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Decision No. 42. P

SZTORE TIE RAIIRQAD COLIZISSION OF THE

In the latter of the Applicetion of )
tae County of ILos ingeles for order )
authorizing o grede erocssing over the )iapplication No.l8350
Pacillc Tlectric Rallway Compaay's )
right of wey on Hsncock Avenue. }

Zverett W. lattoon, County Counsel, by
Fovert W. Xenny, Deputy, for Apnlliceht.

R. 2. Vedekind, for Pacific Zlectric Railway
Company, Protestant.

HJerry Zerrett, Lor Test Hollywood Chermber
of Commexce, Interesved Party.

B. F. Sarimpton, property owmer, Interested
Porty.
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The County of Loz isngeles, by its County counsel, hac
petitioned the Railroad Comzission for an order granting
authorlty %o comnstruct o pudblic ctreet knovn as Zencock
Avenue at grade across two main line tracks of the Pacific
Electric Rellway Company at & point opposite the intorsection
of Zancock Avenue with Sente ibnica Zouleverd in said Coun vy
of Los Angoeles, State of Celifornia.

4 public hesring on this application was conducted by

Hendford at Los Angele:z on May 23, 1930, at which
was cubnitted.

Hamcoek Avenue 15 & north and south cireet two blooks
long, extending from Santa lZbnica Zoulevard on the south to
Holloway Drive on the north, and aaz no connecyving strect south
of Sante lbnica 2oulevard. Sente Lonica Boulevard in this
territory iz a two lane street, the Pacific Xlectric Ralivay
trocks being located in private right of way between the two
lenes. Slghwvay tralffic mey move in both directions on each

lsne but testimony indicates taat a large major ity of saild
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fraftic actually moves east on the southerly rosdway and wecst

on the northerly rocdway. Crossings are now constructed across
tne Pacific Zlectric Tracks at Westbourne Drive approximately
500 feet éast of the proyoced crossing and at Larabee Avenue
approxinetely 700 feet west.

Pacifiec Tlectric Railway operates a double track reilwey
througa this territory which carries an average oI over 300
{nterurben passenger trains and twelve frelght srains deily.

The speed of these trains is now restricled due to the proxixivty
of its station in the vicinity of Clerx Street‘and Santa lonica
Jouleverd end also due tO & safety ctop on the easvbound track
at aporoximately 100 feet east of the proposcd CTOCTANG

Applicant’s witnesses testified that traflic from territoxy
along Tancock Avenue, destined eust on Santa lonlce Avenue, DOW
moves against the mejority of vraffic on the northerly roadway
of Santa lbnica Rouleverxd o the ¢rosc Westbourne Drive
and that the proposed crossing would permit such trafllc to
move along the southerly roadway betwoen Hencock AVORU® and
wasibourne Drive, thereby reducing the hazard to0 hlghway trallic
end the congestion at the Westbourne Drive crossing. Titnesces
for applicant furtaer testified that the Hancock Avenue erogsing
would reduce thae distamce noturally traveled by »people residing
elong Fancock Swenue when driving to end £rom the dusiness dig=
trict located along Sente sonica Boulevard and particulurly In
tne vieinity of Sante .onica 3oulevard and Clark Street.
However, thic reduction in Gisztance would inm no instance oxceed
approximetely 500 fLeet.

Applicent's witnesses in general were of the opinion that

rossings chould be constructed av cach streot intersecting
Sente Jonice Boulevard out not cloger than 300 feet. Ir.
Shrimpton, & realtor and property ovwner in vhis vieinity, Telt
+hat Sente sonica Boulevard in this torritory should be paved
from curbd %0 curd, including the ares occupied vy the Pacilic
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Zlectric tracks. All were in ecgreoment that the provosed
eroscing would scrve tralffic local to Zancock Avenue only and
hat the crossing, If comstructed, saould be protected by
automatic sigrals.

Yo C. Johnson, issictant Cownty fire ‘ardon, tostifled
that the crocsing would be moxe coaveniecnt thenm the Westhourne
Drive crossing for fire apparatus when moving from 1its fire

oz Hancock Avenué To territory south of
Railway tracks, in that two tumns would be eliminated and
tralfic conditions would be more Lavoradle.

facific EZloctric Iiadlway Company appoarced in protedf v the

.

sranting of the applicetion. : - Lor the Racific Slectric
Railway Compeny cstimated the crossing would cost $2,396.00 of
whick amount the railway agreed 0 pay $496.00. lrs 2oven,
~nZinecer for tae railway, was of the opinion that
shaould be comstructed across Santa lMoniez Bouwlevard at

intexrvels of not lesc than two bloecks or approximately 1200 feet,
out only wien coanecting sircets and traffic conditlons justified.
He further testifled that the propoced ecrossing would ve & great
inconvenience to the public using the railway and 2 hezerd %o

the users of the highway.

eppens from the tectimony thet the crossing eb

westhowrne Drive is inconvenient, hozardous end not Pronerly
located end that the proposed erossing iz reguested, in pars,

in oxrder vo alleoviate this condition. I rolief from the
condivion created by the Iimmoper locution of a crossing at
Jestbourne Drive is needed, studies looking to its proper ro-
ocztlon or o its elimination should be made. No knowledgze

'as ned by 2aay witnessec of suca a study adeving been nade,
although all egreed that o genersl survey of the territonry
cdjacent to Sante lonica Boulevard in this vieinity, %o determine
whet c¢rossinge, i any, are needed end tae besv locationc

therefor, would be helpful. S -
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It does not appeer thet the convenlence that would ve
created for the very small amount of tralffic local ¥0 Hancoex
Avenue that would uce the propoced crossing Justifies its open-
ing and the resultant hazard 30 highway acd railway traffic.

Tae record indicetes theat o large amount of tralflc crossos the
{fic Zlectric tracks along this territory in orderJﬁto use

tae right hand roadway along Sexte lLonica Bouleveard. Tae

proposed cerossing would result io a diversion of thls sort of

vralfic from existing croszsings,thereby spreading the hazard

over & grester territory. The record does not show thet

edéitional facilities are needed for such traffic. e, taerclore,

conclude that public conveniecnoe and necessity 40 not reguire the

oastruction of thls crossing end that the agplication should

be denied. The Tollowing order will so provide.

The County of Los Angeles heoving mede application for
authority to construct a public strewvt nown as Hancock Avenue
ﬁt grade across two main linc tracks of the Paciflc Ilectric
Rellwey Conmpeny at a point opposite the inversection of
Zancoek avenue with Santa onica Zoulevard in said County of
oz Lngeles, State of Celifornia, a public hearing having been
neld, the matter heving been duly submitted, the Comnission being
now fully edvised and basing its order upon the conclusion and
findings of fact ac sztated above,

IT IS TEREZY OFDERED that this application be and it is

e

Deted at San Francicco,Celiforniz, this 6= e__day of June,1930.

horeby denled.
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