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Decision No. 2357 :5 • 

} 
. .In the Matter ot' .. the A:ppl.1ea.t10ll. or , 
M.U'T RJ:J2Y~ et -a:L, doing 'btlsiness ) 
'lmder . the nct1 tious ItelIle ot' Rome ) ~icat1on No. l703l. 
Acres Water c~~ tor an Orde:- ) 
author1Z1Itg 1nerease ot: rates. tor ) 
sale o~ water. ) 

------------------------------) 
N1ehols~ .~ &. mckz.cm., b1' A. L. H1ekscxz:r.. 

tor Appl1 cant~. 
L ~. Sto:r.tenberg. tor Coo.sa::mers. 

CPIN'ION' ..... __ -.-..- ........... 

Rome Acres Water Compea:t:T is owned and operated b:r e. gt'OUP 

ot: a~:rox~te~twe:.tt7 sllare-holders who organ1zed the ~ as. a 

d1str1butmg and selling water tor ~s:tt1on ~ses to its. sllttre-., 

holders located on a tract lalown as Home Acres tl:c.d to other water 

. users :tn. tern to:::.r adjacent t~ereto and wi thin. the city' l:tm1ts ot . . 

Pomona,. Los Angel.es. Cettm.ty. 1'".o.e appl1cation alleges that the :Pl=esent 

rate schedule docs not produce a reasonable returlt on app:r.1eants,· 

:tn.vestment at'ter the. payment. or all. l.eg1t:t:::llate charges and expext.Zes. . . 

The Ra1lroad Conmt1ss1on. is, theretore, asked to establish an :tncreased 

r.ate tor water service. 

J. public hea:r1ng in this proceed1:c.g was conducted '0,-. .' 

Examiner satterwh1te at Pomcma on. Feb~ 5, ~931. 

lh DeCision No. 22ZlZ" dated Apr1:i: l.~ 1930. Home Acres 

Watel:' COtttpa:c:y- was declared to be a pa.bl1c utll.1ty b;r this Cot:ml:tss1on. 
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as to its service or water to constm1ers res1ding outside end bej"ond 

the 36-acre. tract lclom as liome Acres, and tor such service there was 

esto.blished therein a :eate o~ ~:25 per ho'Q%" tor the ttlll. now o"r the 

PTlmj? The e.ppliean ts request thi s ebaX'ge to be 1:c.ereased to $2.25 per 

hO'tC:'. 
Water 1:: obta1ned. t:l:cm a deep well.:) l.ocated so:ne distance 

!rem the Rome Acres ~ct, and pumped. directlJ" into the tren:sm.1sz!on 
. . . 

me,1-'O--. t:rom. whieh it 1$ ~el.1vered tlIrottgh pipe lines O'IIlnod b:r the eart-

sumers. It is jJttposs1ble to segregate 1n eJrJ' :pmet1ea.l manner that . . . 

port1on. or the t:ater systeI:. zUPPls'ins publie tt"tillt:r service :rrom. that . . 

part sernc.g the share-holders w1tl:dn. Eome A.cres Tract. For the P'l.n';POse 
. ' , 

of th.1::: proceedmg" the e:c. tire system w:1ll. be considered as a s.1ttg1.e . 
e:l t1 ty' w1 th the u:r:.d.erstalidmg tba t the rates here1n au thor1zed. 1tlll. 

, , 

appl:r etDl.y to those water user:; receiVing public ut1l1ty" water service. . , 

At the hear1:c.s. app1.1eants $U'bm1tte4. evid.ence b:r D:a Lee 
, , . " 

and B. C. sm1 th :tn su:9port of the :eports attached to the appllcat10n 

here:tn and markec! E:ch1b1 ts. "",A. ft s:c.d "Cft • 1!. E. Va:t Hoesen, one or the. 

Comm.1ss.10Jl~: lly'drau:Uc eng1l:l.eers, su'b:n1 tted a re:port and. a.:wra1.::al. or 
-the system based on the esti::lated. or~ cost. In. the. tollowmg 

ta.bUlat1on. is .set out a snmms17 or these reports., together with the 

costs ot operation an~ re~enue:: eollected th~::rom: . -

Est1:matedRcj;>rod.uct'1on COst De-
prec1e:ted,Le= Wa tor P.1ghts..... $ 

Es.t1me.ted.Or1gtnal·eos.t. •••••••••• ~ 
Water :Et1ghts.~ •••• ~ •• .; ........ _ ••• ' •• 
Mainte:o.Ol1 oe&:. Operat1ng Expense, 

J'an. l., to sept.. 50,,1930 ••••••• 
M:l.1:c. tenance &.. Operating Expense 

tor 1930" ••• •• ' • •••••.••••••••••••• 
:E:S.t:1mated ,Fttta:'e Exp'enze ••• ;. •• '. - •• 
Opera.t:1ng Revenue., .Jan. 1 ·to 
~ sept., 30; 1930 •••••• ~ ••••••••••• 
Operat1ngRev~ue, ~929 ••••••••••• 
qperat1ng~evenne., 1930 ••••••••••• 
Replaeem~t ADnn1~ ••••••••••••••• 
~terest Re~~, 1930 ••••••••••••• 
~terest Retu-~, iUture ••••••••••• 

'.'~ 

- $ Q.,,531.75 - '. -- 2S~50.00 

-
--l68.25 

Van Hoe:sen 

-
-

~,S90.7S 
1,779.79 

224:.00 
l.';l.~ 
1.6~ 



Appl.1ec.nts, through the test~ o~ Mr. I.eep claim. a 

pres.ent val."O.e o:t $28~150.00 :tor water r1gb:ts, whil.e the tes.timorl::.r 

or F.R. van. E:oesen is to the etteet that there was no out-ot-

pocket cost 1n the acquis1 tio1'1 or the "CXO.derg:round water rights 

other then the val.ue or t:!le land upon which the well. is located. 

Tlle test~ clearly shows. that water 1$ now 'being );)tmtped tram. 

wells by :parties other tlla.n a:pplleants, generally throughout the 

service area oor this ut1l1t:r end the V1e1n1ty thereotp 1ll quantities 

at least eq.tlal to that obta:1ned by a.ppl1cants. No evidence was 

;presented to this Cammiss10n show:1ng that the use or water tram. 

other wells :tn the territory had d:fln1n:t:o-..hed the p.eJ.d o~ water 

!':rom. appl1cants." ~ell., or in te~ered with its cont1:med operation. 
~ 

Neither is there. ~h1nS in the record i:c.d1eat1ng that this 

compan:r llas ever obta1ned. a:rt'!f ,adjud.1ea. ted prescriptive. right to c:r:rs-
o"r 1 ts 'CXtdergrOl2Xld waters. Ullder these e1rc'OmStanees, it is clear 

that the spp11ee.nt.s have not establ1shed and there:tore are· not 

entitled. to :tnelude :tn the rete base, upon. which the consttrners sllould 

be- reqUired to' Pa.7 a retum, SJ:J.y ad~ tional or sep~te value. tor 

their rights to pc;:m;> water tran. underground sou::eez other tbe.:c. those 

values e.l.ready- 1:tcluded in. the lands as water bea:"i:c.g. Thererore 

the Z'tIm. o~ $0,000.00 appears to be a ree.:Salab~c rate base tor the 
. , 

purposes or this proceeding. ~e torego1ng figures 1:o.d.ieate that 

the operations tor the year ~93!.) under p:resent rates, '1IJ8.y be expected 

to resUlt in a net :ret'a:l:'n. ot less thsll. One Ran~ed. DoJJ 8..'t"s. 'Oll.der 

ex1st1ng c1rcumstances, it is aP,parent that e.ppll~ts are entitled. 

to a slight readj'tl-eotment 1n the present rate schedule wll1eh w1ll. 

theretore 'be provided tor 1n the tollow1ug order. 

ORDER - ........... - .... 
Rom.e Ae:r:os Water Comp~ llav1ug :made application to tl:1s 

Commission a.s entitled above, So ·publ1e hearing ha.V1ng been :b.eld 



• 

thereon, the matter haVing been d~ su'bm1ttel1 and the Co:tm1ss1on 
, - . 

rlIS SEID:BY:FOUND .AS A :FA.CT that the :::a:te.,z. and charges .. .' 

or Rome Acre.:;. ~ter Compa,n:r to~ water delivered to its eo.c.st1m.ers. 1u. 

so '!:ar a.s they- ditter t'rom. t:b.e :::utes herem establ.1shed, are 'Cltjust 

and 'Illl.reaso:c.able au<1 that the :rates here1n established. aro j'tlS't and 

reasone.1>le. rates to be cbarged tor the service rendered, and 

Bash€; tllis ord.a:- upon the toreso1ng t:1nd~e; or :eAct and 

on the tllr'ther statements or '!:a.ct eo:c:ta,1ued :tn theop1n1on wh:tch . . 
precedes this order, 

IT IS :sERESI' ORDZl?'3D that :S:o:ne Acre:; 't'1ater Cotr.tpa:a;:r. a. co-
.. . ..-

:partnership, be e:.c.d. it. is hereby authorized and directe.1 to file nth 
... " " 

• A, 

the tollowing sehed:ale. ot :::utes to be e~ged tor all service rendered. . . . 
subsequent to the 30th, day or April , 1931: 

IRRIGA.TION WATER 

For t\ll..l.'!low or ptQ:p, kept 1n. gOOd . repair, ~er hour................... $l.5O 

For ~ other purposes. the ettect1ve date ot this o::'de:: 

shall. be twenty (ZO) days no:rx. and atter the date hereot. . . 
~ . 

Dated at san :F:t'ane1seo, cal.1tom1a, this 6th 

ot April. 1.931.. 

~~J. 
iii ,/ L _<_' ";,f 


