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Decision No. ARy, . Wi Glad b\ %c;a,ﬁ,-

BEZrOPZ TEE RuaILmQ0iD COISSIQON OF TZE STATIZ COF ColIFCORKNIA

In the Natter of the Application
of the County of iladera for tie
reestablishment of & higawsy cTross-
ing across the trecks or the South-
ern Pacific Company at Califa.

Application No. 16520.
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The County of Mudere Ifiled the above catitled epplice~
tion on iey 7, L1930, asking for =suthority Vo reestablish & high-
way crossing at grade across the tracks of the Southern Pacific
Company at Celifs.

A wublic hearing was neld before Zxaminer Gaazon at
Chowechilla on August 7, 1530, at whick tixe the metter was sube
mitied.

' The People of the State of Celifornia, on relstion of
the Depertuent of Public Torks, Division of Zighways, filed
Application No. 15778 with the Commission on July 95, 1929, asking
Tor autiority %o bulld a crossing atv separated grades under the
trecks of the Southern RPacific Company ia the vicinity'or Califa.
Authority for said crossiag wes grzaoted by the Commission in
1ts Decision {o. 21521, cezted Septeuber &, 1830, it beizng pro~-

vided in Condition $ thereol theat at the completion of tk

¢roscing ot separated grades vhe exlsting crossing over the




Souvthern Pacirfic Company's trecks st Calife should be c¢losed,
which latter crossing the couaty now desires to reestablish.
Prior to %he construction of the undergrade crossicg

just north of Celifa, the State Eiguwey extended along The easier~

1y side of tae Southern Pacific tracks To a point approximevely

'3.5 niles disteat in & southe:ly direction wkere & crossing was
meée at grade. The sudbway was pleced nortk of Califa and & new
nighwey coastructed along the west side of the tracks. The
Pecheco Pass Elghway, which crossed the Soutiern Pacific at Califa,
was then comnected with the new higawey west of the tracks, thus
eliminating highway trarffic from two grade crossings in this
vicinity. The old higaway east of the Uracks wes turned over to
the county.

Applicent preseated & pumber of witnesses, whosc teéti—
mony, generally, wes similer iz all respects and, driefly stated,
wes es follows:

The ecrossing which applicent seeks Uo have reestudblished
hwes been in existence end use for over forty (40) yeers. The
territory iz the vicinity of Southern Pacitic's station at Celife
1s largely »lented Vo graiz end the crossizg is required in order
to reach the warekouse and‘shipping fucilitics o2 the Souvhern
pPeciric at Calife and for the purpose of moving faruw products and
ferm machinery across the trecks. ke aewly comstructed subwey
is a0t & convenient or practical crossing L£o» this purpose. IV
is inconvenient vecsuse an addivional nile of travel 1s required
cor 153 usc and also beceuse of a sharp turn &v the ngrzh end of
the subway, which mekes ite use for grain toucks and other Jarm
rrelfsic somewnat hazardous. IV is not prectical because of the

tect thet Cerm machinery, perticularly nurvesters, cannot be




moved varough it witaout dismsatling seme. This dismentling

equires a day's time azxd costs, Jor Lador eloae, upproximevely

oy

$25.00. Thesc nervesvers ore, in some iasvences, approximately

~

80) feet wicde and were formerly moved cerozs the Calife
erossing without delay, disnexztiing rot being necessary.

There are four grede ¢rossings along tois territory iz
adéélition o vhe Califa grade crossiaz aand sudbway. 4 list of all
six crossings Tollows:

Approxinate

Distance 3etween
Crossine No. Crossines

New Subway crossing, B~-171.8~3
Califa grede crossing,

(now closed), B~171.5
4,800 F1.
1,800 Ft.
5,500 Ft.

6,100 7t.

Fairmead grade crossing, 2=172.7
Jamison zrade crossing, B3=173.1
Qliver grale crossing, 3~174.2

~

Cid Highwey srade crossing, 3-175.0

Note: Disvance Ls nmeesured along center line
of reilway {rom center line Vo center
Line of crossing.
*Lrerage trevel distence between subway
and Califa c¢rossings, due %0 approackes
of subway, ils epproximately 2,700 feet.
Applicant egrecs 10 close the Jaalzon grade crossing
in the event zuthority Ls greated To reesteblich the Califa grade
crossing.
Lpplicant's witnesses were of the opinion that adequate
grade ¢rossings in three locations; viz., at Calife, Fairmead end
point of 0ld Zighway crossizng, would e sufliclient to serve the

needs of trallfic and recommended that, 17 these three crossings

were vrovided, The remminiag crossings ve clozed. All witnesses




agreed that the Jemison crozsing should be closed. Two witnesses
were of tiae opinion thet the Oliver crossing was needed, due %o
its location elong tke meil ané school bus routes. The séhool
Dus serves & SCRoOL 4Lz the vicinity of Chowehilla end north of
Calife 2nd is routeld along the casterly cide of the Southern Pecl-

fic¢ trecks to Fairwmead, across the tracks at grade 10 the west

side, thence dback across tae tracks to tae east side over the

Cliver grade crossing.

Southera Pecific Compeny provested the reesctabdblishuent
of a pudblic crossing at Calire, but offered 10 provide & private cross-
ing with getes, 1f suthority for the public crossing was cenied
and the Jamison grade erossing closed.

The testimorny with rererénce T0 the use oF grade cross-
{ngzs iz this texritory by the sckool bus 1s surorising, to sey the
least. Unquestionadly, this school bus should be routed iz &
manner o &5 tO use the newly constructed subway for at least one
0f the Two crossinszs required across the Tracks of the Southern
Pacific Compeny, if n0% for both. apparently no effort has deel
nede to £o errenge its route thut this may de accomplished. The
old highway crossing, wioich 4z a mile sousk of the Oliver cross~-
ing aow used by the dug, is & paved crossing Protected Dy an auto-
matic wigwag and is probably & much saler ¢rosziag for use than

s the Oliver crossing. In the event it is found not praciicadle
to use the existing subwey for bota ¢rossings of txe s¢hool bhus
ecross the Tracks 07 the Southera Racific Compeny, the old highwey
crossing nsy be used waich would, undexr the most adverse conditions,
result in edding only two miles to tke lengtk of the route.

The effort of %he County of iadera to properly locate
grede crossings 5O &3 to best zexve its highwey trelllc asd vo

close dangerous aad 1ittle used grede crossiangs, as made apperent
=1




by thic applicavion, 1s comuzended by this Commission.
is our comcluszion that tThe application for the

reestvadblisament of the Calife crossling is reasoneble and should

be granted aad that the crossings xnown &5 the Jamison crossing

and the Oliver crossing and more particularly fdentified o
iags Nos, 3-177.1 end 3-174.2, respectively, should be legelly
closed by vThe applicaant To »ublic use and travel. The following

Torm of order will so provide:

0232

The County of hadera baving enplled to this Commizsion
Tor suthnorivy %o reestablich & higawey C¢rossing across the tracxs
0L the Southern Pacific Company at Califa, e public hearing hav-
ing been held, the matter having deea suduitied and, basing its
decision upon the above conclusions znd findings ol Tacv,

IT IS5 EERZZY CRDZRID that tae County of iedere be aznd
it is hereby granted suthority to reestublish The grade crossing
ecross she tracks of the Southera Pacific Company in The vicieity
of Southern Pecific Company’s Stetion of Califa and Licntified
as Crossizg No. B=17L.%. This suthority 1s granted, sudjeet to
tae following conditions:

(1) The entirec cost of the reestablishmeznt oL said

rade crossing shall be borne dy the eapylicant. The cost of
maintenance of thet portion of tne crossing outside of lines two
2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne by appliceas.
™he cost of meinterance of that portion of crossing detween lizes
two (2) feet outside of the ouitside railé cnell be borne by
Southern Pacific Compeny.
(2] Seaid erossing shall bde comstructed of a widih

not in excess oOFf £ixty (6C) feet and at az angle of ninety (90)




degrecs to the ruiiroad, with'grades of mpproach not greater
then Tive (5) per cen?; shall be coastructed substantisally in
accordance with Svendard Io. 2, as specified Iin General Qrder
No. 72 of this Commission; shall be protected by & Stendard No.

¢rossing sign, as speciflied in CGeneral Order No. 75 of this
Comuission, ead shell iz every way be mede suitedle for.the
pessage vhereover of vehicles and otker roecd tralfic.

(2) Prior to the vegimning of actual construction o2
the crossing herein suthorized, whe County of Malera, opvlicent
herein, chall Zilc with this Coumission & certifiecd copy of an
appropriate ordinence duly eand regulerly passed, Iinstituting all
neéessary steps To iegally abandor and elffectively cloce the
existing public grade crocsing in the vicinity of rairwead, knowz
es the JTemison crossing and identiried as Crossing No. B-173.1,
aad vhe exlsilng public grade crossing kpowz as the Qliver Cross-
ing end identified as Crossing No. B-174.2. TUpon completion of
the crossing herein authorized and prior to itz being openeld to
public use, said crossings identified as Nos. B-173.1 and
B-~174.2 shall be legally chandoned and effectively closed to
nublic use and travel.

(4) Applicent shall, withia thirty (30) days there-
after, notify thisc Commission, in writing, of the compleiion oFf

the installation of sald ¢rros3inge.

(5) If seid crossing skhall not zave beea ilastelled

witkin one year Irom the date ‘of this order, the =uthorization
herein grented shall then lapse end become voild, ualess fuxiber
time is granted by subsequent order.

(&) Tne Commission reserves the risznt to mske suck




further orders rclative to location, coastruction, operation,
raintenance snd provection ol said crossing a3 to it aay seom
right and proper =and to revoke ivs permissioz 1f, in ivs Judg-
went, the public conveniernce and necessity demand such action.
Tae authority herein greated shall become effcctive
on the.date hercolfl.
Dated st Sem Francisco, Califoraie, tais_o2 3/ dey of

Auguet, L1920,
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