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In the Matter of the Application of )

TIR WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPLNY )

for permission to increase rate appli- ; Application No. 17282.
)

Vi

cable to the tramsporiation of logs
from Cromberg to Loyalton, California.

7. N. Bradshaw, for The Western Pacific Rallroad
company, appilcant.

A. Larsson, for the Nivley-stoddard Lumber Compeny
end Clover Valley ILumber Company, protestants.

EARRIS, Commissloxer:

This is an apolication filed B>y The Western Pecific
®weilvoed Compeny under Section 63 of the Pubdlic Utilities Act
for permission VYo incresse the rave charged for the transporta-
tion of logs in carlosds, mimimux 7,000 feet, Irom Cromberg to

Toyalton from $1.40 to $1.75 per thousand feet. The rate is

now pudlished as Item 231€ Iin epplicant's Freight Tarifl No.
36~F, C.R.C. No. 257.

A pubiic heering wes zeld at Sen Franclsco June 2,
1931, enéd the matter sudbmitited. TUpon the urgent request of &
shipper who was unabdble to atiend on Juse 9tk, the proceeding
wes reopened and further testimony wes received on June 26,
1931. The préceeding is row ready ror ax opinion and order.
The Nidley-Stodderd Lumber Coxpany and the Clover Valley Lum-

ver Company intervened in opposition vo the proposed adjust=-

ment.




L traffic witness for applicant testified that the
present Tate of §1.40 was published Jonuary 14, 1929, & reduc—
tion from $1.75, the basis to which it is mow desired %o restore
the rete. The reduced rate of $1.40 wes granted to meet aﬁ emer—-
gency situation caused by e destruction by fire of mill proper—-
%ies et Cromberg In Junme, 1928. A4t the time the change was accom-
plished interested skippers represented that the volume of the Jogs
to de tranmsported would approximate 20 or 25 nillion feet per an-
num, or about 1S carloeds per day. Ap exhibit presented at the
hearing showed the movements for the years 192¢ and 1930, and at
no time during this period was there an average of 15 cars per day.
Tn %he momth of January, 1829, there were but 48 cars, end the high=-
est movement wes in May, 1929, whem 229 cars were rarwarded. The
smallest mumder was in November, 1930, when but 27 cars were ship-
ped. The haul involves & total of 36.6 miles, Including 1l milex
over s branch line. Nost of the territory is mountainous and ex-
pensive to operate, there 1s no traffic on the braanchk line frowm.
Hewley to Loyalton except forest products, and.trains'are opera=
ted only three times a week. The testimony clearly indicated that
the revepue secured for the tramsportation of these 1ogs was Iin-
sufficient to meet even the out-of-pocket operating costs.

The rate of $1.75 now proposed is merely a restoration
of the Tate originelly in effect, and this rate was shown to be
Jowex ?han practically all log rates for the seme distamce haul
in the Mountain-Pacific states, where lumber operztions are of
magnitude.

The representative for the proiestants objected to the
proposed cance Llation, principally upon the ground that the Tom—
ver industry was in & depressed condition and could not conven-

jently afford to pay the additional ckharges. There is nc showing
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that the proposed rate is per se wrressonable or that it is hﬁgher
then the standard of rates in effect for like distance keul in
the same gereral terriioxy.
Upon consideration of all the facts of record we arxe
of the opinion sxd find that the application sbould be granted
and the rete increased Irom $1.40 %o $L.75 per thousand feet.

T recommend the following form of ordex:

ORDER

This epplication having been duly heard end submitted,
£ull investigation of the matters and things involved having been
hed, end basing this ordexr on the findings of fact and the con-
clusions conteined in the opiniom preceding this order,

TT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the applicationm ‘o:r The West~
e=n Pacific Railrosd Company be and the same is hereby granted,
end epplicant is permitted to camcel the carload rate of $l.40
per thousand feet, minimum 7,000 Teet, in Item 2318 of its Freight
Parift 36-F, C.R.C. 257, =nd publish the proposed rate of $1.75
per thousand feet veferred to in the opinion preceding this or-
der, which seid opinion is msde a par? hereof.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredby adopted as
the opinion and order of the Commissicnm. “

Dated et Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this '3% day

o%, 1931. -
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commigsioners.




