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Necision No. 22557

ZEZF0RE TEE PAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

SAN GAZRIEL CANYON STAGE LINE
Application No. 16543
Tox authority to increese pacsenger
ezad freight rates and to suspend
cervice ornegular time schedules.
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Hugh Gordon, by A. D. Poe, for Applicantz.

3Y TEZ COMMISSION:

A. L. Meifer and J. E. Willlamson, copartuers, operating
& passenger axd Ireight service between Azuse and certain camps
in San Gadrlel Canyon, los ingeles County, under the name and
style of Sen Gabriel Canyon Stege Line, have made epplication to
uspend scheduled service and to substituite therefor "on call”

service for 2 minimum zumbor of passengers or o minimum guantity

of freight et advanced ratec.

A

L public hearing herein was conducted'by Ixaminer Willianms
at Azuse, at which Vime the matiter was submitted, and now is rezdy
Tor decision.

Sen Gedbriel Valley Stage Lime iz ome of the oldest in the
stete, having been begun over 20 years ago by Ralph Follows with

horse-drawa vehicles. There were developed in *his canyon =

number of pleasure resorts waick, in the summer season, were well
patronized, particulaxly after applicants' predecessors installed

eutomotive equizment. The copartzoers hereir scquired the business
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by enthority of this Commission from the Follows estate. Soon
after this acouisition, the County of Los angeles, througk itz
Tlood Counsrol Distrmict, begen the comnsiruction of a dasm adout

“en wmiles from Azuse in San Gabriel Canyon, which dam was esti-
mated to cost 25 million dollars, and to give employment Ior &
period of approximately seven years 0 from 1500 to 2000 persons.
Iz enticipation of the volume that would result Irom such & large
wndertaking, applicants provided & schedule of rates which were
approximately 50 per cent of the rates long established dy Follows,
and the reduction roculied in a satisfactory asccrotion of busixess,
particulerly to the dam site. In tae fall of 1929, however, the
Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles, after extensive cngineer~
ing investigations, decided the dam project wasafe ac plamned, axnd
ordered adeondorment of all work. Since that time applicants have
maintained scheduled service 10 Camp 3onits, o diztance of 18 miles,
and to Coldbrook, o distence of 2) miles, with & most meager volume
07 traffic, botk passengers and freight. In preparing for the
construction of the dam and the waiter to be impounded by 1it, the
County of Los Lngeles acquired & large arca oxtending meny miles
up the canyon, including the resorts. The only two camps that
renain open are Coldbrook and Bonite.

Yr. A. L. Meier, one of the partners, testified that a
round-~trip to Coldbrook Cemp, at en elevation of approximately
4,000 feet, ic over & large part of the diztance by wnimproved
gorniain roads, would cost, out-of-pocket, §7.350, while a trip
o Zonita Camn, elevation 2200 feet and over & route which re-
guires fording the east fork of the‘San Gebriel River 18 timeos,
would cozt £10.00. The stream a2t no point iz dbridged, and at

times the water to - be. forded is 2% feet deop. According to the

rigures given by Ir. Meler, an operating cost per mile of 28¢

results, which does not seex unreasorable for the character of




the operation. The tnnual report of applicants for 1929 shows
operating loss of $1521.00.

Applicaats pow propose toreturn to the rates established
prior <o the commencement of ective work on tho dom, and TO Op-
erate the service for e mirnimum of three pessengor Teres and &
ninimum of 500 poundc of Treight, and to operate oanly on cell.
They have ac equipmezt 7~ towring curs,a l2-passonger stage and
e freight truck, and will retain this equipment for the zervice.
Rovnd-trip fares are 0 be double one~way farec. The minime
proposed by applicents ac rates were ehout equal the cost of op-
exation except to Camp Bonita, which cpperently will bYe less dtzan
the cost of operation. Applicantz believe, however, that there
will bYe ot times more than the minima established, and that this
will permit the operation to be continued without serious loscs.

Althougk notification was seat %o the proprietors of the
two cemps arffected by the operatiozm axnd Yo the public authorities,
20 oxne appeared o oppose the application.

It appeers from the recoxrd adduced that there is not

sulficient to Justifly continued sckeduled operation Tor

Treight, and that applicants herein will

provide an "on-call® cervice until such time as conditions change,

end are offering all that public interest requires wnder preosent

conditiozns.

Te thorefore believe thnt applicents should nave autﬁority
$0 slter these rates and establish the minima as proposed ia their
exhidivs filed with the application snd the amendment fhereto 2iled

at the time of the hearing.

This application having been duly heard and submitted,

full investigation of the matters and things Iinvolved having
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been had, and besing this order on the findings of faect and con-
lusions contained in the preceding opinion, which sgid opinion

ls heredby referred %o axd mude a part hereof, |

I7 IS HERZEY ORDERED thet A. L. Meler amd J. E. Willlamson,

¢copariners operating under the name and svyle of the Sax Gadriel
Ceaxyon Stage Lize, be, and theq are hereby authorized to estebliskh,
within twenty (20) deys from fhe date hereof, appropriate passerger
end Ifrelight reates between Azusa ané Cemp Bonita, Coldbrook Camp,and
ntermediate points, as cet foxth fn Exhidbits "A"™ and "C" attacked
to the application and oz further modificd by the amendment Filed
ot the kearing, fixing & zinimum of three passengers and 2 minimux
0% 500 pounds of Lreight, and to witadraw and cancel .other conflict-
ing rates mow on file with this Commission; ead to conduct satd
operatvion on demerd oaly, and withdraw and cancel %ime schedulez

2ow on file with thisc Commission.

[/
Dated at San Trencisco, Califerzia, this'é§éﬁ& day of

June, 1930.
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