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Decision No. oL .

EEFORI TEE RAIIRCLD COIMISSION OF

In the Latter of the Application of +he
City of Zawthorne, California, 2 luni-
cipality, for an Order Autioriziag +tae
Installation of Eighway Crossiags across
the Reilroad of the Pacific Zlectric
Railwey Company in seid City.

Lpplication No. 17234.
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T. A. Jones, lfayor of EZawthorne, for
Applicant.

C. W. Cornell, for Pacific Zlectric Rail-
way Company, Protestant.

CARR, COMMISEIQNER:

The City of Eawthorne has petitioned the Commission for
authority to0 construct Delawere Avenue and Eawthorme Way (Plaoze
Squere) at grade across the track of Pacilic Electric Railwey Coﬁr
pany, To relocate the grale crossing of Yew York Avernue and to widen
vhe grade crossing of Carolina Avenue in said city.

A pudblic hearing on tals application was held in Los
Anzeles on liay 7th, 1931, at walch time the matter was duly sub-

mitted.

Pacific Tlectric Rellway Company's single itrack Redondo

Beach viz ZEawthorne Line, extending in a general morth snd south
Girection through the City of Zawthorze, is constructed in private
right of way between the two parallel rozdways oL Zawthorne Avenue.
The streets involved in this proceeding extend in a genmeral éast
and west directlen, or at right angles to the railway company's
right o way. |
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Delaware Avenue, &% +4he present time, 1z constructed on
either side of Eawthorne Avemue bu® is not constructed across the
railwey company's track. The frontage aloxg Eowthorne Avemue iz

the vicinity of Delaware Avemue is devoted Lo business purposes.

The territory alozg Delaware Avenue esst of Tawihorne Avenue is

fairly well developed recidenvially.

The neorest crossizg to the nosth of Delaware Avenue iz
New Yorx avenue, 2 distance of one-quarter mile, while the near-
e¢si.crossing to the south is Rwosecrans avenue, a distance of
one=cuarter mile,

Tae record shows that there is e fair amount of inter-
cormunicetion Of traffic desiring %o resch one or the ovher road-
ways of Zawthorne Avenue at Delaware Avenue, which traffic is re-
qQuired to drive ome-helf mile for such purpose.

The mailwey compeny's track at Deleware Avenus is
approzximately two feet abvove the easterly roadway of Eawthorne
Avenue and one and one-half feet szbove the westefly roadwa§ or

aicd avemue. To comstruct o Crossing at Delawere Avenue without
lowering the track or raising the roadway of Eawthornme Avenue,
would establish & westerly approach grede ol gpproximately 10 per
cent. An approach gredient of 10 per ceat ic not conducive %o
safe travel and good engineering practice would dictate thet a
gradient not iz excess of 5 per cent should be Tocuired. The city
Proposes 1o pave the approsches to the Delaware Avenue crossing
with 01l macadam to & width of 40 Teet, which type of pavizg would
require 2 crossing equal or superior o Standard No. 2, as speci-
fied in this Commission’s Gezeral Order No. 72.

New York Avenue, east of Zawthorme Avenue, is approximate-
1y 100 fect souti of New York Avenue west of Zewthorne Avenue. The
present crossing over the railway track, 20 Zeet wide and iz poox

condition, is located morth of New York Avenue west, 50 that moithew
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street is in aligament witk the crossing. The c¢ity reguests per-
mission to relocate the croscing, so as 0 be in direct alignment
with New York Avenue east, and to widen same 0 correspond With the
width of the street. Tae record shows that the present New Torxk
Avenue crossing has heex used d¥ the public in excess of ten years
ané that its presentv width 1is inadecuate. Inesmuch as this is an
existing crossizg of iradecuate width and in poor coandition, it
appears reasonadble to permit 1t to be relocated and widenmed and
that the cost of same ve a_portiqned in accordance with the usuel
policy, waica provides that tne reilroad bear the cost of con-
strucving that portion of vhe crossing located between the rails
and two feet outside tizereof, and the ciiy +he remsinder.

The crossing at Cerolinz Avenue east over he railwa& com=
vany's track is 24 feet Iin width, while the ztreet between property
lines is 60 feet in width. The ¢ity now desires %o widen the ¢ross-
ing to conform to the width of the street. Applicant contends that
the widtk of <vhe present ¢rossing is inadeguate and is hazardous,
inasmuch 25 it 13 not in conformity to the width of the street. Tho
Caroline Avenue ¢rossing was granited Y7 the Commission's Decision
No. 3466, dated June 28%th, 1916, on Application No. 2353. This ¢cross-
ing heving been in existence Zor approximately 15 yeers, it would ap-
year reasonable to apportion the cost of widening in accordance wita

thq usual policy.

Zawtaorne Tay (Plaze Scuare), extending in a gencral east

and west directiozn, is comstructed through Eawthorne Circle between
Hawthorne Avenue and Birch Avenue, a distance of two short blocks.
 In Eewthorne Circle are located a theatre, the City Zall, Fire.De-
partment and Police Deparitment buildinge. Ballona Avenue, perallel
to and approximetely 250 feet south of Zawthorne Tay, is az Improved

street and is construcied across the railwey company’s track. The
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Tracik at Ballonea Avenue waz lowerel at the time the cross was
opened, so as 0 provide lizht approach grades, and the crossing is
protected by a Stazdard No. I wigwag.

It appears that the city desires %o open Eawthorne way
across the railroad track, so that southbournd trafzic, desiring to
enver Eawthorne Avenue Irom Eswthorme Way, would not de reguired to
drive south on the easterly roadway of Eowihorne Avenue %o Zellona

Avenue before crossing to the westerly roadway of Eawthorze AVERUe.

The necessity of this crossing for use of %the fire and police de~

Pertaoents was stressed. 4n exit from EZewihorne Circle enters
Ballona Aveaue at e point epprorimetely 250 feet eact of Hawthorne
avenue, so that iV Ls possidle for southbound traffic %o reach Few-
thorne Avenue by means of this exit and Dellona Avenue with'p:ac-
tically no inconvenience.

ter carefully cénside:ing all of the evifence in this
Proceeding, it is concluded that public convenience znd necessity
require the opening of Delaware Avenve at grade acréés racific
Zlectric Railwey Company's track; the relocation and widening of
the New York Avenue c¢rossing; and vhe widening of the Carolina Ave-
nue crossing; and do not require the opening of Eawthorne Tay o¢ross
the railroed track.

The Ifollowing form of order is recommended.

A public hearing having been held om the above entitled
proceeding, the matter having been submitted, ané the Commission
being fully edvised,

IT IS ZEREBY ORIZRZD taat the City Council o the Civty of
Zawthorne, State of Califorriz, is heredy authorized to construct
Delawere Avenue at grade and %o relocate ané widen New York Lvenue
end widen Carolina Avenue azcross the treck of Pacific Tlectric Rail~
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way Company &t the locations set forth in the application znd as

shown by the map (Sxhidit "AT) attached thereto, subject to the

following conditions, and not otherwise:
(1) The above crossings shell be identifie d as follows:

Coroline Avenue = Crossing No. 6RD-14.71
Yew Yorx Avenue - Crossing No. 6RD-15.02
Delawere Avenue - Crossing No. 6RD=15.25

The entire expense 0 comstructing crossing

No. 6RD~-15.25 shall be borne by applicent. The
expense ol widening crossings Nos. 6RD-14.71
end 63D-15.02, bvetween the reils end tw Lfeot
outside thereof, shall be borme by Pacific Zlec-
tric Railway Company exd the cost of widening
outside of limes two (2) feet outside of the
ralls shall be borme by applicant. The cost of
maintenance of those poriions of said crossings
outside of lines two (2) feet outsidle oF the
‘reils shall be borme by applicant. The meintenance
of thosce portions of the crossings between lines
two (2) feet outcide of the rails sh2all be borne
by Pecific Zlectric Railway Compeny

The c¢rossings herein:authorized shall e con-
structed of widths to correspond to the widths

of the streets and in each case at an ansle of
nizety (90) degrees to the railroad and with
grades of approach not greater then five (5) per
cent; skall de constructed equal or superior to
type shown as Stendard No. 2 in our Ceneral Order
NXo. 72; shall be protected by Standard No. 1
crossing signs, as specificd in our Genersl Order
No. 735, and shall in every way be made cuitable
for the passage thereon of vehicles and other
road vraffic.

frior to the begimning of actusl construction of
crossing No. 62D=-15.02, hercin authorized, the City
of Zawthorze shall file with this Commission a
cervified copy of an appropridte’ordinance or reso-
lution, duly and regulerly passed, instituting ell
necessary steps to legally abandon and effectively
close the existing pudlic grade crossing in The
vicinity of New Vork Avenue and identified &5 cross-
ing No. 63D=-14.98. Tpon the completion of the
crossing aerein authorized and upon 1%s being opened
To public use and travel, sald crocsing No. 62D~14.98
skall be legally abandoneld and effectively closed %o
public use and travel.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days therealter,
notily vhis Commission, in writing, of the completion




o the installavion of said crossings, md.of its
compliance with the conlitions hereor.

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse and de-
- come void 1 not exercised within one (1) year from
the date hereoofl, unless further time is granted by
subseguent order.

(7) The Commission reserves the right to meke such fur-

. ther orders, relative ¥o the loecation, construction,
operation, mzintenance and protection of saié ¢rosz-
ings, as to 1t may seem right and proper, and to re-
voxe 1ts permission if, ia 1ts Jjudgment, pubdblic con-
venlence and necessity demond such action.

I? IS ZERTBY ZURTEZR ORDERED that the above entitled
application, im 30 for as it relates to Hawthornme Yay (Plaza
Square), is hereby denied.

| The effective date of this order shall be iwenty (20)
days from and after the date horeor.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved
and orédered Liled as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Conm-

mission of the State of California.

Dated at San Frencisco, California, this /%VZQﬁf day

of May, 1931.

Commissioners.




