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Deoision No. 22;-)34. 

-"'-000---

In the :t..atter o't the A:PJtli cation 
ot the CITY OF BURB;~, a 

) 
( 
) ~icipal oorporation, tor pcr-

~ssion to alter the grade crossing 
on Olive Avenue over the trac~s o~ 
the Southern Pacific Company, in 
the City ot Burbank, County or 

( Application No. 16381. 
) 
( 
) 

Los Angelos, State ot California. ( 

-------------------------------) 
James H. Mitchell, City Atto~ey, tor 

Appli cant • 

R. E. Wedekind, tor Southern Pacific Company. 

BY tEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

The City or Burbank has petitioned the Commission tor 

authority to widen and improve Olive ~venue at grado across 

the tracks of Southern Pacific Company in said city. 

A. :public hear1ng on th1:;: proceeding was condUcted 'by 

Examiner Gannon at Burbank, on ~y 19th, 1930, the matter 

was duly submitted and is now ready for decision. 

Oli ve Avenue, extending in 0. general northerly and 

southerly direction through the City of Burbank is constructed 

and paved to a width or twenty-rour (24) feet south ot Front 

Street Which is p~ral1el to and on the northerly side or the 

Railroad COQpa~y's right ot way and to a width ot Sixty-tour 

(64) teet no=therly f=om Front Street. The erosr;iDg ot 

Olive Avenue and Southe~ Pacific traoks is constructed to 
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a width or twenty-eight (28) teet. 

l.t.ppliee.nt now proposes to widen c.na improve Olive 

Avenue to a width or sixty-tou: (64) teet between Front Street 
, 

and Flower street, wh1c~ is ~arellel to and ~pprox1mately 

three hundred (300) teet southerly o~ the Railroad right ot 

way, and to a width or sixty-eight (6S) teet south or Flower 

Street to the southerly city li~its, a distance ot approx1mately 

t1tteen thousand (15,000) teet~ 

The rail:road i:lvolved is the double tracK, high speed 

line ot the Los Angeles Division of the Southern Pacifie 

Co::npany over wb,1'¢b, all passenger .:m.d treigh t trains or that 

Company arc operated between Los Angeles and Northern California. 

I:::. a6.di tion to the main line tracks the :Railroad. Company main-

ta1ns one passins track, one drill track and two ~ur tracks 

at grade across Olive ~venue. 

Olive Avenue, south o~ the City ot Burbank, connects 

with Dark Canyo:l Road which is one of the main thoroughfares' 

leading into Hollywood. A traffic check taken during 

rebruary, 1930, shows approximately 2400 vehicles passed over 

this crossins dur1ns a l2-hour period. 
The record shows that when Olive Avenue i3 widened 

and improved it Will carry ~ore trQfric than at present, come 

ot the increased trattic being diverted trom Burbank and 

~enolia Avenues. 
A~plieant'$ witness testit1e~ that Olive Avenue at 

the present ti~e was not or sutt1ciont width to adequately and 

e!'tieientl~' e.:C:COI:lZ:lOU-t.e the traffic end that :public necessity 

required the ~roposed widening. 
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'l"he public necessity tor the widening or this crossing 

was not questioned, the only issue being the apportionment or 

eost necessary tor said Widening and the relocation and 

installation ot protective dev1eez. 

Southern Paeitic Company took the position that it 

should not be assessed any ot the cost incident to the widening 

except the cost ot oettc~ent to track tacilities. The 

City of Burbank contended that the Rail:oad Co:upa:c:y should. 'be 

required. to 'bear the cost ot widening the crossing between 

the rails and two (2) teet outside thereot, tbc eo~t or 
relocating the eXist1ng protective devices ~nd tbe cost or 

installing any additional protective devices. 

The cro::;,sins at the present t1:ue is l'rotected by one 

Standard No. 3 wig-wag and two "second-train" indicators. ~e 

are or the opinion that this crossing, etter ceing widened, 

should be protecte~ oy two Standard No. 3 wig-wags. Due to 

the location and number ot tracks, two additionel"second-train" 

1ndicators should be inGt~lled so that a vehicle ~river who has 

~assed ~eyond thensecond-trai~" indicator, located on the 

right hand side or trattic tlow to await a passing train, shall 

receive a warning or the approach o~ a second train trom the 

indicator located on the tar side ot the crossing. 

!t bas 'been the customary :practice or this Commiaaion 

in the past to assess the cost or w1denins a grade crossing 

between lines two (Z) teet outsid.e ot the outside rails and 

the cost or installing protective devices at existing cro~s-

ingz to the Ra1l~a~ gompany. We tail to see from the record 

herein any reason why that p.actice should be deviated trom 

in this particular case. 
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Arter caretully co:lside=ing allot the evidence in 

this proceeding we are of the opinion and 'bereby conclude that 

public convenience a.nd necessity require the mden1ng or 

Olive Avenue at grad~ across ~he tracks of Southern PaCific 

Co~?any in the City ot Burbank and that the cost inoident 

to said widening should be apportioned in accordance with the 

conclusions described above. 

ORDER 

A public bearing having been held on the above en-

ti tled application, the IOa.tter having been d.uly submi ttod and 

the Commission beine tully advised, 

IT IS BEBEBY OEDEEED that :pc m1ssion and authority be 

and it is hereby granted to the City Council ot the City ot 

Burbank, County ot Los Angeles, State or California, to widen 

a:ld improve Olive Avenue at grade aerO'S$ the tracks ot 

Southern Pacific Com?~y at the location particularly shown by 

the =ap (Exhibit ~A~) attached to the application. 

Said crossing shall be constructed subject to the 

rollow1ng conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The cost of widening and thereafter maintaining 

that portion or said crOSSing outside or lines two (Z) teet 

o~tside or the outside rails chell be borne by appli~t. 

The cost ot widening and thereatter Ill$.inte,1n:tng tba.t portion ot 

the crossing between lines two (2) teet out$ide of the outside 

rails shall be corne by Southern Pacific Company. No portion 
of the cost herein assessed to applicant tor the construction 

or maintenance ot said cro~sing$ shall be assessed by applicant, 
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in any manner wh~tsoever, to the operative property or Southern 

Pacific Company. 
(2) The crossing shell be constructed ot a vddth ~ot 

less than .sixty-tour (64) feet and at e.n angle or ninety (90) 

degrees to the railroad and with grades or approach not greater 

than tour (4) ~er cent; shall be constructed substantially in 

accordance with Standard No~ 3 as specified in General Order No. 
72 ot this Commission; shall be protected by a Standard No. 1 

crossing sign a~ specified in General Order No. 75 or this 

Co~ss1on, and shall in every way be ~de suitable for the 

passage thereon ot vehicles and other road traftic. 

(3) An additional Standard No.3 wig-wag as specitied 

1n Generel Order No. 75 or this Comc1ssion shall be installed 

and maintained at said crossing. The cost ot installing and 

thereafter maintaining said wig-wag shall b'e borne by southern" 

Pacitic Company. The cost or relocating the ~i$tins protective 
I 

devices shall be borne by Southern Pacitie Compahy. 

(4) Two ~dditional ~Second-Tra1nff Indicators ot a 

type to be approved by the Commission, shall be installed end 

maintained at said c:::-os::;1ng Ct t t he sole expense or Southern 

Pa c 1 n c C Ol':lp any • 
(5) Applicant shell, within thirty (ZO) days there-

arter, not~ry this Co~ission, in writing, ot the completion 

or the. widen1ng or said crossing. 
(5) It sa1d crossing shall not have been widened 

within one (1) year trom the date or this order, the authoriza-

tion herein granted shall the~ lapse and become VOid, unless 

:ru:ther time is granted by subsequent orde:-. 
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(7) The Commission reserves the right to make such 

turther orders relative to the location, construction, operation, 

maintenance and protection of said crossing as to it ~y se~ 

right and proper and to revoke its permission if, in its 

judg=ent, the public convenience and necessity demand such 

action. 

The authority herein ere.nte~ ,shall 'b,ecome erfective on 

the 'date hereof. 

Dated ~t San FranCiSCO, Cali!ornia, this 

.rune, 1930. 

~~~ 
-=-1#4~_ 
COm!1l1~~rS • 
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