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Decision No. Z

"q.d b A T A A um \........__

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION O0F T=X STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application

of SACRAVINTO NORTZERN RAILWAY

for pexmission to discontinue street Application No. 1l74l&.
car service in the City of Chico,

Butte County, and vieinity thereof,

L. N. Bradsihew, Attorney, for Applican<,
Jerone D. Peters, City Attoraey, for City
o2 Chico, Proveston<.
BY THE COMMISSION:

C2INIOXN

In this application, Sacramento Northern Rallwey regues+is
euthority 40 discontinue street railway service in, anld in the vicine
ity cof, the City of Chico.

A public hearirg, held a%t Chico on June 22, 1931, was
conducted by Examiner Wilii

Sacramento Northern Railwey operates axn interurdan electiric
line between San Francisco and Sacramento Valley points, the no-thexly
terminus 02 the line being iz the City of Chico. This interurbax
line ensers the city along Park Avenue and Main Street and the Invter~
urban passenger sexvice terminates &% First Strcet. The sexvice
which the compeny proposes %o éiscontinue 1s the.local street car

operation in part alorg the maiz lire tracks of the interurdan line

and along ax extension of this line on the Esplanace into & residence

section known as Chico Tecino outside 4he City of Chuico, also local

street car service now operated along the track leading into the plant
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of the Dieamond Matek Ceompeny on 16%th Street end Del Nozte Streect in

the southexrly pert of the ¢citye. The entire local sexvice iz pro-
vided bi two One-man 2Zirney +type cars.operating on a lS-minute
headway besween € A. M. anéd 6 P. M., alterntte cers running to the
plant o the Diaxond Mater Company. Af%er 6 P.M. but one car is
used, furzishirg kal? hour sexvice wntil 1l P. M. AL of the
tracks over whlich such sexrvice is opextted are &lso used for intore-
usban or rreight purposes and in the event the street car service
iz adandoned the company will contiznue % maintein the tracks for
itz other operations.

Exhidbits Tiled at the heexing skow that the Teveruos frox
tre sitreet car service have been stealily decreasing Tor & zumbex of
veers, receipts from this service deing £7,897. in 1930, while the
out-of-pocket cost 0F operstion amounted to $il,949., leaviig the
company & ned loss of $4,052. for ithe year.

From a supplementary stetexent filed at the reguest of the
City of Chico, 1% appears there hes been some slight profit in the
freight business hendied iz end out of tae Civy of Czico, %he esti-
neted net reveaue for 1930 beling $678. mee operations of the
compeny over its entire system, however, are not profitable; the 1ot
opereting results for the yeer 1930 showed & loss of S407,841.77.

Tac fere charged on the local street cars is Iive cents;
the leagth of the line heing 2.7 miles, with_the business seciion

2 +the City of Chico located near the middle of the lire. From &
count of the number of passexgers using the sexvice, takez cduring &
two~weeksperiod iz February and Maxrch of tkis year, 1t appears taet
the avercge numbder of passengers per day was adbout 400 end tze
aversge passengers per. trip was 3.42. The heavier travel is on
week days, tte numder of pascengers uslng the service on Sunday be=-

ing 266.




The City of Chico protected the grenting of the applice=-
tion and a number of witneszes testified as to the necessity for

tte service and their own individual use 07 trhe street cars. Iz

addivion to the witnesses who testified, some 50 or 60 other per=

sons were preseat at the hesring. The City also filed a copy of
a pevivtion siguned by some 500 residents of the vicinity addressed
to the City Council, requesting thet body %o oppose the epplication.

From the testimony, it appears that there is consideredle
need for some locel street car sexvice anmd 4if it 43 possidle to
Provide such service without an actual out-oL-pocket loss, the
Commission 1s of the opinion that such sexvice should be furnishee.

A numbér 0f witnesces testified thoy would be satisfied
witk a reduced service. If suck a sexvice can de meintained that
will supply the absolute public necessity fTor s:reet caxr transpor=
tation and at the sexe time pay actuel ount-of-pocket costs, 1t should
be proviéded.

The present sexvice recuires approximately 200 cexr hours
o operation per week. It appears thet the traffic does not war=
rant the operation of night service or Sunéay service. The operating
of one car o2 a half=hour schedule for & period of 12 hours per day
for six days a week would require 72 car hours o operation, or 36
per cent of that now provided. Qut=0f-pocket coct of operation
varies elmost directly witkh the c¢ar hours and such a reduced sexvice
could be provided for approximately $4500. per year IL slightly
more than helf of the present riders could bde retalined bﬁ providing
such & sexvice the reveaue would appvroximately pay the out-of-pocket
coste

Before authorizing complete adbandonment of sexvice as

proposed in the applicétion, the Comuission dbelieves thet a trisl




of such reduced service should de made. If at the end of &
reoasonable test period it still appears that the service 1s not
being supported in sufficient volume to werrant its continued
operation, the Commission will again give consideration to an
eppropriete application for complete abandonment, and the follow~

ing order will so provide.

A public hearing heving deexn had before Examiner

Villiams and the matter having been sudmitted,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERZD that Sacrazento Northern Rallwey
Company is hereby authorized to reduce its locel street cer ser-
vice in end in the vicinity of the City of Chico vo provide ap-
rroximately thirty-minute frequency along The Zsplanade, Main
Street and Park Avenue for twelve hours {fally except Sundey,
provided, however, applicant may entirely discontinue service
over the dranch lime to Diamond Match Company plant and may
amend itz tariffs accordingly in conformity with the rules of
the Commission.

The company shall notify <the public of such chexnge
of ope:étiéns by postinslnotice in all cars operated iz the
local sexvice 2or & period of not less thean ten (10) days prior
to the effective date of the changee. T

The zuthority herein authorized is contingert upon
1ts being exercised within 6ne year froxm the date hereof.

The Commission reserves the righ*t to make such fTurther

=ders in this proceeding as to it may seem just and proper.
The effeciive date 0f this oxder shall de twenty (20)
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days Zrom the date hereol.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ﬂ/d day

ot —Qm// ., 1931.
J ¢

7 .
Commissioners.




