 per cent by the Southern
Pacific Company. The cost of maintenance of said sig-
nel protection shall be borne by Southern Pacific
Compeny. .
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4~ The westerly epproach of sald crossing at itvs
intersection with the State Highway shall de so con=
structed as to provide a flare 1n the roadway as.
4llustrated on the map filed at the hearing by the
Californie Department of Public Works, Division of
Eighways, saild map bearing the title "Proposed
Improvement by San Meteo County at Intersection of
Zarbor Boulevard and Peninsula Highway.™

5= On completion of the installation of the
crossing at Herbvor Bouleverd as herein authorized,
the existing public crossing of O'Neil Avenue with
the tracks of Southern Pacific Company, located
approximately 600 feet noxthwesterly Lrom Harbdor .
Douletard, shell be legally abandoned and effectively
closed to public use and travel. ‘

6= Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereaftex,
20tify this Commission, in writing, of the completion’
of the installation of sald ecrossing at Farbor Bouleverd.

7= It sald crossing at EHarbor Boulevard shall not

have been installed within one year from the date of
this order, the authorization therefor as hereln granted
shall then lapse and become void, unlessz further time

is granted by subsequent ordere. ‘

8= The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders relative %0 the location, construction,
operation, maintenance and protection of sald crossing
85 to 1t mey seem right and proper and t0 revoke its
permission if, in its Jjudgment, the public conwvenience
and necessity demand such action. '

The eauthority herein granted shall become effective on the

date hereof.

Dated at Saxn Francisco,Californie, this - /& /f/:iaj of
April, 1530.
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