
3z.E'ORE THE RAILROAD cOMrassIoN OF TEE STATE OF CA!.IE'ORNIA. 

I~ the ~atter or the Application or 
SAN GABRIEL CANYON STAGE tINZ 

for author~ty to increase ~~sseneer 
end treight rates and to suspend 
zervice on ::egular time schedules. 
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Applicat10~ No. l6543 

:a:ugh Gordon, by A. D .. ?oe, tor Appllcants. 

BY TEE cO~vcrSSION: 

OPINION 

.A.. t. Meier Slld ~. E. Williamson, copartnars, opera.ting 

e passe~ecr and treight zervice between ~~usa. and certain c~pz 

i~ San Ga:oriel Canyon, Los Anec10s Cou:::.ty, under the na.:ne and 

style of San Gabriel Canyon stege Line, h~ve made ep~licatio~ to 

sus~nd sche~uled service and to substitute therefor "on call~ 

se=vice tor a minimum numbor or pacseneers or 0. m1nimum quant1t,1 
or freight ct advanced rates. 

A ~ublic hearing herein was conducted by Examiner Wil11~ 
at Azusa, at which time the matter was submitted, and now is roedy 

'tor decis1on. 

San Gabriel Valley stage tine is one or the oldest in the 

state, having been begun over 20 yoars aeo by Ralph Follows with 

horse-dra~ vehicles. There were develo:po~ in this co.nyon 0. 

number or pleasure resorts whic~, in the summer season, were well 

~~tro~ized, varticula~ly utter applicants' pre~ecessors inst~lled 
eutomotive equi,ment. The copart~0rs herein acquired the business 

l. 



by eut~o=1t.1 ot this Commi$zion trom the Follows estato. Soo~ 

atter this ac~uisition, the County of los Angelos, through 1tz 

~lood Co~trol District, began the conztruction of a d~ about 

ten ::::.1109s trom Azusa in So.:=. Gabriel canyon, which d.am w~s ezti-

~ted to cost 25 ~llion eo1l~rs, and to eive emplo~ent tor a 

period or ap~roximOtelY seven ye~rs to from 1500 to 2000 ~erso~s. 

I~ antici~ctio~ o~ the volume that would. result trom such a large 

undertaking, applicants pro7ided. a schedule or rates which were 

approximately 50 per cent ot t~e rates lone established by ~ollows, 

and the reduction rosulte~ in a satisfactory acorotion of bus~J:es~, 

particularly to tho d~ site. In the tall ot 1929, however, the 

~~pe=visor$ ot the County of los Angeles, ~tter e%tensive engineer-

ing investigations, deCided the d~ project unsate as pla:ned, and 

ord.ered abandonment or ell work. Since t~t time applicants hove 

~int~1ned zcheduledservice to Camp 30nit~, a d1ztanee or 18 miloz, 

and to Coldbrook, 0. distance or 21 miles', with a moet meager vo::,:umo 

ot traffiC, both ~a~sensers and freight. In pre~ar1ng tor tho 

conztruction 0'1: t:o.e <!te.:l. tlnd t:o.c '?,ater to be i:::nl'ounded by it, the 

Co~tY' ot tos ~geles acquired e large area ext~nding many m11ez 

up the canyon, including the resorts. 

remain o,en o.re Coldbrook and Bonita. 

The only tono ca:m.l's that 

:!:'. A. L. !~e1er, one ot the l'c.rtners.. testified tho. t 0. 

round-tri~ to Coldbrook C~~, at en elevation ot approximatel1 
4,000 reet, is 070r 0. l~ge p~rt ot the distance 'by ~~~proved 

:no~tain roads, would coot, out-ot-~oeket, ~7.50, while 0. tr1~ 

to Bonita C~" elevation 2200 ~e0t and over e route Which re-

~ould cost ~lO.OO. The stream at no ~oint 1~ bridged, and at 

t1:es the water "to','oo, ford.ed is 2i' teet deop. According to the 

:igurez given "oy !.:r. !.~oier, an o:pe:-e. tins cozt pcr mile or 28¢' 

results, which does not cc~ unreasonable tor the charo.cter or 
., .... 



tho 01'0 ra t ion. The cnnual report or applicants tor 1929 shows 

ope~atine loss or $l521.00. 

~pp11c~ts now ~~o~ose to~turn to the rates estaolished 

~r1or to the cam=encement or active work on the d~, an~ to 01)-
I 

mini:um o! 500 poundc o~ ~eieht, end to o~rate only o~ call. 

a freight trUCk) and will retcin this equipment tor tho service. 

Ro~d-trip tares s=e to be double one-~~y t~rec. 

,roposed by applice.nts as :::-c.tes were c.'bout oquo.l the cost of 01'-

e~ation except to Ca:p Bonita, ~1ch c'l'Pcrcntly ~ll be less than 

the cost o~ ope~atio~. Applic~ts believe, however, that tbe~e 

will be ~t times more t~ the minima est~blished, and that this 

~111 pe~1t the operation to be continued Without serious loes. 

Although notification Wc.s sent to tho proprietors ot the 

two camps effected by tae oper~t1on a:~ to the public authorities, 

no one appeared to op,ose the application. 

traffic sufficient to j~tify continued scheduled operation tor 

either paszenge=s or freight, ~d t~t a~,lic~tz herein will 

prov1'c en ~on-cell~ service until such time as conditions change, 

~d Q=e offe=ins ~ll that public i~terest requires undor present 

conditio::.:::. 
I 

We thc=e~o=e believe that app11c~ts should have authority 

to alter these rates and eotablish the ~1n~ as ~ro~osed in thoir 

eXh1bits ri1~ ~th the epplicat10n and the aQendment thereto tiled 

at the time of the hearing. 

ORDER 

This application having boen duly heard and submitted, 

tull investigation of ~e matters and th1ngs involved having 
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'beon ha.d, and. be.cine this oreler on the find ingz ot tact ond con-
clusions contained in the ~reced:ng opinion, which =:aid. op1:lion ,. 
is hereby reter::-ed ~o end :m!:ldc ~ part hereot, .. 

IT IS I-mPZEY ORDZP..ED tho. t 1,.. .. I.. 1I~eier ru::.d J. E. Williamson, , 

Canyon stage Line, be, and thoy are hereby authorized to esteblizh, 
• 

within twenty (20) days tro~ the date hereot, appropriate pa.~S0neer 

~d :reisht rete=: between Azusa. ~d C~p Bonita, Coldbrook C~"Qnd 
1nte~ed1ate ~o1ntc) ~ se~ torth in Exhibits "A" ~d "0" attac~ed 

to the applicat1o~ and os turther moditicd by tho ~~n~ent tiled 

0. t the hearing, !1xing c. :l1nimum or three passengers and a minim: 

or 500 ~ounds ot treight, and to withdraw and c~ncel.other co~l1et

i::.s ::oa.tes now on tile r.1 th this Comm1ssi.on; and. to conduct ca1d. 

noVi on rilo 1'1 th tho1.:: Commission. 

Dated at San Francisco, C0.11torn1o., this £I..#- day ot 

J'u::.o, 1930. 

Commiszioners. 
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