
Decision No. 2 3 ,vv"" S 6 
----~~~------

!n the ~tter of the ~~~lication 0: 
Santa ~ria ~3 Com~any) a cor~ore
tiOD., tor a certificate or public 
convenience ~d necessity, under 
Sectio~ 50 of the ?ublic ~ti11ti~s 
~ct, tor authority. to cxten~ its 
tac111t1es an~ oxercise franchisee. 
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~. 3. 3:-.s too. , for Sante !Ee.rie. Cas Company_ 

O:?!!-r:ON -....,..--..-.- ..... 

In the above ap:i11ce.t1on sante. ~r1c. Ge.z Company, 

e. cor~0re.t1on, asks that the Railroad. Commission or the Ste.te 

of C~11ro~niu make its order end aecision declaring tbat-pub-

lic convenience and necessity rc~u1re ~d ~111 re~u1re the 

~ fifty-year franchise un~er Ord1~ance No. 4Z2, ?assed by the 

30~ru or Supervisors ot s~ta E:-.roare County October 1, 1928, 

to 'become effective }rove:''lber 1, It;28, and. the construe ti on and 

o~rat1on by u,p11oant of a hydrocaroon gas p~nt and ~istr1bu

tioD. system to sup~ly gas to the community of Bue:lton , Santa 

Bo.:bo.re. CO\l'!l ty • 



on :!arcll Zl) lS31) be1"ore 3xeJ::line:- Zennoo.y, at which time testi-

mony and evidence were introduced and the matter cuonitted. 

It appears from the evidence presented that Sante 

~:x1e C~S Company is the only ~ublic utility su,ply1~ natu=~l 

gas 1nthe vicinity ot Buellto!l but at :present it 'Vlould not be 
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econotJically i'eas1'ble to exterl.ll its 'tre.nsm1ss1o:l system to su~:?ly 

this community as the nearest pO~::lt would. be l.e.s Cruces, ::. d1z-

t~ce of approximately ten miles. Test1:ony indicates ~ tou::: 

. . 
m1ssion line to bring natur~ gas to Buellton'would cost epproXi-

~tely ~60,OOO., ~ investment ~roh1b1ted by the smell ~ount o~ 

revenue to be derived 1"ro: eon~rs 1!l such co=mun1ty. 

So.nto. ~:ri~ 'Go.s Co:pe.ny ",1s:Oes to serve cOllSume:-S 1:. 

Buellton ·Nith co~erc1al. butane gas and 1ntrod.uced test~ony an~ 

evid.ence show1ne the estimated cost 0: such a plant to be ~~~rox1-

:r:atelY $3,372 .. the t1rst year and ¢Z,497. tl:.e second. year, tbese 

estimates including a distribut1o!l syste~. 

nine consu::n.crs will be ~cClu1.l'&cl the !irst year, with a loss o! 

cons~rs the second year w1t~ a resulting pro~1t ot ~O.06 the 
-

second. year, the proper1iY to be able to pay e. reeso.t::la ole retu:r:::. 

on the necesse.ry inves tnlent by the third year. 

The !'ollowing rates now in. ettect at Uo:t:ro Bay :..c.d 

Solv::l.Z we:-e ~:roposed 'bj' al'p11cant F.lS suitable initial rates to 
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apply to service in Buel1to~: 

Rate: -
~1.50 per· consumer ~er nonth • . 

Plus Cocmod1ty Charge: 

First 100 pounds per meter per month, 
Next 400 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

AllOVer SOO ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~om the testimony and evidence ~csented, it is 

apparent th~t the e~s service ottcrcd by applicant is en~ ~ll 

be or convenience an~ ~ccessity to the public here unde~ consider-

ation. 

To obviate tuture contl1ct with other utilities, app11-

cant stipulated that the area to:: which its present application 

seeks 8.i.l.thor1zat1on or th1:s Commission to serve is that cea.extcnd-

ing two miles in all diroctions trom the 1ntersect1o~ ot the State 

Bighway and County Road leading :rom Solvang to Lompoc with the 

community or Buellton. 

ORDER -- ..... -~ 
Se.nta :i:o.rie. Gas Compan7 Mv1.nS asked the. t too Railroad 

Commis::.ion'· ot' the Ztate or Calito::-.t:.1a make its order and 'decision 

declaring that public convenience an~ nocessity re~u1re and w~ll 

re~u1re the exercise by applicant of the Xig~ts. and privileges 

under ~~chise gr~ted by Ordinance ~o. 432, passed by tho Boa=~ 

or Supervisors orSant~ Barbara County, errect1ve October 1, 1928, 

and~the construction by applicant or c plant and syst~ tor the 

distr1bution or hy~rocarbon gas having a un1torm heating val~~ 

or ap~rox1mately 2,800 B.t.u. per cubiC toot 1n the eom=un1ty or 
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Buellton; publ~c hecr1Dg having bee~ held; the metter being 

submitted and now reaQY tor ~ec1s1o~, 

SEP.E~y C?~E.~ ~~ ~3ci~p~ that public con~en1en~e and nec~b
$1 t Y reciti1:i:e" and w 111 re~uire the exercis e "oy Sen to. ;.:aria Cas 

Co~pan1 ot the ~1ehts ~d ?r1vi1eees under tranch1se' grented 

oy Ordinenee No. 4Z2, pessed by t~e Board o~ Supervisors of 

S~nta Earoera County, e~tect1ve cctobe~ 1, 1928, in so ~ar as 
- . the e:x:e~e1se ot such tre.nchise is necess~-y to the spec1tie 

project outlined in the above opinion and to~ the constructio~ 

by applicant of :. 1'1ant e.nd. system tor the distribution 0-: 
hydroee.rbon ge.s 1!l the COI:I:.c1ty 0-: Buellton, Sc.:l,ta Earbe.r4 

Cou:c.ty. 
T'.c.e a.'bove cort1ticatioD. ane. authonzat1on are subject 

to the tollowing conditions ao~ not otherViise; 

(1) '!'boat Senta Uar1e: cas COI:.:po-ny shall tile with 
tb.1s Co:mis,s ion the -:ollowing 1:.1 tie.l reo te 
tor domestiC, commercial an~ general gas ser-
vice ~pplicaole to all billing tor gas se~
vlco in the co~unlty covered by th1S o~e~; 

• Service charge per meter Der month ~1.50 

Co~od1ty charge (to be added to serviee eharge): 

]'il"st 100 :poune.s 
Next 40'0 " 

AllOver 500 " 

eonsumer ~el" montb, 4~ pel" ~oun~ 
.. " " sf!," ., 
" " ~ 2:'p ~ " " 

~~e se~ice·eharee set forth aoove 
constitutes the mi!l1:::.um ebe.ree. 

Special Cond1t10!ls: 
'(1) :n. the a~:!?lictlt10!l I:>t this schedule 

gas d.elivered. to thl~ var~ous premises or a consumer c~not be aeereeated. 
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(2) ZAat the Railroad Co~~1s3ion may hereafter, 
by appropriate :?roeeeci.ings e.nd orders, revoke 
or l1mit, as to territory not then served by 
S~ta ~ri~ Gas Company, the ~utho:ity herein 
gre..n.ted.. 

The e!'rect~ ve ~.te o't this o::-e.er ~he.::'l be twenty (20j 

de.ys !rom an.d a!'~er the de te hereo!'. 
~~ D~ted ~t Sen ~an¢isco, California, this,~~~l~.~~_d~y 

. 
1931. 


