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BEFORE TEE RAIILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

TIIMINGTON TRANSFER AND STORAGE COMPANY, )

2 corporation, for & certificate of ©)

public convenience and necessity to add ) Application
to, exvend and otherwise increase its ) No.l6303
storage and warehouse space. )

Henry E. Carter, Tor Applicant.

O'Melveny, Tuller & Myers, by Williem W. Clery,
£or Crescent Whax? and Warehouse Compeny,
Interested Party.

A. E. Drew, for Harbor Warchouse, Interested Darty.

BY TEE COMMISSION -
OPINION

Tilmington Transfer and Storage Company, & corporation,
nas petitioned the Railroad Commission for am order that public
convenience and necessity now requires, and will require, the
addivion, extension and increase of applicant’s storage ware -
nouse space 0 an extent of approximately 75,000 square feet
et Wilmington, and to the extent of approximately 25,000 square
feet at Torminal Island.

A public hearing on this applicetion was conducted by
Tyeminer Hendford at Ios Angeles, ot which time the matter wes
duly submitted, and it is now ready for decision.

Aipplicant relies as justification for the granting of the
application on the alleged fact thet the warehouse space evail =
able for the public at Wilmington and Terminel Island is inede -
quate and Insufficient, and that practically all available spece
15 contimuously occupied, resulting in occasions when materlial
or commodities intended for siorage cannot be cared for.

The present storsge warehouse of applicant is located at
No.237 rries &venue, Wilmington, and representc approximately

55,230 squere feet of storage space. Due O the demends made




upon applicent for storege space, it has beon necessary to
lease 24000 sdditional square feet of wareaouse space at
Wilmington, said leased space, however, being separate from
«he mein warehouse and inconveniently located for the economical
ené satisfactory handling of warehouse businesse. Applicant
alleges that its storage requirements during the past Iive
years have increased Irom approximately 10,000 square feet

to 79,230 square feet of floor space as now in use; that much
of the tomnage at the Ios Angeles Herbor is stored prior %o
shipment, and thet a large volume of the incomling shipments
from vessels at Los Angeles Harbor is stored for later dis -
tribution to consignees; that there are no other warehouses

or storage facilitics available at the Harbor affording space
or Tacilities for the present demands of the public or o mee?
the neods of the increasing volume of tonnege handled at Ios
Angeles hmarbdor.

T. P. Puckett, president of applicant corporation, terti-
riecd +thet nis compeny hed been cngaged in the warehouse business
ror about ter veers, approximately 55,000 squere feet of storege
space being contained in the two main buildings and approxzinately
35,000 square feet of warehouse: gpace boing located in leased
buildings, the latter, however, not belxg well adapted for
economical storege, lacking proper facilities axnd not being
satisfactorily located. All warehouse space cogtrolled by the
applicent is practically filed at the present time, and there
veing no other warehouse space in Wilmington, available for lease
by applicant, it is proposed w0 construct additional warehouse
facilities with & storage space of approximately 75,000 square
reet of storege space. witness is also contemplating the
assignment of & portion of the space in the proposed Wilmington
marehouse Tor the conduct of a bonded warohouse, and in its
construction and arrengement to meet the roguirements of the
tederel government £or the conduct of & bonded warchousee.
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F. W. Puckett, a witness for applicant, testilled regaording
<he present patronage enjoyed from the public in the storage of
e wide range of commodities, practicelly ell space now belng
occupied end some materisl offered requiring refusal by reason of
sufficient space 1ot being available. according to the testimony
of thic witness, the Los Angeles Harbor area is divided into
thres sections known as the San Pedro {or Quter Hardor) district,
the wost basiz (or Wilmington) district, and the Perminal .sland
district. A stetement prepéred by this witness and tiled as -
en oxhidit, shows the mercheandise tomnage (exclusive of lumber
and fuel oil), handled et Los Angelez Herbor during the fiscal
veer ending Jume 30, 1929, divided as to the threc distTicts,
also showing the storage space available in each of the three
districts:

DISTRICT TONNAGE STORAGE PERCENT
SPACE

San Pedxo 207,585 5% 617,000 Sq.Lt. 77%
(or Ouver Zardor) :

Tilzington 2,615,571 63% 90,000 ™ "  11%
Terminel Island 1,328,547 32% 98,000 " " 12%

Totel - 4,151,703 100% 805,000 ™ T  100%

The following statement, prepared by the witness from the
records of the Ios Angeles Harbor Commission, shows the increese
in merchandise gtonnege, exclusive of lumber fnd Iuel 0il, for
the *iscal years as tabulated:

Fiscal Year Ending June 30th Tonnage

1923 1,531,066
1924 2,557,855
1925 2,798,566
1926 2,760,534
1927 3,095,108
1928 3,159,849 |

1929 4,151,708




This witness also presented exhibits showing the warehouse

space of epplicant, the tonnage handled each year, amd the

estimeted nugber of carloads comprising suck tornage, a&s follows:

Yoaxr Squere feot Tonnege Zstimeted number
of handled of carloads
warehouse
space
1923 22,425
1924 55,425
1925 55,425 138,

1926 59,425 | 110.

1927 66,925 4418 | 147-
1928 66,925 3922 279
1929 66,925 20081 669 .

In the opinion of witness an increase in the storage
space of epplicant is necessary to enable the proper handling
of inereeased business éequiring storage prior to shiipment or
after arrival at los Angeles Harbor.

Clerence H. thson, Mergger of the Los Angeles Chamber
of Commerce Departxeat of Foreign Commerce and Shipping; AeCe.
Williems, Custom'Hbuse Broker and Freight Forwarde;; H. D.
Final, Wholesale grocer; S.R.Eoranstein, President of COasti
Fishing Company, fish camners; H. Z. Fitech, local menager of
Scott Paper Company; T. C. Laublisch, District llanager of
Proctor & Gemble Distributing Company; R. H. Walters, Chief
Clerk for American Cyanamid Sales Company; J. W. Therken,
duyer anl maneger for Boyden's Honey; and L. Xoppell, Freight
Forwerder and Public Welgher, testified in behalf of applicant,
ell being of the opinion that the estadblisiment of additional
warehouse storage space at Los Angeles Harbor is nscessary;
also regarding satisracuory service having been renderégyappli-
cant. Exhidbits were filed endorsing the application,
consisting of letters from F. L. Hooper, Los Angeles District
Meneger of the American-Hawailen Steemship Company; Jos. M.

Mardesich, President of Framco-Italian Packing Co., Inc.; and
=i




Tan Camp Sea Food Co., Inc. Resolutions were presented

as exhibits endorsing the application from the Wilningvon
pivisior of %the Los Angeles Realty Zoard es adopted iexreh 26,
1930, and from the Wilmington Chember of Commerce as &adopted
lercn 19, 1930.

Counsel for Crescent Wharf & Tarehouse Company,
interested perty, stated the position of his client rogaxding
the granting of this application. Subsequent to the filing
of this application an application was f£iled by Crescent
Thart & Tarehouse Company for a certificate of public con-
venionce and necoessity to operate a public warehouse én Terxinal
Tsland with an area of 50,000 squere feet. Crescent Whatt &
TWerehouse Company contends that a declsion on this application
should be held in abeyance until efter & hesring will haeve
boen held on its epplication for a certiricate, oxr if the
instont application be granted that such certificate de
suthorized without prejudice against the application filed by
tne Central Wharf & Warehouse Compeny.

A. E. Drew, proprietor, Hardor Warenouse, appearing &s
an interected perty, testified thet he formerly operated some
12,000 square fcet of warehouse space on leased premises.

Tn 1927 the lease expired and the wiltness was obliged to seek
another location et Wilmimgton, and & temporary warelouse Was
secured heving e maximum spece ol approximetely 5000 squere
feet. The operatvion of warchouse facilities naz been contimuous,
slthough & reduction Of space Was necessary due to the loss of
the leased space and the necessity for the relocation of the
pusiness. Witmess. proposes to comstruct additional racili-
ties and objects to the granting of the requested cortificate

iT such grant precluded the enlargement of the facilitles ot

the Tarbor Tarekouse. It appears thet tae plans of witness

are tentative, being dependent on the securing of a satvisfactory
locesion at Wilmington and VO the necessary tinancing of
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edditional werechouse space. TUnder the provisions of Section 50%
of the Public Utilities Act,this witness, as proprietor of the
Hardbor Warehouse is authorized to continue the operation of the
waredouse space ac actually operated in good faith at the time
Chapter 878, Statutes of 1927, became effective anéd is further
authorized %to extend or otherwise increase warehouse space to the
extent of 50,000 square feet.  There wes no showing that the
Harbor Warehouse contemplates such additional space being mede
available within eny definite future time, nor theat it is entici-
pated to construct & greateor capacity than that which under the
statutory law may be added without the necessity of securing a
certificate of public convenilence and necessity.

Te neve 2ully considered the evidence and exhidits in

this proceeding. It eppears therefrom that the additional space
proposed 0 be established by applicant in the e;tablishment of
edditvional warehouse cepacity at Wilmington and Terminal Islsnd
is urgently required dy the public. The record shows no
warehouse space 0 be available on Terminal lsland, other than
seconl~story space on the municipal wharves, all of which is now
either occupied by goods stored or in use L£or othoer purposes by
the municipal board of Harbor Commissioners. Some odbjection
exists by parties who nave heretofore stored commodities on the
municipal wharves due t0 the large volume of cement handled over
the wharves upon which the second story werehouses ere located.
Zsteblishment of public warehouse facilities on Terminal Island
will also prove advantageous 10 the fish canners and packers
whose plants are concentrated at the southerly end of Terminal
Island. The canning of £ish is largely seasonal end storage

£ the packod product is necessary for market distridbution
throughout the year and when the storage space of the canneriles
iz £illed it 1s necessary %0 store in public warehouses in
Tilmington or points outside the harbor district, resulting 1in
trensportation expense which would be unnecessary if pubdblic
storege speace were avallable at Terminal Isiland.
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As regerds the additional storage space proposed to be es-
+eblished as an extension Of applicant's facllities at Wilmington,
the record shows a present nced for additional space and &

Prospective need to keep pace with the raplly increasing tonnage

handled 1n and out of Los Angeles Eerbor, the record showing e
rapid. - imncrease in the volume of commoditvies which are placed
in storage prior to siipment Irom the harbor or for gradual
distribution after arrivel from coastal, inter-coastel and

foreign portse.
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A pudblic hearing aaving been held on the above entitled
apolicetion, the matter having been duly submitted and the
Commission being now fully advised,

TEE RATIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREBY
DECLARES that public convenience and necessity now requires
and Will iz future require the establishment of additional public
storage warehouse space .by applicant Wilmington I’ransfea:'c-n %ﬁor&ge
Company, & corporation, %o the extent of 75,000 square fee?l at
Wilmington in the Los Angeles Haxbor district, and of 25,000
square feet &t Terminel Island in saidlzos Angeles Harbor Dis-
trict, and

IT IS EEREEY ORDZRED thet & cextificate of public conven~.
tence and necessity be and the came hereby is granted to
Tilmington “ransfer and Storage Company, & corporation, for the
eddition of public storage warehouse space in conjunction with
its present storage warehouse bu;iness at Wilmingtbn, said
additional space heredby suthorized consisting of not more than
75,000 square feet of public warehouse spade o be‘located at
Wilnington and not more than 25,000 square feet of public ware-
house space to be located at Terminal Island, poth authorizations

marehouse storage
for additiomel/space to be located in the Ioz Angeles Harbor
District, in the County of Les Angeles, State of Californiec.
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Tais oxrder is subject to the following conditions:

I-  Applicant herein shall file within twenty

(20) days from the dste hereol 1ts writion acceptance
of the certificate herein granted and the conditions
herein imposed.

2~ The tariff rates, rules, regulations and con =~
ditions as now lawfully filed with this Commission
and covering the operation of existing warehouse
storage now operated by applicant at Wilmington shell
apply to and govern the operation of the additional
warehouse space hercin authorized until changed or
amended by proper application and subsequent order

of this Commission.

3- The authority herein granted for the operation
of additional space at Wilnington end Terminal Island
shall be subject to the establislment by applicant

of the additional spaco for the use of the nublic
within one year from tie date hereol, and if not 30
established this certificate shall be null and void,
wnless further time for the estadlishment of saild
fecilities be authorized by subsequent order of this
Commission.

4~ ‘The rights and privileges herein authorized

mey not be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred,
hypothecated nor assigned by the applicant herein
unless the written consent of the Railroad Commigsion
to such discontinuvance, sale, lease, translfer,
hypothecation or assignment has first been secured.

Dated at San Francisco,lalifornie, this Z2 >-‘*‘4«&!.(@@' ol
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