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BEFORE 'Jl:IE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA --~ 

--000---

In the Matter or the_~p~lieation ot ) 
SUNSET RAILWAY COMPANY-tor authority ( 
to close the agency at Fellows, County ) 
of Kern, State or California. ( 

Application No. 17394. 

-~-~----~--~--~~~---~------~-~~~-~~-~-~ 

In the Matter o~ the ~~~1cation or ) 
the RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC. t tor ( 
authority to abandon its agency at 
Fellows, County of Kern, State ot ) 

Applioation No. 17485. 

Calitol"Il1a. ~ 

:R. C. R11lebrand tor A:p~)11cant 111 Application 
No. 17394. 

H. E. Scruggs tor Applicant in Application 
No. 1'1485. 

E. P. !Peck, E. L. Blank and O. P. Goode, in 
propria persona, protesting both 
applications .. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

In Application No. 17394 the SUn:Jet RaUway Company, a 

co%porat1on, has petitioned the Bailroad COmmission tor authority 

to close its agency station at Fellows in Xarn County. 

In Application No. 17485 Railway Express AgencY', Inc., a 

corporation, has requested or the Be.1lroad Commission similar 

authority, the two companies ma1nta1n~ug a joint agency at this 

station. 

A public hearing on the above entitled applications was 

conducted by~mjner Handtord at Bakerstield, the matters were 

consolidated tor the receipt ot evidence and tor deCision, were 
duly submitted and are now ready tor dacision. 

The station or Fellows is locateld approX1lm!ttely six miles 

west or Taft, at which point there is eu.f~o an agency. .A. da1l:r 

treight serv1ce is operated on the,'SUnset Railway as '£ar as Tart 
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and beyond Tart through Fellows a· tr1-weekly local service is 

ottered. 

19~1. 

No passenger service has be,en operated since MQ'lst, 

The railroad company- subm.1 tte,li exb.1bi ts showing the revenue 

received at this station during the year ending July 31, 1931, 

as compared with the revenue rece1vel:!. during the twelve montha~ 

period ending J'Uly 30, 1930. This 19xh1b1 t is, in part, as 

tollows: 

Freight torwarded and Received 

Carloads-:.:cars 
Carload Revenue 
Less-then-carload, tons 
Less-then-carload, revenue 

Yel1r ending 
7/31/1930 

851. 
$ 22:.801. 

397 
$ 1 1.728 .. 

Year ending 
7/31/1931 

, 44 
$ 1,908. 
. 230 
$ 1,146. 

The principal shipments appear to be commodities handled 

in co:cnect1on with the oil industry which 1ndustr,y has, due to 

bUSiness depression, shut down to a large extent in this locality. 

The exhibit also shows that the annual station expense ot main­

taining this agency is approximately $2,500. per year,whereas 

the present less-than-carload revenU6 is but $1,140. per year. 

It is clatmed by applicant, SUnset Railway Com~, that 

the t.reight business at Fellows can be successtully handled by 

the agent at Tart. The railway ottice at Tatt is connected by 

local telephone Wi th the community at Fellows and there is a 

paved state highway between the two points. Applicant cla1ms 

that less-then-carload shipments can be handled in the same 

manner as such shipments are now handled at many other pOints in 

the state. 

Applicant Ra1lw~y Express Agency, Inc., requests authority 

to c~ose its agoncy at Fe~~oW3. In the :past the agent or Sanset 

Railway Company has acted as exp~ess agent at this point on a 

cOmmiss1on baSiS, an~ applicant cla1n~ that 1t has been ~sucoess­

~ 111 obtain1llg anY' 0 ther person to act as 1 ts agent in Tie" o"r 

the small ~ount o~ remuneration. 



The ;.,venue dur1ng the twelve mo:llths enc11ng May 31, 1931, 

on express shipments torwarded and rec'ei ved at Fellows amounted 

to $1,978.00 and the receipts ~or JUne, JUly and August or 1931 

are considerably less than in the corr'9spondiDg months 1n the 

year or 1950. Ex,press matter in and out or Fellows is not 

carried by the trains or the Sunset Ha.1lway Comp8ll.Y but is 

handled by truck. 

Both applieat10ns were protested by several merchants 

doing business in FelloW's, their gener"lal. con ten·t1on being that 

the present depression and lack of' business would be but temporary 

and that Wi th the re-open1ng' 0'£ the oil industry in the viCinity 

there would aga1n be e. need tor an agei:lt at Fellows. None of' 

these merchants was willing to act as II representative of' the 

express company. 

Atter caretully considering the ev1dence in this proceeding, 

the Commission believes that the amoun'c o"t bUSiness ottered to 

the applicant, sunset Railway Company, does not warrant or 

justif'y the expense of' maintaining an l3.gent at this point and 

that, therefore, this application Should be granted. ~e 

Railway Express Agency, Inc., will als~) be granted authority to 

close its agency; since 1 t appears that there is no- ·one available 

to handle the express agency on a part time basis and the emoWlt 

of' business does not warrant the company maintain~ a separate 

agency at Fellows. 

ORDER 

A public hearing having been held on the above entitled 

ap;>licat1ollS, the matters having been d'~y consolidated and 

submitted, ana the Commission being now tully advised, 
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IT IS HEBEBY O:at'ERED that applicant, sunset RailwaY' Comp~, 

a co~orat1on, be and it is herebY' a~or1zed to close its agencY' 

at Fellows, Kern County, and to change its station records and 

taritts accordingly, prov1ded that sai(t station be hereatter 

operated. a.s a. non-agencJr station, 

IT IS EEREBY FO'Rl."HZR OBDEl1ED the~t applicant, Railway' :i!:Xpr&ss 

Agency, Inc., a corporation, be and it is hereby author1zed to 

close its agency at Fellows, Kem County, and to ohange its agencY' 

records and tar1tfs accordingly. 

App11cants shall, w:tthin thirty (30) days thereatter, not1ty 
-. 

this Co:crm1:::sion, 1n wr1 t1ng, ot the abandonment ot the fac1l1t1es 

here1n authorized and ot the1r compliance With the conditions hereot. 

The author1zat1onsherein granted Shall lapse and become 

void. 1t' not exercised Wi th1n one (1) year from the date hereo!" 

unless turtb.er time 1s granted by sub:sequent order. 

The authOrity herein granted shall become erreet1ve on the 

date hereof. 

Dated at San FranCisco, OaJ.1:torn;.a, th1s 6-;!;{Aq ot 


