Decizion XNo. J?*?’S 09 .

BEFCRE TZE RAIILRCAD CQUIISSICN OF THEI STATE OF CALIFOENTA.

-

In the Matter of the spplication of

WEST SIDE NATURAL GAS CUPANY, &

- corporaticn, for. an Order authoriz-
ing 1t Yo increase itz rates for
weter sexvice in the tomsite of
Averxal, County of Xings, State of
Californis.

N e N N N el b Ny

Ve To Williemser, Tallzce & Vaugheor, by
Reginald L. Vaughkar, for Applicont.

T TES COMISSION:

The Test Side Naturzl Ge.::fomﬁany, & corpoxation,
engaged In the busincess of zsupplying water and @ms3 _ror domgstic
and other purposes in the wwasite of Avenal, Xings Cowxty, heac
vetitioned the Railroad Commiccien Tor an oxder cuthorizing it to
Increase 1ts rates for weter sexvice.

The application clleges that the ccmpany has kad dif_'ﬁ.-
culty ir odtalning an zdecuate water supply for the cqmmz:.ity', but
hos mow entered Into an sgreement with the Sténdard Qir Compeony of
Califorzie, which provides Tor the delivery of a surplus supply of
weter to applicant. It is further alleged that the delivexry of
thlz water will increase applicantrs oibcrating erpenses spproximately
$:.,6oo. per axmu: and the Commission iz asked to authorize an
Increase {n Tatec to cover this edditional expence.

The following rates are reguested:
Yorthly Mirimpy Keter Caarges:

3/4 S Sensasaedsrhessasssy 3.w
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-L% . esencsacacscnanssre 6‘.00
< . . easseasssatennssasrabancnses 8.00
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-eessshsras fPeacsasrbsaraSOa LN 30.00
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Vonthly Quantity Rates:

Tirst SO0 cu. ...1:., pea:- 100 cubic L20Ctecccanns
0ver N0 T

Mom:hlv v Tlat fca'te-

Zach service comneCtioficsancecnccccnsccncena 4}3.00

A public hearing on this proceeding was held before
Expninex Saﬁterwh;te st Lvenal.

Thiz water syctem was Installeld in the early paxrt of 1950
to zerve the new tomncite of Avexzal, located in the Zettleman Fills
oil field. The water supply 1z now odtaimed Ifrox & 606-root well,
which is leased fram the Standard OLl Company of Celiformia ot $1.00
per year. The wWater is Lifted by ¢ deep well pump discharging
directly imzto the distribution system, the excess being stored in =
50,000-gallon concrete reservolr loceted or the nfllsilde above the
‘town. There are oighty-zix consumers being served at precent Irom
the sys‘cem, eleven of which are metered.

The rztes now in effect woere established by +his Commis-
sion by 14c Deciciom XNo. 22054, dated Jaxnuary 29, 1930, and sre as

Tollowe:

‘ SLAT RATE
.,,2.00 per month for each- service cornecticn, payﬁble In
sdvence.
LETER 2ATES

To be gpplied iz Ifew of flat rete 2t the option of elither
the conzumer oxr %the carm...na'.

Yoxthly Winixmm Charse
5/8 mCh. memr.....---------.-.---.--- $2.00
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-._-........‘.-.-‘-.-’...-.- R s.oo
SO GOssssssebdbbaassaseessdesosasas 6.00
;..-..ﬁ‘-...---...‘..-....-_-.‘... 8.00
- e 80w bas ..‘-..v-..-...'.---.-.-. 16000

” ....Q.-....‘.....*..-.-.-...... "m.oo

Zack of the ro*egoing mlenthly inimee Charges™ will entitle
the concumer to the.guantity of water which. that minimzn
monthly cherge will purchase at the fallowing "Nonthly
Qrantity Rates.™ .

Yonthly Quentity Rates:

0= 500 ecudic *eet, ne* 100 cubic feet
Over 0 -




e tectimony chows that the wiier xow bYeing furnished is
ighly mineralized and wholly wasuitable Lor drinking .or cooicins
purposes, although not dangerous to health. The comzumers all 'brmg
in thelr drixizing and cocking water in portadle ‘conf.:amersvrron the
Inductrial water systex ommed by the Standard 04l Compary of Celiforais
and 1% iz Lrom this souxce that applicant now desires to oblain its
weter supply, discamtinuing the use of the precent leaszed well except
:t'o:- emergency purposes. It 1s for this purposze that & comtxact has
been entered Into Dy and detween gpplicont and the said Standa=d Oil
Coxpany, permitting the use oL this water at 2 rate of one and oné—
somth (1.1) cents ver barrel of 42 gailonms, delivered et the Standerd
oLl Company tanke. The transportation of thiz water to applicentrs
rezexvolr will recuire the laying of appmma‘aely 12,000 reet of
zi;inch vipe at am esvimated cost of $5,70C., which fnstollation
applicant 1z ready and willing to meke.

| An Investigavtion of the opersting expencezs znd revenues zndéd
appralsement of the utility's oproperties was made dy Charles Grunsxky,
Chief Engineex for applicant, and by D. E. Sarrous, ome of the Com-
micsion's Eydraulic Mgineers. There were no substantisl differences
in %he ‘;‘igures prezented by the adove engineers on plsnt values and
operaving cozts. Fram the reports of the above enginecers, 1% sypeaxc

that the hiztorical cost of +he waier vropexrties 23 of Decenber 31,1930,

15 £30,654. and that o proper depreciction ammuity therefor is £385.,

coumputed dy the cinking fund method. &t S per cent. The ‘totcl operaving
anéd meintenance expenses Iox the twelve-month period ending Februoxy 1
193%, azmowmnteld to (‘;;4,022.',. with revenves roceivable during =ald

period amowmmting to.$L,904. From the recoxd it aypecars that the
future opercting expernces walch will be incurred throush the uce of

the new source 0F water supply will de approximately £3,206. pex

-




gunun. The great reduction In the cost of repairs to the present
pumping equipment and the eliminatiorn of z large propoxrtion of
present power bdills wWill be ¢0Lfcet by the Increcsed costs necessary
for purchased water which will de delivered, however, by gravity
flow to applicantts reservoir.
e toé:ﬁsi‘t:‘e of Avensl has dbut recently deen opened up vo

settlenent and, although replidly incressing in populaticm, yet ic
s In an early siage ol developmeat. No relturn upon ‘al;e Inxvested
capitel iz expecled or zcked for Dy adplicent atl this Vime; however,
as the arrengements heve been made to zecure o belter zource of
water zupply at the Tequest of the comsmmers, the campaly 2 this
petition zsike that the Increased operating costz which will de
occasioned thereby be taiken cexre of at thiz Time Througd an Increased
rete for water sexvice. A1l comsumers prezent testified that the
oresent zource of water supply was dracilically worthless for their
gexercl household and domestic usec and thet they were :::éady end willie
ing to pay & reaconably Increased charge Ior waver Irom the propoced
source.

The evidence yresented in this proceeding ieads to the
conclusion that the new water supply =Xouwld be acguired and made
'available- to cmsm&s Y appllcant et &z early o date as possidle
and that the »ete proposzed I = Lair and reasomadle :“a.te wmder
existing circumstances and conditvions and will, therefore, be
authorized in the following oxder. |

west Side Naturel Gas Company, a corporstion, naving zade

&0 1ication foT authority to ixncreezse itz rates for water zervice in
the tomasit ve of Aveno.l, K.‘!.ng" Cowntys a pudblic :.w..ing having bem
held the:r:eon., the matter having been duly sudmitied ané the Commiz-

sion now being fully a&vised in the prexmisec,
' IT IS EEREEY FOUXD AS A ‘“‘AC"’ that the rates charged by
-




the West Sice Natural Gas Compalys cornoresiion, Tor water delivered

%o itc consumers are unjust cnd wreasomedle.in oo far as they differ
from the ratesc hereln establizhed and ‘chm:‘ "aﬁe Tates hereln ectadb-
lished are Juct anad reascnadle rotes 4o be charged for such service,
and

Bacinrg this oxder upon the foregoing finding of :act and
upon the further statements of fact contained In the opinion whick
precedes thls oxder,

™ IS EERESY ORDIRED that the Test Side Natural Gas Compaxy,
a corpo‘:ation,‘ be end 1t 5..—.'; heredy ‘auf:.orizéd and directed to Iile
Tith the Rallroad Carmission '.'_::!.‘chiﬁ Tty (56) doys from the date
of this oxder, the following schedule of rates to be charged consumers
in the towasite of Avenal, Xings Co:ﬁzty, for &Il wter delivered o
end after the Tirst dcy of the month lmmediztely following the culting
in of the new water supply axd the discontinuance of the ﬁse of the
existing well source for gemercl service purposes.

LETER RATES

Vonthly infxom Charges: . L
L. 4 b4

3 4- ...--..-.-..-.-..-............. -3.50
T .

l": - . ......--.--..--...-..-...-..-... 6-00
2 - ..--.ﬁ......-.-..-...--....ﬁ-‘.. 8.00‘
3 - - .-..-".--.'...'........‘--.......- l5.w

4 - - P e r  r xx x X R R N R R N 30‘00‘-

Tack of the foregoing "Montily Mdinlmum Charges™ will entitle
the comswmer 40 the quentity of water which that moxinly
ninimam choarge wEll purchase st the following ™ionthly
Quaxtity Zates.™ ‘

Morthle Cuantity Ratecs:

Tirst 500 cRe Lter Der 100 Cle Ileccececaccas

FTLAT RATE i

==
IT IS ZEPERY FURTEEZ IOEZDMD that the rates hereiz estabdb-
iiched chall not become effective unless end wntil Test Side '.ﬂ:amml
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Caz Company, & cofporat;on, shell file with this Comxizsion twvo(2)

certified coples, cluiy executed, oI the Iinal agreement Dy and
botween cal ‘:'Ies?; Si&g l\l'ature.l Gas CQM and Standaxrd 0Ll Compexny
of Calii‘omia, & corporation, providing for the fwrmishing of water
by said oil compa:;y as proposed in the foregoing opinion, said
agreement, amonz other th'mgs, to zet Zoxth the rates té be charged
by s2id Standard 041 Coxpany of C_alii‘ornia for the delivery of said
water %o seld Test Side Natural Gas Compony. '

Tor all cher purposes, the effective date of fhis order
shell be twenty (20} days from and after vhe date hereof.

ated a% San Fremcisco, Celiformis, this /4= day
of April, 1931. |

Uf,.ﬂ*—-vh._-.- i
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Commissioners.




