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2T TEE CaaIsSs IoN:

Iz thiz proceeding, the Board of Trustees of the City

of Point Lrens has brought 2 complaint agam t 7. S. Meyexrs who
gwns 2nd operates the public utility water systex known &s the
Point Lrera Water Torks. The camplaint as Tiled hereln alleges

t the existing water "t:pply' ¢? this cystem is obtained from
cprings end is not zulficient iz volume to provide ithe necossely
ané proper domestic service required By the consuzers; that the
pipe linec have beern In the gromd over thixty years axd exe badly
deteriorated znéd in need of repalrs or replacement; and thet, as
a Teswlt of %the generzl Iinsdequacy of the entire systom, the Town
hes been without water & zumber of times during the past few months.
Therefore camplainant requests that W. S. Meyers de oxdered to make




such necessary improvements to his weter works as will remedy jthe
conditions camplained of.

In his gmended answer T0 the adove campleint, the ’
Defendant, W. S. Meyers, denies generally all of the essential |
ellegations thea:ein'and in zddition thereto alleges that any short-
age in the water supply which hzs been furmiched the consumers in
Point Arems has been due to the lack of sufficient annuael raine
- fell to replenish the springs and not to any defects in the watex
system. Iurthermere, sald Defendant comiends that it is a physical
Impozsidility for him to create = new or any additional supply of

waler for the town.

4 pudlic hearing in this proceeding was held at Point

Arens dDefore Examiner Tillizms.

'i'hc water stpply for this utility is developed. from
several small springs loczted or & ranch omned by Defen?ant end iz
delivered by gravity through about 3/ 4 of & mile of 4™x4™ Woolen
flame $0 & 40,000=zallonr wooden storage taxik. rFrom thence the water
1s distriduted to the consumers dY grevity through epproxinctely
3,500 feet of pipe majns ranging from 3 inches to 3/4 fzch diameter.
Over 2,000 Zfeet of these distributiorn pipe mains are smaller than
2 inches resxlting In Inzulficient maln czpacity. L sedarate
supply of water ic obteined fram Curley Spring, locsted om za edfoin
irg romch, and is used to serve eight comsumers living on & higk
knoll zbove the main section of tomm. TFor the use of water Irom the
Curley Spring Defendant veys the owner thereof & remtal of £5.00 per
mopth. This water is delivered LIram *;he Spring by srevity fnto an
800;@3.1@ elevated tank and Trom themce to the consurers througk
& pipe line and nain l& fnehes 1n _dﬁa:meter and ayproximately 3,000
feot iz lemgth. At present Defendant furnishes water 40 & totel of

sixty-five consumers in ‘the town, 2ll om & flat rate dasis.
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The testimony < a large nuwmber of consumers swmitted

at the heariang shows that for several years laszt nast the wavter
sexvice provided by Defendant ¥o the town has deen very poor zad
vholly inedequate end especially insufficient Quring the late summer
and fall months when, a&s o gemeral rule, there were Lrecuent periods
when deliveries were Intermiittent and interrupted during hours ol
defly pecik demend. Inm fugust, 1930, the masstisfactory water

condi tions became so serious that the 3oard of Trustees of the CLity
of Point frens filed an informal ccmplaint with the Commission (File
T.C. 42570) asking that relfef be odtained for the comsumers. The
riold inveé‘ci@tion thea made by the Eydreulic Divi sion of the Com~
aission ond Introduced In this proceeding as ev:_iclemce d..f.sgl‘r.osed that
the total flow of the springs on August 22, 1930, was 8.,600 gallons
per d2y, an emownt wholly Insulticient to supply the concumers*
d.mnand:—:‘ancl 0ot enougk water to fIll the ctorage tonXs. 4= 4 vfaatter
of fzct, this flow of water i1t less then ten per cent of the water
necessary for reascacble and proper service o provide for necessary
sa:.ita‘._:ion. anéd to protect the hezlta of ithe commmity against the
possidle outbreak of epidemics. The evidence skows that the
‘serious shortage of rainfall this winter and spring wndoubtedly will
‘result in comsideradly less water belng produced by the spf:!:zgs’

| swrmer than during 1950.

Defexdent admitz the inademmcy oL both the zource of Tater
suwpply and vhe wxter medos but claims that he iz wnable To obtaln
addivioznal weter and that, wader such circumstances, there 1= no
necessity in increasing storage facilities and the size of the pipe
lines. However, the ev'f_dence clearly indicates that Defendant Meyers
has never nmade any serioucs oxr extended effort either to acqczi:e’
additional water or o Improve hiz water plant. Practically mothing
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Ixn the way of syztmtic repalx or ealargement has deen done oz thic
systen by Defendant for a great number of yeaz}s lest past, Im spite

of *he steé.dy and increased demand Joxr water ocws;oned by the yearly
grovth of the tomm. The evidexmce presented Indicates th.'&‘c edditionel
watcr mey de obtzined at a reasonabdle coct rroi other spiings iz the
generzl vicinity and undoubitedly may be obtained iz afequate gquantities
by the drilliing of a deep well.

Defendant skould waderstand that o;ze of the oblisat;!.ons in.
curred by 6pe:'ation 'of: the law iz comducting a public witility supplying
weter to members of the pudlic, 1s to provide and render ax adeguate
and proper service and that, in the eveant sting facilities 4o not s
provide, ::e:'-:.sonable end sexrious effortec must Yo made by the owners or
operators thereof to obtain sufficient weter and 40 so Improve the plant
ard equipment That 2 satlisfactory service may de rendered. De'rendant'
contends that present rates are nozx-compensztory and that further exe
penditures for improvements are, therefore, wareczonabdble nd wzjustified.
Hoﬁeve:, the pocesidility of an fncreased investhuent Ls no proper excuse
Tor the contimuation of poor and unsmtisfeetory service. In the event
the costs of providing an adegumte woter sexrvice for the consumers In
Pé:'.nt arena chould o increase the capitel invest:na;xt by Defendant in
ucsed and uaeM propertles that exizsting rates =0 longer ﬁ'ield an ade-
guate or pmOper Ievenue, Dei'endant has o remedy defore this COmissioz
vhickh may de invokol by ther 211ing of an application for a :eadjﬁsment
of the existing rate structure. Concumers have Indfcated that they are
ready and wﬂ.line; to pey s fair ané Teasonedle price for & vroper water
spply at axy time. ‘ :

Iz the followizg order defendant will be directed to obtain
additional'mter ix adecguate quanfities @ meet the demcnds of his
comswners and, furthermore, will de required to Improve distributionm

TfacLlities dy the replscement of certain small sized pipe linez with

water mains 2ot less than two (2) Inches in internal dié:he,_ter. I




ccanection with theze Iimprovements, it 1s suggosted That

Defexdant obtaln the services of scme person who iz well versed
and experienced tn the develormen®t of water suppliez and the
construction of weter woxks. By so dolng, there iz no doubt dut
that Defendant will save o consideradle amount of delay and avold
vhe possidility of spemding o considexcble sux of xoney without
securing denelicisl resulis.

O

Tomal canplaint having been mode ac entitled above,
2 public hesring having been held thereom, the mstter having beex
submitied, and the Commizsion delng now "ully inZormed therecn,
| IT IS ESRESY ORDIRED that T. S. nw.yav-s, operating the
weter sc:ppiy .éystem. Xnown, oc Point Lrens vater Works, e ond he is
heredby direcied to file with this Cemmizszion suba"ect to itz appréve.l,
within thirty (3C) dz=ys ":'cm the date 02 this oxder, detalled plens
for “he fnstallztion of Imorovements t0 sald mater works whick will
remedy the existing camditions of inadecuzte gnd i:irproper service,
And that, upon approval thereofl by this ‘c:omm‘.j.géi‘on, the instell=ation
of said i:rrprovemen‘t:s shzll proceed inmedie.‘.:ely and vi‘.:hoﬁ.t wmeces—-
sary delay and bde conro.'!.e ted and Iz operation in = mer saticslactory
to thisz Commizsion on ox before June 30, 1931l; sz2id Ixmprovements
shzll embrzce end Include vhe following Ltems:
(1) A2ditiomal water sholl be odtefned Lrom springs or
. . well sgurces such 2z o enadle this systex o supply
en adequete and proper water serv'ice to all 1ts consumers.
(2) Rerplace the nresent orze (1) inelh distributiom pipe maln
.. om 11X Street with a siendard screw pipe not le..,s than,
two (2) dnches In diameter, comnecting with exls?
three (3) inck distridution pipe main on Malz Strget.

Rep.'r.acé %he- Poesent mall dlameter distridution pipe
mein supplying certain consumers on Laurel Street with




...'tandard screw pive not less them two (2) inches
:!.n. diemeter coonecting with the exiszting.three (o}
. dimeh distridbution pipe main on Main ”‘treet. -

Replace the existing pive main oz Main Street
southerly from III11 3trect with & ctandard serew
Pipe 2ot less than ':‘.m (2) fnches in Giameter.

Install at the 40.000—@&110:1 tonx g suitable by-pass
Dive line with g&te valves to comnnect the trense
misdon line from *he springe with the outlet dic-
tribution pipe line, to erable said tank to be
cleaned without the nrecessity of shutiing 0L water
service. :

For all other purposes the effective date of this oxder

shell be twenty (20) deys from and after the dat te hereof.

Dateé. a'i: Sen Trencisco, Califormia, this 13 4‘-«*’ day
of ipril, 193L.




