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Decision No. L3, AL I

BEFORE TEZ RLILROLD COMYISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALITORNIA.

In tke ilatter of the SLpplication of

The Western Union Telegropk Coxpeny :

for an order authorizirg tae dis- Application No. 1717$.
continuarce of its Vvelegraoph office

at% 2ig Creek, Czliformia.

&'&l E- peis > ro: -&Pplic&nto
Z. L. Siderz. L. Scauxrick, Urs. Nellie loore,
rs. W. J. Bouexmeister, J. R. Snedden,
C. 2. Coit, E. S. Birdzell, Z. Rasmuscen,
C. L. Barzes and Zdwaxd A. Lexriott, Protestonts.

2Y TE2 CQLIISSION:

In this proceeding Tzc Western Unioxn Telegraph Compony
Tequests the Railrosd Commission for cuthority o &iscontinue its
telegroph office 2t Big Creek.

A public hearing wes held in tais matier before Examiner
Keznedy &t Big Creek on April 28, 1931, ot which vime full onportunity

wes ziven interested pc::%ies to be heard, and the nmatter was subtmittel

A. E. Xey, District Superintendezt of Tae Testern Tnion
Cozpexny, as & witnecss, presented data 0 show that the annusl grocc
Teceipts of the Big Creek office v.'e'.*.:e $l,695. in 1929 amé $1,352. in
2930. The cnnuzl operating expezces of the office were £1,569. in
1929 and §1,444. 1o 1930, leaving & balonce of §126. in 1929 end a
Geficit of $92. in 1930, The expenses here used reprosent only
the selexy of the local :ze.néze: end local mizcellconeous expensos
end do not include any cxount for supplies, Yexes, supervision,

meintengnce, ete., wailck is estimated to be epproximstely 35% of

the revenues of the office. Recelpts Zrom the Big Creek oflfice
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Lfor the ‘ir.,t taree mon‘.:hs of 1953. amounoed vo ,.:;_LJ.Q. and Lor the same
periods of 1930 end 1929 amounuea. to $159. and "’29., respeétively.
. Mey stated that since the ccmpletion ol its hydro—electrio :;oject'
at Big Creek the Soutiern Celifornias Zdison. Compeny hed g:-ee.tlj Te~
duced 1ts local opera.ting force and dismaniled meny of its bulldings,
with The result that telegrapi receipts heve been materislly Teducel,

at Blg Creex. A “he present time the locel population, other

uha.n. emplo:ree., of the Soutkern California Zdison Go:::pany, is zpproxi-

aately twenty-Tive. |
The San Joaguin and Zesterr Rellroad Company has & private
line from Big Creek %o Tresno, Over Walch emerzency messsges may be
sent. ’.Ehe' Southern C&liromie. Zdison Coampany has its own private tele-~
phone s:'rsten'z et Big Creek exd lines detweexn Big Creek and outside points.
e Testern Unfon Company proposes, 12 1t is permitted %o
close its Big Creek office, %o open a seasonsl office at Huntimgton
Zeke, about Zour miles distant from Big Creek, where consideradle
‘E:elee;raph businoss originates du:inaw tae summer months, Telegrazs
from 3ig Creek to the proposed Zuntington Lake telegraph oftice could
be sent via the Forest Service '@ele;hone lice. The record shows
thet telegreph méssae;esf wran Big Creek mey be. sent over the Forest
Service line to North Fomk, themce over the lines of the Bigelow
Telephone Campeny to Clovis, where commection with telegraph azd
telephone lines is effected. Tais moute for telegraph messeges
was odbjected to on account of poér toansnission, interruptions due

to the Forest Service linme being down and because the Bigelow Tele-

phone Company service 1s not continuous.

 Severel citizems of Big Creek protested the abendonment
of the Big Creek telegraph office, steting thet 1t would resvlt iz
personai inconveﬁience ené detrirzent to business.

Alter = careful consideration of the testimony defore us
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in this matter, it is apparen% that continuance of the telegrap:z

office &t 3ig Creek Is not justified and the order following will

provide for 44c zbandonmert.

S22

mhe‘veste*n Uzion Telegreph Compaxy having made applica-
tion for cuthority.to discontinue its telegraph office at Big Creek,
& public heaxring niving beex held, the matter baving beer submitied
and now being ready for decision,

The Railroai Comxission of the State of Californis neredy
finds 2s o fact thét The Testern Uaioxn Telegrop: Company should be
grenteld autzority to discontinue its Big Creek telegraph office azd,
basing tals opiniox on the foregoing finding of fact,

7T IS EERTETY ORDERED that The Western Tnion Telegrapk Com=
Pany mey Qiscontinue its Big Creek telcgrap: office on or belfore
Tuly 1, 19%%. | |

For all other purposes tre ef ective date of this oxrler
shall ve twenty (20) days from and after the date hereos.

Dated at San Francizco, Californis, this L

Cey of May, 193l.
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Coxmissiozers.




