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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEZE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
===00 Q===

In the Matter of the Application
of the CITY OF 3TURBANK, &
runicipal corporation, for per-
2ission to alter the grade crossing
on Olive Avenue over the tracks of
the Southern Pacific Compeny, in
the City of 2urdbank, County of

Los Angeles, State of California.

Application No. 163781,

Jemes E. Mitechell, City Attorney, for
Applicant.

R. E. Wedekind, Tor Southeran Pacific Company.

3Y THZ COMMISSION:

OCPINION

The City of RPurbank has petitioned the Commission for
authority to widen and improve Qlive Avenue at grade aeross
the traciks of Southern Pacific Company in seid city.

4 public hearing on thic proceeding was conducted by
Exanminer Gannon ot Burbank, on May 19th, 1930, the matter
was duly submitied and is now ready fTor decision.

0live Avenue, extending in & general norxtherly and
southerly direction through the City of Zurbank is constructed
and peved to & width of twenty-four (24) feet south of Front
Street which is parallel to and on the northerly side of the
Railroad Compary's right of way and to a width of sixty-four

(64) feet noxtherly from Front Street. The c¢rossing of

Olive Avenue anéd Southern Pacific tracks 1s constructed to




a width of twenty~eight (28) feet.

ipplicant row proposes to widen and improve Olive

Avenue to & width of sixty-four (64) feet between FTront Street

ané Flower Street, which is parallel to and approXimately

three hundred (300) feet southerly of the Railroad right of

way, and to & width of sixty-eight (68) feet south of Flower
treet to the southerly clity linits, a distance of approximately
tifteen thousand (15,000) feet.

The rellroed involved is the doudble track, high speed
line of the Los Angeles Division of the Southern Paciflc
Company over which all passenger and Lreight trains of that
Compény are operated between Los Angeles and Northern Californiz.
Ir addition to the main line tracks the Reilroad Company main-
tains one vassing track, one drill track and two spur tracks
at grade across QLive Avenue.

Olive Avenue, south of the City of Burbark, connects
wita Dark Cenyon Road which is one of the main thoroughfares ®
leadirg into Hollywood. A traffic che¢k teken during
Pebruary, 1930, shows approximately 2400 vehicles passed over
this crossing during a l2~hour perilod.

The record shows that when Olive Avenue iz widened
ané improved it will carry more traffic than at present, oome
of the increaszed traffic veing diverted Ifrom Eurbank and
Xagnolia Avenues.

Applicant's witness testifled that Olive Avenue at
the present time wes not of sufficicnt width to adequately and
efTiciently eccommolate the tralfic and that public necessity

vecuired the proposed widening.




The publlc necesszity for the widening of this crossing
wes not questioned, the only issue being the apportionment of
cost necessary for said widening and the relocatlion and
installation of protective devices.

Southern Pacific Comperny took the position that it
should not be assesced any of the cost incident to the widening
except the cost of beticrzment to track facilities. The
City of Burdanx contended that the Railroed Company should bde
required to bear the cost of widening the crossing between
the rails and two (2) fTeet outside thereof, the cost of
meloceting the existing protective devices and the cost of
installing any additional proteciive devices, .

The crossing at the present time is protecied by one
Standard No. 3 wig~wag and two "seconb-irain® indicators. Ve
are of the opinion th&t'this crossing, efter veing widened,
chould de provecteld by two Stendard No. 3 wig-wags. Due To
the location and number of tracks, two additionel”second-train™
irdicators should be installed so that & vehicle driver who has
pessed beyond themsecond-train™ indicator, located on the
»ight hand side of traffic flow to ewail a passing train, shall
receive a warning of the approack of & second traian from the
indicator located on the faxr side of the ¢rossing.

It has been the customary rractice of this Commisaion
in the past to assess the ¢cost of widening a grade crossing
between lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails and

the ¢cost of inmstalling protective devices at existing cross-

ings to the Railroad éompany. We fail to see from the record

herein any reason why that practice should be deviated from

in thic particular case.




After carefully considering all of the evidence in
this proceeding we are of the opinion and hereby conclude that
publlic convenience and necessity require the widening of
Qlive Avenue at gradec across vhe tracks of Southern Pacific
Company in the City of Burdbank and that the ¢ost incident

to sald widening should be apportioned in accordance with the‘

conclucions described above.

A pudblic hearing having been ;eld on the above en-
titled application, the matter having deen duly submitted and
the Commission being fully advised,

IT IS SERERY CHDERED that permission ant authority bve
axd it i1s hereby granted to the City Council of the City of
Rurbank, County of Los Angeles, State of Californiae, to widen
and improve Olive Avenue at grade ac;gss the tracks of
Southern Pacific Company at the locetion particularly shown by
the map (Exhidit m™A") attached to the application.

Said crossing shall be constructed sudject to the
followirg conditions and not otherwise:

(1) The cost of widening and thereafter maintaining
that portion of sald crossing outside of lines two (2) feet
outside of vhe outside rails shall be borme by epplicent.

The cost of widening and thereafier maintaining that portion of
the crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of the outside
rails shall be borne by Southern Pacific Company. No portion

of the cost herein assessed to applicant for the construction

or maintenance of said crossings shall bé assessed by epplicant,




in any manner whatsoever, 0 the operative property of Southern
Pacific Compeny.

(2) The crossing shall be constructed of a width not
less then sixty-four (64) feet and at zn angle of ninety (90)
degrees to the railroad and with grades of approach not greater
then four (4) per cent:; shall be constructed substantially in
accordance with Standard No. 3 as specified in General Order No.
72 of this Commission; shall be protected by a Standard No. 1
crossing sign as specified in Ceneral Crder No. 75 of this

Commission, and shall iz every way be made suitable for the

passage thereon of vehicles and other road traffic.

(3) An 2dditional Standard No. 3 wig-wag as speciflied
in Cenerel Order No. 75 of this Commission shall be installed
and meintained at zaid crossing. The cost of installing anq
thereafter mainteining seid wig-wag shall be borne by Southern
DPeeific Company. The cost of relocating the existing proteciive
devices shall be dorne by Southern Pecific COmpéhy.

(4) "wo additionel "Second-Train” Indicators qr a
type to dbe approved by the Commission, shall de installed and
meintained at seid crossing &t the sole expense of Southern
Pacific Company.

(5) Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days there~
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion
of the widening of said c¢rossing.

(6) If said crossing shall not have deen widened
#ithin ome (1) vear from the &ete of this order, the authoriza-
tion herein granted shell then lepse and become void, unless

further time is granted by subsequent order.




(7) The Commission reserves the right to make szuch
further orders relative to the location, construction, operation,
maintenance and protection of said crossing as to it ﬁay seen
right énd proper and to revoke its permission if, in its
Judgment, the pudblic conveniencq and necessity demand sueh
action.

The authority herein granted chall become effective on
the date hereof. oo

Dated at Sen Francisco, Califormis, this _jz___ﬁay of

June, 1930.
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