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Tac City of Sanger, z municipel corporation, bes vetitioned
vae Railroad Commission for an order granting authomity for the
anplicant to coﬁstruct a crossing at grade across the tracks of
The Southern Pacific Compeny et 8th Street in the City of Smger.

A public heaxing on this applicatioﬁ was coaducted by
Zxaminer Zandford at Sanger, ihe zatier was duly cubmittod 2nd
is now ready for decision.

Toe main t:ack ol the TFresno broxmch of Southern Pacific
Compeny oxtends through the City of Sanger in a gezmexal rortherly
and southerly direction and at the pdint of proposed crossing
the rigat of way occupies the entire tier of blocks beiween L™
and T Streets, two norta &nd souih sitreets. ,:The groaver
portioﬁ of the City of Szmger ondé the princiﬁal siness dic -
,trict. lie:. vo the west of the railroad tracks, ‘oo busi;oss
section being rrincipally clozg 7th Street, irmediately weost
of the railroad. ,

The present traveled route out of the Civy of Sadge:

west is by way of 7tk Street. To the cast of the city
voere is bvut oxme outlet, that bcinébway of za County Road
comnecting wiva 8th Street and leading to the agricultural

district east ol the city and to Xings Canyoz and Genersl Crant




lational Park. 2igath Street is onen and naved frox the
easterly ¢ity limits to the easterly right of way line of the-
»rallrocd at "L™ Streect and it Lc also open Yo travel west of the
reilrozd's right oL way %o the westerly end of the street. Tae
vlock botween "LT azd "M Strcets and ¢ross ng tae rallroad rigint

ay 15 not, aowevc*; 6pen, crossings veing meintained at

7ta Street and at 94t Street 400 foct north and south, respectively.
It 43 the efore necessary for travel entering t%e city from vhe

ast alozg gtk Street to detour ome dHlock to tac noxth ox to the
south iz order %o effect 2 crossing of the railroad tracks, the
usual route dheing vy way of "LT Street, waica iz vaved vetween

7ta and 9th Streetcs.

Tae ¢i%y desires 4o open 8%k across tae tracks. The chiel

advantage'such o eroszssing would glve as set forth &% %he hearing
is that 1t would permit the'city $0 adopt a truczing ordinaonce
roquiring all keavy trucking pacsing tarougna tae ¢ity to use tre
gth Street route instead of along 7ta Streetv through the dusines
district. It iz 2also clalmed that this cfo sing would shoxrtexn
the distance for travel %o and from districts to the eazt OF The
eity and would reduce the aumber of turzs rccuired in reachiag
the packing houscs at Sanger, most of which are located on railroad
property along the ezsterly side of MI™ Street. The opening
of the 8ta Street’crossing would 2lso © im;late busizess along
8tk Street, according %¢ some testimony in the record.

Soutnern Pacific Company maintains sixz tracks at the point
of crossing and on the westerly side of thic groperty'raciﬁg g
Streot Yhe campeny owms two packing houses which lie within tﬁg
linits of the vroposed éxtension ol ‘th Street.and il the sireet
1s constructed tiarough the dlocxk these packing houses would have
to be moved or at least partially removed. The normel main lfzme
moverents at %tiis point are relatively few,thére being but’one
passenger trein and one freight train in each direction dxtly.
During t2e frult packing and skipping season, Lowever, which

extends from Lugust ©o Yovemder, there iz consideradle f"i ¢hing -

v
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in the Sanger yexd, the number of movemeats dally at 8tk Strect
verying from talirty to £ifty, with an average dalily movereat of
Torty four during the hoavy meonths.

Southern Pacific Company protescted the granting of his
application. The opening ol &th Street would natc*ially shorien
the lengva of ivs storage tracks ir Sanger; rcguire thot cars ve

et in shorvter cuts; dolay the spotting and mulling of ¢ers from
the_various vackirg sheds; and do away with ozne of its tesm tracks.

In addition, it would be necessary for taer %o Tind other locations
2

Tor the two industries occupying the packing houses waich would

require to be removed.

From testimony produced av tae hearing, it oprears that the
proposed crossizg would cost between 74000.00 to $7500;00; depending
o1 the width and type of comstruction used. Iz addition to tnis
there would be thae cost of pving 8%h Street outcide of the’track
areas vetween TLT and "M Streets and the cost of the eascment
across Sout ae*n ?uc;fic Comnany n*ope tYe Nbitber of these costs
appear in the recoxd.

This Commission has herctofore held that 2 showing of nmore
thoz usuel pudblic convenience and necessity should be made beflore
it would suvhorize z crossing at grade througz the middle of -
railroad yard. Suecz crossingsoresent uwnusual hazards, suda
as the possidility ol wvehicles colliding with tke sidos of cors
at nigat, the Trequeant back-up movemerts and swite: ing of detached
cars and the storing o spoviing of carz oa yard tracks usually
obstruct the view of +traiz movements on adjacent tracru..Crossing*

. g
in yards often roquire speelal provection waick,in $i7u0 ve cr*ecv-
ive, iz sometinmes uxduly exmensive. In addition, such crossings
Zven deprive the railroad of valuedble indusirial property and
intorfere materially with thelr opera . URloss tﬁe pudblic
is se;iously izncozvenienced and meke long detours to
adjacent e¢rossings, zew crossings should not be obened in railroad

yerds.




In the prezent case there is an open public crossing 400 Tec?t
on either side of the proposed cros ing a“d the moximum additvional
distance a vohicle is recuired %o vel is 800 feet and “hat for a
very limited anumber of vehicles. Seventt Street being the main
busizess street of Sanger it iz reasonable TO mreswme vhat most
L tﬁe travel L2 and out of the téwﬂ haz occasion to'pasékover
this street and ca2n use the 72 Street croseing without incoﬁvenience.
It als0o appeaxrs + at less tha“ Tive bercenx of %he fruit packed av
Scnger, in packing houscs betweon 7ta and 9ta Streets, entors the
city by way of 8tk uvreet and tast for frult destined to other

’

pacxing houses the proposed erozsing ﬁould‘nqt shorton the disztancc.
In geaeral, it may ve sald that theidpening of 8th Stiecet would
effect slight, If any, saving in distance to travel having occasion
to crozz the track and tkat th onl*iéaving would be in %the zwaber
of turrs neceszsary in the route iz ana out or town. k.a ave thexrelore
roached the comclucion trhat the o crossing of 8th Street With
Southern Pacific “tracks islzot ustitied and tae application will
accordingly ve denied.
02D IR
A public hearing having veer neld oz the above extitled appli-
ation, the matter baving deen duly swomivied, vhe Cormission beizng

now Lully advicsed and bacing Ltz order on the conclusion as zew
forth iz the opinion ﬁhich vrecebes this order,

IT IS ZZRZIRY CRDIRZD that thls application be and the came I1s

neredy donlcd.

Dated at San Tpancisco,Califerzia, ¢

123C.




