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Decision Ro. ·2G609 
- ..I .. t. • 

Dl t2le Matter ot the ~11C'e.t1on. ot 
7lE:ST',S1DE NA...~EAI. <as C~A-ry) a 
,co~rat1~~ ror,an'Or~er Aut~r1z-
1ng it ~o 1nerease 1't:.: rete:: tor 
water ~rv1ce 1:0:. the toVlllsi te ot: 
~venal.~ COQt7 or K1ng:h state ot 
Call tor::t1c.. 

"::. :? "J"~1a:l.so:::.~ "lIo.1.l..ttce &. Va ug2:lc.n.~ by 
Reginald. !- Va~~ tor Al'pllcan. t. 

EX ~ CQ1ItvW:SSIcm: 

, ' 

'l'l:.e. ":Jest Sid.e No.tu:ro.l Cc.::; Co~~. eo eOI'j?o:=o;t1o:c.. 

enge.gec. in the bU$:1:c.e~$ ot supply'Jong water :meL f!{J.S tor do:nestic . , 

aJld other pUl',P,ozes 1':l the 'b).WJ:l.S1 te ot AVe:J.al~ !Cing::' Cotmty~ he-::: 

pet1 t1o:a.ed the ?o.1l.roo.d. CO:m:Ucs1on tor c.:l ore.er :luthoriz1ng it to 

increase its rates tor ~ter service. 

culty in obta,1n1nS $.:0. ade~uate -=nter zupJ?lY' tor the connn1:m1ty, but 

has. nov ent.ered 1:c.toJ an ae;reem.en-; nth the St.o:tdtL.-...u On. Compc:ay of' 

Ce.l1tO=-1a~ -:=:1011 :proVid.es to:- the ee11very 01:' a surplus sUl'l'ly ot 

weter to app11ce.nt... It is t'urther o.ll.eged tbat the de11ver.r ot 

this ":later w1ll. 1ner&tse e.~llea.ntf's operat1:l.g ez:penzes e.pproxmatelJ 

$l, 000 • per D.l:l:ttl1r- and. the Com::n1:;;s ion 1:: as.i:ed. to au thor1ze an 

1nerease :t:c. rates to cover th1:: adc!.i t1o:lD.l eXl'ense. 

The t'olloW'!ng r::::te:; o.re rec;.ue,:;tee.: 
MontblyU5n~mrreUeter ~~ges: 

sis ~ch meter ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
3/4 ~ ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
l~ w ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •......••.•......••.....••. •••..•...•..•...••...•..... •.••.•........•.....•.....• 

••••......•..•..........•.• 
-1-

$3.00-
3.50 
4.00 
6-.00 
8.00 

~s..OO, 

30.00 



:rlonth1.y O;tu:m t i ty Rtl tes: 

~irst 500 cu. t't., l' er 100 cubic teet •••••••• 
OVer 500 ~ • ~ ~ ~ ........ 

Ma.rz.t:bJ.,. Flat Rate: 

Each service connection •••••••••••••••••••••• 

.. , ...... 
$0,.60 
0.50 

'$3.00 
.A. ptibl1 c hearing on tAi:: :proc.eed:ing was held bet'ore 

':!hi: vro.ter :;y:tem~:; 1n::.talle'- 1n the early ;s>art ot: 1930 

to ze:ove the new to'l:Jl:ite 0"1: Avenal, located in the Z:ettl~ "S':tll ~ 

oll t1eld. The "::'ater $~ly' 1:; no':' obta1ned. ::rem:. eo 500-toot weU, 

v/h1ch 1: lea~d tro::t. the Standard OU C~e::y' ot Ce.l1torn1a: ct $l..00 

Jler year,. The wa~er i~ lifted. 'by c deep -::ell pux::p di:eb.::rg1llg 

directly ittto the e.1str1but1on. sy:teI:l., the excess be1ng stored in ~ 

50 ,OOO-gallon concrete reservoir loee.ted on. the h1ll:::ide above the 

tov:n. There ~e e1ghty-z:t.: eon.....""tc::l.ers 'be1ng :;erved. at j?re:;ent ~a::. 

the system, eleven ot ":lllich are metered. 

The r.::tes nov: in ettect v:ere establlsbed 'by 'tll1s Com:l:t1::.-

zion 'by its Dec1:1on No~ ZZOS4" dated. :ta::J."C.tJ.rY' 29, 1930, :md. a...-e as 

tollows: 
"SLAT RATE 

~OO per month tor ee.ch.~ zerv1ee connect ion, payable u 
advance. 

To be applied 1: l1et: o~ nat rete at the option o't' either 
,the conzt:m.e,r 0= the carll'CQY' .. 

Uo:.th!ay 'M'1n1mrr:r C2larges: 
s/s mch m.ete.r •• , ............................... . 
5!~ ~ w ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1- ~ w ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~~ ~ w ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
2 '" ,.. 
5 ~ ~ 

4 ,.. " 

............................. ~ .. .........•••.......••••.......• ..••••..... ~ ...•••..........•.. 

$2.,00 
2.50 
3.00 
6 .. 00 
8.00 

15.00 
,30.00 

Eac:!l or the torego1ng ..... ~tl'tl7 Min1mma. Charge:'" w1lJ. entitle 
the con=u:m.er to tlle. qu:::nt1ty ot -::a ter 'w1l1ch, tllat m1111mn:::a. 
monthls' charge w~ p.urchase Q;t the rQll.o-::~S "'='ontllly" 
~uant1ty Rates.'" . 

Monthly Q,ua;t1ty Rates: 
0- 500' ct,1."o1e teet,. per 100 cubic 
Over 500 ~ '" '" '" ~ 

teet ....... . 
........ 

$0 ... 40 
0.35 



Tb.e. test1m~ shotts tb.::tt the ~ter :toT be1ng ~shed is 

b.1glly :n!ne::allzed and. wJx>l!y unsuitab.le '!or dr1nktue; or cooktng 

purposes, altllou.gh not dangerolls to henlth. '!'he eoo.::::tml.ers all br!.:l.g 

in the1::- ~1:fd.ng anet cooking wa. ter 1n portable co:o. tamers t'rol:. the 

lD.d1l$t::-1al water syste:ll o-::ned by the Stc.ndard. on c~ o't Ce.la1'tor:l.1:l 

and it is tr~ this sOIJ.:'ee that e.w1ieant now desires to 0l:>te.1n its 

m:.ter supply", d1scOllt1n.~g the use o! the :;>:::-esent leazed well except 

tor emergency p~se$. !t is ror this purpose that a. con.t=aet has 

been entered. into by ~d be~een a~p11~t an~ the said ~~da--d 011 

C~an:r, !>e::-mi tt1ng the use ot this o:ro.ter at a rate ot one and. one-

te:c.th (1 .. 1) cents per barrel. ar 4:2 s:J,.lons, ·delivered at the Stan.d.c.rQ. 

re::ervoir w1ll. reC;:IlL"""e the laying ot 8.!?!)rox1mately lZ>COO :reet ot 

Zi-1neh p1:pe at a:. est!::Dated cost or ~5»700.,. which :1ns.to.l1.at1on 

~ppl.1e:lnt 1:: ready Illld vr1ll.1ng to ~e. 

All1nvez.t1go.t1on ot the operating expe:::l:e::: ~d revenues e.nd. 

. 
Chief' :E:ng1nee= "tor applicant» ;::,net 'bY' D. ~ ~w::.,. one o~ the Com.-

:n.ission?s EY~ul1e ~g!nee=s. The::-e were no su'bs .. t~t1al d~t:=e:renees 

1n the. !"1su-"'"es l'resented 'b7 the o.'bove eneineerz on plent va.l.ue: a.nd. 

operating eoztz. :Fro: the reports o~ the abov.-e eng1::.ee:::-s, 1 t ~:pp==s 

thc.t the ll1'ztor:1cal. cost ot the wc.tcr 'Oro-;,erties o.s ot December 31,,1930, - .. 
1~ ~30:,6.S4. set tbAt So proper del'rec1c.t1o:o. annuitY' there~or is $aSS., 
camputed by the :;1nk1ng !"Une. r::.etllod .. c.t 5 per cent. The toto.l. ope:-o.t1ng 

:'l!ld me.1ntenance e:.'q)enses 'tor the. twelve-mon:th period end1:a.e; Februc..-y l~ 

1931, a:t:.otClted. to $4:»OZZ., with reve:lues r-eeeivc.b1e durmg said. 

~om. tho reco:'d :1. t a.~ tha.t tho 

tuture opero.t1ng expel!se: whleh ";"i!ll. be 1:lcu:r::o.e. tbrough the use or 



a:m,:cr:ll. The g:-ee.t reduction in the cost 0": :re1'~1rz to the present 

pump1ng eqtt1pment and the e~ 'tm1nation ot ::: lc.rge proportion. ot 

present power bUl.s W"...ll. be ot::;e~ b:r the 1ncree.sed co~ts neeess:ry" 

tor p1.J.rcbe.sed vro.ter w1:l.1c.h. r.1l.l be dellvered, howeve:-, 'by- gro:v1t:T 

rlo~ to al'plie~t~s reservoir. 
" 

The tom..si te or A.vencl. h~s '·c)oUt. reeen tly been ol'e:o.ee. up to 

st1ll. 1n. all' earlS stage o~ developmeo.t. No retu..., upon the 1nVested 

eap1 t'!l 1::: expected or ~zked. t'ar bY' al",P,llca.nt at th1!!: t1:le; howeve=~ 

as the ::::":rcgements have been mad.e to secure c. be~~r $ouree o't 

water supply' at the request ot the conS'llm.c:"S, the c~ in this 

peti t10n asks that the :tncreazed Ol'e...-o.t1:le; costs which w111. be 

rete tor ~ter serviee. A:U consumers present test1t1ed the.t ":.he 

present :;ource ot wate:- sup:ply was l'J:'O.ct1ce.llS 'Worthless tor tbeir 

eene~ hou:ehol~ and. domestic use: an~ that they were rea~ and will-
ing to pfJ.'$' ~ reaso=.ably increased. c~ge fo= water trom. the p=oXO::ed 

source. 

~e ev1e.enco T-esented in thi s proceeding lead:: to the. 

conolusion tmt the ner. water supp~ clt.oulct be c.equ,1red and =de 

and. tbat the. :-e.te :9=oposee. is a :rc.1r an~ =casO!l.able =a,te tDlCLer 

e:d.::.tmg e1reu:::o..ztancez. and CQlldi t1o:lS ~d. wlll~ therefore, be 

a.utho·=ized. in the tollow!.ng o::der. 

OR!)ER -----
Wezt Si'de Natur.::.l Ca:::. Company .. a. corporatio::l~ ::o.av1ng :nade 

~pl'11c~t1on tor au~hor1~ to ~creese its rate~ ~or ~ter service 1n 

the tovm.s1te or AveItll> 'r('~n gs County> a pu1>11C hearing having bee::t 

hold. therecm., the matte:- hav1ug been duly zub:1 ~~d e:ld the Comm-f~ __ 

zion now ceinS tully ad..vised in the p::e::i.se:::;.~ 

!Z IS Ej':R:::BY :Fomm ~ A :FACT ~ t the rates chargod. by 



llshed are ~t :!lld =easona"ol\!. rates to 'be charged. tor S11ch zert1ee~ 

and 

Eaz.1:g th1::: order upo:. the torego:tng :1:c.d1ng ot tact mld. 

upon the turthe::- sta-:eme!lts o"r tact contai."l.ed 1n the op1n.ion. wMclt. 

precedes tll1: order, 

'x! IS ?:e:s::::ar OEDE?.:::D that the ~e:~ S1<1e ~ratural Gas co:tpa:t:1> 

a corpo'~tioll., 'I:>e and it 1:: hereby a.ut.~,or!.zed. and directed. to tile 

n ~ the ?:ll1road. Co:ct1.::s io:o.~ -::1 t:!l1r:. t:n~Y' C 30) d:;:y's ::t':ro:: the cIa. 'te 
- , 

01: tln:: order, the rolloVi1:lg schedule of rates to be ch~gee. consumer:; 

1:1. ~he tovrn.::i te ot' Avenal, A1:ls:: COmlty-, tor c!..J. water dellve:::ed. 0::. 

and atter the first. dc.y or t:::'e mo:.t:b. 1mmed~te1Y :rollovr:1ngthe- cutt1ng 

1:0. ot the new water ~'P'Ply a::.d. ~e d.i:;cont:t::r.uance or the use or the 

exist:ms t7ell. source tor ge:le:ro.l service ptlrJ?O:;.e:;. 

Mon t:bly 1iCtn 1-:::tml Cfulrgez: . 
5/s " ..... • ......... ' . l::l.e.... me~ •• ~ ••••••••• • ........... • • • • - • • .... • • 3/4 ~ ~ ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1- ~ ~ •••••••••• - ••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 
~~... " ••• " ........... l1li' ............ -'. _. ~ •• 

".- '" '" ~ •....••..•••......•••......••.. 
3 ~ ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ '" ft' ~ .. ~ ..... -... ~.-.. ----... -.. -... 

$3~OO 
.3.50 
4.00 
&.00 
8.00-

~Q..OO 
3O~OO' 

~c:::' or the t:c,=ego1::.g "Uont~ :r.ctn1:trP:1 Cb..tt'gez,'" w1ll. ent1 tle 
t:b.e- co.c.StCl~ ~o the ~tity ot water which ~t·~t~ 
"rrnimnm cho.rge V:<-....ll. purcb:l:;.e at the toll.ow1n.g M..!onthl,y 
~~ti~ ?~tes.~ 

~~t~y quant1tI PAte:;.: 
F1:-st 500 ctW. :ct. ~ l'er ~oo 
Over 500 ~ '" '" '" 

eu. ~t ••••••••• _ •• 
". ". ......... , ..... 

$O~60 
.0.50 

For All ~ees ••••••••••••••••••• - ••••••••••••••• ~3.00 ~er ~t~ 

l!:;;hed. shall not become eti'ect1ve 'tlllle:;s and. u::t:.tll ";1ezt Side Naturol. 

-5-



CtJ;::; COln!'aDY'> a eOl'pOrat1011.~ shall tUe nth th1s COmmis3io.:x. two(Z) , 

cert1t1ed co:;;>1es~ duly executed, o!' the ~inal agreement by" and 

bot'::ee:l. ::aid "Nest. S1d~ ~ture.l Gas ~ and:. standard. 01l. Com!?any" 
or cal1~om1a, c. cOl"l'O'rat1on" p:roV1d1J::g tor the 1'ur:t:t!':.h1ng o'! -:rater 

, . 

by ~1d. standard 011. C~ ot' Co.l1~or:1a ~or the de11ver7 or said 

For el.l other l'UJ:l'O':::es~ the, e:c'tect1ve d.o.~ o-t t:bi:: order 

:::.ha:ll be twe:c.tY~20~ e.z.ys tr~ eu::-d. atter the eate hereo~. '>/ 
Dated at San F:t-3ne1.seo,~ Ce.llto:rn!e., this. I 1/-- day" 

of Aprt.J.." ~931.. 

, \)/'--~'~.' 
.... " ~ ,"" -' '>If"'" ., -""-" " 

~... '., 

(/ ,./,~ .' " 

//1/1 ~ ~ .... /" r j/ / • ..I!:::::::)', ~~' " 
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