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Decision No •. __ ~_"wI_":..._'" '_" '_l __ • 

CITY OF RE!lWOOD CITY, 0.. 
~c1~ corporation, 

CO::tpla' nan t, 

Vs.. 

PACI!!C ~ A.."m "'!T~CT?!C 
COMP~, a. corpora t10n, 

Detendant'. 

I 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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~ 
) 
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---------------------) 
Al.bert Man:st1eld~ 1'or Comple.ina.nt. 

c. p. Cutten, 1'or Detendant. 

BY '!!:a.c.:. COMMISSION': 

OPINION ..... ..- ... -~-- ..... 

In. th.1:5> matter the. eomplajnant, City ot :Redwood 01 ty, 

asks tha.t the- Re.1lroad Colm:l1ssion determino tb.a.t Schedule I,-S. 

or heine Gas and Eleotric Company', which become" e:a'eot1ve 

J'uly 1, 1928, is applicable to s.treet lighting se.rv1ce s.upplied 

to eom;pla1nen.t a.n~ that defendant, Pe.ci1'ie Gas and ElectriC 

eom:9any, be d1reeted to retuud to comple.1nont the sum or 
$244.47, -=Ogether m th a reo.s.o]l~ble retu:cl u~n 1 t~ investment 

in those 1'a.0111 ties not requ1red to 'be owned by consumers under 

Sehed:ul.e L-8 during the. time this. sohe.dule bas been in etteet. 

E:ee.r1ngs in this matter were held in Se.n Frano1zeo 
. 

betore Exe:min.er ii1ll1ems on. the lOth e:nd. 14th or 1e:::;.ua:r;r, 

lS30, e.t 'Chioh times test1mony- wa.s reoe1ved. 'ttLe m.atter was 

submitted tor decision on the l~tter date. 



~la~t o~s a ~tre&t l1ehttng system co~s1~t~, 

in part, or electrolierz ill teroon:l.ooted by tD:lderground oa.bles 

end) in po.rt, o-r 11eht1nS; !"iXtues c.tte..olled to c1ete:do.nt9 s poles 

and. 1ntereonneet~ b=r overhead wircs su~~rted on dete:c.da.nt9 :;, 

Cl"Oss e.m.s. In add1 t10n thereto, 1 t owns the trs.nstormer~ a:ld 

o;:.e-halt the pr1m.c:c-y oircu1ts supplying and rogulc.ti:lg this 

O:l the 8th dc.y' or ~eh, 1~2S, ecmtpl.e1mmt entered 

into a !'ive-yetU' agreement nth deto:c.dant to purohaSe electr10 

ene'rQ tor street 11e;b:t1ng purpoaes a.t a. metered rate. s.et torth. 

in !>arete;re.ph S ot' this com:plo.1nt. and sinoe t~t date b.o.s reoe1 'Ved 

:serv1c.o e.nd l'Ud 'tor 1 t a.t the.t r=.te. On Jul.:r l, 1928, de-

tendant' 3 SoJ:.edule I.-S tor na.t r~te clectro11er scrv1oe. became. 

etteet1vo}a.nd, it a.ppllect to eomple:1nant'::. service, vo:uld have 
. 

resUl to, in :reduced b1ll.1ng and el.so he..ve requ1red det'endant to 

own etll :pr~ o1ret:i ts and trana:to:z:mers. 

Tll$ roel. issue 1n this matter is 'Whether or not 

Sohed;ule. L-8 is a.~,J.1ee.ble to t...""l.e overhead :system. 'Wll1oh ~r1~:;, 

one-~uarter or more 0'1: oom.ple.1Dant's te.o1l1t1os. COmpld.nent 

con.tends that 1 t 1$ anl1 bo..=es 1 ts ole.1m on. the word& "or other 

ou'Moor 11g1lt1:lg oys'te:n.1t taken. trom the deSCriptive l'~ph in 

tha.t sohedule 1mI:1ed1~tel.y tollo1l1ng the eo.;pt1on "Eleetro11~r Fla:t 

:Re.te Servioe." ~$ pal:':ertl~ ~ds in, tall. as toUows: 

"A.ppl1ee.ble to :sel"'V1ee to eleetroller or other out-
door lighting sys.tems where eonS'Wller owns the, 1.1e;ht1ne 
t1:tu..~ and 1ntereon:o.eet1ng o1rem't$ and the COmpany 
!ur:l1shes enera at one or more central po1nts.1t 

Deten~t contonds that 1 t 1:: not and cla1ms that the ph...-ase "or 

other outdoor 11e;b.t1ng system" 'm8 1noluded 1!l the ::.ch~duJ.e ror 
the sole purpose or ta'idng care or service to ornamental lamps 
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0:: olecrtrol.1e...-s e.t sate$~ eutranoez., 'bridge heads and. other out-

~oor looa.t1ons suppl.1~ with energy 'bY' means ot' underground ea.bleo. 

In the absonee ot' eJlY' oor.t'Osponden ec or other ~:c.:orm:l.

t1o:r. of record cl~ or 11m1t1ne; the meaning ot' those words, 

we can only interpret tb.em. 1n their nomaJ. sense and ~e that 

they 1nelu'e any and all outside lighting Tlhether indiV1dual. 

stanC!ards or sys'te.c.s ot' stcnde.rds and whether :!.uppollod end inter-

connected b:y mee.:c.s o"l underg;t"Ound o.ables or bY' m.eans ot overhead 

l1nes. 

::xh1 '01 ts subm1 ttcd bY' bot:!1 part1es indioa.te -:hat a. 

slight saving wo\1ld hfl'V$ re3ul ted had compj.o.1nant been b1lled 

under Schedule I.-8 &no. a credit is ob'Vio~y due complainant to 

cov~ d~ree16.t1o:a., interest and ma1.utene.nce on the tr~ormer:s 

en~ Pr1m..a:r:Y c1rcui ts which, und.er Schedule L-S, would be !Um1sb.e4. 

bY' detendant. N1ne hundred. (90el dollars Q.~pears. to be a re&.sOll-
" 

able amount to cover co~a1nant·~ ent1--e ola1m. 

~e ma1n tenance o"r ttxture.:3> and Wires on ,oles by others 

than the owner ot' the pole lines is. Co practice that les.d5 to 

d1:z.:putes e.nd duplica.tion 0-:: eq,uipment ane. ought :to't to be enoo~ed. 

For th1a reason, the Cot:m1ss1on ha.e, :t1noe the t1ling ot this oom-

:glUnt, o.;pp%'Oved eo. reVision or Schedule I.-S trom w:b.1eh the words 1n 

quest1on.~~ve been eJ1m1n&tod. ~e this action closes th1$ 

se:b.e:dule to tuture 1nztalla.tions or this oh~e.cter, the unu.suel 

Detendant 
-

supplies. less aqu1!}lllOllt in the 1V.rn1s.h1ng ot this ~rv1co the.n. it 

would be required to tu...""'ll1=ll undor ~ :s.tr1ct e.ppl.1cation. or 
Sc~edUL6 L-S' and t.bat schodt1le cannot be ju:stl.zr e.~pl.1ed W1 'thout 

eorre~nd1ng mod1:!"1oa.t1on.. 

Inasnuoh a.s e~ls~nOllt· = $~~ is. the' anll' ono or 1 ts 

k1nd en reooN, the filing 0": a. s~:pa:r:a.to :s.ohedule to moet 1 ts 
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except1o::.e:J:. eo.c.41 t10ns 1$ not warrtlllte4. nor de~i:r:able- and~ unless 

these condi t10ns -can be stendard1zed bY' tho t~er o"r :portions. 

or the tae1l.1t1ee, a. new egreoment z.bould be made supen.ed1ng the 

one DOW 1%1 etteet and proV1~ a rate 'based u:PQn the <n:nd1 t1o= 

e= they now exist. 

ORDER ------
Publi0 he&l"1ngs ha.V1ng been held on the a.bovo O!l.t1 tlod 

oompJ.a1nt, the ma.tter hav1lle been subm1 tted tor deCision, the Com-

mis.s1on no ... being ~ adV130d and basing its order upon the 

oonoluc1o:.s and t1ncl1:l&s or t'aot $Ct torth 1n the torego1ng op1n1on, 

I~ IS HEREBY O~: 

{l} That detendant, hcine Gas and Eleotr1c eompan7, pq-

to campl.a.1nant~ CitY' or Redwood Cit:r, N1ne Ru:c.c1red (~OO) Dollus 1n 

~ adjustmont oor 1 ts oJ.et.1m.s e:.a set i"orth in this com;plc.1nt. 

(2) That tho parties hereto ~rc~are and submit tor th1s 

Co:::m1s.s1on' $ approval an agreement prov1d1ng tor a transter or 
tac1l.1t1es' so tha.t eomplc,nnnt's system may be supplied. under oond1-
t10::lS laid dOW!l. in the schedulos as tlle:r noW' exist c=:» 1:0. lieu 

the...-eot, an o.ereement mutu~ e.eee,te.blo to 'both pe.rt1ez em.b~ 

~ ~te suited to the ~eeul1~ oondit1ons ot ~pla1nant's tac1l1t1es. 

·~o otteet1ve ute or t1J1& order shall bo twen.t,. (20} 

U r ': II 

!/tIL 


