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Decision MNo. L OJUD

'BEFORE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION CF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

o The City of Oaklend to extend

and construct 92nd Avenue across Application No. 17110.
+“he tracks of The Westerm Pacific ,

lailroad Company. .

Preston HEiggins, City Attorney, by
Alfred Nelson, Tor Lpplicant.

L. N. Bradshaw, Zor The Testern Pacific
Rallroed Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In this proceeding the City of Oakland reguests per-
mission to'const:uct Ninety-second Awenne at grade across the main
line tracks of The Testern Pacific Reilroad Compeny in said city.

A public hearing wes held in this matter before Zxeminer
Tilliems in Oakland on Yereh 6th, 1931. |

The main line of The Westgrn Pacific Railroad Company runs
in a generél easterly and wéstefly direétion through Qakland in the
vicinity of Ninety-second Avenue. Adjacent o and éonth or'the rail-‘
road right-of-way, and parallel therewith, is Russett Stroet, an in-
dustrial artery. Ninety-zecond Avenue is a north and soutk street
extencing nortierly from a point about four rundred (400) feet zorth
of the reilroad. Tke city i3 mow coastructing +his étreét soutk %o
the rellxoad right;or-way. Permission iz sought to construet thig
avenue at grede across the railroad o as to make & comnection with

Russett Street.




The two nearest crossings to the one proposed herciz are
Jones Stree%, located approximately ome thousend feet to the east,
and Eighty-rifth Avenue, approximetely nime hundred feet 1o the west.

Sach of thesc streots provides a conreciion between aussest Street

and East Fourteenth Street, leading to the busincsé districts of

Qallend.

That aree of the city irn the vicinity of the crossing is
developing indgstrially, although immediately adjacont to thoe crosc-
ing the district iz not as yet developed.

The crossing.particularly is desired for the convenience
of those living noxrtk of the railroad, soutd of Zast Fourteexnth
Street, and for an outlet Lor trarffic desztined to or from the in-
dustries in the vicinity of Ninety=-second Avenue and Russett Sireet.
At the present time, %he erea north of the railroad and adjacert to
Ninety=-second Street is vecant and the view of approaching trains
is wnodbstructed. Altkough the view of treains Lrom the Russett Street
side 1is physicelly umobstructed, the fact that Russett Street is ad-
jacent to the railroad right-of-way and only edbout 2ifty feet from
the main line track presents ajrather hazexdous situation, as the
driver of a vehicle has his back to an approaching traixn traveling
in the same direction. |

On the noxrth side of *the railroad'a grade of approach of
four (4) per cent can easily be constructed and Is 3o propoagd by
the appiicant. The reilroad in thiz area ic oz an embankmenf ap-
péoximately five and one=-half (5%) Teet above the grade of Russett
Street. Without disturbing the grade of either Russett Street or
the ratlroad, only an apﬁ:oach grade of ten (10) per cent can be
coms tructed or the south side of the track and oL a length of less
than £12%y feet. It appeers that a grade of approach of 10 per cent

t0 a railroad crossing of & city street is excessive and especially




in this csse, where 2 sharp turn is required Tor vehicular traffic.
This grade of approack should not exceed six (6) per cent. To ac-
corplish this it'would‘be necessary to eitherﬁléwer'the railroed
tracks,at an estimated cost of $13,000., or raise Russett Street
sl jacent to the crossing, at an estimated cost of approximstely
54,700,

The Commission doés not desire %o auvhorize the construc-
tion of crossings et grade which will iznvolve azn unnecessery haz-
erd, due o an excessive grade of approech. The record indicates
that some time Iin the future Russett Street will be raised fronm
Bighty=LiLth Avenue to0 Jones Street and the applicant suggested
that the grade of approack of ten (10) per cent be grented tempor-
arily tntil such time as Russett Street is raised. It appéars to
the Commission vhat & 10 per cent grade of approabh, having a length
of less than Lifty fee%, should not e aﬁthorized as & temporary
expedient to effect this crossing but +that 1f the crossing is now
constructed, it should be provided with broper grades of approach.

At the point of proposed crossitg there are two tracks in
operation, i.e., the main line track oL The Testern Pacific Reilroad
COEpany anc a d&rill track Jointly used by The Westera Pacific Rail-
roeld Company end Southerz Pacific Company. The drill track is lo-
cated fifteen (15) feet north of end nine inches lower in eclevation
than the main line track. This drill track should be raized to
approximately the same level or elevation as the mein lize track
when the crossing is constructed. = thermo:d, 2o cars should ve
left standing on this drill track closer than 200 feet on eitker
cide of the ¢rossing uwnless traffic is protected by o flagmen.

The application, in paragraph eight, stated that it was +the
cityrs belief that a wigwsg signal should de installed a£ this

crossizg. At the hearing, however, the applican< amenéed the ap-

plication by having this paragraph removed and its witness expresszed
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the opinion that a wigwag was unnecessary.

Tandoubtedly, the traffic over this crossing, if corstructed,
will be comparatively light for the immediate future but om account
of the closeness of Russett Street, autoists approaching the ¢ross-
ing fxrom the wes®t will have a poor view of approeching t#ains, par-
ticularly of vrains approaching in the same direction as the vehi-
cle. The Commission 15 of the opinion that the crossing ébould be
afforded the provection of an‘automatié wigwag signel and it will

be so ordered.

A public hearing having been held and the matter having
been submitted, ‘

IT IS E=ERERY ORIERED that the City Council of the City of
Oaxland, County of Alamede, State of Califormia, is hereby author-
ized to comstruct Ninety-cecond Avemue at grade across the iracks |
of The Western Pacific Railroad Company at the location as showa
by *he map (Drawing No. 34-100) attaphed‘thereto, subject to the
following conditions and not otherwisze:

(1) The above c¢rossing shall be identiZied as Crossz-
. izg No. 4=-12.95.

(2) The entire oxpense of constructing the crossing

. . shall be borne vy applicaxt. The c¢cost of main-
tenance of that portion of said erossing outside
of lines 4wo (2) feet outcide of the outside
reils shaell be borme by applicant. Tae maintcnance
of That »ortion or the crossing vetween lines two
(2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be
borne by The Western Pacific Railroad Company.
Xo portion of the cost herein assessed to appli- .
cant for the construction or maintenance of said
crossing skall be assessed by applican®, in any
maaner waatsoever, to tae operative property of
The Wesvern Pacific Rallroad Compeny.

(3) The crossing zhall be cozstructed of & width of rot
r . . less then thirty-zix (36) feet and at an angle to
: the reilroad as shown.Dy.the map attached to the ap-
i plication and with grades of approach not greater
3 than six (6) per cent; shall be constructed equal or
superior to0 type showa ac Standard No. 2 in our
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General Oxrder No. 72; shall »e protected dy & Stand-
ard No. 1 ¢rossing sign, as specifiecd in our General
Order No, 75, and shall in every way de made suitadle
for the passage thereon of vehicles and other rosd
traffic.

4 stendaerd No. 3 wigwaz, as specified in General
Ozder No. 75 of the Commission, shall be installed
at the expense of applicant for the proteciion of
sald crossing of Ninety-seconé Avenue and maintained
therealter at the expense of The Western Pacilic
Railroad Compeny. : .

At &ll times that cars are allowed to stand on said
Joint drill ftrack within two hundred (200) feet o the
center line of Ninety-second Avenue, no *rain, moter,
engine or car shall de operated across said Ninety-
second Avernue unless highway traffic de protected by
a mexber of train <rew or other competent employee of
the railroead.

Applicent skall, witain thirty (30) deys vhereafter,

20TLly tals Commiszion, in writing, of the completion
of vhe imstallation of sald crossing and of its com-

Pliance with the conditions hereof. ‘

Theo authorization herein granted shell lapse and be-
come void if not exercised within ome (1) year from <he
date hereol unless further time is’ granted dy subse-
quent order. :

The Commission reserves the rTight to meke such fur-
ther orders, relative to the location, comstruction,
operation, maintenance and protection of saié cross-
ing, az 70 it may scem right and proper and 0 revoke
its permission if, in its judgmen®, public corvenience
and necessity demand such action.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days

from the date hereor.

Dated at San Francizco, California, this /ﬁé’i dey
of March, 193L.
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