‘Decision Noo 2l

BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALITORNIA
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Mrs. R.R. Rupe, Mrs. D.M. Baker,
Mr. Mextin Larsem, Mr. R.J. Willard,
Mr. A.A. Bills, «
' Complainants,
V2. | Case No. 2930.
Mr. G.A. Reiohman,

Defendant.

R e e e e

R.R. Rupe, Zfor Complainants.
. Allen & MceNemexs, by James M. Allen,
Lor Defendant, .
BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINIOX

The above mentioned complainants are residents of the
City of Fo;:’:: Jones, Siskiyou County, and allege that the water
service furnished them by Guh. Reichman; owner and operator of
the public utility plant supplying the commwamity, is inedequate;
that at timesthere is Do water at.all during the night and that
this same condition ‘rrequentl.y exists for hours. du:iﬁs the daye
The Comission LIs requested o direct defexdant Refciman to
raﬁedy and improve this uasatisfactory service. ‘Defendant’s
answer is a general denial of the above ellegations. | -

4 pudblic. hearing iz this matter was held before Ex-

aminer Williems in Fort Tones.
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Accoxding to tke évidence the water supply for de~
rendant'a wter works is obtained dy puxmping from two wells,
each twenty-five feet in depth. TWater is pumped directly into
‘the mains and stored in a reservoir of -60-,000 gallons capacity.
A.i: present this plant serves seventy-ithree consumers; Iou:é or

which are on & metered dasise.

One of the Wells is capadle of continuous pumping

ihroughout' each twenty-four horrs; the other well, however, is
exhausted during thé summer months after pumping for a period
of adbout one axnd & hall bours. Apparegtly the combined yield :o:t'
these two wéll_.s would be sufficient %o produce smple water for
all reasonable requirements of the consumess wé:-ei 1t not 2o the
Lfact that thére are exc.essi_ve‘ losses through ‘mgqotnted.—i‘qr , |
water. The téstimony shows that; 12 spite of coutinuous pump-
ing at nd.sh.t when practically no water Iis ‘being used my -con-
sumers, there is no appreciable gain In storae;e water’ in the
reservoire This indicates either large heretofore vuna.eteoted
waste of water through consumers' plumbing or very serioné leaks
in the utility'- pipe lines, sexvice commections or reservoir.
It is most probablo that the latter 1.s the crmse of the abnoml
loss of water and that there heve been Do surface indications |
thereot by reason of the gravelly neture of the soil underlylng
this community. Duxing periods when the reservoir is mll there
:Ls 70 cause of compleint as to sexvice; however, when the rooe::-'
voir is only partially rull those consumers resid.ing on the
higher elevations of the city <o not receive & satisractory 3up~
ply during times of daily peak demande

The concensus o opinion of those persons familiar
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‘with the system who were present at the hearing shovzeé. that the
remedy lies either in discovering end replacing leaking pipes'
and mains or irn the development of sufficient additional water
through new wells to overcome the presenf abnoml lossés. 0'6-
vionsly the more economical plan 1s to make 2 thorough investiga=-
tion and imspection of the mains, pipe lines and resorv‘oir‘A'w ,
‘determine if the difficulty is arising from serious vleaJ:s. - The
Cormission must require defendant to take whatever measures are
reasonably necessary to provide sufficient wmater roi- nis con-
swmers and, stould the above investigation ;pro_vé. unavailing, en
additional water supply will hé.ve %0 be developed. Shonld it
appear that eny substantlial part oI the present ezcessﬁr_e‘ loss
of iater arises from carelessness or the wasting ol water on the
part Of any conswmers, such a condition could be easily remedied

through the more general imstallation of meters.

Complaint as above entitled having been xzade to this
Comission, a public hearing hﬁving beenr held thereon, the mat- '
ter having been sutmitted and the Commission being now fully ad-

vised in the premises,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that G.A. Reichman be end he is

heredy directed as rdllowé.:

1. To make such repairs and/or install suck
- improvements to his water works In Fort
Jopes as may reasonably be necessary to
provide his coxsumers Witk & water service
¥hich shall be adequate and sufficient,
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said repairs and/or improvements %o
be completed and in satisfactory woxk-
ing oxder on ox before the first day
of June, 193L.

To £ile with this Commission on or de-
Zore the first day of Jume, 1931, &
statenment indicating the kind and type
of repairs and/or improvements nade in -
coppliance with the terms of this Order,
together with a statement showing the
cayacity of the water supply and status
of water serxrvice es of the first day of
June, 1l93l. .

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornie, this -Z. day
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commissioners. -




