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LOUTTIT, COMMISSIONER: CPINTON

This 1z az applicuation of the City of Stockton Lor
suthority to make alterations in the grade crossing over the
tracks of The Western Pecific Railroad Compeny amé the Southern
Pecific Company ot Harding Weay in that Clty. A public hearing
was held et Stoekton on June 20, 19%0.

Harding Way is an east and west street approximately
ninety (90) Teet in width at the northerly city limits of the
Citi of Stockton, lying at the poirts where it erosses the mein
line tracks of Southern Pacific Company =mé The Testern Paciflfic
Railrozd Company, perily in the city and partly in the unincor-
poraved portion of the County of San Joagquin. Tﬁat portion of
the thoroughfere which lies in the county, including the cross-

ings with both railroads, has been improved and travelled for many

Yeers. Ixn the caso of The Western Pacific Railroad Company, at

least, the street antedated the construction of the railroad.




The southerly portion of the right-of-way of Haxrling Way,
which lies in tho City of sStockton, was formerly used for

a canal for drainage purposes, this canal extending along

the entire northerly limits of the City. This waverwey has
now, however, been filled in and the street paved for a width
of approximately 62 feet the onvire diétance, wvith the excep~-
tion of a section about 800 feet in length botween Pelm Awénue
and Stanford Avenuc. The crossings with the rallroads lic in
this secvion and for this distance oil macadem pavement 23%
feet in width elong the route of the original County Road is
provided. The remeinder of the ripght-of-way, however, includ-
ing the crossing with the “estera Pacific Track, is graded and
passable, with The oxception of & narrow strip ¢rossing the
Southern Pacific Company’s vtracks. That Company hes erected

a barrier on each side of its tracks 45.7 feet in length,
thereby closing the southerly helf of the street ©o public use.
It is tho desire of the c¢ity %hat this darrier bo removed and
“he crossing of the Southern Pacific tracks widened %o conforn
with the adjacen?t portions of *he xtreet. 4T the hearing the
applicant statved that no changes to the Wosztern Paciric Erossing
were necessdfy.

Earding ey is an arterial street conmnecting with
several important highweys leading €0 the north ard east from
Stockton, eamong them being the two maln alighways between Stock~
ton and Secramento. The erossing involved iz tﬁis procoeding
is the oﬁiy erossing vetween Wests Lene on tho north end Park
Street on the south, z distance of 6,800 Leet., It carries a

traflic of approximately 5,500 vehicles per day which, decause

of the width of the roadwey and the absence of congesteld inter-




sections, moves at relatively khigh speed for cliy traffic.

2 the day of *the traffic count, which wasz subnitted
in evidence, Southern Pacific Compeny operalted itwenity-seven
trains and eight switching movements over the crossing. IThis
count was made in April, 1930, and it is possidle thet at other

seasons of the yeaxr the reilrosd tralfic would be heavier,

Lany of the treins were capecity freight trains, moving at re-

latively slow speeds erd blocking the crossing for severel
minutes. The ¢crossing is now protected by a siﬁgle wigwag
located in'sudh a posivion thet 1t 1z not clearly visible o
all vehiculer travel approuching the crossirzg.

It is espparent that corditions atv this point require
Tae wideaing of the crossing as requested by.the city. Soﬁxhern
Pacific Company does not object to this widening but tekes the
pocsition that, in so fer as the City of Stockion is concerzed,
the crossing is a new crossing and the cost of construction
should be ussessed To the applicant, in asccordence with the os-
teblished practice of the Commission. Herding Wey or, as it was
Lformerly xmown, North Street, was laid out and dedicated as a
single svreet ard the fact that originally only a portion of it
wes Ixmproved axd that porition happened %o lie outside of the
¢ity limits should not Toreclose the city from neking wse of 1its
portior of the righit-of-way when tralflic conditions =0 warrant.
This metter should be considered as the widening of an existing
érossing.

The Commission has on several occasions recited that
the constfuction of & railroed through a territory c¢reates a

berriexr o iIntercommunication detween the separated portions and

-




that there 1s an obligetion or ke part of such & railrozd to
Trestore, &5 nearly as practicadle, the same degree of accessi~
bili‘.:ﬁf previously enjoyed as is reesonabdly consiztent with pub-
lic convenience and necessity. In the present instance it is
2o dqubt true that for many years the narrow roadway was ade-
quate for all travel between the seperated mortions of the
community &t this point dut when the growth of the torritory,
and L% 1s reacsopadble to presume that the cexrrier hes profited
in such growth, Tequires a ¢rossing of greater width or of
more Ixproved type or heving better protection, it is an oilisa.-
%ion on the part of the Railroed Company to provide thé Same.
Tze City of Stockton has or contempletes the imfrovement of the
éntire width of the rozdway outside of the 1imits of the cross—-
ings. It 1s, therefore, concluded that in the present instance
the cost or-'wid.enin@ this crossing should be borme by Soutkern
2acilic Compznye.

This 1s o double track main line over a crossing of
considerable importance and it sppears that the crossing is fre-
guenwly dlocked dy Ifreight coars pecsing over it. The hezard of
vehicles colliding with the =sides of trains at night at crossings
of thiz mature £s obvious. 4t crossings of even lesser impor—
tence thex this, witk doubdle treck mafn lines, tae Comission
bas required the installation of two wigwags witk second trein
indicators and It Iis owxr opiniom that even 1f the crossing were

not widemed such protection should be provided at Harding Wey.

The Comission’s order in this proceeding should require such
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an installation &t the cxpenze of Southern Pacific Componye.

| The Western Pacific Railroad Company operates a single
track malin Line with consideradly fewer train movementse. The

. vehicular movements over the two ¢rossings are, however, the seme.
The view &t the Western Pacific crossing is partially obscured
 and 1t is recommended that an automatic wigwag be installed at
this crossing.

The following form of oxder 1s recommended:

Tee City of Stockton having applied to the Commission
for an oxder permitiing the alteration of the grade ¢rossing of
Earding Way with the tracks of The Western Pacific Railroed Com-
paxy axd Southern Pacific Compeny in the City of Stockton, cQunty
of San Joaguin, and for suck other oxder as mey be meet and just
in the prexises, & public hearing having been held, the matter
being submitted and the Commission being apprised of the facts,

IT IS ZEREEY ORDERED that Southern Paciric Company bde
and 1t is haréby &irected to inrprove the crossing of Harding Wey
with L3s tracks (Crossing No. D=92.0} by the comstruction of =
crossing con:toming with Standé.rd No; 2, as sét forth in the
Commfssionts General Order No. 72, to the full travelled width
or said Ee.i'&ing way. |

IT IS ZEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Southern Pacific
Compary be end it is heredy directed $o protect ssid crossing
of ':Iaﬁing Wey with £ts tracks by two automatic wigwags confoxm=
ing with Standard No. 3 of the Commissionts General Orxder No. 75

exd to equip said wigwags with devices which glve proper and




adequate waraing of the epproach of a second traine.
IT IS HZIREEY FURTEER ORODERED that The Uestern Pacific

Redilroad be and it is hareby directed to protect the c¢crossing
of Zazding Wey with Lts main l;né track in the City of Stocktox,
(Crossing No. 4-94.7) by aﬁ eutomatic wigwag conforming with .
tanderd No. 3 of the Coumission's General Order No. 7S.

IT IS HIREBY FURTEER ORDERED thet Southern Pacific
Company and The Testern Pecific Railroad COmpany be and they
gre hereby dﬁrected to complete the Installation of the above
ordered improvements within ninety (50) deys from +the dmte of
this oxder. |

The Commission reserves the right to meke such rurfher
oxrders in the above entitled proceeding a5 to 1t mey séém.risht
and proper.

For ell other purposes, the effective date of thls
order chall be twenty (20) days from the date hereof.

The adove entitled opinion and order are hereby anproved
and ordered‘riled es the opinion and oxder of the Railroad Commis-
sion of the Staté of Callifornie.

Deted et San Frencisco, Celifornis, this ¥ &dey of

Attoimet~_, 19304 |
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