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In the Me:t"t:er ot the Applioe.t.1on or i 
':em: SO,OtBERN Sn.:P.RAS POWER COMPANY 
'tor a revalu.at ion. or its l'::t"<>pert1es ) 
and e revision ~ its rates. Appl1ee.t1.on. No. ll743 

In the Matter o't the Investigation ) 
on the Com:m1ss1on's own m.~t1on 1nt¢ " 
the contracts aneL eolit:r:e.ct );)J:'aet1C1S ) 
upon a:o.(1 't%llder the. system. ot '!BE'" C8.se NO'. 2M.O 
SOOTH ~~ SIERRAS PO'VlER COMPANY~ a 1 
pu'bl.1e tf.t1ll-:7 eorporatiort. 

In the Mat.ter 01: the Il:I.vest1gat ion 1 
on the Commissi.oll f s own motion ill.to . ", 
the rates, ehal"ges~ eless1t1<:at1ons, j 
oontract praetices, :rules anI!. regu- Case No. 254l. 
~at1ons o"r TEE SOu.mE:ECN. Sn.:P.RAS, ) 
~ 'COM?.A.'"a, a eorpomt ion. 

• 'J, I 

R'agh. Gordou, Newman J"one:s, Renry W. Coil. and 
E. B. Criddle" t:ar the appllcan't. 

c. L.' MeFerIm'1.d, 1:or Gol.dell state Po:r;lend 
Cement Compel'J.7. 

L. C.,Kel17, tor Los A:cgeles Pressed :Brick 
, CompeJ:y-. 

:r. :r. Deuel. and. L." S. W1ng, to-r P:rotestant ' 
Ce.l1:t:orn1.e.: F~" Btueau Federation, IaJ.per1el. 
Valle,." Irrigation Distr1et.,. C1.ty ot'",El 
Centro,. , City ot B:rawl.e:v, C1t7 ot Imper1al., , 
C1t7 or :S:ol'tV We and. City- or Cal1p;:,::tria. 

J"ess Ression, District At;tor:noy, "InY'O cotm:ty, 
'tor Protes'tants Board ot SUpe:rv1sors ,ot 
Inyo C~ty ~ citizens ~ residents o~ 
Town or Big P1ne ~ I:c.:1o. Cotm.ty-, Cal1f'om1.a 

\", 
", 

" 



We:l.ter S. Clay'Son, tor Prates.'tan't City o! 
eor~'" 

c. P •. Ellsley ~ tor Protestant. C1.ty etr Remet. 

c. :r. O"Co:lnor tor Protestant Mangold Mtttuel. 
7later CompaD:r and. various 1%td1v1duaJ..s. 

Lott1s N. :rones tor Protestant Vail.. Compax::y, 
520 Met:%Opol1 tan. Bu1ldj!,ng, Los .A.rl..e;e~, 
Cal1torn1a:.: .: 

I. w.~ Stewart end: A.. B. Shaw, :Ir. p tor Pro-
'. .testan ts ,.City .. 01: Blythe,. 'Blythe Cb'ember o~ 

Cotmlleree, Palo. Verde Ir:r1gat1on District,. 
Pel.o 'Verde Mlltna~ Ws:tor Com~ and 1J:t-
~ v 1duaJ. CO:z:t.S'tl1llCrs.· 

:r. s. tarew,.;·.tor Pr~stut Cit-x o~ Xl cent:o.. 
:r. ~teW~ :R~S~an.d. ~:e. Whitel.e.vt, tCl1:' Pr~s;tent; 

I:mpertal· Ve.ll.ey :Milk Producers Asso.e1e.t1011.. 

Fre.:c:k •. r.. Miller, t'or Protestant City ot Be.:cn-1ng • 

.. J.. Rohroacher~ tor ProteStant; Ntlevo Water ~. 
'! "' . 

. , . 
. W. I •. W:U.sou., tor P:rotcste.nt City ~ Brawley • 

. ~ .. 
" ... f'''''' • 

I- ;;. Powers, tor Proteste.n t C1.ty- ot CeJ.eXieo. 
,,., ,..... .' 

F... C... Jones" tor Protestant Blu.e D1e:mo:td COmpe:.:r. 
~ J... S1xxlc!::r tor Protestant 1'clme;. 'O't1l1t.1es 

Compa:cY." and Yc:me. CJ:e.m'ber ot CoI!lrll.erce. .. " .... ,,, •.. 
Ge o •. W. 'ICr.ng, tor Protestant 5eCLeo· We:ter Users. 

, , 

F. C. I.ynes,tor Protesten,t .Ar1Zona Edison Company. 

Thomas F... A:J:rM)rr: '" ~or Protestants Lower C01OJ:ado 
·River G:1xm1n g Com:pa~ and. ColOxMO Ri.ver Land 
Comp~ •. 

Porter:r. Pre:,st·OJl'·, tor Protestant -Btt):ee:o. ,·01: Re-
ve.~t1011. '.': -

.. w. 1L .remesor:., 1:or'~· pel:' se. 
-'. 

LeRoy M.' EdWards, 'tor Proteste:c.ts. Sotrtllwest Po~ 
. land.' CeItent. Co't11:f!e:rr.r··end:'·~one:. Cor;po.rat1.on. 

. i'·'.. , 
• '\I' ." • ~ , 
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Chas., L.. Ch1J~Cl:S, :e'or Prat;e.s.tent Imper1e.l Irr1ge.-
t ion, D1 strict, Pacific Portle.:o.ct CeIrlen t CompSIt7 
and jo1nt~ with Robert E:ayes, tor C1.t :r,o:e 

• Rol:t:v llle. 

Robert &Y8S,. :Cor Prote$'tants Associated, Ch.ambers 
o't Commerce. ot IIll'perUtl. COUllty, wh1cl:t in. tu.m 
appears :Cor the, Chem.bors o't Commerce ot' West-
m.oreland, N1l.e.nd,. Cal1patr1a" Brawl.eY'.~ Imper1al, 
n Centro,. Rol.tv1l1e,. See~ey., D1x1ole.nd, Habel:' 
and Ce.J.ex1.co, and jo1Irt17 Vdth Chas. r.., . 
Ch1Jders~ tor the City- or :S:o~tv1l1e,. 

.. . . " . w. R. Pa;wsCXll., tOr". P"r~es.ta:c.t Fru1t...ze.le. .Mu.ttuU. 
Water Company. 

L Re. Gilllen, t'or ·Protes:tant.s ~e, ~ 
Water Compa~ aDd Frtt1.tval.e Center Fam. Bu.reel:t. 
". • ..' tI' #. w. :e:. Postle*~a1te, tor P:r:ot:este.nts CoEtehella 

'Ve:lle:r .. Fa:ou B't:I%eaU~ Coachella Water. District 
and'Azsociated Chambor of' Commerce of' 
Coachella Valley-. . , 

:a:. WUblperman., :e'or C1tY' o'! Yuma.,. Arizona. 

George' A. F:l=eneh,: CitY" Attorney, :ror the' C1:ty' or 
. R1 vers1de. ., . , 

E. J'ol:c:t E:r:1eksson, C1ty: AttorDeY ot Bl7the:, .tor 
the CitY' or Blythe" ~e' cttam"Oer ot Co.m.eree 
and. the Palo Verde Irr1.ga.t;1,on D.1,~ct • 

. J'em.esL Barker,. t'or J:m.e:rieeJl .. ':rontlCorJ(Orat:t.on. 

W1ll1em. :e:.' Westover' :t'or" the A:t'izona 'Edison COm-
, pa~ •. 

:i). Be :Eto,berts" C1tY' .A.t.torne:1' or :S:o~w1lle. 
. Asscc.1ated with:' Mr. Deue~~ rb''' V!1ng ana:. Mr .. 

,1'Vh1telaw., ~or Pro:te'stsnts. 

~e BeSot" Cit!" Att'OrDe:7, ~oi: Ci.ty or"R1vers1de • 

• "~I I 

,'1 .~' 



, l~' 

c,p I N" ION' 

. 
~s Commission., on. Sept.etlber lo.p1920:,:ne.de:' 

, ~' 

its Dee1.sion No. Sll.9, in Ap;pl1.eat1o:c. No." 5334;~ sett!.ng: torth 

just and reasonable rates to. be charged by .~he Souther.a. 
, .' 

Sierras PO'Wer Company- and Rol.t on..l?ower Company, in their -". ' -, " 

:respective terr1'torics. On September 25,. 1925-, ~e, Soutller.o. 

. Sierras Power ·.Compa~ (the eJ.ectr1e' 'prope,rt1e:., ot Rol.t at!. 

Power Compe.ny- ,haviI:.g been purchased.. during the- 1nte:t'1.m}, 
#. ,",. '.~ 

't1led its a:ppl1ea.t1on, as ,above entitled.,. 1:0. which it alleges 

t~t rates establ1shed in. De'eision No. 8119,., aDd. as varied 

troa time to t:1me z1nee,. \ie:re "'non-eaupensatory) u.njuet p 
, , 

'tlltt'es.sone.ble~,e.nd. ' contiscatory and less t.han jUst and'reason-

able rates.'" Applicant asked tor a revaluation. o"r all pro-

perties oVllleCt,l'leased and ope:roted b.y- it tllld."'used and., use.tuJ. 

in its serv1'oe to the publ1c and. that the: 'Railroad Comm1sst.on 

ttx a te.1r value ,of such ':pl."()pe~ies:·::md.' eStablish suoh'ratos 

as would p~;-m1t a ,just", t'ei:- and, s.u:rtio1ent 'rotUl:'ll. ,<?n the, 
." ,.", II' " 

value so f1Xed:. Tlle , Commission'ion November 8~ 192'l,. in-

stituted upon 1ts.; .. own mot1on~ Case' Ko.:' 244tO p be1ng an ,investi-

gation. into 'the contracts and the eontract ,practices upon. 

and 'Under the system. or 'l'he Sou.thern Sierras. P~,er CompsY. 

On ~ l7,.19,28, the Comm.1sd.on inSt1tuted.upon its om 
• ' .: "" I ,.~, 

motion Case No. 2S4J:.,. be1ni an 1nvest.1gatjLon.1nt.o the rates. 

l. 



charges, ele.ssit'icat ions, contracts, prae.t1 ces, rules and 

regulations ot ~e Southern S1errasPower Comp~. 

All. the above matters have been consolidated. 

Nu:c.erous hearinGS have 'been held !rom. title to t:t:me d.uring 

the ~endency ot the proceedings. Evidence int~ueed in-

volved 1nventor1es and appraisals or p~s1eal propart1es, 

est:t.ma:tes ot intangible capital values, includ.1ng orge.n1za-

t ion cost,. water rights and going concern, est1mates ot 

reasonable. rate base, est:t:oa tee o~ revenues a:ad. expenses', 

including depreciation e.unuity, taxes, cost ot money and 

:rate ot return,. as well as. all. re·le.ted mattors. 

tho consol1dated procced1ng was taken un~er 

Slj.bm.1ss10n May ~,. 1929, oo·ncunent bn etc be inS tUedl on ' 

Au.gust 1, 1929,. by- Calif'ol"ll1a F'e.:rm. Bureau Federation and 

the Company- ~e Com.1ssion, r~ndered itsdecistoll 1n. 

this matter on N'ove:n'be:- 4., 1929 (Decision No. 2l74S) and on 

December lO, l.9Z9, denied. the Compe.%1Yt's petition to: =-0-

hear!ng (De.c~s1.on No. 21892.. 1 On l"anuary 6~ 1.9S0 the 

Sul'reme. Court otthe '0':0.1 ted States rendered 1 ts decision 

in. The "O'n1 ted Railwazs and Electric Comnemy- o't Balt.1mo=e 

v. Harold z.. Wes;t, at. o.l., constituting 1'J:le Publ1c -Service 

Cocn1::~on. ~ M.e.l.7land, 74 r... ea.. (Ad.vance Op1n1o:c.s) 148, 

and held there1ll ~hat the openting expense or: deprecia-

tion wh1ch should 'be allowed to a ut,1l1t7' :tIl. the t1x1ng 

ot' rctes should be eompu.ted on the ,basis o~ the present 

te.1r value ot tbe deprecie.ble property and. should not '. 

be computed on the baz1s ot too cost ot said property. 



'J!h1s hold. mS was at variance to the· pract ice. theretotore 

tollowed by this Co~ssion and other re~tor.r commis-

sions generally tl:troughOttt the country. In view CJJ: this: 

situation and. in view ot the 1"eot tllat. t.he Comp.a~ had 

fUed a bil~ or cOt:lple.int in the Fed.eral Court seek1:c.g 

to enj:01ll the en1"o:l:'cement ot tho rates tixed bY' the :aid 

Commission order, vth1eh bill. o~ eo::npl.e.1nt :t:c. pert raised 

the qnestion ot the pr~pcr trea~t to be g1ven to, de-

preciation, the CoIIll::l1.ss1.on, o~ .Te.nua:y l7,. 1930,. rescfnded 

1ts.pre.v1ous or~ers or November 4, 1929 and December 10, 

1929., a'bove referred to (Decisions No. 2l.748 end No. 21892.) 

and reopened the entire proceeding tz:nd.er date o-r Februarx 

3,. 1930. Two subsequent hcar!ngs were held betore sub-

mission or the matter on May 23" 1930. At these hearings 

~dd.1tional evid.ence was presented on operating revenues and 

expenses 1nc~'\ld1:o.S depreCiation and. taxes "tor years. 1929 

and 1930 and o~ valuations o~ the pro,erty as o"t June 30, 

1930. 

More then. tour years llave elapsed. s1nee the 

Company- tUed. 11;s appl1ee.t1o::t tor a val.'Ilat1on. o~ its p'ro-

perties and. e;n e.djj'C.ztl:ent 01' 1ts rates. During this 

period, as the hear1n8s on the appl1cation pro,ceeded, 

there developed. 1ndiee.t1ons that too Com~aDy's request 

was directed. not so m:tieh toward the ests.bl1sl:rment o'!' 

proper rates as toward having the' C¢mm.1ssion m.eke tor 1 t 

a t1::td:1ng ot value usetiJ1. to it and its att1l1ated eompe:oi.1e:s 

3. 



to::- purposes or t1nc.ne1llg and othor ends. This o.eee:m.e 

:pert1e'tllarly o"ov1otts o.tter the Com:pa~ refused to 1'ur:o.1sb. 

to the Com::UssioXl. the schedule o'! ratec it desired. to charge 

its consumers end then subseq:uent-l1' and voluntarily mado 

reduct ion atter reduct ion in rates ow1c.g. ~o the pressure 

ot eOlll!>et it ion and other economic and. poUtie.eJ. cond1tio:c.s 

peculiar to the territory served. by th.e Compe.%lY'. A briet' 

resum:.e ot this si'tUat ion appears pe.rt1nent at this point. 

At the hearing held in. Los Angeles on November 

l6, 192'1 the- CompaIlY' was asked to tile with the Comm.1:;s1,OIt, 

emo:.g other tll1:o.ss, e. statement show1ng the schedule o"r 

rates it des1red to :put into et'tect in ord.er that the ,Com- . 

pe:r::::r's COltSuro.ers m1gb.t know the erteet the. t the proposed. 

rates would have on their ":>llls (~. p. 107&.} !b.e Compaz:t:r~ 
,. ! .. , 

at the next hee.r1:ng, 'MAy S, 1928, rettlsed. to prov1de the 

requested. sohed.ule· o~ rates C~. p. l09S} and. a.t the same 

t 1me retused to state: whether or not it desired an 1.l1Cree.se 

in rates ~general or in any ot its rates C~. pp. llOZ~ 

llQ6., llll, ll.l.Z, lllS.} 

In Augtlst, 1928, the Compall:7 rUed a vol'WltSX7 

reduo.t1oJ:l. in rates amount 1:o.g to o.:PPl"ox:1:clately $J.75,000. 

per annum, wh1ch was authorized by the CO:mn1S'SiOll 1n 1 ts 

order dated. August 24., 19;2.8 (Dec. No. 20151.} ~s re-

duction, generally' speak1ne;, appl1ed. to al.l l1ght1ne,.heat-
" , ';, :''''',t/' 

inS and eOok:1nS ru:l.d agr1cul.tu.ral pow.er rates.' e>t;tSide:t o~ 
.,. • I ' 

eompet1.t1ve areas, ana. al.so applied to 1ndtlStr.tal. POVZel:' 

. rate,s in Dnper1el. . Valley. 



crhe Commi::;sion, under d.ate Fe"orua:ry 15, ~929.: 

(Dec. No. 207S4.) authorized e. reduotiOll in rates requested 

by the COIl'lJ;le.tlY' o.mO'Wl't1ng to ap:prox1.:nn.tely- ~2"OOO;. );)or annum. 

and apply1ng to special. lighting and :power service 1n the 

lmJ?er:tal. Valley-. 

In its order date.d October lS" 1929· (Dec. No. 

2l691.} the Commission authorized a further reduc:t1on 1n 

=ates requested by the Cetlptlll7 tQ l:leet rates t1le-.e. 1:>y the· 

Souther=.. Ce.l.itornia Edison CompallY' end ettect1ve 1ll cam.-

pe't1t:tve tett1toI'Y. nis reduc.tion. amounted to e.~J(l:'ox:1mo.te-

1y $5,. 000. ~:r ru::u:rc:m. 

On May 2, 1950,. the ComJ(e.:rx;r t1le:d a map dep1ctt.1l8 

0. proposed elllergement ot its Territory ~fp 0::" 1 ts so-called 

ten-itor.?" eomp~1t1ve with the Southern ca.l.itor:018, Edi.:;on 

COl:l;pany, and asked that such be autJ::.or1zed by the Co:ml1ssion 

in $0 -rsr as the application ot: the more to.vorable power 

scb.eduJes therein. we:s concerned. '!!lis was authorized by 

the Com:l1ssion on 'MaY' 2Z, 1930 (Deo .. No. 2~7l) and will 

reStl.lt, aceordmg to the Co:o.po.~, ill a. reduction ot: ap-

prox:tlD.ately $24: r OOO. :per aD.ll't'ml. 

The CompeJlY', on 'MaY' Zlp 1230, tiled a proposed 

new rate tor electrollE)r lighting servi oe to "oe Il);>plicable 

ill 1 ts Territory "Eft 1:0. order to be on a compe.t1 t1ve "o,aSis 

wi th the Southern Ce.lito~ie. Edison Company" 1n the, secu.ring 

o'! pro:::t:e.ctive neVi bUSiness no.w develop1ng 1n.t.he C1ty o~ 

San Bernardino. 'ais was Iluthorized by the Commission 

s. 



e, 

in its order o't J''Q'll.e 3, 1930 (Dec. No. 22501.} 
" 

JUl or the above reduetion~ htlVe been made 'by 

the CompaIr.Y' during the pendency ot this pro¢eeding and. 1 ts 

h1 st etrY' is replete with changes in rate SChedules, and 

voluntary reductions ~ rates because o't special,condit1ons 

or eom;pet1tion in one torm or another. The territory 

served as compared with tho territory ot other :a.t1l1t1es' 

is lare:e~ sem1-ar1d, l1:tth small and scattered l.oads and 

with a scarcity at congested centers alld an absence ot 

j intensive ~ development noeess1~t1ns long traDsmisston 

lines between loads or group een1;ers a.Dd thus reStllt1ng 

:in e. call'p~ati'We~ heavy cost tor transmission and diS!' 

tr1"outioll, e.n<1 a conespo:r:r.dine~ high operat1ng cost.' 

Sernee under these c ond it ions has reSttl ted 1n relat1 ve 17 

h1gh ra:tes,1ntluenccd :m.o:r:e on. w:be:t. the trat':t'1e waa.ld. bear 
,I .' tha:c. upon :!:actors the. t eommolll.y" determ1:ie. the reasone.'Ole-

ness O'! rates tmder reguJ.ation. As to lea:ge: portions 
. ' 

ot 1 ts system. th1s Compe.~ 1Il.stead ot enjoying So monopoly' 

is subject to severe oompet1t1on. .'. 

In -:he 0Wltns Valley the Compe:c::r is in 'cca:n:petf.t1oXt 

w1.th an electriC: system operated by the City ot Los AngeJfts. 

!:c: tho ter:r:1t ory arc.u::c.d San :sernerdill.~,. Redl.ellcls, R1 vex-side 

and. Co:ro:na the CoIrLpal'J;1' 1s in. campet:tt ion with the SouthErn 
" 

Ce.l1.tomia Edison Con:.pSllY. Zlle Compec:.y is a.lso 1n competi-

-:ion 1:0.. 'both Sen Berna:r:diuo a.M Riverside Coto:1:1es with 

natuml e;as as a tttel tor the production or pOU:.er, and 

1:l Dn:penal. Cotmty with e:t1t"1e1eI. gas used pr1ncipel.ly 

as a t'ttel 'tor heating and coold'.ng purposes~ all. otm1eh 
. " 

. ' 



-".". -i 

has been ot' e~pe.rativ.ely recent development., I. .. In e.d.d.it1.on 
:.1- ~. 4' • 

to' such torms o"r eotl-pet it ion,.' 'the Compeny has, tr an. time 

to t 1me, b-eell compelled. to :red.uee rates to' eerta1n. large 

1ndus.tnes which oove threatened to use their own means 

'tor developing, power. The Company is also raced with . 
potent ial compet1t1o: in. the Imperial Valley, where con-

siderable agitation ~or the acqu1sition ot a ,ublicly 

oW1.lect electric dist.~i"oution system. has been :t'ostered. 
, 

~ese conditions elk contribute to plaeing a limit on the 

:re.tes or the Compo.IG'" entirely- aside 'trCl1l (J.n:r :public re-

gulat1on. As eo matter ot', t'aet" beeau.s~ or these various . 
, ' 

.. 'It., 

~oms O'! eompet itt on and othe'r exigencies, the rates nOtI.' :tn.,' 

etteet thr 0 t:gh0'll t the Co~:pe.I!Y''' s sy ste:a. are generally', but 

with 'few exceptions, volunte.ry reduetions below those fixed. . 
by the Co.n:mission.. Tlle determ1re tton o"r the sched.'Waes of 

rates to be charged by this Comli~ is largely' e. m.e,t'ter ill 

VJhich the 'f'tmet1ons ot' menagem.ent must 'be exercised.. 

. ' It is sign1t1¢@.t ~oc:. the t'm:'egOine;, allot, 

which it; ine.1sputa'b 1:1 'bor.c.c Oil-; by the record.,· ~he.t ~o 

Compe.:lY' does not desire to ohe.rge higher rates, then. those 

no\?' in eftect, to its consumers one. that the sole pur~se 

ot: the Company in t1l1ng its application was to use the 

Cormis!:t.on EtS a means to -an end ,1n. o"ote,1:o.i:lg a valuation. 
.,.,*'.. 

oti ts asso oia ted. properties" tor, purposes o~,. t1ne.ne1ng or ,,,. ,/ '" , ,"-<' ,-,~ '. , 
other ends. The mere ma~e ot e.p:praisalS "is not a d:aty or 

trmet ion ot this Cotlmission. 

a ne.ces~ 1Ir.cid:ente.l to the .~re ~deme:J.te.~ tunet10ns .01(: , 

or reguJ.e:t1on. But the reeord in the :present ease elearly ~ .. 

7. 
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shows tlle.t the t1~1ng o~ the valuo o'! th1s Comps,:cy'ts pro-

perty wo\:ld be sa.pe=tl.UottS aDd \lJXI1~eesse.ry to a '-;p:oper dis-

:p¢'sel. or these proeeedi:rlgs, and would serve no, use:eul 

J?Ur:pose benet1eie.l. to the publlc:. 

With btt:t one exception. eJ.l. of the rate ad-

jttStxxtents requested by the Compe.~ 1n the course, o~ these _ 

proceedings have been gre:c.ted.. The request not ye't acted 

upon 1$ one tor an inorease ill. the re:tes o'! the Bard ter-

r1tOr.T bordering on the Cal1torn1a S1de of the Colorado 

River. 'r.b.1s t&r.t"1tor:r is. spnrselT settled 8llJ1 isolated 

trom th.e territor:?" se:eved ill the Impens.l Valley, but never-' 

theless, has been enjoy1ng. the sane rates. ~e, Company 

des1:r&s to make etteo.tiv6' 1n. the Bard. territory' the se.:no 

%'atos a::; e.%e oharged in the CitY' o'! Yume., Arizona'. jUst across 
, . 

the Colorado River. 'll'nder all. ciro.um.stan~s ol)te,1ntng 1n 
, ~. ' 

this erea it a:ppe:ere that the request is reasonable snd that 

the order should. authorize. the t1l1ng or the solledul.es do-

s1ree. by the Com~ • 

. Should the Company deSire to me.ke tJ'1J.':!l t'urtber 

adjustment 1n. its rate sch«Lules it. maY', O'!: oourse" JtUrsue 

the USWll p:ooedw:e s,ld request antho::1ty t:r,ar:. this Commis-

sion by appl1 ce:t1.on. 

M be~ore pointed out-,. tho Comr;e.%lY' is con-

~n:ted by d11't1ottlt ee01lc:c1e oon~t1ons .. end" it .w1111llldott'btedly" 

be requ1%e4. 1n the ~:tr:re, as it has been. 1n the pas't, to 



make rate reductions trom. time t.o t.1me in orie::- t.o protec~ 

1 ts bu.sinesz. A caretul consideration 01' the record :!e:a.ds 

to the eoncl.uz1on tbat no awropn ate aetS-on Ce.tll. be tt-ken 

on Case 254:l other than e.1z:n1ssaJ., and. tlle order will. so 

pro-v1de. 

Wit.h retcrenee to Case No. :Mt4O., the ComprulY' 

suOm1.tted a l1st ~owine 188 contracts re,resenting all?t 

i t~ power cont~acts in. Ce.litomia. he.v1D.S a. lite ill excess or 
th.....~e yoo.rs. Although it is. requ:1r.ed. that. all ouch contracts 

be tlled with this Cor:m1ss1on, only, e. 1'e\V ot these. contra.cts 

have been zo :tUed, a.nd certain 0:1:' these tiled dUrl.::lg the .. 

pendency- ot' the :present proceeding and upon wh1~ :f'il:Ial action 

has not been taken.. Those contract.s. not duly :r1lf::d. nth this 

Comm1ss1o:l 'b.eing void., :to- action with reSl'oct to them. is . 
necessary. Contraet$ submitted to the Comm1ss1on~:tng the 

cO'!J.rSe of tll1s proeeeditlg are. listed below: 

Southwestern Portlsnd Cemen.t COlJl:PtlxW, dated· 
.March 10, 1927. . 

Blue Dia.m:ond. Com:P:l~, elated. Ju:ne 1, 1927. 
?a.c1t1e Coast Borax COlUl'o.:cy-, dc.ted June 1.:- 192.7. 
J?u.re Iee Compal:lY" two C Olltraets., dated JuJS l.,. 

192'1. 
Y'tlnla . Fermers" Co-o1'0rc.tive Azsoci~t1.on, dated . 

July" 31,. 19:27. 
~er1can ~'i.ll Corporation,. dat.ed September 19,. 1927 • 

." . 
'nl.e. contract ot' the Sottthwestem: Portland Cetl.Oll t 

Cotlpa:w appears to be reasonable and the sa.me wUl be approved. 

Blue. Diamond Compe.:cy-'s contract proV1ded that 

it should cent 1:o.ue 1n et~eet only un:tU the Co:ml.1sst "n 1ssu'ed 

its de-cision 1n this prooeed1Dg. SUch s0rd.ce as is rende:t"ed 
~"" .... , 

to this consu:n.or- in the future w ill. be relJde:ed under the 

schedules or the· Com:p~ on. tile. with this Commissioll. 

9. 



The two contracts with the ·Pt;,re Ice· Company, 

each tor periods ot ten year~, involve no ~ee1al eons1dera-

t ion and will ~ theretore, not 'be approved. tor e. :pe:r:tod in 

excess of three yeess. On the either bind, thelone-tem 

contracts wit 11 Pacific. Coast Borax Compony-, Yoma Farmers t 

Co-operative ,A.sscc:iation aId A::ller1eo.:cll. T1It Corporat.ion appoar 

to be Justified e.nd should be ap;9rC"l'ed since these enter-

~r1s.ez axe of :l more or less he.zexdou.s nat.ure. nto order 

here1n will provide aceordi.ttelY. 

I reco:c:onend. the tollowmg term. of Order: 

ORDZR 
-~---,-

~e Southern S1o;;rra::. Fow:er CompaXl;1' hav.t:tJ.g ap-

plied to the Railroad. Co:mn1ssion tar. en order t1X1ng just 

and reasona"Q.le rat:es, 1nv.'estigations on t·b.e Comm1s:stOll.1's ow: 

motion hanng been 1nst1tu'ted and. consolidated therewith. 

publ1c heanngs having been held, t.he matteroe1ns submit.ted 

qed now ready ~or ~ec1s1on~ 
IT IS ~y OEDZRED: that~ ettec~1ve with 

bills based on. meter readings to.ken on. aDd atter July lst::~·:·,.~ , 

1930:p Za.o Southern Sierras Power CompanY" be and it i$ 
hereby s,tlthorized. to che.:=s.e aDd coJ..lect, ill the terr:f.t cry 

. 
ill Cal1:rol"ll1a bo:=der1ng the Co~o:adol ru.ver, the ro.tes set 

torth 1n ~b1t "A" attached. to this Order a.:cd made a pert 

hereot. 
IT IS HZtmBY ~R ORDzaEl) that tha1; certain 

. 
con.tract entered into by and 'between ':Ole Sou'thern Sier.eas , 

'... .' 

Power CompaDY' and. Southwestern. Po::tl.e.:cd Cement 'Coml?q~, unCier 

date ot March 10, 192'Z", 'be and. the zeme. is hereby e.pproved. 

lO. 



rr IS ~ ~ ORDEBED that those, two 

cert31.n cont:racts entered int 0 by and oe"tween. The Southern 

S1~rr.!s Power Cotl:9~ ,end Pure. Ice Co:::tll'aDY', d.ated .1~ 1.,. 

1927,. be ancI the same ~e hereby a:pproved tor eo period or 

three '3} years onlY.', 
IT IS EElU:BY FO'RTI:IER OEDERZO that that certain 

contract en~ered. into by end between The· Southern Sierras 

Pa:re::- Company e.:td Pacit'1c Coast ,;Borax Company ~ do:teCt JUne 1, 

192.7; tbat certain contract en'te.red into by and bc~weell 

The Sou.thern Sierras rower Company and Yto:lla :Farmers' Co-

operative Assooiation, dated .1~ 31~ 1927,. and that cert~~ 

cont:e.ct ent,ered into by and 'between. 'Dle Sou.thern Sierras 

Power Coml'a~ and American ~111 Corporation, dc.ted September 

19, 1927, be aDd the same are hereby al>p:roved. 

IT IS EEREBY J31i"R1'KE3 O?..DERED that Case No. Z54l. 

be and the s~e is heroby dismissed. 
For all o:ther purJtOses the ettect.1ve date ot' 

th1s order shall be twenty (201 d.!::9iS 1':t'Om. end atter the d$';e 

~e torego1:lg Op1n1on aDd. O::-der are hereby 

a:p:p:roved :md ordered tiled a.s the O:p:tn1on. eDd Order or the 

Ec.llioe.d. Co:nm1S:::1.011ot .the S'tato of Cal1~oJ:n1a. 

Dated at SOon Franoisoo, Ce.l1tornia, this 

.?£,i{ay ot .1~e, 1930. ~@.~ ......... ~(i:::_4==A~~~~ 

ll. 



EXHIBIT "A" -



OF 

,",.,. 
C:ENE:RU. UG-H'!'INc;. SERVI CE.: 

Applicable to general domestie and oommere1al 11~ting, 
service. 
TZRRITORY: 

~~p11cable to territory in the Vic1nity or and served 
t:oll:. the Andrad.e Substation and the Colorado R1 vel' Substation, 
1n<:lu<11ng all: ot that tern tory lying east or the sand h1lls' 
which separate I!:l:5)er1al Valley t:rccn the Colorado- River drainage 
arM, and lying 1n Imperial. Coun.ty west and north or. the 
Colorado River. 

BArT'I"I;'! ~: 

First 15 Kv:-h=~. or less per meter per mo. ': $2.00' :per Mo·.' 
Next 3S " '" " " " " " 12.Sp' vel' ~-hr. 

lC.o¢;" " I't 50 " " " " "' " " 
" 100 I't " " " " " " 9.0,'" " 
" leo. " " " " " " " S.O~ '" ". 
" 20.0. " '" " It' " " " 7.C"i ".~' " 
" 2.50, " IT " " " " " s.O, " n' .-, 
" 2.SQ. n " n " " " " S.~ .ft' '" 

.A.lJ. over lOCO " ft'. " " .'If,. , . tY. " " 5.~ " " 
M1li1mo.m Charge: 

$2.00 per meter per montl4. 



GF • 

SIGN'L!GETING SERVICE: 
" ~,. '...' PO. 

Applicable to l1gh~ servlce tor oleetric ~igns. 
I " • • •• J. , ,.,;", 

....... 

T:E!RRrTORY : 
•• ,1 "" ". 

Applicable t<> territory in. the 'V1c1n1ty or and 
served trom. the Andrac1e SUbsta.t1o::l and the COlorado River sUb- . 
stat1o:c.~ 1nclud1::g all or that terri tory lyU.g east or the. " 
sand'hills wh1ch separate Imperial Valley trom:tlle 'Colorado' , 
R1 vel' dra1nage area, and. ly1:c:g 1n I:n.per1al County. west ane!.' north 
ot the COlorado River. ' 

" 

/ 

~: 

, First ,l50, l,"'Vl-hrs. per meter" :per 'month 5.St: :b'cr Xw-ll:i-. 
III over 150 " ,.," " "' ~.O,~" .' ~ 

, . 
VJ.1ni:l.tIm Charge: 

tz.50 :per meter pCI' month. 

SPEcrAL CONDI7IONS: .' 
~, The',a'bove rates are not appl.1ea.ble to a:AY' other class 

ot seMioe. 
" 



GF 

SCHEDULE C-7 

G~~L BEATING 1t...'ID COOlCtNG lJID COMBI.NJ..TION SERVJ:CE: 

_ ~~D~l~ble to general domest1c an~ commerc1al heat1ng, 
Cooking and. 'w.ate'r hee. t1:lg service a!l~ to combination lighting:'" 
wi th range or. water lle:nter se:t"V1ce." 

, . ' 

TERRITORr: 

Ap~l1ca"ole to terri tory ill the v1cini ty ,ot and served 
trom ,the And.::ade SUbstation and the Colorado R1 ver ~ub::rtat1¢n., 
1ncluding, all o~ tlla.t terri torY' lying east or the" ~and h1l1~ 
wh1ch s:el'e.rate Imperial Valley'trom the ColoradoR1ver dratilage 
a.ree., and ,l~e; 1n Imper1al. CoUll ty. west an~ ::lorth 0 -: the : 
COlo~ad.o R1yer. 

(a) Hea:c1ng, Coo.k1ne;' and r.e.texo Eeating Serv1ce:. ...:' . 
, :E'i:r:st . 156 Kw-E.· per meter per mO:Q.tli S.5i per XVl'-h • 

.All over 1so. "',, fT " " 2..51-" " 

. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i} 

S.s,!, :per KW-h. 
2.~ " , " " If " ,.-

_ '(X) General" lighting rate appil~ble 'in that" 
, territory to apply. 

w.,1mr.m. ChtU'ge: 

Dome~t1e Service: 
~.OO per m6ter per year, cumul~t1ve trom ~e S~t~ber 
meter read1ng'date o~ each l.ear payable and. cumtil~ted at, 
the rate ot :;3.00 per meter :per month. For nett services 
com.enc1ng be:t'ol"e 01" atter the september meter ree.d1:og 
date, the l7l1n1m.um. eharge shall be cumula.ted fiolD. the 4a.te 
~r connection to the tolloW1ng September.meter reading 
date. 

Commerc1al Service: 
:;;4 . .80, :per k1l.owat't per year ot ea~e..c1ty o"r 8.:l;'l'liances 
eonnected, out not :loess· the.:c. ~.OO pel" meter per yea:, 
eunulat1ve trom Se~tember meter read~ date ot each 
year. The m1nimtlXll. charge is payable and c1lmula.ted monthly 
at the rate or one-tweltth at the total annual charge. 'For 
new services commencing betore or attcr the Se~tember 
meter l"cad.1:og date, the minimum. charge shall. 'be ctcn.ula.ted. 
nom the date 01' connection to, the tollom.ng se;ptem.'ber 
meterread1~g da.te. 



GF 

SCHEDULE 0-7 (Cont'd) 

.... 
~C~ CO~~ITICNS: 

.. .'. . . 
." tal Rate (b~, will apply,only where consumers have, 

, installed and us.e electric range Snd/or water heater o"r at 
lee..st 2 k1lowattscapacitY'~ 

(b} Bathrooms, halls and cellars are not classified 
a.s act1ve rooms. . 

" . (e) Com'b1nation 'l.1gllt:1.ng service is not rendered,.1"or 
re$1denceso~ over eight rooms. , 

. ' 

.. 
J 

(d) "Small $~O phase motors o~ an aggrege.te 
capacity not exceed1ng one horsepower may, in the oaseo~ domestic 
hea.t1ns or eom'b1nat10n serV1oie., 'be com'bined with the heating load 
w1~ no inerease in the min~um charge. For asgregate ca~ao1ty 
in excess o-r: one horsepower the monthly m1n1mum charge she.J.l be 
increa.s.ed by' ~.OO _ perhors,epower ,or, "rract1on thereot' tor such 
excess. In no case shall, the total aggregate c801'8.01 ty or such 
motors exceed three horsepower~ 

. ,(e;}, In the case ot: commercial; heat1ng,service small 
mot.ors or an" aggregate capacity not exceed.1ng,4Q%. ot' the total 
ce;pa.c1 ty o:e:, the 1ns:talla.t1on mAY be comb1ned w1 th the commeroial. 
serVice in which, ca.se the' mOll thly m1.D.:tmum. charge shall be in-
creased. at the l'e..te or $1,.00, pel' horsepower tor sueh .motor load'. 

, ' 

,-'.-

. ' 



SCEED'O'IZ J?-lO 

.:..,::?l1ca'ble to standby 0:- breakd.own service ,supplied to 
consumers whose nremises are regularly su,p11edw1t~ light or 
power trom a ?rivatelY owned source ot sup~ly; to auxiliary serv-
ice suJt~11ed to. constclers who c.t t1.tles take service !rom. e.nothe::-
public service company; end to other electric service whe~e t~e 
CO:::r!!Jany must ·;:stand reacly;at eoll time's to, sUJ;>ply'ele,etrie1ty '!:or 
light or power, 'bu.'t where ,the u.se 01' electric energy'1s1:lter-
:n.i t ten t. 

A,p11c~ble to the entire territory served. 

Schedule P-2 to, apply tor Icdustrial Servic~, exce,t in " 
"Iml'er1al County. ',", . 

Seheclule ::?-4, to flp,l;{'tor Aericulturel Service, excel't· 
in ImDeri~ County. ' 

Schedule ~5 to a~plY tor General Service thro~o~t t~e 
Blythe District. 

Scl:.ed'tlle P-5 to c.p,ly "ro-:: Spec ial Service 1'rom 4~ade 
andYuoa Substations. , 

Schedule P-31 to a~,ly :or Gcner~ Service in Imperial 
County) except in vic.ini ty of' Andrade wd Colore.do 
River $ubstations. ',( 

Schedule ~-Z3 to 0.:;'1::,17 '!:or General. Service 1=1 theterr!.-
tory served. :t::r-om. the .f..:o.drad.e 'Substation· :::':l,d ,the 
Color~doRiver Substation. 

SPECIAL, CC~m!TIONS: 

In case the consumer desires the Com~a~y to stand read7 
to su,~ly ,t!le e::l'tire connected leo.d. 01: tee COllS'IlIllerYS ;plant or 0.:0. 
1solate~ ~art thereof? thc~ such max~ load will be esti=ated 
oy the Com~a:y~ besed,on test~ and other inror.mation available. 
I::l ease the cons'Ut!.er deSires the Company to stond ready to su:pply 
a number ot kilowatts less than the ~~um de~~n~ ot the entire 
const:::ter· s: ~le.n t, or Q isola ted. part thereot, a: e s t1mateG.. oy 
the Com~!lY> then the consu:n.er shall o.t his own expense turnish 
e.:l.d i:ste.!.l a suitable c.1J:cu.it breaker enclosed .in e steel box 
eq,uip~ed Vlith e. loek, all to be a:Pl'roved.. by e.:ld under the sole. 
control ot the Comp~y and the adjus~ent and 0,er~t1o~ or se1d 
circ:tll.t breaker, to be in no way 1ntert'ored.. with 'by the co::isu:l.er. 
Thiz circuit o:eaker shall 'be set to break the connoction w1t~ the 
CO:::;>o.::ty·s service :tn ce.se the cO:Lsu:ner.'s m.e.x1mum de~d shAll,: 
,at any time materi~ly exceod the number or kilowutts whie~ the 
COl'D.DrulY is o'blieed. to stene. ready to $U:p~ly. It s3.1.d cireu!.t 
breaker should o~en, due to ey.ce~s or conswner's ~emand above the 
n~'ber or kilowatts agreed on, the Com~ny will renew the connec-
tion','u~on due notice and u~o:c. reeeiviDs satistacto-ry assu=anee 
t:o.e.t"the cons't.l!ller"wi11 :reduc,e his max1mtull. de!:lalld to t~e specified 
~of_..- ' , 
J,. ... t:I~e. 



OF e 

J.ppl1ee..'ble tor power s'e:rvioe of tempore.ry nature or 
servioe reqUired intermittently throughout the year. 

Ap~lieable in Imperial co~ty. 

(a.} Read1ne'ss-to-Serve Che.:rge: 

$5.00. per'horsepower per year. 

("01 EnerpY Char,)e: 

'l!b.e energy oharges ~ m thou t the min1m.um. charge, 
as set forth uncier Schedule ?-30 to) awly 1n 
Imperial County, exoept 1n the territory ~erved 
trom. the Andrade substation and the: Colorado 
River Substation, 1n which territor7 the energy 
ohe.rges 'without the m1n1mum. charge, a~ set torth 
under Seh~dule P-3Z, W111 apply. 

SPECIkL C01~ITIONS: 

The rate tor intermittent or t~porar.1 service is the 
enerS7 :rates ot the power schedule w1 thout the m1n1m.u:n charge but 
With a. service or read1:o.e.ss-to-serve charge ot :1;5.00 :perconneeted 
horse~w.er p&1' year. 

This sen,iee eharge to be J;)e.1ct 1:0. f1 ve eqtle.l ;monthly in-
sta1 lments, oegjnn 1n g w1~ the first mon~ after seleoting ~ch 
basis. 



, ~ 

. J.;ppl:1ea"ole to all general'1ndustr:1.al., e.gricul turw.. 
and. resale power·serv:1.ce. 

TERRITORY: 

A:Pvl:1.eable only ~ the territory served ~ the 
CO~orado River Substat:1.on. 

RATE: 

{a} For service delivered at ll0, 22C or 440, volts 

Rate 'Oer X"R-h. tor Connected Loads ot 
~ h.p.. ~ . .b..p.. lZ h.p. 5u· h.p •. Zoo .c:.p. 

Monthly Consumption to . . to to . to .~ and.. , . 
'Oer h.'t>. 4 h.R. '14 h.p. 49 h.Jt. 19~_ h.lt. Over .. 

First 50 Kw-h. 
Kart lOOKw-h.. 
Allover 150 ZW-h.. 

M1n1mum. Cha.rge: 

.r..5~ 
. 3.0 

2:.2 . .. 
z.st 
"> 5" ..... 
1.9~ 

First· 10 h.p. per month ................ $l.SO per h.p. 
~ over 10 h.p. per month............. 1.25" ~ . .. 

Eut in no es.se shall the minimum. b.e less the:c. $3.00' per mont'!1. 
, . .... 

{'OJ For service delivered at 220 volts or over 

Monthly consampt1on 
'O-6r h.'!'). 

First . SO KW-h. 
Next. 100 K~b.. 
Over . 150: XvI-h. 

M1p.1mum Che.rge: 

Rate 'Oer AW-h~ tor 
IS h.p. 50 .li:p. 

to to' 
49 h..p. 199 h.p. 

First 20 h.;9. per month •••••••••••••• 
Allover 20 h.p~ per month •••••••••••••• 

COnnected Loads or 
Zoo h..p_ SO·O .c..p,. 

to end. 
499 h.p. Over 

S.lf, 
2.2 
1.8 
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SCRE1YOI.E 1>-33 (COn ~ d) 

SEECIAL CONDITIO~~: 

. {a) The a.bove rates (a} and (b} may be based on horse-
power' of' measured. ma..x1.mlXll:. d.emand.. instead. or horse~wer ot eon-
neeted load proViding the i:c.stalla.tion oonsis.ts ot e.t leJJ.S.t tvo 

.motors and has a total ~~~1ve ~nneeted ca~ac1ty o!' at least 
50 li.P. s in wJ:1ch ease the horse;pow:er upon vrhiel:. the d.emand w1ll 
be be.sed Will not b·e less than 50% of the total aet~ ve connected. 
load. and'1n no case shall the :n1n1mum charge be less than ~.OO 
p~ :LOnth.~ . 

{b} 'rc.e .max1ra.um.de:n.a.nd. in any' month 3heJ.l be the 
average horsepower input (746 watts equivalent) 1nd1cat~ or record-
ec. 'by instruments to 'be turn1.slled. and. 1nsteJ..led by the Compe.:o.y· u~on 
the con~er9s l'remisec, adjacent to watt-hour meter or meters, 
in the l5-m1nute interval in which the consum);)t101'1. o! electrie1 ty 
1s greater than in a:D.Y other 15-m1nute inte::val in .the. l!lOnth, or, 
at the option or the. Compa:a.y-,. the· :max'1lltOm. demand. may' be determined 
by test. . 

, ., 
In the ease 0: hOists, eleva.tors, welding ma.eh1nes, .. tUr-

:l::laee~ :and other:1nstalla;tions where the. energy demand 1s~ intexm1ttent, 
or subject to Violent tluctue.t1ons., the Company 1!JAY' base' the' eon-
Strlt.&r9. smo.x1mUIl::. deme..u<1 upon' eo 3-:D.1llute instead. ot a. .l~ute . 
1:lterve.l. '. 

, . 
(C}Opt1on o! BAte tor Larger Installation: Anyeonsumer 

m=.y obta,1n. the rates. tor a. larger installa.tion. by gua.rantee1ng the 
rates andmin~ a~plicable to the larger installa.t1on. 

(d} ~ere energy is del1verod,through .direct transtormation 
tram. pr1!na.l:'Y voltage ot: 3S, 000 vol te' . or 15:,000 vol ts, ra.te (b) as 
set,torth abOVe, w1l1 the.n ap:917. 

(e) For service to cotton gins and. mills and other seazonal 
'business, the m,.nimum. chuge Will be as tollows: 

Rate (a}: 
F1rst 
All oy~~'~' 

J" ,. .. 

lO h.p ••• _.............. .. :;''1S.OO·:per h.p. :per yea:: 10 h.p_......................... . 15-.00 f1' f1' f1' ' " 

Bu tnot le.ss than $S0.00 per yea:r. 

Re:te ( b,} .: 
F1rst 
III over· 

.. 
·20 h.p.~ .••••••••••• ~ •• 
20, h..P, ••••••••••••••••• 

, I 

$15.00 De:t" h.p. per year 
lZ.OO " " ff " 

Min , mum. , cl:lArse, to be paid. in equal monthly installments 
dur1ne the mon-ths··o~ Oo·tober to March, ·1nclu~1ve.· COnsumers "f1Ja'1' 
select, it sa.tistaotoI7" to th-e· Company, other months than those 
stated herein tor ~ent or m1n~~ charge. 


