
23a87 Dec1sion No. _______ • 

BEFORE T.E:.::; ?..A.II30AD CO~SSIO~~ OF TEE STATE· OF CAI.I!OmuA.. 

) 
In the matter ot the Application ) 
ot Dee.th Valley !tailroad CO::::Pa'llj, ) 
Ltd., tor permission to abandon ) 
its railroe.d in Inyo County, ) 
Cal1tornia, and also to e.bandon ) 
the o~re.t1on thereot. ) 

----------------------------) 
BY TEE COUMISSION: 

Application 1;0. 17149 .. 

Death Ve.lley Ra1lroad Co:::peny, Ltd., e. co:-poration, 
. . 

tiled the above entitled application on ~anua--y 21, 1931, re-

~uest1ng permission to aba:don all o~ t~t line ot railroad known 

as the ~Death Valley Railroad~ ~d the tu~her operation thereot. 

This line is located en~1rely in !nyo COunty and consists ot a 

narrow sauge railroad extending tro~ Death Valley JUnction, west

erly to Eyan, e. total length o~ 20.35 m.11e·s, with yard. tracks 

havlng e.:l addl tione.l aggregete length o~ .73 miles. Tro.tt1e is 
.. 

interchanged wlth the Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad at Death 

Valley Junction. 

Applicant alleges that the line traverses an unsettled, 

non-agr1cuitureJ. district, allot 1 t being in a desert a::ld ::nounta1n

ous region. It is tu.-ther alleged that the li~e was b~ilt tor t~e 
purpose or transporting m1::::.1:::.g equipment and supplies to the '001"8.% 

-mines e.t Ryan and tor the transportation ot bore-x ore trom. said 

mines. The mines having shut down about three yee::s ago,. the 

tOVl.ll ot RYall is noW' uninhab1 ted and ab~doned and. tratt1c on the 

Death Valley Railroad has prac.t1cally eeased. Ap:91ic~t turther 
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states that there is no likelihood 0: the reopening.ot the mines 

at Eyan tor a long period or ye:rs. 

The e7~1b1ts attached to the application ~how that the 

railway o~erations have been ¢onducted at.a loss or trom $24,000. 

to $28,000. annually tor the past ~our years. The'a~p11cat1on. 

alleges that public convenience and necessity no longer re~1res 

the continued operation o~.sa1d line or railroad. Applicant 

herein tiled a s1:Ular applice.tion, No. l0135, on June 2, 1924, 

seeking euthor1tj to diseontinue service, end upon protest by the 

Death Valley Borax Company the s.e::ne W:8.!: d1sm.1ssed at the request 
-
o-r the applicant. n.e Death Valley. Borax Compal:Y' hes advised 

-
by letter that it has no further interest relative to the con-

tinuance 0-: the operation or the ·:re.1l..."""Oad o:t this t1:Ae. . 

It cppears to the Commission that this is not c. mat-. ,.- . 
ter in which a public heari:g is necessary and that the appl1-

) 

cation shouldoe granted. 

I'I' IS E:E:REBY OP.DE?.ED th:lt Death Valley Railroad Com-
...... ... , ... 

peny, Ltd.) is hereby authorized to abandon service and remove 
- . 

its line of railroad known as WDeath 7elley Ra1lroad,~ hereto-
-tore conducted as a common carrier between Death Valley 3Unet1on 

and Ryan in !nyo County) State ot Calitornia, and to cancel in' 

conformity with the rules o~ the COmmission all rate tar1t~z 

and time sched.ule s applying on said rail:roa.d. 

Ap:pl1can~ shall post ~otices a~ &11 stations ertected 

at leest thirty (30) dtJ:9'c ;?r1or to the aband.onment o~ serviee on 
~ '" 

s~id railroad, ad.visi~ the public of such proposed abandonment. 

Applicant she.ll, yithin thirty (30 j deY'S thereo.f'ter, 
~ 

notify this Co~sz10n, in writing, or the abandonment ot ,the. 

facilities author1ze~ herein and of its co~liance With the eon-

d1t1ons hereot. 
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The authorization he~ein granted shall lapse and beeo~ 

void it not exercised within one (1) year trom the date hereof 

unless turther t1Qe is granted by subsequent order. 

Xhe authority herein granted sball become e~!eetlve on 

tho date he~eo!. 

!)ated at San Francisco, Ca11torn1a7 this (';ft! day 
~ 

of February, 1931. 


