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BOARD 0'2 Tlro'ST.EES OF T"EE: C!'!r 
C1E :rom'! ~. 
Ed Pred.ett1~".k.y'cIr. c. F. OYE::1en 
c. I.. . Kendell. 
L :r. Pel.lase10 c. :r.' Btlcl:lenaXl 
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s. c. Ht:rle::r~ tor complA1:umts. 
~.' w. Z1ne;re::.~ tor Detentant. 

OPI~!CN" ------ .... 

III th1:; proeeed1ng, the Boord of 1'rttstees. or the 01 't7 

o't Point J;:J:ena has brought eo eompl..:.1nt aga.:tn::t 'VI. S. Me::!eIJ:S who 

0l:J:l.$ end opera~s tile public ut1lity Wtlter :ystem. known as the 

Po1nt Arena Water '!Io:kz. ~e comp~1nt az ~1led. herem alleges 

that the ex1 st mg m:. ter :::a:rJPl'1' ¢ t th1:: &ystem. 1 S o'bta1ned. tram. 

cpr:1nss e.nd 1$ not :uttic1en t in volume to provide the neee.ss,o.::y 

and proper do~est1e service re~u1~ed ~::r the ¢on~ers; that ~e 

pipe line: have been :tn the gromd over th1...-ty yet::1:S a::.d are badJ3" 

e.eter1oratee. end 1n need. ot :=epa!=s or replacement; =<1. thc.t~ as 

:1 =esul t o'! the genenl 1ne:de~:uaeY' o~ the entire :y3tom.~ 'the town 

~s been "7l'1 ~hout water Co ::.um.'ber or t1I:les during the :past tew monthz. 

VIlieretol'e c~J.a.1naut reG,uests the. t !!. s. t£.eyers be o·:dered to make 

.. 
-.1.-



such. necessary 1m:prOTements to his -:m.ter works as will remedy" the 

eoo.d1 t:!.O'JlS e anplAined ot. 

I:rr. :b.1s amended e.nzwer to the a"oove ccmpla1nt. the 

Detend.a.nt~ w. S. Meyers, denies gen~ all o~ the essent:1al. 

allegations there:t:c. e.:o.d :tn e.dd.1 t10n thereto alleges the.t fJri.'1' short-

age in the "lmter supply wll1eh has been tum1slled the eon~er$ in 

Point J.rena has.'been due to the lack ot sutt1ei~t annuru. ra1n-

te.l.l ~o rep~en1$h the sprj,ngs anct not to c:tr1' deteetz 1:0. the water 

sy'stem.:?urthemore,. ~a1d Defendant cO!l.tends that it is a p:by's1eal. 

1mposs1l>il.! ~ tor hlm.to cree.te e. new or fXf:1:Y' add:1. t 1onaJ. suppl:y" o:t' 

water tor the town • 

.G.. :public hearing in tb.1s proceeding was held at :?oint 

The wat~ suppJ.;r tor this ut1lity is develo;ped trom; 

sevoz-....l S'lMll .springs loc.a.ted on a r.:.nch ov:ned bY' Detend:mt and 1$ .' 
deUvered 'by ~v1t:r thl'ough about 3/4 o't e. mUe' of 4"%4'" wooden 

fi"Cttlle to a 4O,OOO-gallO::t wooden storage 't3::tk. F:cm thence the v:a.~er 

is e.1str1'buted to the eOllZ'Cm.ers by gI:C.v1ty throtLgh e.ppl'Ox1'cu:.te~ 

S~500 teet of pipe m1ns ranging ~om. 3. inches to 3/4 1:teh d1:meter. 

OVer 2,000 teet ot these distribut10n :pipe :na1ns are small er than 

2 1nehe: resul. ting in inzuttieient ma1:l. e:::.l'ac1ty. A. :epe.re;te 

s~plJ" ot water is obta1ned t:l:'an. Curley $,pring, loeatedon e.n adJo1n-

:tng :-...neh., @d. is used to serve e!.gh~ COllsu:ers llvmg on a high 

knoll above the main section 0:: tom. :For the use or water :trom. the 

curley Spr1ugDe!endant :pays the owner the:eof' a ren.~ ot $5.00 per 

month. This water 1= delivered. ~cm the Spr'.IJlg by gt-e.v1ty !n.to :lJl. 

8OO-gallco. elevated tank and t::'o:cl. t.'l:.ence to the eonsun:ers t:b::OttgJ:. 
>, > 

a pipe l1ne e.nd ::lain li 1ucJ:.es in diameter a::ld tl.ppro:ctma.teJJ 3,000 

teet1n length. At present De!'end:l.nt tumish&$ ":late::- to a total. of 

s1xty-~ve C01lS'C:Il1&t'S in the town, all. on a nat rate basi:. 



at the hear:t:o.g si:tov:s. tl:c.t :or sever3.l. years last l'ast the wa,ter 

service p::ov1d.ed bY' Defendant to the town has been very poo:- and. 

wholly :t:ac.dec;.uate end ezpec1a.lly 1n....~i't'1c1ent dur1ug: the late summer 

and tall. months "::hen~' as =. general rule, the=e were ~quent per1oe.:: 

when deliveries. r.ere 1nte::::t1ttent =:ld inte.: ... upted Cturing hOl::> 0-: 
da1.l.y pec.k demend. !n J...ugu::t~ 19ro~ the tm.s:t1:.:factory we:~er 

eonC1.1 t1a::r.s. became so ser1ou.: that the ::3oa:rd o'!' TrUstees or the C1 ty 

or Po1I:.t Are:u: tlled. an. 1ntOJ::t:lal ccmplo.1nt with the C¢r:mt1 zsion (File 
. 

!.C. 4ZS70} asking tb:lt reliet be o'bte;1nod tor the constrm.ers. The 

field investigation then m.::.~e 'by the ~dre.ul1c DiVision 0: the Com-

:n1ssion ::nd introduced. :tn. th1s p:ro<:eed1ng 0.$ eVidence d1zclosed tha.t 

the total now o't the spr!ngs on Augu.zt 22, 1930, 'C'as 8,600 gallons 
, 

. 
dem.e:o.dz and. not enott,gh W:lter to f1l1. the- sto~se tt·nk~. AS a. l'U1tter 

of tCtct, t:b1s tlow of water is le= ~ ten !,er cent o~ the vrater 

necessary tor reas~ble and p~~er service to proVide tor neces~ 

$O.n1 tat1O!l. and. to l'rotect the he:::.lth o! ~e eOjjj!!ii:rt1'ty aga1n~t the 

possible outbreak or epidemics • The evidence ::hO"NZ tbat, the 

. serious sllortnge ot ra1ntall t:c1z ":1~ ter o.nd. spring undou.btedJ:::y" w1ll. 

rezul t in. con.s1dera'bly" less -::a teJ:" 'be 1:1g produced by" the 3l'rj,ngz.· t:b1s 

summ.er than dur:1ng 1930. 

Detendant ad.l!Z1ts: the 1:ladequacy ot 'both the $¢Urce ot -::ater 

su;gply and the ~ter me.1us but cle.1::ns toot he 1:: unable to obta:1n. 

add1tio:::.al wa.ter ez.d. the.t, under such eil'Ctl:llZtances, there 1z no 

::.eeess1 ty 1:l 1nereas:tc.g :torage tacU1 ties and the ~ize 0-: the pipe 

lines. liowe'7er, the. eVidence clearly" indicates tbat Detendant Meyers. 

has never t'lade e::J:3" seriO"J.s or extend.ad ettort either to ac~ 

additional water or to 1mprove hi: ~ter plant. ~ctienlly not~g 



in ~he wc.y o~ ::y=:tem:l:~:tc re:pa:!: or enlo.::-geme::lt has been do:l.e o:l. thiz 

zye'""loo¢:t:l. by Detenda:c:t tor ~ grec.t n'CI:lber ot yeas:: lest :past, in ~1 te 

ot the stec.dy a:ld. 1l::.e:-eased etem:a:u! tor w:ter occasioned "oj'" t'b.e year'J.J 

growth or the tOtm.. The eV1de:tce :,?resented. indicates that e.dd1t1on.e:::L 

v:::.ter '!JJIJ:Y' be o'bta.:tned. D. t a rec..zonable cost t'ro::::. other ::J,:)r!ng:; :tn t1lo 

gener:::.l v1c1n1tY' and 'OIldO'J.'btedl.y may be obtc.i:o.od i::. adequa.~ quant1t1e: 

by the dr1Jiing ot n dee~ we~. 
De~C!lds:lt s2:0t:ld u::tderstane. th~t O:le ot the obll~t1on$ 1tr.-

curred by opera t1oll. 0: the laW' in co:.duct:1:l.e; a public ut1l.1 V suppJJ1ng 

water to me::lberz or the publie" is to :prOVid.e and render an ~deCi.ue.te 

and. :9~er sel"V'iee :::let the. t, 1:t. the event existing 1"ae ill ties: eo not so. 

:.?=ovide, =ee.sonnble and soriou:; ettortz. must be made by the owners or 

operators thereot' to obte.:1:c:. sut::'icient ":C.ter :met to so mprove the plant 

eonte:l<:is that l'::'eSe:lt rate::. are. no:t-c0m:gensatory ~d. tho.t 1"u.rther ex-

pend1 tures tor i:rp:-ovemen ts are, there:o~, unrea.z.ona1:>le :.nd' tc:tjU$tL.~ed.. 

:S:oweve::, the po!::s:tb1l1ty o~ :m :t:o.c:c-ec.sed. 1ltves~t is no proper o::euse 

tor the con t:%nuat1on. or poor and t:n.zntisi"aetol'7 service. h the event 

the costs ot pl'O'71d.1::lg an adequate water service tor the constt::lers 1:t. 

qua,te or pl:o:?~ revenue .. Dete:.Qnt bas a remedy 'beto:-e th1: Comm:i::siO:l. 

wh1c:b. '!IJEJ.7 'be invoked 'bY' the t1l.ing o~ an a~l1cat1on tor a readju~tm.ellt 
• ot the e:d.:t1ug ro.te :trueture. Con::tcters have :tnd1cc.'ted. tbc.t they" are 

ready and. wl1 J in g to pay a te:1r and. ::-ee.soneble pr1:ee "ror eo proper "r.a~e= 

:: upp~ at a::J.Y' t im.e. 

In. tlle tollo1t1:.g order detendant w1l!. be directed to obte.:1:t 

addit10lllll water 1:. adeq,uate ~t1t1es to :c.eet the dem.:::ndz ot lUs 

conSUlllers and, turthermo::-e, w:1ll. 'be rec;.tli=ed to 1l:::pr~e. <tistr1but1on 

!aell.1 ties by the repls.eemen t ot certc.1ll :;:nell :;.1ze~ pt.,e llnez nth 

water main:::. ::tot le::s. than two (Z) 1nche:: in 1nte::ne.~ a,1emeter'. In. 



ccmtect ion with these 1I:l;pro'Ve:ne:l:~s» 1 t is suse;ostee. tho;t 

Detemdant obtc.1n the se::-v1ees or sane person ":'tho 1$ well versed 

and experienced in the develo:pm.en t ot water sil!'p11e: c.nd the 

construetion or water wor.ks. Ey' so doing, there 1:; no 'dollht l>ttt 

tha.t De~end.aut w1ll. ~ve ::; con:::1dere:~le alDOU'll t o~ delay and. avoid 

the possib1lity ot Sl'end1ng ~ cons1de=c.ble su:r:. o~ mone:r withou.t 

securing bene~c1~1 results. 

ORDER -- ..... ~~ 

::<:>mal canplc;1nt having been ::nc.d.e as entitled above, 

::. :pu.blic hearing having been held thereon., the nw. t-eer :b.e,V1:l.g been 

, " 

IT IS 'C"C!RZB'!' ORD~ tbat ":!. S. M,e.yers, ope:at1:c.g the 

hereby directed to i"Ue With ~= Cc:cm1zsicn zubj'eet to 1 ts e.~ova.l, 

:reme~ the ex1 st:tng coo-eli tio:o.s ot iDadeqWl.te and ~rop.er service, 

end tlutt, upon ap-pro:val thereot oy this ~$#s1,on, the 1nste.llat1on 

or ze.1d. improvements :;:21""1! proceed :1.mmed1e:~ely and without u:meees-

s:;..-y de~ ruld be cotIpleted end: in ope=ation in a ~er se.tis:'acto:y 

to this Comm1ss1on on or bet ore J'tz::le 30, l.S31; sa.1d :t:1prove::1e.nts 

sb ... ll e:::tbrace and 1:c.elude the tollow1ng items: 

Cl.} 

(2.) 

(3) 

Ade..i t ional 'W:tter sl:cl.l be obte.tned ::rom. zpr1ngs or 
"ael.l. saurces such ~s. to enable this s:1'ste:::. :to stt.p'j;l:y' 
en adeque.te e.:ld. l?:=oper "::.l ter service to all :t:ts consume:=s. 

ReJtla.ee the l're~llt one (1.) !nell. diztr1but10J:l. p1~e :::l.a:tn 
o:t MUl Street ":l1th a :.te.:ldarct s.crew p'1~ not less tba:o. 
WO (2} inches. 1:l d1=.ete:-, eOllll.e-et1ng":1 th 'existing 
th....~e (3-) !:tell d,1:;tr11:>u-:ioll :pipe :lam on M.a1:t Street. 

. . 
Repla.ce thel':-es~ t :::mA '" I d1al::eter d1str1bu t10n pipe 
::n.a1tl. :'a:9l?l.y'1ng certain consu:n.ers on Le.~el Street with 



a sta:o.~rct sereTo' 1'1:.9& not le:::s. tl:la::l trIo CZ) 1:c.ehes 
1n d,1a::ne,ter ecameet1.:l.g m th. the eX1z.t1ns_ tln"ee (S) 
1:a.eh. distr1"ou:~1on pipe :na1n. on Main street. 

(4} Rep:lc.ee the exist1ng pipe :na:t:a. o:r. ~1n Str~t 
::o.utherly' t'r0:1 nll St:eet 1:1 ~ a ::tc.l:ld.ard. screw 
pipe not less. tb.a:l t.V1Q (2.; 1:J.e:b.es 1n dia:c.ete.r. 

~ 

(5) Illsto.ll at the 40~OQO-ge.llo:l t:lJ:tk a sui table 'bY-l'ass 
:,;>11'e, llne"r.'ith sate vaJ.ves to conne,et the t:r:e.n.s-
:c1zston l:Dle !:l:Otl the Sl>r:tngs nth the outlet di::-
tribution pipe l.1ne, to enable. said. tank to be 
elea:ted wi tllout the necess:tty" 0": cl:tutttng 0-:: water 
service. 

For ~ ot:!le.r Pu::llOsc::: the e.t'1"eet1ve date ot', tll1s order 

shrll 'be 'tt1enty (20) d.c.ys tron a::.d a~ter the date hereot. 

1)e.ted. at Se.n. ~....nc1sco~ Cc.litom18" t2l1s 13 ~ dfJ:;r 

01" Aprll.~ 19S1.. 


