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2EFORE TEE RAILROAD COldx."ISSION OF TZE

In the Matter of tho Lpplicavion of

TE2 CITY COUNCIL of Albary, Californiz,
DENJAMIN W. LOWRAY, Meyor, Tor an

oxder autaorizing the opvening of & grade
crossing over The .atchlson, Topexa &
Senta Fe Rellway Company »igat of way
on Garfield Avezue Torty (40) Lfeet
casterly from Masonic Avenue.

Application
No. 17329
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L. T. HEarlle, City attorney of the
City of Albany, for Lppliceant.

. T. Brooks, for The Atchison, Topeka &
Senta Fe Railway Counany, Protecstent.

OPINICYN

Tho Council of thre City of LAlvany 2as petitioned the
Rellroed Comzmission Tor an order authorizing the coastruction
of a grade crocsing over the track of The Lichiszon, Topeka
and SaxteTo Reilway Compary at Cexfield Aveaue In sald c¢ity.

L public nearing oz thic application was conducveld by
Sxaminer Zandford at Llbany atv which tTine evidence was +taken,
the natter was duwly scbmitted and 1t 1s now xrolly fox C.c;cision'.

Me QOaklend~Richmond line of the San%ta Fe Rellwey is
laZd out 12 a north and sousth direction throush the City of
Llbony, perallel To and abvout 1500 feet easterly of Sem Padblo
Lvenue, the principel no»th and south thoroughfore. The
business digtrict centers on the intersection of San Pablo
and Solearo Lvenues, Solaxno Avemue bveing tae »rizelpsl east
end west streev. Veriouz o2zv and west streets serving the
residenticl district croscc the Santa Te Railwny, beginning

from the north ¢ity linits in the Tollowing order:




Distance o
Nazme of Strcet Crossing No. =znext crossing Drosent Prdnction
south

Brighton Lve. 2K=5.9 1120 Toct Croszing Sign end Wignes
Portlend Ave. 2%-6.0 61l T ro"
Washington Lve. 2296.1 ceo

Solono Lve. 2Z=6.5

Merin Ave. 2K=5.7 l "

Dartooutk St. EX=6.9 Croszing Sign.m

Garfield Avenue, wialca 4t iz proposed o comstruct, is located
between Irighton Lvenuwe and Portland Avemue. Tho dictance fron
exfleld Avenue to either Brizkton or Portland avenues is 560 fect.

Applicant presented ovidence in support ol 1its petition to the
offect thet agreemcnt 22d beer roached with »roperty omers To coastrucy
Gerfiold Avemue froum liasonic Avermne to Xey Routo Douleverd, moviding
the application is granted, this veing = dlstance of cpproximately TWwo
blocks. Upon the completion ¢f such cozstruction, Goerfield avenue
would form = coatinuous street from Sen Pablo Avenue oz the west to
the Llbany city limits oz the east, connecting directly with Toousend
Oeks Boulevard ir the North Berkeley district. The Tecord shows
that 1% 4s plenned to develoy the district along Gerfileld averue
betweorn Masozic Avenue and Xey Route Zoulevard as & residenticl dls-
trict and that a5 aa asszistance to such develodment tae coastruction
of the proposed ¢rossing would be dosiradle.

Tae ¢i4sy alzo presented & report of . Ward Zeall, one of tre
Commission's engineers, dealing witk public transportetion service
in Albvany. Teis reyort recommenés the desirebility of 2 triel
of common cerrier bus scrvice Ifroam the gemeral vieinity of the inter—
sectlon of Coluse Avemio and Thousand Oeks Zouleverd, westerly v

San Pablo LAvenue. The report further indicates that such service

could be provided at the present time along Poxtland Aveznue to Sex

Pablo Avenue, or in the event this application is granted, along

2.




Gerfield Avenue %o Sen Pablo ivenue. The City of Llbany,
in considering the report,suggested 0 the Commission that at
least until suchk time as Garlield avenuo 1z openod 1t would de
practical from 2 service starndpoint To the community noxta of
Solano Avenue to heave the bus operated along Portlaxnd Avenvo.

The sichison, Topeka & Sante Te Reilway Company'in protesting
the grexting of the applicetion, presented evidernce th;ough itz
Superintendent and Division Szgineer, to0 the elfect toet <the
construction of 2dditionzl grade c¢rossings created additional
hazaxrds t0 the public and that the city was adeaxately served by
the existing grade crossings.

We have carefvlly consldered the —ecoxd iz This moceeding
and are of the opinion that public convenience end necezsity do
not regquire the comstruction of the proposed Garfield Avenue crossing
at grede, as epplied for at this tire. The evidence shows that the
distance vervween The exlsting crossings of Zrigaton and Portland
Avenves is approximately the same 2z the distance between Soloxo
Lvenue end XNerin Avemue, and between arir Avenue &4 Dartmouth
Street, cll of whick are less than one-guerter mile opaxt azd
eppeer to adeqzately serve tae districts. It appears there is 2o
portion of the Ucexritory whick is inaccessidble at tThe prezeztv time
enéd thgt the opening of the »rovosed crossing would scexve merely

s & alight conveniexnce for locel +troflic . Iv also sppears
from e trazsportavtion report referzrod Yo above that public dus
service may dbe rendered eitaer clong Portland Avenue or along
Garfiold Avenue, aznd thet in denying the epplication Tor the
proposed crossing the Commiscion Lo not hindering the estabvlisament

of public transportation sorvice os recommended in suck zeport.
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A public hearing taving been held on The atove entitled

application, the matter baving beon duwly suwbmitted and the Commisszion




being now fully eadvised,

IT IS =EREBY ORDERZED that this application be end the same

iz heredby deoxled.
Tho elffective dato oF this order 1s nereby Tixed as twentr

(20) days from the date hereofl.
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Deted at Sen Franciszco, Celiforniz, tais 2277\ day of
June, 193l.
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