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Decision No. ~ %,.~ \.: I • 

,A.., :;. EA."YER CO::!?ll'Y, 
. T.E:E CER1STOP'P F:R· c;...~y COXP~'"Y, 
E. .A.. EO~ CA..'t®'! COMP'£.c"Y, 
IT.AI..!'.AN~.A CO~ CCU?.A..~ ~ 
PRICZ,; PF!smt :gRASS UA...~A.C'l"..l.~ING 
CO~.A.~ CINCO?20P~). 

?t:B!..!C szaV:CE E?.A.c..s; COBPOP.ATIO]!, 

~la1J.lan'ts , 

vs. 

'. 

F.. 1;.. •• J'o:o.es. e.ll.d. E. :.:. J.,v:eY' , to': eccplai:=.e,nt.s. 

p~~ Overton and Ee~Phleger, tor detendant. 

~, Comm1ssione::: 

o?!~r:roN' ... -..,-_ ............ 
:::n this proceedil:g it is alleged (a) t4t. the r~tes. 

end chages tor :catural gas de~ed and. colleC-wed by detendallt 

were 1n excess ot the ra.tes and c1"Arges ::hown in. detendeJ:.t· s 

t:lr11"ts on tile with this Com:r.issio:J.. 1n violation ot Seet10ns 

13 end 17("0-) ot: tb.e :Pu'b11u Utilities Act, e.nd Cb) tba.t 'etend-

ant 1:l.e.s tailod to observe. 0:: complY' "iii th Rule 19 0": Sheet C.?. 

C. No. 19'2-G by denying colt,le.:1:oents t21e right to select sueh 

sehedt.le as they may desire enG. are entitled to,· thereby ~O=-
. .:; .' .. 

1:ag ~on cQ:nJ?1e.1nsn:ts uxlle.:wtul rates and el:arges 1n. v1ol::lt1on 
... 

ot section 30 01: the ..i.et. 

1te e:e asked to req,uire dete::lcl=Jlt to eee..se and des1st 

1.. 



, trom t:!:l.e alleged unle.wt'UJ. ;pra.ct1.ees a:l.d to ~c. repe.J:e.t10:c.. 

1.. :9ubli0 hee.r1Dg we.s held. before Commissioner Carr 

e.t !.os .z..ngele:s May 21, 1930, and tJ:.e proeeee.1ng submi'tted.;. The 

Co~le.1:lallts we--e ~l>:plied g:l.s by de:e::l~t at some 

one ot ~llC re.tes contained. in tour echedules, ne.mely, G-l, G-3~ 

G-5 e.nd Ci-&. Sc~edule G-l is the ge::.eral domes~1e a::.d. c on::e:-
cial s.c~edule, 0-3. is the general commerc1:U sehe~u.l$, G-S 1.:: 

a llmi ted industr1e.:. S'chedu1e, end. G-O is a~;Pllea.ble to the 

sc;'edules. 
The tour schedules were ~bject to Rule 1S ot de~~-d-

ant,t s Sheet C.?-.C. No. J.92-G. ~1s rule ,rondes :tn ~art, (1) 

whe~e two or more ~te sched~les are a~~l1~blc to ~ class or 
service, the comp~ will call e.tte::..t1011 at the time a:pp11ca.-

tioD. is m3;de, to the various sc:llec1ules a::ld tJ:le COnsu:::2er must 
de~te the =ate crezire~; (2) 1: new ,or o:pt1onal' schedules 

::.re su'e:equently established the cO~any w111 take such masures 

~s may be ~ra:et1e:.b-le to notL.~ its conSU:ters who may be atteet-

ed; end (3) ~ e.. eo:c.s-umer elects to b·a se--..,re'- mlder a d1ttere:';lt 

::c:be~ule than. the one under wb.1ch he is 'b-ei:cg served, the el:'~%lge 

wi1~ "oeeome etteeti vo arter the next rogular meter readir.e, :ol-

l ow 1:as: the da.::e o~ notice to t:b.e eompe.ny. Ata11ure to eom:lily 

CCity or Vernon et ~l. vs. Southern Celitornia Gas CompepY, ~ 

C.R.C. ~&.) 

There i:;' no,th1r.g i::1 this record to show w 1 th· o.ny ce:::-

o:.Ct sectiOns o"r the rule. ::lowe-ver it is e.:p:parent the t:b.1ret 
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zeet~on o't the rule, rele-:1De to the e:b.:::lle;e 0-: zc~edule, '?fa~ 

no~ o'b servee-. . :tour ot the c CCl'la1n:e.nz::, n::.=.ely, ?::1ee, ?'c1.s-· 

~er Era::z 17a,nU=eetur:1.ng Co::n~c;::.y, ?ubl:1.c Se=v1ce Bress. Co::-,ora-

tion, .'nle Cl::is-to::.'he:::o Ce.nl!y Co:cl!'O.llY 8Jle. ::~1allTor::a COt'""14 

Compe.ny, at w:ious t1::nes between Ze.nuP_"7 27, 1930, and~-eh 

25, 1930, wrote .~o e.e'tende:c.t stC'.t1::.g ~ey wis~e. to be' l'!.:jced 

upon 0. ~oV1er sc;.""e.ule atter tlle :l.e~ ="SUJ.::.- :e.tc: rea~:cg. " 

None ot tho:se ::eo..uests was eom~liee. wi. tl::.. 

the l'resent :pr~ee ot !'Uel 0:1.~ they -v:a..-y t=om. lS ce:.:t.s, with 8; 

-":'I1:n::m or $350.00 per :lO:c.th, to 36 eO:l.ts, with eo ,:::i:'l~-:r:xo~' 

d,1:;cont1n1;.S;!lce wi t:b.out r..ot1ce in the even.t o~ Co ge.s 

~ chould. eo zhorte.ge ocetlr the c o:c..su:ner :pe.yUlg the b:.~e·st 

'~ine lower rates. ~ c~traet :0= a ~er1od ot at le~t one 

schedule is s,11e::lt :;lS to the te::s o~ tl:.e cont...-c.ct, b,\rt. c!ete:ld.-

e~u11':ped, with a'tlXilic....-y ~e:' o.:p;po.x~tus wM~ coul.a. 'be' substi-

tuted. tor n:-.tural gas: ~O:l 30 ::Unutes' ::lot1ee in tl1e ev.ent it 

beeax:le neeo:::sary to discOIl.t1nue service. Co~l.e.i::c.a.:c.t:; were 

::l.o~ eq,u1pped: with ::.te.:ld'b7 ~el tac111~~es w:b.1eh could C>e ~ 

ove:- within the t1::le ~,ee1:!.ed in t::.e co:c.t::act, and aJ(pe.re:c:tly" 

:E'or their own protection it m:lY 'be 'e~t:able 1n me.!lY 
=ses 'tor eO:.lS\.U':lers using surplus g"'-s to 'be equipped with atIX-

U1e..."7 tuel tae11:t~1es, 'b".lt :1. t seems ~o :ne d:e!e:c.de.:l.t 1u:.s gone 
4*'," 

beYO:ld. the :ilrov1:::ions ot the te.rit!' 111 rec;.u1r1Dg th1st 0 be 
" '. 

done. Sche~ule C-6 s:l?ec1t1ce.llj z·t~tes the.t the service ::eIl-

dered -=.hcre~er is ::ubjeet to a.iseo::l.'t1n:u.:tll~ withOut' Ilot!c:e. 

s. 
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T~e consumer ~s thus ~are ot the extent otde~enda:t's hold~ 

.. 
cut under this· schedule. But it a.tter be1.:lg plaeed upon notice 

ot the ¢.1l:!rges 0-: i:lterrupted. service the eonst:.mer still wi:::hes 

to enter into a contract with detenda::.t t'or serrtce under the 

schedule G-6 r~tes tor a period ot a year, I must conclude ~t 
a reaso::::.tJ.ble 1.:l.ter,reta.t1on. ot Rule 19 g1~res to the eonst::le:: the 

ti~l right ot selectioll, and the.t. the only condi tio:c.s that ~ 

sc:b.ee.ule. Certe,1nJ.y t:b.e tarit:r should. not be eo:::strued to give 

derc::.~t the right to a:bitranl:r sUbstitute its .1udgl:ent -rC1r 
that ot the eo:c.su::.er, e..s it has done with these tour co:npla:1nants. 

I 3,.':l. ot the opinio:J. too Commission. should. t:!:.:o.ct: 

1. ~t the tttes asseesed c.nd collected tor gas sup-
:plied. tor 1ndust:'1e.l :pU%"poses !:rO:rl. Price, :Ptister 
:B:e.ss. ~~e.etur1:cg CO~any,. ?ublie Service Erass 
COl"po=at-1on, The Christopher Ctlndy Company ane. 
Ita.l.1.e.n. Te...-ra Cotta Co~any are unlawtul 'to the 
extent they exceed the rates reques'ted. ill wr1t1:cg, 
a:.d th&t these ecmpla.1nants ere entitle' to re,e.-
ration with interest a.t. six :per eent. per a'l"!:cnra 
to this basis during the period comme:c.e i::::g w1th tlla 
t'irst regular ::lete:- roadi:o.g tollow1ng the wri t.ten 
request to detendant, subject to ~e condition that 
complainants e:lter in.to a eo:o.tract w1th de!'end.e.llt 
to continue the r~tes requested tor a period or at 
least one year. , ' ... 

z. 1'llat 1:l. all other respects the comv1e.int be dis-
:cissed. 

The e.:lOunt ot :e:po.ratio:c.., due is not ot record. CO~la1n-

antsw111 ~o~t to de~e::ldant tor v.erification e sta~e~ent or tho 
t ..-; 

exe.ct su:::. d.ue, and upo:. the pay:ae::lt ot ::epa.re.t1o~ dete:c.dant, will. 

not1ty the C.orcn1ssion the alrOw:.t thereof. Should it not be poss.i-

ble toreac!:. an agreeIC.e:c.t as to the re:pe..~t1ol'J. ·a'VJ'ar~, the :::at.ter 

may be rete:re~ .,to the Co:mD.ss1on tor t'rrther e..ttentio:l ane.· the 

entJ:7 'ot e. su~:p~e=:l~ o:,~e:r should sueh bo· neees~. . .. 

I :eeox:mend. the tollow1:l.g tOr:l or order: 

4. 
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o ~ D E.R ..... ~--.-. 

This ease he.,v1ng been. duly heard e.ndsubmit.t.ee., ~ 

1.nvest1gat1011 o! tl:.e matters a::ld tl:l1ngs 1::1.volved. llsvillg been he.d" 

a:l.~ bas ing this order on the :t"1:ld1ngs 0-: t'aet. and the eonclu.s1o:s . 

eonta.i:led ill the o:p1ll1o:c. wlUeh preee'es tJlis order, 

IT IS ~ O:RDZRZD -;:b,at detendant t Los .A.Xlgeles Gas 

and. ID-e.c.t::"1e corporation., 'be and it is hereby directed to :retund, 

with inte~st a.t siX (6) ~er ee:.t. ~r aml'W:1, to ¢Ol:ll)la1J:lc.nt.s, 

Price, ?rister Brass l£e.:o.:ut'e.etu::1ng CO~J?~, Pu.'bl1e Ser:vice B:rass 

COl"poratio:c., The C:b.risto;pher Candy COIQe.:l! @d Italian Terre:- COtta. 

CO::.:IPany, aecordi:o.g a.s their inte.rests may appoe.r, c.ll c:barges col-

lected 1n excess o"r those :o~ la.w:eul. 1n t:!::.e op1Jl1on which pre-

cedes th1s orde:--, and eu'bjeet. to the cond1tion that com:pla.1llant~ 

enter intoe. eonu~ct with de!'endant to c or..ti:tl.U6 the ra:tes request-

ed tor a period or at least one year. 
IT IS e?:R~ .b"'tJRTB":i>{ OE:>ZRZO t1lat in all other :respects 

the compla~t be and it is hereb7 di~ss~ 

:he :toregoing opinion. a:l.d orC:er are here.'b.7 approv.ed and 

orde=ed. :tiled' as . the. op1nion a:ld. orC!.e::- 0: ee Railroad COmiss1or.. 

o!' the State or Calitornia.. 

Dated at· San Fre.=..ciseo, Ce.lito:n1a, 'this -Z.l{ day 

of ~ugu~t, 1930. 


