
23136 ~Decision No _______________ __ 

In ':he ~ t~e= o'! tho A,;pli ca t1~:. o'!' 
S"JTTZR-EDTTE C,iN';..!. CO. to sell to 
R!CliVf L~ IBRIGAT!CN DISTRICT, a::::.d ot 
la tte= to 'buy- ee:tain :r.>ro;perty o~ 
S1!tter-Butte Ce=.e.l.Co. 
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----------------------------) 
Do~elas Eroo~ and Iseae Frobr~=~ 

-:=01' Sutter-:Sutte Ce.:le.l Co=,!'an:y_ 
Georee ? Jonez, tor P~chvale 

Irrigation District. 

SE.LVEY, COWlISS!O~TE:R: 

II!. this ,::"oceec.1ng Sutte=-B~.l'tte CD.:lalComl'eny., a' co~ora-

rieation :!?ur,oses 1::. Sutte= e.:.d Butte Co-.mties, $,$ks ~o= autho:-ity 

to the Riehvale Ir=1ga.t1o:l Distriet, apub11c co:o,ore.tio:l, ~h1ch 

The ev1de~ce shows that the Richvale ~1sat1o: District 

we.:; duly or~:lizec. e.nd eXists u::.d.e::- and. by virtue o~ the Cc.l11"or:::.i:l 

~risc ~~ area ot ~?;=oAimatcly 18,000 ac::;cs and that ~e::;e a:e a~

~ro~ately 15,OOC aeres or l~nd out$ide o~ the D1str!et~s bound-



~ t10n ,u.-:po~es t=om the Sutter-Butte Ce.nal COt:.?e.ny and y;hic:b. :w.y 

de~1l"e water e.ee.i~ in the tut~e. During the five-year ~er1od 

last pcst~ o~ the above l5.000 ~ore$ outside the bo~da=ies ot 

eaoh year~ pl"aet1c~11y all tor rice eult~-e~ en average ot 3.000 

~c:re: or land.. 
The Di:trict ,ro~oses to continue service to the entire , 

e.re~ set out a"oove as well as to certo.i:. additional hn~=· :::.~je.ee::..t 

thereto ~d which are 1:r:iga"ole but whic~ have never a~ yet :e-

ceived wa~er. In oo~ect1o~ ~ith tne above ~~ds now outside the 

:Dist::-ict o.:ld lyi::l.g witb1n the servioe e:eo. o'! that ~art or the 

system or the Canal Co~e:y whioh it is ~l"oposed to trans!er to 

said District> the Board or Directors the:oeor have assured this 

Cac=ission th~t it is ~-lling and a:xious to ~c~it ~. a~d e~ 

ot such outside ls.nds to co::::e wi thin tee D1:::tr1ct at· a::r:r ti:::l.e . 

~rope:r ap~l1cat1on therefor is mAde by the o~ers. Slightly less 

than 300 acres o~ the entire area ~ ~d outsideo! the Dist:ict 

are now pl~ted to seneral crops, the ~in1ng eore~ge be~ de-

voted to rice. 
An Asreemc~t o~ O~t1o~ unde~ dete o~ November 3, ~9Z0, 

bas been entered into ~y an~ between Sutter-BUtte Cnnal Compa~ 

'and· the Richvale Irrigation District wherein ane. whereby so.id. 

Canal Co:::pany granted to the Distri.ct the o:pti.on and right to :;)'0. ... -

chase and acq,uire an Ullo.! v1ded. o:c.e-que:ter C,z)1nterest1n ~e. to 

Rfver 500 secone. teet ot ~ater, ac~uired under ~p1~ ?crmit 
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, 

also an U'lld1vided one-q:c.arte= C,zl ~ere:::t 1~ a::d to the C:orn,-

1t1os at the Feathe= R17er, together w1t~ ~ ~div1ded o~~ 

~o the :point whe:-e the Biggs !.r.iterc.l takes ott ot: the lM:ai:o.C6.:lal; 
-

~loo an ~d1v1ded o~e-h~l~ C~) 1ntere~t in the Biggs Lateral t~ 

the head ot: 't.:la.t ce::::-ta1~ lateral knovm :lS tl;e Biggs Exte::.sio::.; " 

late=al ditches lead~g '!:rom it, including pucps,bu11dings and 

other o~ero.t1 ve :prope=ty lying within c.nd necezsa..'7 tose::::ve t~e 

l~ds ot the so-called "31chvslo .A::ea," 7.'~ic!':. c.:"e:l c~r1.ses c.ll 
" 

le.nt!s he=etof'O.l"0 sc:::'Vce. by, the C:;:.::.al Com::to.:lY' ~ this terr1to:::,r ~ 

lanC!.s wi thin tl:e D1.strict. '!"ne "Eichv6.le Aroa tt is :noro :pe.::"t1cu-

larly set tortt and described ~ the option. 

tion ~o= t~o trans~er ot: the ,r~~e=t~os and rights set to:t~ above 

is ~750,.OOO, ot: wh!.cb. $5CO,OOC is ~e.yabl(;: in 'bO!lcts 0": t~e Diot::i ct. 

l'UI'chaoc jtr:lce,tt is tobC:,J,Ja1c!. w1tll1n two:::::.ty (20) yearc a::'te= the 

tho un,~1c:. 'ba:..ance. 

~s to the service to be re:::::.dc=e' t~ land~ in ~he "Eich-



cO::lt1nue to tu.:n1sh 1l":'~eo.tion water to se.id lands at .::-~:~ez ::lOt 

Co~,~. nor i~ a~ eve~t, without the eo~sent ot za1~ Com~, 

~t ratos less th~D ei~t do!la:s ($8.00) ,er acre ,er 0n~~ ror 

Sutter-Butte Ce.nel Co~pe.ny e.!:L. or t=.e r::=-oss revent=.ez rece1V'e~ 

.~ 

tC:lded. ii~os1 t1o:::. "b!T the Cor:,e.::y of th.e l'e.y:nents to oe=eo-eived 

under the above "eo:::.t=act :pu::-cho.se l':-iec." In this co:n:::.eet1o:' 

the Co:::::liss10n is 0: the op!.:lion the. t this lllO:ley should. be ex-

stances shou1~ this mo~ey be use~ tor payi~s eiv1de:ds on the 

coenon stock u:.t1::' such t1I:.o as all outste.ne.1:!g bo:J.C.s a:ld ,::-e-

ert1es, rights ~d 1:lte~sts o:.this utility, it is obvious t~t 

the "'ooo~ e.:.l<! accou:::.ts 0-: -:00 SUtte=-Butte C~l Com:pe.::y will re-

;:t:.1::.e,,~e.~jus ben.t to =e~lect the ~=o,er m.:~:c.draw:lls or ::et1:reme::lts 

t=o~ c~p1tal. A cone.~tion 0-: the O=der ~ll l':ovide :orthe :11-



ille o'! co;>ies o"! each e.nc. eve::;!, 'book e:Ltry I:Ul.do to ::-etleet the 

sale an~ trans!er ot the ~ro~ertiez re:erre~ to ~ t~s a"l1ce-

tion.. 

In view of the tact that tn1s transfer eo~te~,lates 

the S~int o~eration, ~~te:ance and control o~ ~ part ot t~e 

cane! systeI:l "o'tJ e. public 't:.tility Ilnd an ir:-igo.tion',distr1ct O7'er 

wh1c~ latter body tbis Co::ission ~os3esses no jurisdiction or 

control, it is clea: that ~n order to protect the interests o~ 

the re~in1=e public utility consucers there should be ~de 

available to the R:lil:-oad CoD::l1ssio~, s!::o1.l1d the ::.eces.city there-· 

. to:- a:"ise, access to so :luch ot the District"·s records, books 

o!any or all ot s~eh jo~tly-~e~ facilities. Autho::-ity so to 

d.o should be granted t;us Coc.ission by the D1st=ict ~!lroueh e. 

resolutio~ ot its Eo~~ ot ~1rectors. 

subt:.issiO::l to the State ~inee::- o! the Ste:te 0: Califo::l1~, ;.as a.n 

... c.::-"o1.ter, the settl €Cent ot a:rt:l ~3putes which J;los~i "o1y may arise 

i::l the !utu::-e betwee:c. the Sut~r-Eutte Ce::.e.l Co:r.,~ e.:ld. t::'e Dis-

rie;hts, the ex;?e!!.sos 0: o;:?e:-a ti:J.e;, :no.i:c.ta.ii't:::e., :1.m,=on:.g end CO:::l-

t:-o:'Ung the :i'ro::ve=ty ,!ointly o'O'mec:. 'by botb.::Je:t1es, c::J.~/or'i::' 

the esta'b11shment, operatio:c., mai::.tcnanee ~d cont:ol ot a ~ug1=e 

station 1!l the MD.:':.:l Ca:lZl.l or the Sutte:--:Butte Cc.r.al Co::.,~y "to:: 

'the ap,ortioDmont ot the v.~te=s ot the Fe~tb.e= P~ver to the ap-

,l'lictirite ::!:.e::ei:c.. While th~=e is no l'e.::--;icule.r o'bjeetio::. to 'this 
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::::lethoe. ot ~:-"o;;'tro.t1o:..o'! c.1spute::: vC1ch ~7 o.:-ize,1t is o"ovicu:3 

th~t this Cocmiss1on shcu:~ :ot be bo~d by su¢~ :1~d1ng8 s~uld 

they adverse:y at~ect either the utility or ~ts ¢onsume:-s. I 

roo.c. Co::c:.iseion. 

tem to be t~sre=red i::. ~hol0 0:- in l'a:"t to the :l1:;t::-ict e.nd whic=. 

o.re now or ... t1 tle~ to service. ':he evi!o:::.ce :turther s1:!.ows t.hat ~e~' 

=e~erred to in this ~~~licetion should be ~-anto~ cubject to the 
, . 

tems $.:lc. co:lditionz o'! the '!olloVli!!g O:-de::, which::: s1.ior.it here-

v:ith. 

O?~ZR 
-~--..-.-



~d conditions o~ ~id Exh!b!~ ~A~~e~~c~ ~s i:~1cated in t~e 

1- ~1thi~ ~hi=ty (~O) ~ys atter the pl~c~ ot 
~he ~eed tr~sterr!~ the e!oreza1d ,ro,-
ertiez to Richvale Ir::-1se.tio:. D1s't:-ict :!.l::. 
esc:-ow, Suttcr-Bu~te C~nal Co:~:y Sball 
~ile with the Railroad Com=1~zio~ a certi-
~icd CO?y o~ so.:td· c.eed, unexee~~e~. 

2.. 1:'it1l1n thi:-tj (30) da.ys t:-om the de.te t~e.t 
Sutter-Butte Canal CO~~~ ae~uu11y :e-. 
li:c.~ui:::hes cOlt:-ol o.~~ :p053c3:::10:. 0-: the 
,rope~ty herein authorized to be tranz-
""e--eA .( t .,.'" all .I'~' I!> ·...ft'" ... ", 1 I!" Co-~ ~~..fo:t. '" ..... Y.,... .., ... "" ... ... ~ ,-,.... oWr. "....., ~ w""'. ' 
a certitied state~e~t indicati~ the ~te 
'U!,onw~ eb. sue!:. c o:1t:-ol e.:.d ,o$sessio!l. were 
=e11::ic:u1she~. 

~e oo:.s1de:-e.tio:. involved in this t:-ans1"e= 
shall ::.ot be urged beto::o tbis Co=ussion 
or any other ~ublie ~o~y as a ~ndi:l.e 0: 
value~o~ rate-~ix!:g or tor any p~poso 
other than the ~ster ~ere1:l.. 

Sutter-B1!tte Cc.=.e.l COtlpe..:lY s ball rUe with 
th18 CO~$sion, w1th~ t~1rt7 (30) days 
trot:. t!te &. te ot rcli:.t;.t:is!l:te:c.t .. oi' oontrol 
and possession of the ?r~e=tie$ herein 
autboriz.ed. to be t:~::''"l.1''o:"':'ec:., ~ zte.te::.ent 
0":' eac~ o::ld cve-:y ~ok ent:y whereby the· 
t=a:n~te:" 0: so.1d :prope=t1es ie :reeo:ded. 
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5. l1ith1n tb.1=ty (30) days tro:c. the date ot 
this Order, Sut,ter-:au.t~e C3:l.o.l. CO::ll'a:c;:r shall. 
~le ~1th this Co~iss~on a map setting to~h 
bY' apjt:"opr1ate des:1.guatio:o. thereon ~ land.s 
T.hieh at e:a:s time. 1n. the l'est llave received 
'irrigation service :::rom those :port10ns ot 1 ts 
canal system wb.1oh e....."'"e be1ng tre.:lStened ill. 
whole 0= in :part. to the :Richvale I...-r1gat1on 
D1$t=i~ b:r at;.t21ority or this Order .. 

6. With:tD. t:b1rty (SO) days t:'om. the dc.te or th1s 
orde~ B1ehvale.I.~gat1on ~is~riet She'J tile 
with this Co:mn1s.s1.on. a S-:i~ulat1on. d~ executed 
07 1 t:3 'boe.rd or directors a.greeins that. the . 
Ra1lroad Com:nssion 'J:.2.Y' ~v.e qccess "t;o so :on:eh 
of the d1str1ct"s :records, books and aeeOttllts 
e.s maY' :reaso::la"oly be oonsidered to a:tect or re-
:J.ect the cost, op:::at1o:l., :maintene.=.oe e.:l.d. d.e-
preciation, reco::lsW:llc'tion or reple.eel:lent,. or 
~ or all. ot the tae1l1ties 'tlSed jo1ntJ,y by 
the ,d1st:1.ct e.:ld the Sutter :Butte Ce.ne:L COmpe.:x:r,. 

IT IS E'SRZSY ~:s:za OWE:RE!> tho.t the authoritY' herein 

granted will beocme e.,ttective. twenty (20) days e..~er the &ite 

lle::e.ot'. 

The to:ro:goi:0.8 o:pinion a!ld order ere he::eby al':Proved 

and ordered riled as the O:p1n1on. ~d. Order ot the Ra1l=oe.d Com-

~ss1on ot the state ot california. 

Dated' at San :E'rane1sco, CaJ.ito:-nie., this,< :.-".e:/d~ 
ot' Deeera.ber:t 1930. 

co:iiilissioners: ... 

.. 


