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Decision Ko. 2~~030 
--~~~~~-------

BEFOP.E TBZ Rl~IL.-qOAD Cm.~!ISSION OF T}:E STAT'E OF Clu.I!?ORNIA 

) 
In the Matter of the Application or ) 
LOS ANC:eLES & SALT LAKE RAILROAD COM- ) 
P~~'~, a corporutlon, tor Authority, J 
under the Provisions of Section 43 of ) 
the Public Utilities Act, to Construct ) 
and thereafter to Maintain and. Operate ) 
a double tr~ck line of Railroad from ) 
a connection with its San Pedro Branch 
at Engineer's Station 768+00.37 on ) 
said Branch, thence in e general south-) 
~c3terly direction over, along ond ) 
o.cross certain public hishways in the ) ,:,~::pplice.tion No. 17370. 
Cities of Los Angeles and Long BCQch ) 
~d the County of Los Angeles and the ) 
L1nes of Railroad of the Pacific Elcc- ) 
tric Railway Company and the Southern ) 
Pacific Company, and terminating $outh-) 
erlyat a connection with its existing) 
line of Railroad in the vicinity of a ) 
viaduct on Anaheim Street cOl'lstructed ) 
over Dominguez DrQinaee Channel in tho ) 
City of Los Angeles. ) 

-----------------------------------) 
A. S. Halsted, Mo.lcolm Davi:3 and E. E. 

Bennett, for Applicant. 

Beach Vasey, D0~Uty City Attorney, for 
the City of Lo~g Beach. 

F=ank KarT and R. E. Wedokind, tor 
Southern Pacific Co~pany and P~cific 
Electric Railway Co~pany. 

JI:>hn R. Berryman, Jr., for Los l1llgeles 
County Grade Crossing Committee. 

BY TEE C01~':ISSION: 

The above e~tit10d application was filed by the Los 

l~eles ~nd S~lt Lake Railroad Company for authority to relocate 

that portion of its Sa~ Pedro harbor branch through the business 

section of the City of Long Beach by constructing a double track 
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~in line railroad fro~ a connection with the existing line at a 
point approxi::na. tcly 1,500 teet south of Riooo Stat:!.on, in the 

Cou:ty of Los Angeles, thence in a general southwesterly direction 

to another connection with the line in the vic1nity of the Anaheim 

Street Viaduct over the Dominguez Drainage Channel in the City of 

Los Angeles. 

A public he~ring on this application was conducted be-

tore Examiner Kennedy ~t Los Angeles on August 14th, 1931, at which 

time the ms:~ter waS duly subtt.1 tted. 

The proposed line vnll replace that portion of applicant's 

San Pedro Branch which pusses through the C1ty of Long Boach on 

California Avenue, :~amitos Avenue and Ocean Avenue. Ocean Avenue 

is one of the principal business streets 01' Long Beach and present 

tic cond1tions make the existence o~ a steam railroad thereon very 

00 jectionable. 

The Co~i::.sion, by its DeciSion No. 14059, dated Septe:r:l-

ber 15th, 1924, on Application No. 9694, granted to the Los Angeles 

an~ Salt Lake Railroad Company permission to construot its so-called 

Long Beach cut-off line !rom Q pOint approximately one-half mile 

north of Burnett Station, southerly to ~ connection with its existing 

San Pedro Branch near the BQdger Avenue dr~wbridge, crossing the 

channel between tho Los Aneeles ~nd Long Beach harbors. The compQny 

did not proceed with thi::> construction and a new cu wf't line is now 

proposed, as showc in the instant application, which is 7.58 miles 

in length and estimated to cost cpproximately $2,000,000. 

The line passes through sections of the Cities of Los 

Angeles and Long Beach, as well as a portion ot the unincorporated 

section of Los Anseles County, crossing various streets and roads. 

The proposed plan provides for the construction of two grade separa-

tions in the City of Long Beach and four srade separations in the 
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: · · · · 

County or Loe ~~eelez, the details boing set forth in the tollow-
ins table: 

· · · · 

GRADE SEPJ::?.ATIONS 

. . 
Width : Est1- · .. 

· · Political : Roac~siae-: ~ted 
,:---=S;.:;u;;:;b..;d;.;i_V..;;;1~$..;;;1..:;O.;;;:l~..:;.: __ .....;;;s..:.t;;;.r ... o ... o..:.t __ .....;.: _T~yp ... e.--o.;;;,.f;;;....S.;.....;.;tr~·,;;;.l.lc_"' ... " u_r;;.e~: _w..;..a;;;;yl(.,:;..:w;.;.;8.;;;l::;;k;;:.s;..:;..: __ C;;.;o;;.;s;;.;t~:' · · 
C 1 ty of long Beach long Beach Elva. 97'Thr.Pl.Girder 70' 2-7' $ 39,340. ". 

Co. 
" 
". 

" 

". " " Willow St. 92.5' " " " 70' 2-5' 55,590. of los Angeles Cherry Ave. 94.75'" " " 50' 2":'7' 43,110. " ". " Orange Ave. 84 .. 5' " " " 56' 2-7' 51,300. " ". ". Atlantic Ave. 100' " " " 66' 2-7 f 113,950. " " " Perris Road 2-7Z.l7'Deck Pl." 2-30' 2_7' 97,920. 

It is proposed to cross Carson end Wilmington Streets, in 

the County of Los ~selee, at grade. Tho record shows that these 

~tl"'eets are not of major importance, carrying only a moderate vehi-

cular trarfi~ and that automatiC protective devices should arrord 

a=ple protection at these loc~tlons .. 

It also is proposed to close a number 01" unimportant 

streets at the point where the rail lino v:111 cross in the Cities 

ot long Beach and Los Angeles, as well as in the co~nty, these 
streets being as follows: 

In tho City of Lons Beach: 
J~ckson Street, Rooe Avenue, Peace Street, Ele 
Avenue, 49th Street, locust Avenue, 48th Street, 
Ruth Avonue, Virginia Avenue, alley between 
C~1sh~ Avenue and Ruth Avenue, alley between 
~uth Avenue and Virginia Avenue, alley between 
Virginia Avenue and PaCific ~venue, PacitiC 
Avenue, Spring Street, Canton street, 29th Street, 
Columbia Street, Hill street and Eobson Avenuo. 

In the County of Los .Angeles: 
bominguez Street, Cameron ~troot, Lincoln 
street and l~lington Street. 

In the City o~ Los An~eles: 
HoSson Avenue ana ~lectric Avenue. 

1'::'. Ii. F. Holley, ASSistant Chiot Engineer of' the Auto-

mobile Club of Southern Ca11fornie, testified in behalf of the Los 

,Angeles Count~~ Grade Crossil'lZ Committee relativel to the necessity 
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tor grade sepa=ations at various pOints alo~g the proposed line, 

i~ connection with studies tor the future opening of major traffic 

arteries, n~ely, los l~gcles Street, Pacific Avenue, Pico Street 

and State Street. Mr. Holley was of the o!'1nion that steps should 

be taken to procure, at this time, any necessary property or ease-

~ents that will be needed in connection with future grade separa-

'tions at the above mentioned points. The record shows that no 

definite plans heve been formulated ~s yet for the construction of 

these major tr~ffic arteries. ~1le it is adVisable to look ahead 

and provide for the ~ecessary property in advance of development, 

the COmmiss ion has no definite inforraation before it as to where 

and when these extensions will be effected; therefore, no action 

along this line can be taken with the record before us. 

With respect to the proposed crossing over the tracks ot 

Pacific Electr1c Railway Co:c.pany, the record ShOV1S that there are 

128 scheduled passenger trains being operated daily over the elec-

tric line at the location where it is proposed to install the cross-

ing. From this eVidence, it appears that public convenience and 

necessity re~u1re that such trains be not delayed by the operation o~ 

the freight trains or the applicant over the proposed crossing. 

The applicant concedes the necessity of providing means 

whereby the passenger treffic of PaCific ElectriC Railway Company 

will not be delayed at this crossing and, for that reason, s1gnifies 

its willinsness to protect the said crossing by means ot a manually 

c~erate~ interlocking bl~fit. 

its Sa~ Pedro Branch in tho City of Lone Boach £rom the intorsection 

of 23rd ana California Streets to a pOint near the intersection of 
~\~endoc:i..no Street and. Ocean. Avenue, So cliste.nce of 4.17 miles, there-

by e11m1~ting sixty-one grede crossings and tho operation or train~ 

through the business section of the city. 
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Counsel for applicant advised that it was his opinion that 

franchises tor the new line ~ere necessary in the C1ties of long 

Beach and Los Azselos but not in the County or Los Angelos. App11-

cant has tiled its req,ue=t with both cities for a franchise to cross 

the respective ~treets but as yet no action has been taken by either 

city. 

The City of Long Beach appeared in behalf of applicant, 

t~voring the grantins of this application. Both the City of Los 

Angeles and the COu.:lty of Loe .. '1.ngeles were given notice of: the hear-

ing but neither entered ~~ appearanco. No opposition to the erant-

ing of' the application waG developed at '~he hec.ring. 

After carefully considering all the evidence in this pro-

ceedins, y:e :.r0 of the opinion and hereby conclude that public con-

venience and necessity will be subscrved by the construction of this 

proposed cut-o~f line. 

The abo"e anti tled application having beon filed, a pub-

lic hearing having been held and the Commission being fully apprised 

ot t!le t~cts, 

IT IS B3P.EBY ORDERED th;;;.t '~he Los Angeles and. Sal t La..lce 

R~ilroud Company iz hereby authorized to construct a double track 

main line: 

I. At separated grades over Lone Beach Boulevard and 

~illo~ Street, in the City of Long Beach, and Cherry Avenue, Orange 

Avenue, Atlantic Avenue and Perriz Road (Santa Fe Avenue), in the 

County ot Lo: Angeles, at the locations oore particularly described 

in the application and as Shown by the maps ~~d profiles (Exhibits 

Nos. 1, 2 and 3) introduced in evidence in this proceeding, subject 
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to the rollowing conditions: 

(1) The above crossin~s shall be identified as tollows: 

Cherry Avenue Crossing No. 3A-14.91-B 
Orange Avenue ft ft 3A~15.50-B 
Atlantic l.l.venuc ft ft 3A-15.S9-B 
Lone Be~eh Boulev~d ., " 3A-16.47-E 
Perris Road. ft '" 3A-18.33-B 
~illow Street ft " 3A-20.01-B 

(2) The entire expense of constructing 'che crossings 
shall be born0 by npplicant. The cost of maintain-
ing said crossings i~ good and firct-class condition 
for the safe e.!lcl convenient use ot the public shall 
be borne in accordnnce with an agreement to be here-
after entered into by the interested parties, a 
certified copy of which is to be filed within one 
hundred eighty. (180) days after the date hereof and 
subject to the Co=missionts approval. Should said. 
agreement not 013 filed within the above deSignated 
time, ~~d further time be not granted by subse~uent 
ordc:', said costs will be apportioned by sUlJplemental 
order herein. 

(3) Applicant shall file, prior to the commencement of 
construction, plans showing the proposed separations 
in plan and elevation, including w1dths of passage-
ways, €ra&co of approach, cle~ances und plans for 
drainage and li6hting, which plans shall have the 
approval of the intorested ~artios, and be subject 
to the Commission's approval. 

(4) Said crossings shall be oonstructed with clearances 
cOnfor.ming to the provisions of our General Order 
~!o. 26-C. 

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter, 
~otify this Cozmiss10n, in ~Titins, of the completion 
ot the installation of said crossings and ot its com-
pliance with the conditions hereOf. 

II. .At srade across Carson Street and. W:llmington Street, 

in the County ot Los .Allgeles, at the locations I:l.or~~ particularly 

described in the application and as shown on the maps end profiles 

(Exhibits Nos. 1, 2 and 3) introduced in evidence in this procecd-

ing, subject to the follo"lling,conditions: 

(1) T~e above croc~ings shall be identified as follows: 

Carson Street 
Wilmineton Street 

Crossing No. ~A-1S.05 
Crossir~ No. 3A-18.61 

(2) The entlre expense of conetruct1ns and thereafter 
~i~t~i~ine the c~osSings in good and first-class 
condition, for sate and convenient use of the pub-
liC, shall bo borne by applicant. 
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(3) Said croszings N'os. 3A-18.05 e.nd 31i.-18.6l, shall "ce 
cons~:,ucted ec;.usl 0:" eupe:::-ior to the types,shown as 
Standards Nos. 3 and 2, r(~spectively, in our Gen-
eral Order No. 72, and shall be constructed of a 
width to conform to those pOr"l;io;J,s of' said streets 
now graded, with the tops ot rails flush with the 
pavc:n.en t c.nd wi th grades ()f app:::-oach not exceeding 
tour (4) per cent. 

(4) Two Standard No. :3 wigvtaG~~, as specified in Gen-
eral Order No. 75 of this Co~lssion, shall be 
installed and maintained ror the protection of each 
of' said crossines. The cost of installing and 
thereafter maintaining sai.d wigwags shall be oo::.-ne 
by applicant. 

(5) Applicant stall, vlithin thirty (30) days there-
after, notify this CommiSsion, in writing, of the 
completion of the installation of said crossings I 
~~d of its compliance with the conditions here-
of. 

IT IS r~~BY FU~TEER ORDERED that the 10s Angeles and 

Salt Lake ~ai1road Company shall file with th1s CommiSsion, before 

the co~struction is commenced at the respective crOSSings, a cer-

tified copy o~ any and all franchises grantod by the Cities of 

Long Beach and Los Angele:, aut~orizing applicant to cross the pub-

lie highways involved herein. 

I~ IS EEREBY ~JRT}~R ORDERED that the Los Angeles and 
Salt L~~e Railroad Company is hereby authorized to construct its 

double track at grad/;: across the traclts of Pacific Zlectric Ra11wD:Y 

Company southerly of the intersection of said line of railroad and 

Dominguez Street, County o~ 10s lk~geles, State of California, at 

the loeation more particularly described in the application and as 

shown oy the pro~i10, marked ~xhibit F," attached thereto, ,subject 
to the following cond:l tions: 

(1) The entire ~)xpense of constructing and thereafter 
maintaining the crOSSing in good and first-class 
conai tion sblll be borne by applicant .. 

(2) Applicant shall install, at its own expense, for 
the protection of said crOSSing, a manually oper-
ated interlocking plant in confor.mity with the 
provisions of the CommiSSion's General Order 
No. 53-A, and shall submit plans for said inter-
locking plant to this Commission, for approval, 
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within ninety (90) days after the effective date 
of this order .. 

(3) The entire expense of opera:cins and. main'taining 
said interlockinG plant shall be borne equally by 
th~ tos inB~les an~ Salt Lake Railroad Company an~ 
Paci~ic Elootric Rai~way Company. 

The authorization heroin E,;ran'Cecl shall lapse and become 
void if not exercised \uthin two (2) years !rom the date hereof, 
unless ~urthor tirl6 is c;ran:ted by subseC2.uent order. 

For ~ll other purposes the effective date ot this order 

shall be twenty (20) days fro!: the date hereof. 

The Commission reserves the right to make such ft~ther 

orders, rel~tive to the location, construction, operation, maintenance 

and protection of the crossings authorized herein, as to it may seem 

rie;ht and proper and to revoke 1-ts perm1ss ion it, in its judgment, 

public convenience &nd necescity demand such action. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this Itf.;p, day of 

Septe:::n.ber, 1931. 


