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Decision No. R

- BEFORE THE RAILROAD CQMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicatioxn

of the City o =1 Centro Zor an

order authorizing the construction

of a crossing of the Southern Pacific
Railroad by State Street in said City
of ElL Centro.

Application No. 16744.
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Dorsey G. Waitelaw, City Attorney,

. Tor Applicant.

Hickeox end Trude, by Ross T. Hickeox,
Zor Southern Pacific Coupaxny,
Provtestant.

J. J. Devel, for Chamber of Commerce

oz E1 Centro, Proponent.

. P. Meyer, Zor Imperial Valley Eard-
ware Company, Protestant.

CARR, COMMISSIONER:
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| In this procceding, the City of El Centro asks for
authority '&o construct State Street at grade across the main
line tracks of Southern Pacific Compexy in said cit&fﬁ‘in the
County of Iupexrial, State of Celifornia. \‘

A pubdlic -Learing was held in this matter at EL Centxo
on October 15, 1930. -

In a former proceeding, Application Yo. 15541., like
pemission‘was requested and the Coamission iz 1tebecision Xo.
22008, dated Ianuary 14, 1930 denied the application.

At the hearing in the instant proceed.ins, 1% wes
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stipulated by the parties that the record Iin Application No.
15541 be considered in evidence. The Dew ovidence was largely
conrined te showing_the changed conditions subgpquent to the hea*
izng in.Application No. 15541. }
A Teview of the ‘physical conditions wil_ ot be related
here as they were completely covered in th opinion in Dec ion,
No. 22008. | | .

In support of tke neceds for a cro-sins ﬂ* Smate S.reet
applicant submitted an exhibit showing the tra:fﬂc at the three

existing importent crossings over the Southe*n‘Paciric Compan '~' -

tracks at EL Centro, il.e., Commercial Awenue, xhin Street and 'L
Oranbe Avenue. An analysig o this extibit 1ndicates that fhe _
trarric overAthese crossings in October, 1230, was substantially
the same as invidné, 1929, (Exhibit No. 2, A@plication No. 15541),
but due to the -.cé.'cv thet the treffic in Tupé is nomly mach
.heavier ohan in October on account of the melom.movement tese
checks 1nd1cate thax veaicular traffic over these crossings 13“;
on the: 1ncrease. | |

As in the previous proceeding, the granting or this*
application wes opposed by Southern Pacific Company on the
ground that the volume of traffic using the existlng crossings
did‘ﬁot justify axn additional croscing with its attepding hezexrd
only ome block rehoved Irom the Malin Street crbssing; that a
rearrengement of 1ts facilities would be necessary to accomolate
the crossing at 2 consideradble expense which'was not/justiried
by the bénerits to be deriveld; aﬁd, thet this additionnl cros¢ing
would interfere with and Testrict train operations. )

There is no question under the record thet the ﬁiih
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Strest crossing 1s bedly congested. Conditions are getting
worse. They should be relieved. Waile Theoreticelly it would
seem.thaf truck trarfic could and should flow over some of tba\w,
'other crossings, the fact. is thet it does nov bnt-instead seeks
the mhin Street onc in con ts_tly increasing volnme._

| In a cormunity like sl Centro the existence ol cross-
ings undoubtedly exerts a deciaed influence on the way it develops.
With-trsrric centering as it does at Mein Street, a cne street
town 13 in PIrospect. | :

 Fere there is apparently a strongxycxystmﬂlized oommun,ty 1

désirem; to open up State Street. Placs are in contemplation to |
comnect 1t on the east with the Main Eighway so that traffic will
divide. Not omly the City dut The Chember of Commerce is actively
urging that the application be granted. An imposing numbe* of .
leading citizens testilied to its¢nsed. While 1ts cost will de
wnusuelly aigh, some estimates Tunning es much as $60,000., the

comxunity seems ready to assume the full amount. The qptire record

. negatives the demend for the crossing to be of a témporsryror

psssing-nstﬁre. ,

While upon the record the application could, with justi=
risation,_ﬁe either granted or deniled, & proper regard Lfor the
strong desire and insistence o the community dictates that any
doubdbt should be Tesolved im Zavor of according_the,City-or El
Centro the right to shape its development as the apparsst matared
and unanimous sentiment 1nsisés it should be shaped, ’
In the event this crossing is construsted;;it should

be provided with some foxm of special protection. The testizmony




cleériﬁiindiégted that the protection of this crossing should f
be considered 1n comnection With that at the adjacent crossings
at both Main Street and CQmmgfcial Avenue.

- ipplicant should reasonably be required to bear the
cozt of imstallation of the p&otective devices Installed at“tbeﬁ
State Street crossing, authorized herein, and the Southern ?ag;;ic:

-

Compeny the cost of maintaining the sele. o

T

I recommend +the following foxm of order:

A Tublic hearing having been held and the matter having o

been submitted, | 3 ?

I7 IS EEREBY ORDERED that the City Cowncil .of the City 7
of EL Centro, in the Cownty Qi Tmperial, State of Celifornia, is
hereby authorized to construct State Street at grade‘across,thb .
tracks of Sourthern Pacific COﬁpany at #he location more farticulgrly
descrided in the application and as shown by the map (E:hibft man)
attached thereto, subject to the following conditioqs: and not""?;;rfr
otherwise: | a Pt

(1) The above crossing shall bve identifled as cross-

-~ . 138 NO. W-GQQ.G- N ".

(2) The entire expense of constructing the crossing

. . shall be dorne by epplicant. The cost of main-
tenance of that portion of said crossing outside
o lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails
shall be borne by applicant. The mcintenance of
that portion of the crossing between lines two
(2) feet outside ¢f the outside rails shall beo
borne by Southern Pacific Compeny. . No portion of
thae cost herein assessed to applicant for the con-
struction or maintensnce of saild ¢rossing shall .
be assessed by .epplicant, in apy mamner whatso-
over, to the operative property of Southern Paclirfic

Coxpanye.

The crossing shall be constructed of ‘a width of
. not less than forty (40) feet and at angle to e
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reilroad as shown on the map (Exhibit “av)

attached to the application and with grades of

erproach not exceeding three (3) per cent; shall

be constructed equal or superior %to type shown

as Steadand .No. I in our Genersl Order Xo. 72;

shell be protected by two Standard No. 1 crossing signs,
as speclfied Iin our Generel Oxder No. 75, and shell in
every wey be made sulitable for the pessage thereon of
vehicles and other road traffic. .

Applicent skall dear the entire cost of the instelle-
tion of & special protective device or devices, later
To be approved by the Commission, 2or the proteciion
oL s2id crossing of Stete Street. The cost of main-
tenance of said sarfety device or devices shall de
borne by Southern Pacific Compeny.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafier,
notify this Commission, in writing, o the completion
of the installation of said crossing and of its com~
Pliance with the conditions hereolf.

The zuthorization hereinm granted shall lapse and be- -
come vold il notv exercised within one (1) year from

vhe date hereol, unless further time is granted by S
subdbsequent order. ' ‘

« The effective date of this oxder shall be fwentj‘(éo) daysf /QL

from the date hereof.
‘Dafed at Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this J/2F day of
November, 1930. - ' ' |
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Commissioners.




