Decision YNo. 22&%0

3EFORE THE RAIIRQAD COLIIISSION

In the atter of the Application of

Ko L. STEZVINSCN and PaUL SELFER,

doing dusiness wnder the fictitious

sad style of Viectorville Motor Zxpress,
for z certificate of public convenience
and necessity authorizing an extension

of their present operative rizhts to
{nclude auto trucking service transporting
freight and exprezs to Needles, Californiws,
and intermedlate points beyond Daggett,
and also to extend the sexvice to thoe
Nevade State Line serving the intermedlate
voints beyond Yermo.

Application
No.L16488
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Pril Jacobsen, for Applicant.
W. F. Srooks, W. T. Quirk end G.Z.Harrison,
for the Atchison, Toneke & Seta Fe Redlwsy Compeny,
Protestant.
I. EZ. Serugzs, for Railway Ixpress sgency, Inc.,
Protestante.
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e Stevencon and 2Paul Skhefer, & paritnership doing
business under the firm name and style of Vietorville lotor
Zxpress, have petitioned the Reilroed Commission for an order
declaring that public convenlience and necessity require the

operation by them of an automodile truck service as a common

cerrier of freight and express as an extension of their presently

authorized operating richts as conteined in Decisions Nos.l8406
and 21168 on Application No.l3691 which provide

ror the operation of o Lreight transportation tmmek
line between Los Angeles, Colton and San 3Sernardino

on the one hand, eané between Sen 3ernardine, Yerno

end intermediate points on the othor aend; provided,
nowevar, that no Ireight shell be transporved betweon
Loz hageles and Sen Zernardino; and »rovided furthor
thot applicants may distribute from Tictorville,
Treight to all points 10 milec north, or 30 miles east
and west of Viectorville, all m»oints %o be drawn north
of a line east and west through EHesperla over and along
the following route: Setween Loc Angeles and Colton
and San Bernardino over the Valley Zoulevard and Colton=-
San 3oranardino Highwey, between San Bernardino and
3arstow over the Stave Highway and bdetween Barstow

and Yermo over tho National 01& Trails route.”




Applicants herein propose 0 extend service from Daggett to

Needles,serting the intermediate points of linneola, Ludlow,

Segled, fmboy, Dandy, Fermer and Goffs; also to extend service
from Yermo t0 the Californiao~Nevada State lLine, serving the
intermediate points ot liannix, Lidway, Crones, Baker,

Falloran Springes, Yuecez Grove, Windmill, lountain Pass and
wWheaton Sorings.

L public hearing on thls application was conducted dy
Zxaminer Fandford at Needles, the matter was duly submitted and
iz now ready for decision.

Applicents propvose to charge rates in accordance with =
scaedule merked TExhlibit A", as avttached to the application;
to operate service twice weeXly,leaving Los Angeles at 6:00 2.l
on Tuesdays and Fridays; and t0 use present equipment in the
operation of the proposed oxtensions.

Applicants rely az Justification for the gramting of
authority for the deosired extensions upon the following alleged

acts; thet applicantcs Lhave been continually requested by
shalppers in los Angeles andé by receivers of freight along the
routes covered by this epplication to establish the proposced
service; thet a volume of tonnage ic now moving and will ve
availeble for transportation by applicants; and that applicents .
now own sufficient equipment to adequately serve the proposed
exteonsions.

Peul Shafer, of spplicant partmership, testified regarding
the preseat operations and that terminals were now meinteined
at Los Angeles, Viectorville, Sen Zernardino and Barstow, with
azents 2t each terminzl. The operation between Yermo and
Daggett on the one hand and Sam Berneardino has been conducted
for 2% yearsz. Fourteen trucks are now being operated by the
vartnershlp, in¢luding 10~ 3 ton Reos and a refrigeratdr truck
having a 600 pound l1ce capacity and circulating brine tank, the
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rofrigerating epperatus heving cost $1600.  Approximately

545,000 iz invested in the business, against whickh amount there

i3 & preseat indedtedness of from 310,000 to $15,000. Witness
estimates that three units of eguipment will neet the requirements
of the service resculting from the proposed extensions. Witness

iz in charge of the operations of the parin fship east of San

Bernardino and has had frequent requests during the past three

moaths for the establishment of the proposed service, abdbout a

dozen of such reguestc originating at Needlos. Store door
?ick—up ed delivery and quick zervice rave been the basic of
the requests for establisiment of the proposed service. Witness
believes the number of requests tas Justified the Instant appli-
cation and that the grenting of same would result in profitadle
operation as an extencion of present Opcrative rights. For
the past 15 months the partnershiip has oporatved a delly interstate
service to Los Vegas, Nevada, using 6 whoeled Reo trucks and
operating between Daggett and the California-Nevada State Line
over the same route ac nerein »roposed for intermediate service.
in the State of California. This interstate operation has
gredually increased in tonnsge hauled and 4s now retwning a
Tofit. Witness estimates a tonnage of from 16 Yo 20 tons
weexly to0 be avalleble for movement over the Daggett T0 Needles
extension, principally destined to Needles where it is pxoposed
To establish ean ageacy. The Iinteormediate bdbusiness on this
propoced route iz estimeted by the witaccs %0 approximate not
over 1T tons weekly, being confined to supplies and merchandic
for cervice stations, auto camps and garages along the highway
which are operated for ard vpetronized oy automobile tourists.

X+ L. Stevenson, one of applicant co~partnership, vestilfied
that he was in charge of the Los fLngeles operations and that
frequent inquiries were received for transportation of Lfreight to
Needles and ©0 the smaller communities nerein »ropozed %0 be
served by the tvwo extenslons of routos. These lnguiries,
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from 3 to 5 telepaone calls dally, originate with

Los Angeles shippers cnd are apparently based on the shippers’
desire for store door pick=-up, direct delivery, and to eliminetve
the sresent nocessity of prepeyment of chipments destined to
non-agency points, particularly when the consignee may be located
at @ point on the highway not within & reasonsble distance of
reilroad facilities. Witnese estimates that 20 to 120 days
operation will be necessary to place the Deggett-Needles extean
cion on & compensatory basis, it dbeing the experience of the

i4mesz $hat the volume of traffic increases after the establish-
ment of a new service. Titness has made no zollciatlon of

traffic for points intermediate detween Daggett and Needles,

but as regards Needes business his investigation with Ios iLngeles

shippers indicates an estimated tonnsge of approximately 1lS Soms

monthly.

0. L. Butterfield, employed as agent for the Union 041
Compeny et Needles, testified that als agency received lubricating
oil, aviation gasoline, lubricants and greases in cages, that he
Xnew of the proposed service and that i1t would be & convenience
17 ineugurated. Witness has heretofore received shipments by
truck from Loz Angeles, the lest being during the month of
April, 1930, and consisting of a truck load of oils and greases.
Truck shipments averece about one per month and average about 10
vons cach. Tae truck deliveries ure more conwvenlent in that
they cave troubdble and labor in heuling shipments from the rallroad
freient station to his warchouse,and the expensé of loceal
drayage . Titness does not control the routing on zhipments
consigned to his agency. The exprecs sorvice of Rallway Express
Lgency, Inc., insofar &s same has been used for dxipments, has
been setisfactory and also the railroad service as rendered by

the Atchison, Topexe & Sante Fe Raillway Compeany.
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Roy G. Christensen, residing on the aighwey at Zagdad and

operating & store, service station and lunch stand, testified that

he received ice cream, groceries, moat, ice, candy and solt drinics.
Titness 10w goes 10 Sen Zernardine for the major portion of his
supplies. I the pronosed service were to be estoblished 1t would

be uzed by witness, who eostimates that hiz zhipments would epproximate
& weight of 1000 Ibs. weekly. Witness 135 located about ore—-guarter
mile from the reilroad station at Bagdad but objects to the incon—
venience of taking delivory of his shipments at the ralilrozd stetion
and carrying them acrocs the trzcks or going three niles by xoad

wita his automobile to a public crossing'onabling cdelivery t¢c bde
taxen from th 5tation platform. Witness has used the Railway Express
Agency, Inc. for the receipt of milk but compleins thet the rates

exe 100 high.

Leslie W. Johuson, Tesiding in San Sernardino and engaged iz the
*ire business, testified that he nade shipments into the territory
proposed %0 bYe sorved; that he know of tho application and would use the
sexvice LT authorized foxr the reason that marny roadside camps, garages
and £1l1ling stationz arc locateld at points on the highway which are
distent from railroad stations or where no railroad agencies are
maintained. Titnesz heas used the freight service of the rallrocd
for his shipments ©to Needles and has found it s&tisracéory.

E. Rossbach, residing in Sgn Berzardino and engaged 1in the
business o7 supplyivg zotor parts and accqssories, ships to Needles
end highway pointz propozed +0 be served using such routing as
mey be specified by hic customers. The provosed service would be
convenient for him in the delivery of his merchandise to highway
gareges. witness hes no complaint regarding the rall express or
Treight service as now operziing.

Blaine Osburn, employed as manager £or Herman C. Lynn
operzting & motor truck and tire zgency in San Bermardino, ships
tires and truck repair parts into the territory, and would use
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applicant's proposed service for shiprents Vo highway garages
estinsting hiz shipmentz to approximete from L0OO.to 1000 lbs.
per month. Witzess uses the service of the Ltchisom, Topels and
Senta Fo Railweay wherever possible and has no complaizt regarding
Semo.
The granting of the epplication is protested by the Atehlson,
Topekn and Santa Fe Railway Company and by 2aillway Express AZency,ifcCe
Zhibites were presented chowing the express rates of Railway
Zxpress Agency, Inc. and scheduled passenger trainms upon whick
express was carried. Tour round trips, dalily, are availeble
tween Berstow and Needles, two round trips daily servizng all
intermediate points between Barsiow and Needles, four round trins

daily between Barstow and the stations of Ixdlow and Bogded, and

three tripes daily serving the station of Goffs from both Needles

and B&rstom;

Less tnén carload'r:eight service is availadle on the Atchison,
Topeka end Sénta Fo Rgilway dally from Loc Angeles o Barstow,
Barstow %0 Cadiz and Needles; rour'timcs per week service between
Sarstow and Axbhoy. and intermediate points, tri~-weekly service %o
»oints betweern Siam and Needles. In addition to the regular mex—
chandise L.c.le Ireight service, rerrigeratdr“ cur service is
overated Wednesday of each week Lfrom Los Angeles Lfor Minneols and
all pointzs to and including Needles, and on Saturday night for
Needlez onlye This refrigerator cax cserxvice cares for fresh
vegetadblaes and other pexrdishable products and no ﬁdditional rmte 1z
assessed for the service.

G.F. Connox, operating o bdakery at Needlec, testifled that he
received both Lreight and express by railroad, including flour iz
ce:load Lots. A weolkly average of six tons per week, 1000 lbs.
of milk daily by express from Zerstow, and the mejority of the
balance oL the tonnege By l.c.le Lreight, conprisze his inbound
tonnage. Witneus does nov need truck service his present transpor—

tatlion reculirenments belng adeguately and satisfactorily cared for,
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ané the proposed truck service being but once a week and proposing
to arrive at Needles too late for his business needs.

Geo. Gea Sargent, a furniture dealer of Needles, testified
that he received shivmonts by rail frelight Lrom Los Angeles and
San Bernaxdino, the service beizg satisfactory. Witness was of
the opinion that Iz the event of the establishment of the proposed
sexvice he might make some use of 1t in skipping furniture out
0% Los Angeles for The reason that the packing and crating costs
would be eliminsted, shipments by rail requiring +o be crated
a:d‘rully protected before acceptance.

TaSa Perduse, erngaged in the lumber business at Needles,
testifled s %o his frecuent use of reil freight and expzoss
sexvice; thet the service was extirely satisfectory and adequete;
end thet he would not use the proposed service.

G.F. Mokler, president of the Needles Chamber of Commerce,

& city counciiman, and proprietor of the Coco Cola Zottling Torks,
testified that he recoived freight by rail from Los A ngeles, and
also ships to0 poiats west of Needles. TVery few express shipments
are received. Titness expressed satisfaction with the roil and
expresz service now being furnished and stated that he would zot
use the proposed truck sexvice.

Welee Cortor, In the grocery and hardware business at Needles,

_ testirffed that he received freipght shipmentz by rail Lrom Los

ahgeles, aversging about six tonz monthly. Titness sztates that he

receives good service from the railroad and sees no rezson Lor
changing hisz method of shipment to the provosed truck service.
J.Ga. Zromn, & dealer in meats and groceriec at Needles,
sestizlied thet he received betweezn 15 and 25 tons of merchandise
monthly, receiving express shipments every day; that both rail
freight and express service were satisfactory, and that he did not
oelieve he could use the proposed truck service for fthe receiving

of his shipments, such service not appezring attrmctive.
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2.le e ILain, & druggist of Needles, testified that ha
received rreight shipments from Los angeles by rail in sr anmount
of approximately 15 tonsz per year. IHe uses some rall express
‘service. 3Zoth ‘ahé rail and express service are entirely satis-
fuctory and he doos not fLoel that the proposed truck sexvice iz a
necessity for hls busine;'ss. |

C. B:ddle, employed ac menager for the T.C. Penny Coe, &
departunent store at Needles, stated that most of hls shipments fom

Angeles were transported by rall express, very lLittle rail

Zos
freight originating at that point. WTitness would not use the

Toposed truck service 1f 11 were %o be authorized and 4414 not
consider it necessary for als business.

Tze X. Cloyonool, Jr., in the pencral merchandise business at
Needles, testirled that his concern received shijpments 2rox Los
azngsles, practically all »2il shipments beizng iz Less than carload
cuantities. A coasideravle volume of exproess ls aiso recelived. Ne
complaint exists as regards the prosent methods of tronsportetioxn,
excepting az rogards eggs received by cxpress from Riverside and
vrazsferred at San Deraardine resuliing in some losc by brezkage.
witoess stated that the proposed truck service would not de
attrzetive and that he would not use same 1f estadlished, believiné
the present rell Ireight and exnress service $0 be adequate axnd
genexelly saticfoctorya

Sy stipulation 1% was agreed that the tectimony of the following
merchants and concerns at Needlec would bde the came as that of
otior Needles witnesses whose testimony iz shown in the preceding
paregropas:~ Flalto, shoe dealer; Yosimoto, groceries; Nichols,
grygoods; Needles Gas & Zlectric Co.; Drake, meat marcet; Needles
Ice Coaj; Lionohan=iurphy Coe; and City lMeat larket.

A careful. review and conciders uion 0T the record in thics pro~-
ceedirg results in the coaclusion that the proposed e:rteneion. orf

eppliconts route €0 cerve the territory botween Dagrett and Neeale.,
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S 20% necessary, the merchants of Needles being epparently well
*.:isi‘ife,d witk the present service now available by the preseat
1L freight end express fecllitles. The Lrequency of service,

otk freight and oxpress, vogether with the refrigerated car service

2o frefghs, without additiomal cost, is unquestionadly superior

0 the trucik service as pronosed to be operuted but twice weckliy.

The proposed cexvice would be convenlent Jor highway garages,
cervice stations and auto camps located at points off the rallroad,
dut the limited volume of traffic to be furzisiked by suck consizzees
would not justify or Izmsure the continuance of operation if a
ree.soné.ble\ volume of business were 10t to be availsble at the
proposed termimel at Needles. Thiz portion of the spplication will,
therefore, be deanied.

A3 regards the service propoced betweez Yorme axzd the Califcrnia-
Xevade State Line as an exteancsion of service now rondered bvetween
Lo3 4mgeles snd Yermo. The rocoxrd chows that applicanss are zow
operasing a daily interstate service to las Tegws, Nevadz. There
appesars no reason why the smell volume of traffic destined to the
sparzely popklated highway points deitmeen Yermo and the Callifornia-
Nevada State Line should not be carried by applicants oz thelxr
=2z Vegeo tmé.ks, some 02 the highway auto camps and ofll stations

eing located on the highway in a desexrt country and at very consid— -
erable distances fronm rail or other authorized truck transporitail ox.
Such ax operstion would be g material convenleace for *:.ne' Tow resli~

ents 02 tiaese ottlying desert communities, which have been ectad~-
lished principally to care for the automobile tourists entering
Calirérnia over transcontinertal routes from ezctern statec. e
believe, however, if zuch service be established thet It szhould e
conducted in conmection with the operation of thc Las Vegms trucks
thereby rendering theze small highwey communities the adventoges
of a daily service rether than the operation of u twice weelkly

service as proposed by appliceat. Operating mileage Will also be
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cogserved for the amplicent if tho through Ioslfegas trucks
trensport the relatively small volume of freight which would -
offer for the points intermediate botween Yermo and the
Celifornia-Nevada State line. mhe order herein will provide
cor the serving of these intermodiate points by the use of The

vhrough las Vegas Trucks.

0 2 D E R

A public hearing having been held on the ehove entitled
application, the matter heving been duly submitted and the
Commission being now fuwlly advised,

TE% RAILROAD COMMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREZY
DECLARES that public convenience =nd necessity 4o not regquire
the operation by X. il. Stevenson aad Paul Shafer, co-partners
operating under the fictitious firxm name and style of Tictorville
Motor Txpress, of en automobile truck line as & common carrier
of freizht and express, @s ex extension of thelr present Oper -
ative rights, detween Deggett and Needles axd intermediate points
vie United States Highway No.66, sud

IT I8 IEREBY ORDERED that such portion of Application
N0.16488 be and the came heredby is denied.

TEE RAILROAD COMCIISSION OF TER STATS OF CLLIFORNIL HEREZY
FURTEDZ DECLARES that pudblic coavenience and nececsity require
the operatvion by XK. M. Stevenson and Pmul Saafer, co-partnors
operating wnder the fictitious firm neme and style of Tictorville
Motor Zxpress, of an automodbile truck service as & common cerrier
of freight and express between Yermo and the California-Nevaeda
State line, via Tnited States Higaway No.91, serving all inter-
mediate poiats including ileanix, Mddway, Croanes, 3Beler, Halloran
Springs, Yuccz Grove, Windmill, .ountain Pass and Wheaton Springs,
end
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I7 IS ZERIZY ORDERED that a certificate of public convenience
- and nececsity be and the ceme aeredy iz granted to X. M. Stevenseon
and Paul Shafer, co=-partners operating uwnder the PLctitious Lirm
name and style of Vietorville Lbtor Zxpress, for the operation
of an automobile truek lime as a common carrier between Yeornmo
and the California-Nevade Stete line and all intermediate points
on United States Highway No.9l, said points including the
communities at Mannix, llddway, Crones, Saker, Halloran Springs,
Yaccs Grove, Windmill, lowitain Pass and Vheaton Springs.

The authority heredy granted is not & new and separate
cextilicate but as an extension of and as a consdlidation with
applicants® presently authorized operative rights for the
transportetion of Lreight bdetween Los Angeles, Colton and Sex
Bernardino on the one hand, snd the territory between Victorville,
3arstow, Daggett and Yermo on the ovther hand, as such operative
rights are more fully set foxrth in +his Commission's Decisions
Noz.18406 and 21168 on Application No.l369L, and as referred +o
in the preceding opinion. This order i issued subject %o the
following conditlions:

1= The service between Yermo and Californie-

Nevede Stete Iine and intermediate points is to

be remdered by the through trucks of the applicant

in connection with their interstate truck service

as aow rendered To Los Vegas, Nevada, via United
States ITighway No.9l botween Yermo and the California~
§évada Stete line.

2= Applicants shall Tile their written acceptance

of the certificate herein granted within a period of not
to exceed ten (10) days from date aercol.

3= anplicoant shall file, iz duplicate, within 2
pesiod of n0% to exceed twenty (20) days from the
date hereof, teriff of rates and time schedules, such
tariffs of zates and time schedules to be ldent ical
with those attached to the application herein, or
rates and time schedules satisfactory to0 the Railroad
Commiscion, and shall commence operation of saild

service within a period of rot to exceed thizty ( 50)
deys from the date hercof. .
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4= The rights and privileges hcreln authorized

may not be discontinued, sold, leased, transferrod
nor assigned unless the written consont of the
2ailroad Commiscion to such discontinuance, sale,
lease, transfer or assignment hac firsv been secured.

5- No vohicle may be overated by appiicants herein
unless such vehicle is owned by caild applicants or
1s leased by them under a contract Or sgreement on &
besis satisTactory 0 the Railroad Commission.

Dated 2% San Francisco, Californie, this 5&2@%{ day of

E%Mmyﬂﬁjﬁ%é
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