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Decision No. el

BEFQRE TEE RAILROLD CCOMMISSION OF THE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA.

"

In the latter of the Apvplicatioz
of the City of Oxmeaxrd for ax
rder suthorizing the Ilxmprovemen?t
of grade crocsing No. Z 407.4
over the Southera Pacilfic Company's
Line.

Lpplicatior No. 17026.
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Chas. T. Zlackstock, City Litorzey,
Zor Applicaxt. \

™
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E. 7. Zobdz, Lfor Southern Pacilic
Company, Protestant.

- IARRIS, COMD[ISSIONZR:
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In this prodeeding the City of Oxxmord recuests permis-
cion to open First Street et grade scross the 4racks of Southerz
Pacific Compesy o5 & public Crossing. )

' ] L public heering waz held at Cxxard oa Januzry 20th,
1931. |

Southern Pacific Compeny's zingle main treck (Coast
Line) traverses the northeast sortion of the City of o;ié:a, enter—
ing from the north perallel to and lxmedietely east of Oxmard ;
Bouleverd end contizuing eest perellel to Fifth Street. These wo
cections of reilroed, whith are epproximately at right angles, ave
connecteld dY a three‘degreelcurve. In addition to *the nein line
track through the city,’there a:é a ﬁumber of side and spur tracks
constructed to serve the industries along the line. -
| The business section and residemtial district of the
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City of Oxxzaxd are located to the south and west of fhe redlroed,
waile the section to the northeast 1s devoted lergely to small
residences (Ramona Gardens) with industries adjecert 0 the Track.

L% thic time there are tharee open crossings over South- :
exn Pacific Company's tracks in She City of Oxnard; namely, Colonie
Road, First Street exd Third Street, eech of vaich are east and
west streets. Coloniz RBoed 1s located sbout 580 feet to the zort
of First Sitreet, while Trird Street is located some 8$C Teet o
the'souxh: Colonia Roed and Taird Street are old eztablished
public crossings. In this proceeding she city seeks authority
o have the First Street crossing declered 2 public crossing. The
Tecord shows thet treffic has beem permitied to flow over the .
tracks at First Street Lor o zumber of years; however, the com=
pany 4id, ét oneﬂtime, rect gates af this crossing whicﬁ are
still ‘in evidence but have not been closed for a reriod of sonme
TWO yeers. |

Applicant?s Exhibit No. 2 shows the following traflflic
over the railroad st the three crossirgs in Oxmerd on the dates
indicated:

Mondey, Jamwery 19, 1931

§:00 to 12:00 A.M., and Saturday, Jexmuery 17,1931
1:00 to S5:00 2.M. 1:00 o S5:00 2.,

Colonia TFirst Third Colcaia First Thixg
Road Street Street Roal treet ‘treet

Pedestriexns, - 38 106 230 3%
School Children, 119 337 59 -
Caxs, 366 223 162

Trucks, 163 78 90 54

| motals, 686 . 744 541 264

It appears that there are some 600 people residing in

the tract known as Ramona Gardens‘to the north and east of the rail-
-l




- WE:CAQ .

road. The traeffic count indicates thet the use of the First Street
crossiné is compereble with the other itwo crossings and the recorxd
shows that the First Street crossing not only accommodates the
treffic % and from the residences of Remona Cardens, dut also
that o end from the industries located to the east of the reilroed.
I% wes contended by the railroed that the traffic using
the First ét:eet‘crossing could cross the tracks at elther of the
adj’aéen‘c gi‘ossings, as there is s para.liel rocé on eéch side of
the track; nemely, Oxmard Boulevard oz the west and Earrison Street
on the eecst. Oxmard Bouleverd is an impoxtant ¢ity street con-
recting with +the State Highwey to tie noxrth and soutk of the city.
Testimony indicetes, however, that Harrison Street is unimproved
and almost impessedble during the reiny season and the industries
and residents adjacent to Thirxd Street depend upon this crossing
Tor exn outlet over the rallroed. The testimony shows t;ax there
is no.plan et this Time to heve Harrison Street 1mpr¢vedr
Treffic on the railroad consists of eight regular pas—~
senger trains and two freights each way 'per day eaxnd, iz addition,
extra freight trains, the number of which depends upon the bus~
iness. During the months of August, September amnd Octodber, a con~
siderable emount of locel switching 13 performed at Oxmerd, which
involves movements over the three grade c¢rossings in the ¢ity.
| A% this time there are no special protective devices in-
stalled at any of the grade crossings in Oxmerd. The nuxber of
cide tracks and freqxent switchins‘operations durirg certain per=
lods of the year present conditlons which complicate eny plan for
automatic protection; however, these conditioms do not present an
uasurmountable problem but add metexrielly to the cost of instailing
end maintaining a suiteble system.qr eutonetic cignels, which ex-

penditure would be Justified oz important'highway erossings.
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Lfter cerefully considering “he record in 4hic proceed-
ing, it appears thet public convenience and mecossity recuire the.
grenting of t:his application.

From +he testimony, 1t appears that some protectiozn
chould be afforded the treveling public at the First Street cross-
ing. The ¢ost of auntomatic protection herdly seems Jjustified at
this time, consifering the smell amount of treffic using the
erossing. It mould seex sppropriete, however, thet stop siges
should e placed on each side of the Track requiring drivers %o
stop vefore ¢crossing the railrocad. This should be consideredld as
g meazs of Q:Iordins the treffic some provection until a suiteble
system of werning devices can be worked out Zor the three grede
crossings at Oxxard.

The Zollowing form of order is recommended:
SRRER

A public heexing having beern held and the metier heving
been submifted,

IT IS EXRTEY RDERED that the City Cowneil of the City
of Oxnard, County of Ventursza, State of Californie, ic hereby
autiorized o construct First Street at grede aeross the tracks
ol Southern Pacific Cexpeny at the location more particulariy-
deseribed in the epplicatiorn end as shown by the ﬁéps ettached
thereto, subject to the following condivtions anéd not ctherwise:

(1) The ehove crossing chell be identified as a
. . poxtien of Crossing No. Z2~407.4.

(2) Tke entire expense of comstructing the crossing
shell be borne by epplicent. The ¢ost of mein-
tensnce of that poxtion of said crossing outside
of lires %wo (2) Teet outside of the outside
ralls shall be dorzme by epplicant. The mainten-~
exce of that porticon of the crossing between
lizes two (2) Zeet outside of <he ousside rails
shall be borzme by Southern Pacific Coxpuny. No
portion of the cost herein essessed to appliceant

for the construction o maintensnce of said
L
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erossing skhall be assessed by epplicant, in
any manner whatsoever, U0 <%he operative prop-
arty of Southern Pacifie Company.

7he ¢rossing shell be comstructed of = width
of not less then twenty-Lour (24) feet and at
an angle of ninety (20) degrees to the reil-
road and with grades of approach not greater
than Tour (&) per cent; shell be constructed
equal or superior to type shomwn as Stenderd
No. 2 in our General Order No. 72; shall be
protected by a Stenmdard No. 1 crossing sign,

& specified in.our General Order No. 75, and
shall in evexy way be made suitable Zor The
passage thereon of vericles znd other roead
traellic.

Said ¢rossing shell not be opened to pudblic
use uwntil applicant zhall, dy proper author-
ity, cause 10 be erected on each side of
seld c¢rossing an appropriate sign, reoquiring
all vehicles to stop before crossing over
seid ¢rossing. Said signs shell be located
and either directily or indirectly illumineted
et night =0 as %o be eacsily visidle by motor-
is%s approaching s=aid crossing.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days
therealter, notily this Commission, in writ-
ing, of the completion of the instellation
0% sald crossing and of 1ts compliance with
the conditions hereof.

The authorization herein grented shall lapse
and become void 1T not exercised within one
(1) year from the date hereo? urless Surther
time is graxted bdy subsequent order.

The Commission reserves the zight 40 make
such fuxther orders releitive to the location,
construction, operation, maintenence and pro-
tection of saild crossing, as 10 1T mey seen
right and proper and to Tevoke i4s permizsion
i, in i{ts judgment, public convenience and
2ecessity demand such action. :

elfective date of this order zhall bde twenty (20)

deys from date nereof.

foregoing opinion and oxder is keredby zpproved and
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ordered filed as the opinion and order of iho Reilroad Commd s-
sion of the State of Califoraia.

Dated at Sen Frazmeisco, California, this 224 day
of Fedruery, 1931.

ommissioners.




