)
In the Matter of the Application of )
the City of Los A.nseles and the )
Southern Pacific Company for appor- )
tiomment of the cost of comstruction )
of an automatic flegman at the grade )
crossing ¢ Sepulveda Boulevard over ) Application No. 17306.
the tracks of the Coast Linme of the )
Southern Pacific Company in the San
Feraando Valley in the City of Los ;
)

Angeles.

E‘rm Rexr anéd C. V. Coxrnell, for Souttern
Pacific Compery.

Xilton Bryan and J. 0. Marsh, for City o:C
Los Axgeles.
BY THZ COMMISSION:

C2INION

The City of Los Angeles ané Southern Pacific Company
Petitioned the Commission for an order apport’ioning the ¢0s3t% of in-
stelling an autom tic flagman £or the protection of the grade ¢ross-
ing of Sepulveda Boulevard with the tracks of Southem Pacific Con-
Pany In Sen Fernando Valley, in tb;e City of los Angeles.

'A. public hea::-iné on this application was held in Los
Angeles on lay ‘eth, 1931, at which time the matte= was aAuly sub- .
nitted.

The greade crossing of Sepulveds Boulevard was constructed
in 1925 by the City of Los Angeles. 4t the time the crossing was

opened, peither the city nor the railroad considered that special

protection was necessary. Present dey condit ions, however, have

meterially changed this situation and not it is the opinion of doth
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applicants thet there exists & necessity for such protection.

The c¢ity end railroad, therofare, have stipulated as to
the necessity for amtomatic protection at this crossing and, in
the absence of evidence to the contrary, it dDecomes uvnnecessary
furthexr to discuss that phase in the opinion. The only issue to
be dotermined in this proceeding 1s the apportiomment of ¢ost of
the protective device to be installed.

The railroad representatives were of the ¢pinion that the
necessity for automatic brotection was created i)y the increase in
vehiculer traffic over this crossing; also, coatending that the ap-
portionment of ¢ost incidexnt to the installation of automatic pro-
tective devices should follow the seme principle as that adhered to
by the Commission in epportioning the cost Of coastruw ting grade
separations, namely, 50 per cent to the railroed and 50 per cent to
the pudblic, in this case the City of Los Angeles, as in each case
the money is spent largely for vhe convenience and protection of
the motoring public. Representatives for the Los Angeles Chember
of Commerce, Los Angeles Traffic Association and the Automobile Club -
of Southern Californie more or less concurred in this contention.
Counsel for the City of Los Angeles, however, 4did not subscride to
this theox»y but, on the other hand, took the position that the rail-
road shouwld deaxr the entire expense of providiag this protection,
on the ground that 1% is ax ex:_f.sting crossing and that it waz the
Tailroadts odbligation t0 protect it.

It always has been the policy of the Commission to assess
the ¢ost of p:ov:;d;ng protection at grade cressings in accoxdance

with the equities in each individuwal instance. In the present case,

we heve & condition in which the safety for the movement of ver icular’

traffic across a main line railroad requires special protection, 10t

because of any change in the character of operation of the railroed

but because of a change in the highway situation, drought about dy
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the development of Sepulveda Boulevard by ¢ity authorities. TFoo
this reason, we are of the opinion that the c¢ity has a definite ob-
ligation in this case to barvicipate in the cost or effecting such
' special protection.

On the other hand, we are not wmmindful of the wal
established principle that a railroed has a contiauing obligation
To Teduce to a minimum the hazards at sll points o2 hishwéy Cross=
irgs with 1ts lime. Because of the obligations and responsibilities

o2 the part of both parties im this case, we are of the opinion that,

in fairness, the cost of instelling the necessary protection at this

crossing should be divided equally betweern the =ailroad and the ¢ity.
The cost of meintaining this protection therearter should de assessed
to the railroed and the order herein will S0 provide.

4 public hearing having been held iz the above entitled
Proceeding, the matter having been duly submitied and the Commis~
sion being fully adviseq, |

IT IS EERERY ORDZRED that Southern Pecific Company shall
install a Standard No. 3 wigwag, as specified in Gemeral Order
No. 75 of this Commission, for the protection of the grade crossing
of Sepulveda Bouleverd and the tracks of its Coast Line (Crossing
No. 2=453.9), in the City of Los Angeles, 0 be completed on or de-
fore July 30th, 1931, subject to the followinmg conditioms:

(1) The entire cost or installing said wigwag shall
be borze equally by the City of Los Angeles and

Southern Pacific Company, applicents herein.

(2) The maintensnce of said wigwag shall be borme by
Southern Pacific Company.




(3) The Commission reserves the »right to make
. such further orders, relative to %the pro-
tection of said crossing, as to it mey seenm
right and proper or &3 public convenience
ané necessity may demarnd.

The effective date of this order shall de twenty (20)

days from the date hereot.
~, ~ Dated at San Francisco, Californisa, this M day

of g — . 1931.
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