23287

Decizsion Xo.

ZEFORE T==2 :\.’LI:.ROAD COMZISSION O"‘ == QTA.&.-.- OF CALIFOFNIA

TEEACEAPT CATTLE COLPANY, a corpoxation,
NEDA E. HECOUCHETON, as Aéministratxix of
the Estate 0L R.2. Zoughton, deceased,
and S.l. JASPER, '
Coxpleirnects,
Cuse Xo. 2711

VSe

ZERN ISLAND CANLL CO"‘"‘\"E’, a corporation,.

PG G NPT PP T LS PN S e L N O

Defendan®e

In the Matter of the Ir.vestigation upon
the Cormission's owz motion iato the
operatioznsz, sewice, p'-act.;ce s, cenirects,
rules, and reguletiozns of ANDZRSON CilAL,
IxX¢C., Bm TISTA CANAL, INC., CEXTRAL .
C.A..\n.h COMPANY, Z4ST SIDE CAXAL COMPANY,
FARVERS CANAL COMPANTY, G—OOS‘“ I..?.KE CANAL
COMPANY, JAMSS CANAL, INC., JiZS oxnd .
prawdony CAJ.\' , INC., JOICE czm:.; IXC.,
TERN ISTAND CANAL COMPANTY, m RIVER
CANAL & IRRIGATION CQPANY, TEE LERDO
CANAYL CCMPANY, PIONEER CaXAL, INC., TEZD

PLUNEED CANAL CON?*.NY, STI’.\.:. CAX m IxC.,
m_w CCTNTY CANAL AXD WATER COIE.A..’Y EEFG\
CO"*\"I'Y,M’D CON‘..?‘J\" -

Case Xoe 2755
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CARR, COMEISSIONER:

TOURTE ORDER PZENDING FINAL DECTISION

Durirg the pendency of these proceedings a large nuwm~
ver of the comsumers of the various utilities referred to in
Case No. 2755, es well as the utilitiles < hemselves, ,.L.ed with

+he Commission a stipulation to the eflect Thav a water en.e;i:;eer




night be nemed who should keep track of the4ieli§eries of water
from the Zern River to the several utilities according to thelr
respectivé énxitlcments, observe vhe operationlor an entirely
new set of rules and regulations for the delivery aﬁd service
of water which had been estedlished, and lavesilizate compleints
by consumers. The stipulation further provided that there should
be a special fund created for the compemsetion of the englneex
%o be raised by a small adéition to the empual bills of the con-
sumers. 2y its teras thevstip Tation provided that it might be
terminated at the czd of any calendar yesr by written notice
cigned by not less than 2C0 comzumers or dy & majfority ol the
utilities. -

The Commission, recognizing the possidle alvantages oI
the piax co;templ&ted by this 3tipulatibn, Yy supplexental d&der
of date Mareh 21, 1é30, app&oved‘the stipulation and a;fhorized
tze companies 1o eétab;ish a rule Zor the colleciloz of the Zwnd
contemplated. An engineer wes subéegpgntly appoinzed'aﬁd hes
veen Lunctloning.

Priox to the Tirst ol the yoor soe 324 comasumers filed

with the Corxxission a pevition asking for the termination ox tﬁe

errengement. Thereefter, and velfore the end of the year, there

was filed with the cOﬁnission anothef instrument signed dy 165 of
the copsumers Wao ned signed the Zirst notice withdrawing ﬁheir
signatuzes. Therea:ter;' ther peapers were ZTilled sigped by ap~-
,proiﬁmately 15 consuwmers withdrawing thelr mevocation. The ullli-
1ties themselves assumed an ensirely neutral attitude, séying
thet 1t was immateriel to them whether ke ar:angpmonx wes con=

tinved or dlacontinueds




Tirely regardless of teciarical consideretions as

tho effect of the no%ice of the withérewal of signatures ond
revocatvion of witadrawals, 1t 1s odvious that an arrangement
£s provideld for by he stibulation end order of the Commission
would not produce satiﬁractory results il there exlisvs & seriotms
difference of opinior amoxgz the various conswmers of %he utilities
as to 1¥s uwsefulness or advisability. Therefore, it seems Vo Se
“he proper course o formally terminate the arrengement whlch has
existed since the spr;ng ol 1930 and o direct the distéibutioﬁ |
02 the momeys Temaizing im the cpecial fund created by ike stipulo-
tioz. I the consumers 24nd that they have made a mistake iz ro- |
questins The discontinuancé o the arrangement, 1t will bevpossible
to re~ocstadlish 1t upon filirg enother representative stipulafion.
It mey with propriety be polnted out that the Commiszion wivh 1ts
Tegular force will not be in a position o take over and carxy oz
the work performed by such erngireex. | T

Because of the verious noiices, counter-notices and the
like, it 4id ot seex &&vié&ble Lormally to xring this metter %0

axn end on the 2irst of the year. It shouvld e terminated as of

some definite date, such as the 3lst of January oI the current

year, and any mozeys lelt in.thé Tuwad as 2 that date should de
returned to the utilities and by them returned o tkhe Loumers
‘who have made the pEYZEDtSe
ORDER
Besed upon the foregoing,
IT IS EEEESY ORDERED :
| First: Thet the arrangement provided for

in the oxler of Maxrch 21, 1930, Yo
terminated as of Januery 31, 193l.




That after the peyuent of all
charges against the special fund-
created under said order has deen
nede, vhe Secretary of the Com-—
nission is heredy instructed to
return any balance in said fund to’
the several utilities paying the
same in the ratio ir whick they’
made sald payments to the Commis-
sion, with instructions to said
utilities %o refund such moneys
to +he several consumers entitled
thereto in propor¥ion to the .
exovnts actually pai.d. ‘oy said con-
SUMersSe 5

The foTegolng opinion =mi orxder sre hereby approved
and ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of tie Reilroad
Commission of the State or Celifornic.

' Dated 2t Sen Frencisco, California, this/zéday
ot J'a.n'a.o.ry. 1931.

COmm:z.ss:Loners. ]

Commissionex Harrls, having repres_ented_one-‘ of the
parties to this proceeding, prior to becoming a Reilroed Com~

nissioner, feels himself disqualified and therefore has not
perticipeted in this decision.




