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Decision No. Moy W

CITY OF ZUNTINGTON PARK, a municipel
corporation,
Complainent,

Vse

SCUTZERN PACIFIC CANPANZ, a railrocd
corporation,

R A VA T L UL UL NS WL

Defendant.

In the Meotter of the Investigntion
on the Commission's own notion into
Protection, construction, slteration
ead necessity Lfor the ¢rossings of
the Track of Southern Pacific Conm=
pany at Saturn Avenue, Lyfort Avenue
end Izvington Avenue, ia the City of
Juntiagton Pexk, County of Los
Angeles, State of Californie.

Cace No. 2209.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

axch G. licley and 2. Mefuxdy, for the
City of Zuntington Park.

Rodt. W. Xeany eszéd 0. F. Cooley, for the
County of Los Angeles.

Z. . HZobbz, Zor Soutzern Pacific Compeay.
Chzndler, Wright =2nd Vard, b7 Chezdler ».
ward, for 3. Xarpen & Bros.

CQATSSIONE2:

FIRSTY SUCZPLIVENTAL OPINION AND ORDER

The adove entitled proceedings involve, in a generel way,
the grade cxossing situation dbetween Ixviagton Avenue,. on tze noxta,
and Florence Aveaue, on the south, With Southemrn Pecific Coupany's
Sex Pedro Zranck through the City of Zuntington Derk, County of
Los Angeles.

Cese No. 2188 wes filed-with the Comission on
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Qctober I0th, 1623, wherein the City of Txantington Paxk asked the
Coumission Vo wmake ite order declering various crossings over tae
railrond a2z pudblic cxossings and 0 require Soutitern Pacific Lonme
peny tolower 1ts traciks sO as tTo make easy grades of epproach at
the Irvington Avenue and Lyfort Avenue crossings, respectively.
Case No. 2209 was instituted om the Commission’s own

motion, on Janmuery 15th, 1926, to determine the proper treatment

at the ¢rossings of Irvington, Lylfort aad Satura Avenues, re=-

spectively.

After seversl heerings and the submission of these
cases during 1926, tne Commission issueld Ltz Decision No. 18534,
dated June 20%h, 1927, directing Soutnern Racilfic Company to im-
prove the grade crossing of Ixvington Avenue with Lts tracks by
cousing vo heve ralsed the surfece of Zarvor Truck Bouleverd %o
the west and Irvington Avenue to the east of the reilroad, in such
2 mamner thet grades of approach 2ot to exceed fovx (4) per cent
could be constructed and cubstenvially in eccordance with the »len
shown by Los angeles County's Zxnlidiv Noe 1, filed in *this proceed-
ing, and subject to certeln othexr comdéitions, one of whickh required
that thé cost of improving *the ¢crossing 2t Irvington Avenue, in-
cluding the cost of en aviametic wigwag, De dorne Fifty (50) per
cent by Southern Pacific Compeny, twenty-Tive (25) per cent by the
County of Los Angeles and twenty~Tive (25) per cent by the City o
Funtington Park. This decision 2130 ordered that the cases, in zo
far as they iavolved the Saturn Avenue crossing, dDe diszmissed and,
surther, that wpon the completion of the improvement 2t Irvingion
Avenue, the crossing ot Lyfort LAvenue be effectively olosed To pud-
1i¢ use snd travel.

Cz October 3Lst, 1929, the City of Zuntington Paxk Tiled
& petition in the sbove ceses, Teguesting tiat the Commissica set

eside 1i%s Declsion No. 18534 and reopen the proceeding for furtiaer




Recring. Decision No. 21997, dated Jenuexy 8%th, 1930, granted this
request and, accordingly, further hed:ings were neld during Febru-
ary, May, June, August and September, 1930.

Counsel for the CiTy of Euntington Park advised that the
city desired t0 have the tracks lowered at the Irvington Avenuos
erossing, in liew of ralsing the grades of the doulevards as re-
guired by the Commission's order, bdut that tae city was experienc—
ing dilficulty in obteining The money 2ecessary to dbear 1ts portion
ol zuch en improvement. The cost of consummating the plan ordexred
by tae Commission was estimested ot QQS,OCO., inciuding propexty
damege, while the estimeies of cost of lowering ‘he tracks veried

from $30,000. to $60,000.

A% the last hearing in these proceedinas thae County of

Loc Angeles and Soutihern Pacific Company each sigrified their
T0 ¢arry out the Commizsionts originzl orxder dut were

20t opposed to tae lowering of the trecks, as uzged by the city,
provided, nowever, they were rot assessed any greater amount of
money ther they werxe by the iterms of the Commission's ordexr. The
recoxd chows that & conference was held in the office of the Zoaxd
ol Supervisors of Los Angeles County on July 2nd, 1930, which con-
Terence wes attended by representatives of verious interested partioes.
It was tentatively agreed at this conferxence thet <he verious parties
woulé not onrose the lowering of the tracks, provided thet upon the
improvement of the Ixvington Avenue crossing the ones ot Lylfort end

aturm Avenues, respectively, were closed; that the County of Los
izgeles mould contridbute a sum not to exceed §$15,000. for <his
improvement; that Southern Pacific Compeny woulld pay, sowerd the

cost of this improvement, & sum of money equivelent %o that which

it would pay if the improvement were nade in zecordemce with vhe
Commissionts former order, namely, a0t to exceod $7,500. cnd the

City of Zuntington Park bear the balsnce O suChA COSYe
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The City Attormey of Euatington Park, &t the hearing
held on 3eptember 11, 1930, advised that the City expects to have
peié into 1ts treasury, within the next sixly days, epproxinetely
$19,000., walch would be avalladle for defreoying the City'ts portion
of +the Irvington Avenue crossiag improvezent.

The record is clear that public safety requires immediate
improvement o2 the Irvinglton Avenue crossing if 1t is to remain
open for public use =aé there gppears 0 be no crestion in the
ninds of cny 07 the interested parities regarding the hezerdous
condition which exists at this crossing, the only issue being the
manzer by which it shall be corrected.

In bringing about & correction of this situetioz, I am
of the opinion that the City of Euatington Perk should de permitted
to zelect efither the plan of lowering the wracks or that of ralsing
the sdjacent boulevards, provided, however, that Lz the event the
vlan of lowering the trecks L1s selected, the County of Los Lugeles
contribute 215,000. of the cost, Southern Paciltic Company $7,500.
and the City o2 Zuantington Park the remainder, which iz in zccordance
with the tentative agreement (S. Xarpen & Zros., Exhidit No. 1,
tiled September 11, 1930). I, on the other haxd, the plan of
raiﬁing “he adfaecent highways 1c selected, the cost zhould de
apportioned on the seme bhasis &as outlined in the originel order of
the Commission in this proceeding, Decision No. 18534.

Inasmuch ac the record clzearly shows the Irvington Lvemue
crossing %o be exceedingly dangerous and was orderel improved on |
June 20, 1527, snd nothing in the way of such improvement haviag
been effected %o date, it zppears that public salety recuires that
unless this crossing is izmmediately improved by m=eans of one or
*he other of the two plans stated ebove, 1t should be effectively

closed to public use and travel.




The following form oFf order i:c recomuended:
2PDE 2

IT IS EERZBY ORDZRED thet Commission’s Decision NO.
18504, dated June 20, 1927, in the above entiiled cases, be end

I% ig heredy revoked.

IT IS HEEREBY FURTHER ORDERZD that Southern Pacific Company

bde and it Is heredy directed to improve the grade crossingﬁo:
Irvington ivenue with 4ts tracks in 2he City of Buntington Pexk,
Los dngeles County, in accordance with one of the two following
plens:

Plan 4

Causing to have raised the surface of Eerbor Truck
Boulevard to the west and Ixvington Avenue to the east
of the rellroad, in suck & mammer that apprroaches can
be comsiructed on grades to this crossing not to exceed
four (4) per cent, and substantizlly in eccordance with
the plans shown by Los Angeles County's BExhidit No. 1,
=iled December 15, 1926, in this proceeding.

Plan B

Causing t0 have lowered Southern Pacific Compeay's
“recks SO as %o provide highway approach grades to sedid
Irvingtor Aivexnue crossing zot In excess of Zour (4) per
cont.

Seid Ixvington Avenue crossing shall be improved in accordence
the ZTollowing conditions:

(1) The City of Zuntington Park may select which
o the two plans,referred to above, 1% desires
carxied out and chall, witain thixty (30) deys
fron the date of thls order, advise Southern
Peciftic Compeany, County of Los Azgeles, and this
Commission:

(2) which plan it selects for the improvement of
the Irvington Avenue ¢rossiag;

(b) that it has passed the necessary resolution
or oxrcinence o completely abandon the-
¢rossings of Lyfort and 3Saiurn Lvenues,
Tespectively, with Southern Pacilfic Companyr’s
wracks, in accordance with the conditions
rereinelter zet Jorih.
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The entire coct of improving sald crossing of
Irvington Avenue, including two Standard No. 3
wigwegs, as speciflied in General Order No. 735 of
this Commissiorn, shall be borme as follows:

T2 Plan A 1s selected -

Fizty (50) per cent by Southera Pescific Compeny,
twonty-2five (25) per cent by the County of lLos
Angeles, anéd tweaty-=five (25) ver cent by the
City of Zuntington Park.

2 Plan B 1s selected =

The County 0f Los angeles shall contridute $15,000.
toweard this construction, Southern Pacific Company
$7,500., enéd the City of Zuntizgtor Park the
remainder.

The ¢cost of maintexance of that portiozn of sald
crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of the
outside railc shall be borne by Southern Pacific
Company. The cost of maiatenaxnce 07 that portion
of said crossing up o lines 4wo (2) feet outside
of the outside relils end withic the City of
Huntingtorn Paxrik, shall de borne dy sald city. No
Poxrtion of the cost herein assesced 0 the City of
Huatington Park or the County of Los Arngeles, for
the construction or maintensnce of said crossing,
shall be assessed, in any menner whatsoever, (0

the operative proverty ol Southern Pacific Company.
The cost of meintaining said wigwages shall de borne
by Southern Pacific Company.

Southern Pacific Compeny shall, witain sixty (60)
days frox the date of this order, zubdmit =a
cextilied copy Of ar eagreement Or agreelents
enterod {nto by the three porties at Unterest
(Southern Pacific Company, City of Zurtingvorn Pexk,
and County of Los Anselesf, cevting Zorth 2 plan
02 cerrying out this ixmprovement in accordance with
the terms of this order, and thersalter foxrthwith
proceeé in a diligent marzer with ¥als work €0 1te
completion.

Southern Pacific Compony shell, within thirty (30)

days thereelter, 20tily this Commission, iz writing,

02 the completion of the improvement of z3aid ¢rossing.

IT IS EXRERY FURTEER ORDERED that in the eveat the City
of Funtington Perk does not coxply with Condition No. 1, set
Torth above, the Commiszsion will issue its further order in %this

procesding outlining how the Irvington Lvenue crossing shall de

improved i it i1s ¢0 remain open to pudlic use and travel.

IT IS EEXERY FURTHER ORDZRZD that upon the completiozn of

the Improvement 0 the Irvingtoz Avenue crossing, as directed in




thls deciclion, the pudlic ¢rossings over Southern DPacific Conpeny's
tracks at Lyfort Avenue and Saturn Avenue, respectively, iz the
City of Euntington Park, Los Aageles, shall de elTectively closed
to public travel, in accordance with the terms of Exhibit Ne. 1,
filed Septembder 11, 1930.

The foregoing opinion and order is hereby epproved and |
ordered filed as the opinior end order of the Rallroald Cozmission
of the State of Celifornia.

Tor all other purposes, other ihca hereinabove stated,
the elfective date of this order shell be twenty (20) days Lfronm
the date hereof. |

Deted et Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this ;5322/ day

of zﬁééh;i;iéza S 1930

Mt

Cé;missioners.




