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Declsion Xo.

SEFQRE TEE RAILROAD COMLISSION OF TEE

In the metter of the Application
of Death Telley Railroced Compaxny,
Ltd., Tor permission %0 s=hendon
its reilroad in Irnyo County,
California, and also %o evandon
the operation thereof.

Application No. 17149.
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BY TEE COLOISSION:

Death Velley Rallroad Compeny, Ltd., e corporation,
£1led the above entitled applicetion on Jﬁnuary 21, 1921, re~
questing permission to ebazdon all of thet linme of railroad kmown
as the "Death Valley Railroad” ané the furtrer operation thereot.
This line is located entirely_in Inyo COunt} and consists of a
nerrow gauge railroed extending from Death Valley Junétion, west-
erly to Ryam, & total lemgth of 20.35 miles, with yard tracks
having ex edditionel aggregete lemgth of .73 miles. Traffic is
interchanged with the Tonopak and Tidewater Bailroad‘ét Death
Valley Junctioxn. ' ' ‘

| Applicant alleges +thet the line traverses an un#ettled,
non~agricultural district, all of 1%t being in a desert and movntain-~
ous reglon. I¥ is further alleged that the line was d»uilt Toxr the
purpose of trénsporting mining eguipment and supplies t§ the borax
nines &t Ryan and for the'transportation oL borex org-rrom seid
mines. The mines ha&ins shut down about three yeams 2go, the
toma of Ryax 1s now uninhebited and ebendoned emd treffic om the
Death Valley Railroad has practically ceased. Lpplicant further
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stetes thet there is no likelihood of the reopening. of the mines
at Ryan Jor a long pericd of yesrs.

The exhidits attacked té the epplication show that the
rﬁilway opérations heave beexn sondusted et a loss of from $24,000.
to $28,000. amnually for the past four years. The‘applicétion.
alléges that pwblic convernience and necessity nb longer requires
the continued operatior of, sail line of railroed. Applicemt
herein filed a similar applicetioz, No. 10135, on Junme 2, 1924,
seeking authority to discontinue service, and upon'protest by *he
Death Velley Borex Compeny the same was dismissed at the reqguest
of the applicant. ﬁThe Death Valléy,Borax Compary hes edvised |
by letter that it hes no-rurther 1n§erest reletive $0 the con~
tinuence of the operation of the reilrocad at this time.

It cppears *to the Commissioz that this is got & mat-
tor in which e public hearizng is necessary and that’the appli-
ca%ion should be granted.

IT IS EZRERY ORDERED thet Death Valley Railroad Come
peny, Ltd., is hereby euthorized o sbemdon service ond Temove
i%tc line of rellroad known as "Decth Telley Railroed,™ hereto-
fore conducted as & common cerrier between Death vall;y Juxetion
and Ryan in Izyo County, State of Celiforois, end %o cencel in-
conformity with the rules of the Commissionr all Tate tariffs
and time schedules applying on said railroad.

Applicent shell post notices ot all stations effected
et least thirty (30) deys prior to the abandonment 02 service on
seld railroed, aéviéing the public of suchlproyosed abandonment.

Applicent shell,within thirty (30) days thereafier,
notify this Commission, in Writing, of the abendonment of the.

facilities authorized hereiz exd of its compliance with the con-
ditions hereof. |
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The autho:izat.’;on herein grented shall‘ lapze end becone
void 1if mot exercised within ome (1) year from the date hereof
unless further time is gremied by sudbsequent order.

The authority herein granted shall become effective on

the date hercofe.

Dated at Sem Francisco, California, this & ;é/{ day
of February, 193l. ) |

| Conﬁissipners. T




