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BEFORE Z.;.:£ P...uLROIJ) COMMISSION OF T"rlE STt..TE OF CALI:FO~Ll 

) 
In the me.tter of the 3pplication of ) 
the COUNTY OF LOS ~~GElES tor o~der ) 
authorizing e grade cross1ng over ) 
the ?e.c1t1c Zlectric ?~ilw~.y Com- ) Application No. 16454. 
p~yts rieht of way tor Mendocino ) 
Street, on Fair Ocks Avenue. ) 
------------------------------, 

W.r. Everett W. Mattoon, County Coun~el, 
by Robert W. Xenny, De,uty, tor 
a:n~11ce.nt .. 

v~. Frcnk Karl", bj C. ~. Cornell, to= 
Pacific Electric Railway Com~e.ny, 
?rotesta:l.t. 

OPINION ..--.--. ...... --
~~1~ is an avpl1cat1on of the County of Lo= Angeles 

tor en order authoriz1ng the construct10~ ot Mendoc1~o street 

at erade ac=oss the Fair Oaks ~venuc line or the Pacific Zlec~ 

~ public hearing was conducted on this ~p~lication 

betore ~am!ner ~~non ~t Los ~geles on ~une 4th, 1930, at 

which time evidence was taken ~~d the matter zubmitted. 

The double-tr~ck railro~d of Pacific El~ctric Ra11~y 

Com~~ny i~ located on ,rivate right-or-way lying lone1tu~inally 

between the two roe.6.ways ot F~ir Oaks l\.venue. J.t the J;lresent 

t~e a er~de crossing is maintained over the re.i1roed at M~r1-

~os~ street, e aistance of ~pproxi~tely 300 teet no~th of the 

w1g.v~ signal. The!"e is e.lzo 0. gro.de cross1ne: at Harriet Street, 
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ap~roximately 300 ~eot south o~ the ~roposed cro~s1ne. Both 

~e=1po~~ and ~r:1et Streets are o,en ~~d travelled tor some 

distanoe on either $ide of Fcir O~S Avenue and the existine 

cro:e~s appe~r to oe reasonably located to serve highway trat-

tic usi:lg the:e streete. !.1endocino Str~et in the vioinity o~ 

the croesine is open tor on~ block to the west of Fair O~ks 

~venue, to the next north and south street, Rose Avenuc. At 

this point trattic usine Mendocino Street ~u~t tr~vel north to 

M~r1,o=a street or south to Rarriet street, in order to oontinue 

west. The reoords show that Mend.ooino street is not opened· to the 

e~st or F~ir O~S Avenue nor is any pl~ oontem,lated tor suoh o,en-
1:lg. 

Applicant contends that the crossing Will be e oonve~­

ience tor residents o..lo~ Me~doo1no Street and will 9.1so eliminate 

the b.e.zo.rd to south"oound vehicular t::'c.tt1c on Felr Oaks ... ~venue, 

because ot the to.ct the tit is the I>re.ct1oe or some motorists, 

~orthbound on Fair Oaks Avenue, to cross the tracks at Eerriet 

Street ~d opercte ~lone the we~terly roadway ot Fair Oak~ Avenue 

between Harriet street =nd Mendocino street. A~ eaoh roadway ot 

Fair Oaks .. "-venue is s.p~rox1:n..~tely 20 teet in .width, the oounty con-

tends thet this ,raot1ce resUlts in Co hazard to tho no:me.l nO?' o!" 

southbound. t::'~ttic clong thc westerly roadway or Fair Oaks ~venue. 

The granttne of the o.,p11cation is protected by Paci!io 

Eleotric Ra1lw~ Company. EVidence was ,resented showine that 

eJ)prox1mately 120 schedules operate daily over the railway :::.t the 

,roposed :point or cross1ne, 110 be1ne; on.e-m.e.n street oars and 10 

be~ns trains to and from Mt. Lowe. 

J,\ ~ec1a1 count of trs.tf'ic was taken by protestent, whioh 
ShOW3 tb.~t in e period ot twelve hours there were 39 veb.101e~ enter-

ing Mendooino street trom Fair Oaks l ... venue.. Of these, 33 ente:-ed 



Mendocino Street from'the south, hav1ne o,ereted a~ainst the 

cur~ent of higAway tr~ttic t~om Ec~riet st~eet) and G entered 

from the north. 

Fro~ a review of the recora in th1~ case, it is our 

conolusion thnt the benetits to be derived from the proposed 

crossing construction ~re so slieht'es to be outweighed by the 

hezo,rd ana deley to :-ailrond. operation which would res'll t from 
the co:struction. 

The record showz that exiotine crossings are avail 0.-

ble within ~ tew h~d:-ed teet on either side or the crossing, one 

or which is protected by ~ automatic wigweg,cnd that the crossing, 

it autho~1zed, would serve as a convenience to prect1c~ly only 

one block ot residenoes along Mendocino Street. Th~ traffic con-

dit10nz clong Fe1r Oaks Avenue between Harriet Street end Mendocino 

Street, which we ~re not convinced ure seriOUS, may easily be 

remedied by motorists using the Mari1?os~ street cross1ng sO as to 

travel southbound on F~1r O~~s Avenue to MendOCino street. 

o R D Z R 
~--..~-

The County ot Los Angeles, havine made app1icet1on tor 

permission to construct a public hiehway at grade over the ?ac1t1c 

ElectriC Re.11wey Company's right-of-way tor Mendocino Street on 

Fair Oaks Avenue, ~ ,ubl1c hearing having been h~ld and the metter 
being ready tor dec1s1on, 

It is Hereby Found as a. Fact tb.e,t !?uolic convenionce 

and neoessity do not require the establishment or a ,ub1ic cross-

ing at grade at the ,oint above 1ndicated, therefore, 
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IT IS !iEREBY OP~ERED that the above entitled ~rooeed-
.. 

1~ be and it i~ hereby denied without ,rejudioe. 

Dated at San F:ano1soo, Ca11tor.nia, th1s /~~d~ 
) 

o'! June, 1930. 

I1J y,. // /" 
~/ 
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Commissionel"'s. 


