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TEF0RE TEE RAILARCAD CCIAISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

CITY OF ZUNRTINGTON P4ARK, & municipal
corporation, .

Complainant,
TS. Case No. 21e8.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY, a railroad
corporation, .

e e oo o N T N N P A e n N N

Defendant.

In the latter of the Investigation
on the Commission's own motioz into
protection, construction,. alteration
and necessity for the crossings of.
the track of Southern Pecific Com-
Pany at Saturn Avenue, Lytort Avenue
and Irviagton Avenue, in *he City of
Huatington Paxk, County of los
Angeles, State of California.

_Case No. 2209.

el e P A e B S e N P 4

V. A. Hezsick, for the City of Eurntington Park.

0. F. Cooley, for the County of Los Angeles.

E. W. Hodbs, 1or Southern Pacific Company.

Chandler, Wright & Werd, by Chendler P. Verd,
for S. Xarpen & Zros.

VHITSELL,CQIMISSIONER ¢

SECOND SUPPIEMENTAL OPINION AND ORDER

The Commission, on Februery 2nd; 1931, issued its ordew
setting ecide Decicion No. 22954, issued Octobes 7th, 1930, in the
above entitled proceedings, end reopened the cases for furiher hear-
ing. &4 furtier aearing was held at Los fngeles on Msxeh 1lth, 1931,

2t which time the matters were vaken under subnmission.




The above entitled proceelings deal, in o genersl way,
with the gfade erossing situation of the various pudblic highways

vetween Irvington Avezue on the north and Florence Avenue on the

south and Southern Pecific Company's Zoxrbor Line in the City of

Euntingion Paxk. _

Case No. 2188 Tirst ceme before the Commission on Oé%o—
ber 30k, 1925, being o Tequest frowm the City of Tuntington. Park
soeking an order Irom the Commission to reguire Southern Pacific Conm-
vany to lower itz tracks, so as to meke for easy grades ot approach
&t Irviangtor Avezue, Lyfort Avenue and Zatura Avenue Crossinrgs, re-
speétively. ‘

Case No. 2209 was izstituted om the Commission's own mo-
tion on Jeamuvary 1S5th, 1226, to determine thé propér trea%ment at
the grade crossings of Irvington, Lyfort and Saturn Avenﬁes over
Southern Pecific Compeny's tracks.

v The Commissionihas lscued two orders on these pxoceedings,
one beiny Decision No. 18534, dated June 20th, 1927, and the other
Yoing Decizion No. 22954, dated October 7+th, 1930. In the first
decision, Southern Pacific Company was required to Improve the greade
crossing of Irvingtoz Avenue by causing o have raised the surlace
of Earbor Truck Bouleverd (Alemeda Street), to the west 0f the rail-
road, and the surlace of Iivingto; Ayenue;to the east of the erossing,
in such a manner that approach grades could be conztructed on éra—
dients not vo exceecd 4 per cegt. The cost of improving thisfg:ade
crossing, including the grades of épproach on each side of the track,
was apportioned Lifty (50) per ceat to the Southern Pacific Company,
twenty=-five (25) per cent to the County of Los lageles and twenty-
five (25) per cemt to the City of Zuntington Park. The order further
provided'that upon the completion of the 1np:ovenént o the Irvington
Averve crossing, the grade crossing at Lyfort Avenue should be closed
to public travel., In so fer as the Saturn Avenuo crossicg was con=-
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cerned, the matter weas dismissed without nrejudice.

The file chowes that on October 3lst, 1929, the City of
Buntington Perk sought = modification of this order, by recuesting
that the Ilxprovoment of the Irvington Avenue grade crossing be ef-
fected by lowering the‘tracké, rather <than by raising the adjaceant

" highways. TUpon thls petition further hearings were had and the Conm=-

mission issued 1%c second decision referred %o above (Decicion’

No. 22994).

‘The order in the second decision revokes said Decision
No. 18534 and provides, amonrg other things, that the Citi of Eunting-
toﬁ Park should be afforded the opportunity of selecting onme of two
plans for improving t2e Irvington Averue crossing; l.e., Plen A,
which contemplated the raisins of the =ljacent nighway o0 the ap-
proximate level of *he itracks, which method of procedure is outlined
for the improvement of the Irvington Avenue Crossing in zeid Deci-
sion No. 18534, and Plan B,'which providgs for the lowering of the
tracks to the level of the highways. Definmite apportionmert of costs
between the perties was outlined iz this decision Tor each of seid
plans.l

Subsequent to the ilssuance of this order (Decision Xo0.22954),
the Tile shows that the intereszted parties, City or'Euntington rark, '
County of Los Angeles and Southern Pacific Company, head a aumber of
Anformal cbnrerences'and developed many plans. In each of these con-

ferences, the Commission’s englneers have participated.

l. TUnder the plan of reizing the adjecent highway, designated zs
"Plax A," the apportiomment of coct was S0% 4o the railroed, 25% o0 the
City of Zuntington Park and 25% to the County of Los Angeles, the some
as outlined in Decision No. 18534. The estimated. cost of performing
the work under this plan was approximately £15,000.

Tnder the plen of lowering the Southkern Pacific Company's tracks,
designated as "Plan B, the County of Loc Angeles was to contridbute
$15,000., Southern Pacific Company $7,500. and the City of Suntington

. Perk the remainder. The countyTs portion, under this plan, was dy
agreement; Southern Pacific Companyts portion was dased on the same
assessment as under Plan YA,". Istimetes for lowering the track
ranged from $£30,000. to £60,000. At the last heering, it was shown
that Southern Pacific Company's recent estimete of ¢ost of performing
thais work was approximately $37,000.
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The order in Decision No. 22954 provided that the City of
Huntington Park should elect, withiz thirty (30) deys from the date
of the oxder (October 7tk, 1930}, which of the two plans for the ime-
provement of irvington Avenue cécssing it desired t0 be carriecd out.
The order also rprovided that upon the completion of the Irvington
Avenue crossing, the grade crocsings of both Lyfoxt and Saturn Avenues
should be cloée& %0 pudblic 4ravel over the Soﬁthern.Eaciric tracis.
The City of Zuxtington Park, on December Sth, 1930, filed with the
Commission & copy ©f Resolution No. 1267 of %he City Council of Bunt-
ington Park, whereirn the Council, or December lst, 1930, elected to
Improve tThe Irvington Averue crossingfby lowering the tracks; as in-
dicated by'Pian TE" adove. The city, however, 4id not present a plan
of financing 1ts~pértion of the {xprovement. In this sexe resolu-
tion, the Commission was reguested to molify i%s order, with respect to
the closing of both the Saturn Avenue end Lyfort Avenue crossings.

The record shows thet additional conferonces heve beer held
0 consider various situdles mede sudsequent to the time the City of
Huntington Park filed a copy of Resolution No. 1267 anéd 1t has developed
that the city has not come Torwerd with 2 plan of Linancing its portion
of the cost of improving the Irvington Avenue crossing by neans o0f low-
ering the tracks.

The record in this proceeding clearly shows that the Irvington
Avenue grade crossing presents a.hazardous situation to vehicular traf-
fic, due, particulerly, to the abrupt droy in the west grade of approach,
and the testimony contained'in this record, with the exception of the
tectimony offered by the City of Euntington Park, supports the plan of
fmproving this grade crossing by means of reising the adjacent high-
ways, especislly Alemeda Street (Herbor Truck Bouleverd), which is an
important county highway artery immediatély west OF the'tragxs. Iz

this case, *the City of Ewntingtorn Park, alone,has taken the position

that the proper metrod of improving the Irvington Lvenuve crossing Iis
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by means of lowering the track and the Commission, for a con=
ciderable time, has afforded the city én opportunity of carrying
out such o program upon a definite apportiormment of cost whick
ascesses to the City of Zuntingtor Park, in general, the added coct
of such & progrem over axnd sbove the cost of improving this grade

crossing by means of ralising the highways, except for the voluntary

offer of the cotnzy to increase 1%s epportionment from 25% of so-

celled Plan ™Ay which would emount to about £3,500., to £15,000.

w %h-respect to the Invington Ayenﬁe crossing,‘the Com=
mission would be remizs im 1ts duty to stemd by and Dermit this
very unsatisfactory condition %o continue, im the light or‘this
record, awaiting the development of a plan by the city to firance
its portion of carrying out the work of improving the crossing,
especially in view of the fact that there iz nothing in this record
to show thet the city is in a position %o fimance the work im the
near future.

A% the last hearing, +the recoré shows that thé County of
Los Angeles ctipulated that 1t was egreeable to raising the suwrface
of Alemeda Street, at itc sole expense, so as to permit of an casy
grade of approach to the west of the wracks, and thereby remove the
greatest hazard which exists at this crossing. The comnty 15 also
agreeablg to bearing the experce of any properiy damage awarded 0
ad jacent property in the unincorporated portion of Los Angeles
County, as a result of raising thic highway. It islunderstood that
the county is willing to proceed with This work immediately with
its own force or uncer contract. The record also shows that Southern
Pacific Company is willing <o impréve the Irvington Avenue grade
erossing, at its sole ezpense; by constructing all three tracks %o
approximately the seme level ard installing 2 sulteble crossing
across the entire width of the »ight of way, togevther with two wig-

wegs Tor the protection of the crossing.
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The City of EhntingtonvPark took the same positior in the
last heafiﬁg on these proceedings that it hes in the former ones, %o
the effect that it is still of the opinion that the situatioz shouléd
be correcteld by lowering The tracks dut has not means of finapcing
its portion of such 2 program Iin accordence with the apportionment
set forth irn the Coxmissionts order referred ¥o above.

The recoxd chows vhat the Lyfort Avenue crossing was

authorized'by'the Commission's Decision NXo. 4099, dated Februery Sth,

1917, ir Application No. 2735. Condition (3) im this order provides
that the gredes of approach shall not exceed 6 pexr cent. This con=-
ditior 15 no%v now cbmplied'with, as these grades o:\approach are in
excess of 20 per cont for a short distance.

The Commission's First Supplemental Order, Decision
No. 18535, dated Jume 20th, 1927, on Application No. 2735, ordered
that Decisfon No. 4099 in that proceeding be revoked and that Appli-
cation No. 2735 be dismissed witaout pre judice and further ordered
that the Lyfort Avenue crossing be ¢closed at the time and in the
menner wescrided inm Decision No. 18534.

Tpon a careful review 07 %the eyidence in taese proceedings,
I am 57311l of the opinion that the Lyfort Avemue crossing ic unneces-
sary and should be closéd. In s0 rér as the Saturzn Aveaue crdssine
is concorned, I delieve the zatter should be dismissed without pre-
Judice at this time.

Lfter carefully considering this entire record, wialich covers
a period in excess of five years, it is conciuded that the Irvington
Avenue grade crossing should de corrected, without Turther delay, by
means of raising Alsmeds Street, which will eliminate the most hazerd-
ous condition, namely, the westerly approach grade, end by improving
the ¢rossing over the tracks, which plan, as has been indicated, 1o

cgpeble of Lmmediate conswmetiom.
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The following form of order is recoxmended.

Good Ceuce Appeering,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED: |

I. That Commizsion's Decision No. 22954, dated Octo-
ber 7th, 1930, and Decision No. 18534, dated Jume 20%th, 1927, inm
the above entitled ceses are heredy revoked.'

IZ. That Southern ?aciric Company‘iS'hereby’directed to
improve th.e“gmde créssine;v of 'I:ving‘.:on Avenue and its tracks, in
the City of Zumtington Park, Los Angeles County, by means of con-
structing the tracks at'approiimately the same level and substantially
in accordance with the plan az shown by Loz Angeles County's Zxhibit

Jo. 1, filed Febru&ry gth, 1926, in theséproceedings, subjéct $0 the

following conditions:
(1) The cost of improving the Irvington ivenue grade
. . erossing within the limits.of the railroald right
of way shall be dorne by Southern facific Coxparny.
(2) The cost of maintenance o2 that portion of said
. . ¢crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of

vhe outside rails shell be borne dy Southern

Pecific Company. The ¢ost of mainternance o7 that

portion of said crossing up to lines two (2) feet

outside ol the outside rails and within the. City

of Huntington Paric srall be borme by said city.

Souviern Paecific Company shall, at its s0le ex-

pense, iastall and maintain two Stemderd No. 3

wigwags for the protection of seid Irvington

Avenue crossiag. : .

IIT. That the County ol Los Angeles shell raise, or cause
to have raised, the surface of Alesmeda Street om *he westerly side of
the railroad company's right of way o an elevation 30 as o permit
of the comstruvetion of a grade of approach betmeen the paved section
of Alemeda Street and Soutaern Pacific Compeny’s tracks at Irvinzton
Avezue ora gradient 1ot to exceed four (4) per cent and substantvially

in sccordance with plans shown on the County's Sxhibit No. L, filed

-




Tedbruary 9th, 1926, in these proceedings. The cost of raising Alamede
Street, in eccordance with this plan and including the cost of the
Property Camago, if any, in the unincorporated terfitory, shall be
borne exclusively by the County of Los Anselcs.

IV. That tze actual work of improving the Irvipngton
Avenue croééing; 23 kerein ordered, shall be completed on or before

August 3lst, 1951, and Southern Pecific Compeny shall, within thirty

(30) days‘theréafter, notify the Coxmission, in writing, of the corm-

pleﬁion oL the Improvement of saléd erossing.

V. That upon the completion of the improvement of the
Irvington Avenue crossing, as directed im this decision, +he pudlic
Crossing over Southern Pacific Company's twracks at Lyfort Avenue,
in the City o2 Euntingtén Park, Los ingeles County, shell be offect-
1vel& closed to public travel and upén the completion of said ime
provement of Irvington Avenue, said Southern Pacific Compeany is heﬁe-
by directed té construct the necessery barriers %o effectively and
adeguately cloée the said Lyfort Avenue cros;ing. The expensc of
closing s=id crossing shali.be borne by said Southern Peacific Compeny.

VI. Thet the above entitled cases, in so far as they in-
volve Saturn Avénue; are hereby dismissed without prejudice.

The Commiscion Teserves the right +o make such rurthef
orders, relative to the location, conms truction, operation, maimtenance
ané protection of said crossing, as to it may seem right and proper
and to revoke 1tz permission if, in its Judgment, the §ublic con~-
venience and necessity demand such action.

The foregoing opinion zmd order are heredy approved and

" ordered filed as the opinion end order of the Reilroad Commizsion




of the State of California.

Tor all other purposes, other %than hereinabove stated,

the offective dnte of this order sihall be twenty (20) days from

<“he date hereof.
his é&24z day

Dated at San Francisco, Califoraie,

[13

@Aﬁ /Q‘-. /.A-A—M‘—W// |

Commigsioners.




