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"" ~ q"'i Decision No. _____ ·w_v~~w_\_.~._. __ _ 

) 
In the Mattor or the Ap:pl1eatio~ ) 
or the City or ~l Centro ~o~ an ) 
order au:thorizingthe construction ) 
ot a eross~ or the Southern Pac1tic) Application No. 16744. 
:Railroad by-State Street 1n se.id,:C1ty ) 
or El Centro. ) 

----------------------------~) 
Dorsey G. Whitelaw, City Attorne7, 

tor App11ean-c. 
Hickcox and Trude, by Ross T. !l1ckcox, 

tor Southe~ Pacific Company, 
Protestant. 

~. ~. Deuel, tor Cham~er ot Comme=ce 
, ot El Cen tro~ Proponent. 

E. F. Meyer,. ror Imperial. VAlley Rard-
ware Company, Protes~t. 

CAP.R, COMMISSIONER: 
'? 

OPINION' -- ... ~-' .... -
In this proceeding, the 01 ty ot 1:l Centro asks tor 

authority to construct State Street at grade across the ma1n 

line tracks ot: Southern Pac1t1c Company 1n said 01 t~."!.::L the 

County or Imperial, State ot Cel1torn1a. 

A publ~~~hear1:lg was held in th1s matter at El Centro 

on. Oeto'b'er" 15,. 1930. 

In a tomer proceeding, Application No. lSS4l, like 
, . 

per.miss1on was requested and the CommiSSion 1:l its Dee1sion No. 
~ 

22008, dated. ~~uar.y 14, 1930, denied the application. 
At- the hearing in the l.:a.ste.::lt proceeding, it was 
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stipulated by the parties that the record in Application No. 
. , 

15541 be considered 1n evidence. The new ~vidence was largely 

confined to showing the changed conditions subsaquent to the hea.~ 

ing in Application No. 15S41. ,. 
A rev1ew ot the 'physical conditions ~ll not be related 

here as they were completely covered in the opinion in Dec1iion ; . 

No. 22008. . . . ~ 

In support ot the needs. tor a el"O~~ing ,~.~,~ ste. te St1-eet, . 

applicant subIll1tted an emi "01 t show1ng the 'tra..~1_e at the three.: 
, ,'. ! . 

'. . - . 
eXist1ng 1m.portant crossings over the Southern PaCitic companY~$ I - • 

. ~ .. , 

tracks at El. Centro, i.e., Commercial Avenue, Ma1n Street and 
.' ' 

Orange Avenue. ~. 'analysis ot this. exb.1'bit indicates that the 
. -tratt1c aver. these cross1ngs in October, 1930, was su'bste.ntie.lly 

the sse as inJ'une, 1925;), (Exhibit No.2, Application No. 1S541)~ 
. . 

but' due to t~e tact that the traftic in JUne is normally much 

. heavier····\;han in October on account ot the :melon movement 'these 

ohecks indicate that vehicular trattie over these crossings is 

on the increase. 

As 1Jlthe previous proceeding, the gr8llt11lg or th1s\ 

application was opposed by Southern Pacit1c Com~ on th~ . 
ground.; that the volo.me or ";rat!ic using the ex1st~ng crossings 

did not just1ty an additional cross1ng With its. attend1:lg l:rI.zard 

only one block removed. trom the Ma1n Street Cl'Oss1ngj that 8. 

rearrangement ot its facilities would be neeessar.1 to accommodate 

the crossing at a considerable expense which was not justit1ed 

by the bellet1ts to be derived; end, that this additional. ~rosslllg 
- ~, I 

-. '.:. 

would 1ntertere with and restrict train operations. 
.. 

There is :0.0 Q,uestio:o. under the record that the ~ 
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." . , 
Street crossing is badly congested. Conditions ~.gett1ng 

,worse. They should.be relieved. ~le theoretically 1twoUld 

seem that truckt:rart1c co~d I3.:!ld should now over some ot tb~~ ... / 
. '~'0( 

other crossings, the tact .150 that it does !lot 'but -1nstead seekS:: 
.~, ': 

the Main Street one 1.n,e~:o.s~.tlY 1llcreas1ns volume,. .. 
In a cotmn1D1ty 11ke Zl Centro the existence ot cross-

ingsundoubtedlyexerts a decided intluence on the way. it develops. 

W1th·trattic centering as it does at Ma1n Street, a one street 

town is ~ prospect. 

Bere there is ap~:c.tly a strongly ~.~JJjzed eo~ ty 

desire . .: to open up State Street. Plans are in cOD:temple.t!o:l. to 

eonnec't :t t on the east With the ~n Eighway ZQ: that t:ra:!'t1c w111 

divide.' Not only the City but ~he Chamber ot Commerce 1sact1vely 

urging that the application be granted. .All imposing number o'! , 
.. 

lead1ng citizens testit1ed to 1ts:ueed. While its cost will be 

unusually :iigb., SOIlle estimates rnr:n:fng e.s 'much Co:; $00,000., the 

community seams ready to assume the 'tull ~ount. T.b.e ont1re record 
'" 

, negatives t~e deQand tor the cross~ to be ot ~ temporar.r or 

.. 
'Wh1le u1'On the record t:lle 8.l'pl1ca tion col:ld, rl th just1-

tication, be either granted or denied, ,8. proper regard 'tor tho 

strong desire ~d 1ns1stenceo't the,community dictates that ~ 

doubt shou.1.d be resolved ill tavor or according theC1ty or 31' 

Centro the right to shape its development as tlle apparent matured 
-. . 

and unanimous sent1ment i:ls1sts it should be shaped. 

In the ovent this eroes1llg is constructed; it should 

be provided with some :ro~ ot special ~roteetion. The test~ny 
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, 
clearly indicate~ that the protection 0": ~h1$ c::oss1ng should I 

be considered 1n connection with tha~ at the adjacent cro$$~ 

at 'both Me,1:o. St=eet and Com.e:re1al A.vellue~ 

J~pplican t should reaso:a.a'bly be :-ecruired to bea::- the 

cost ot i:l.st'a~lat1on ot the protective devices i:l.stalled at' the 

State Street eross,us, authorized herein, and the SOuthern Paci::'1e ' 

C.omve.:lY the cost ot me.1nta1n1ng the sc.::ne. 

! recommend the tollo~~ ":or.m ot order: 

O'R DE R ...... ,_ ......... -
. .l. :ublic hearing having been held 8.:ld the matter having " 

-- ,- " 'been su 'b~,t tect, " 

I'l' IS E:EP.EBY ORDz:a:::o tha. t the City Council ,ot the -City 
- " 

ot El Centro, 1n the County ot Imperial, State o! Ca.lttomia, is 

hereby atlthor1zed to construct State Street at grade across _t~ 

tracks ot Sou~hern ~ac1t1c Cacpcny at the ~ocat1on ~o=e particularly 

desc~bed in the application and as shown by the map (E::th1b1
i
t "A") - ......... 

attaehed thereto-, subject to the tolloWing cO.lld1t10ll's, :md llot 

otherwise: ' 

(l) 

(2) 

(3) 

~e above crossing Shall be 1dent1tied as cross-
ing No. BN-69S.6. 

T.ne entire expense ot constructing the e~oss1ng 
shall be corne by applicant. The cost ot main-
tenance ot that po~tion or said crossing outsi~e 
ot lines two (2) teet outside ot. the outside rails 
shall be borne by applicant. The~,mtdnten~ce. ot 
tta t portion ot the crossing between lines t110 
(2) teet outside c·! the outs!de ra1:ls shall 'b~,) 
'borne 'by Southern Pacitic Company. . No ~ortion. ot 
tAe cost herein a$sesse~ to applicant tor the con-
struction or ma1nte~ce 0: said crossing $hall . 
'be assessed 'by,applicant', ill 'a:r;.y lIlA:lll.er whatso-
ever, to the operative J.;l::"oper'ty or Southern Paei,tic 
Company. 

The crossing shall 'be constructed 'ot'a w1dth.ot 
not less than torty (40) teet and at en;le to tl:e: 
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ra1J.ro'e.d as zhown on the map (Exb.1b1 t w.A. "J 
~tte.ohed to the 3'pplicatioll and with grs.des o~ 
ap~roach not exceeCing three (3) per oent; shall 
oe constl"'tlcted equal 0::- super1o::- to tn>e show. 
as Standard. ·No. :5 1n ou;:: G.ene:-al Order No. 72; 
shall be protected 07 two ~e.:::.dard No. 1 crossing s1gns ~ 
as specit1ed in our General Ol"der No. 75, and shel.l ill 
ever,y w~ be made sUitable ~or the p~ssage thereon or 
vehicles and other road trattic. 

(4) Applice.nt shall 'bear the entire cost ot the installa-
t10n or a special prote'ct1ve device or d.eVices, later 
to be app:oved by the COcmiss1on, tor the protection 
ot said c:'Oss1:.g o'! State Street. The cost or :lain-:-
tenance or said satety deVice 0= deVices shall 'be 
'borne 'by Southern Pac1fio Company. 

(51 AP:vl1 cant' shell, wi thin thirty (30) days thereatter, 
:c.otity this C0lmll1SSi011, 1l::. w::1. ti:l.g" o'! ,the cOl:lpletion 
or the installation ot said crossing and ot its eom-
:t>lia:l.ce with the cond1'~10ns he~eot. 

" .:-

(6) The authorization herem granted s.b.8ll lapse and be- " 
come void it not exercised w1 thin Olla (1) yee:r :t.rom 
the date hereot~ ~e3s ta=ther t~ is granted 'by 
subsequ~t order. 

. 
• The et't'ect1ve date ot "th1s o:"der shall 'be twenty (20)ds3's 

t'rOm the date he~t. 

Dated at San :E'ranc1sco, Ce.lito:n1a, this Ltd- ~ ot 

Novem.ber', 1930. 

Cocmissio:le::-s. 

.,' 
-:>' 

t :', ~;~; 
. : I~: 
. ~', 

I 


