Decision XoOe 233— (8

BEFORE TEE RATIRQAD COMMISSION OF TEES STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

WEST COAST TELIFHOKS COMPANY CF B
CALIFORNIA for authority +0 abendon Avplication No. 16987
tolephone line Lrom Prather Raxch 0

Montague, Californie, and %o discon~-

tinue 01l stations cornected thereon.

X2 the Matter of the Application of

WEST COAST TELEFEONE COMPANY OF

CALIFORNIA-for authority to abaxdon

telephone line Zrom Ager, Califoruisx, Applicatior No. 169E8
to Dorris, Californis, and to discon- , '

tinue ‘celephone .,tations connected

thereon.

E. R. Eamnibal, for 4pplicent. |
J oseph Eessig, for Certain Subscribers.
F. D. Douthitt, for United Stetes Forest
- Service, Interezsted Party.
BY THE COMMISSION:

[ Z.AT..I.Q.

In the above numbered applications, as amenfed, West

céas-t Telei:hone Company seeks to abandon two Larmer telei)hdne
lines owned by it - one betueen Lger ard Do*ﬁ.s, and the other
between Prather Ranch and Mntasue. ’
Public hearings thereon were conducted dy Examinex
William.. at 'Y.‘m}:e:, 2t which time the appl...cations were consoli-
dxted for hearing and decision, and were duly mbmitted.
According %o the testinmony, these lines were acg;uired‘.'
by applicaz.it in‘connectiqﬁ with the purchase of the Do:ris w:éha;nse




'p::oper:ies, autho*:!.ze& 'by Decision No. 20685 on .A.pplice.tion Xoe
15032, dated J'anua-'y 17, 19294 Although cozmected with the switch-
boards of applicant, 'the lines have been of little so:’vice ea:cepc
when rep&ir wore made by two or three subsc:.‘..bers:,- who used The
lines for local comn.ication. The compexny made renr repairs
(costing less than $100.00) amd received 20 -evezme, accoxrding %o
the Testimony oIl Ao W. :Dg:nio-,‘ Manager for applicant at ;Dor:is‘.

mhe reason for this wes that applicent received the lines from

14s predecessor in collapsed condition for meny miles, and received

2o Qemands :tor -'e:vice.

The line between Ager and. Dorris was buil‘t between Lger
and Klemath Hot Sp:ings iz 1890 and completed %o Dor:::!.s iz 1900.
It is approximately 24 miles long. Tke cons mction was 'sround‘e;&
iron circniﬁ suspended mostly on torest trees, only about tex per
cent of the su;;pension being oxr poles; Joseph EHesslig testi;‘ied.
tnat the line has been iz a State of partlel collepse Zor many
years, and that long distance use bas been impossible. Mr. Desio
vestitied that putting the line in efficlent condit ion would cost
epproximately $5,000.00, and that as it passes through mountain
territory it wéuld be sudbject excessive storxm mallnienances
Prospective revenue 'would. ROt support such expenditures. Salvage
would not pey Lits own cost’, he testiffed. It Is the purpoée or
e.pplicant to give tb.ese lines {whick are not now mclud.ed. in it.,
mte: base) to four subscribers, who intend %0 recomtrv.ct portions
ror 'thei:' :mmal private CSee

The Iine between Lontagm anéd Prather Ranch was constmc‘ced
in 1894, and. 1s a grounded iron ci:cnit. By amendment filed at
the b.ea.r:!.ng, applicant so'aght to abandon that portion of 'the lin&

-




detween & point three miles east of Prather Remch and MacDool,

tms edendozing the entire line. IXAIdIt No. 2, filed at the
. hearing, iz the acceptance of the lins named in the aneadment by
the MacDoel Telephone Compexy, J. D. Haxmmond, Maneger, 0 de
assimilated into that cystem. 4lso, F. D. Douthitt, United States
" Porost Supervisor, at Yreka, stated that this service vwbuld.’"iéke
over all the Temaiming line, except three miles detween Prather
Ranck and the point where' the MacDoel Company Will terminate and
connsct with the Trekz exchange ré#: Forest Sexvice usee.
~ No one appeared to protest the abandonments proposed.
Only those intexested In, receiving the abendoned property tor
their own. use &4id appear. In erxplaining why the lines aTe sought
to be di continued, applicant presented the -'ollowing mlnations
Ager - Pra‘!:hor '

Reprod.uction 'o'ost', DOV 410;1'75.00 57,881.00
Less Deprecia.ﬁ.on, . 9,498.00 ' 6,9‘79.00

Salvage value, 8 677400 3 902..00

Applicent slso amended its éapp‘.Lica’c&on (pai-am:;ﬁ _I\fo. 3)
to substitute "Bogus to Fall Creek™ instead of Ager and, c}:'.ans:.ng ’
the conmecting point of McKenzie to Fall Creek instead of Ager.

The record also éhows trat the lines sought o be aban-
doned have fallen into dfisuse decause ceaxly ell the subscribers
have other and efficient means of Teaching the ezch&nges at Dorris
and Yreke. Mexy of the places are sexved by The Paciﬁc Telephone
and Telesmph COnrpany or dy farmer lines conzected wi'ch. 'that com=
. pany's systeR. It appears that, except for, the 'three niles eas'c
or P"'a.'tb.er Ranch., a.ll eubsc:ibc*s may obtain service, and in m.ost
cases have already obtained - 4%, over other Tacilitlez. '.mw 4
. lines to de aband.oned, even i reduilt, would not *eoef.ve p&tronago




'_ enough to pay the out-of=~pocket cost of service and maintensnce.

In view of these Tacts, we believe suthority should de
granted_a.pplicant to at_mndon these lines and withdraw from servico
in tke two avess. That epplicent is giving this abaﬁd.oned property -
to those who can make p::imte usé of 1% for & nominel consideration
' is not a matter that concerns this Commission alter a_bandomenf is
effacted.

West Coast ‘J:ea.ephone Company, having made appli cations
0 the Reilroad Commission for orders autho::izing the’ a.ba.ndoment
of cexrtalrn tolephone lines, ‘zore peczticularly dezcribed In the
opinfion which preoedos thia oxder, pudlic hea.rings thereon having
been held and the matter now being ready ror decision, :

The Railroad Commlssion oI the State of Ce.li.ro-ni.a hen:e‘by
finds az a fact that &pplicant should not ‘be Tequired to contirme
operation of the aforesaid lines. | |

Basing 1ts oxder ﬁpon fhe rdregomg finding of fact and

upon such other £indings of fact as are contained In the opizion

preceding iz oxrder, ,

IT IS SEREEY ORDERED that Test Coast Telephons Compexy
be and 1t 15 hereby auﬂ_ioﬁze.d to mbandon the aforeseid lines,
end to cancel and withdTew as of the date of abendonment, all
ratos emd tariffs for communication service over said 11zes;

The antb.oriza't on herein granted ""o“ abandonnént or
the aforesaid properties shall become ertect.'x.ve Tifteen (15)




deys aftex the d.ate hercor, and is conditioz.al upor completion

on or be*ore: Fe'b'-uary L, 3.9..»1

For zll other purposes the effective date of this

| order shall be twénty {20) days from and Arte'* the date hereof.
Deted at San F*ancisco, California, this _L__é{da.y

of Decem.ber, 1930,

Comissione.s. .




