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Decision No. ----------------
13E'FORE THE RAILROAD CO:rwJISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter ot the Investigation ) 
on the Commission's own motion to ) 
consider certain p~oposed changes in ) 
its Gena~a1 Order No. 36, covering ) 
~egulation in the estab11shment and ) 
abandonment of Depots, S1dings and ) 
Spur Tracks ot Comon Carriers. ) 

------------------------------) 

Case No. 3119 .. 

Mr. Gerald E. Dutty and Yx. W. P. ~u1rk, 
for ~~e Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Ra1lway Company. 

Mr. H. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pacific Com-
pany, Peninsular Railway Company, Visalia 
ElectriC Railrvad Company, Central Califor-
nia Traction Company, Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad Company, San Dieeo and Arizona 
Railway Company and Los Angeles and Salt 
Lake Railroad Company. 

M!-. Frank Karr and E. W. Hobbs, tor Paci1'1c 
ElectriC Railway Company. 

Mr. A. S. Hutchinson, tor ~e Western Paciric 
Railroad Company, Sacramento Northern Rail-
way and Tidewater Southern Railway Company. 

Mr. Joo J. Deuel, tor California Farm Bureau 
Federation. 

Ml'. Edwerd Stern, for the Railway Express 
Agency, Inc. 

SEAVEY, COMMISSIO~~: 

This is an investigation on the CommiSSion's own motion 

to determine whether or not present conditions require a mod1tica-

tion of General Order No. 36, prescrib1ng certain regul~tions in 
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connection with the establishment or the abolition ot agenCies, 

non-agencies, sidings, spur tracks and other station facilities ot 

co~o~ carriers tl this state. 

A public hearing was conducted in this matter at san 
Francisco on September 24th, 1931. 

At the hearing a draft 01' a Pl'oposed cen.eral Order in this 

matter 'NCS introduced for conSideration, copies of wh1ch were tur':' 

nished all the carriers aftected in adVance or the hearing. This 

proposed substitute General Order differs from the prevailing Gen-

eral Order, in that carriers would be permitted to abandon station 

facilities, upon thirty (30) days' notice to the Comm1ssion and the 

publiC, without ~~ing formal appli~ation, as 1s at present required. 

In tho proposed draft, ,the carrier is reqUired, as is the Case in 

the existing General Order, to m~e applica.tion to abandon or dis-

continue agenCies and no',a.-agencies. Another essential d1fference 

in the two forms is that the proposed General Order requires that, 

in tiling app11ce.tions seeking authority to abolish or d1sconti~ue 

agenCies or non-e.gencies, the carrier must file a record sllowi,ng the 

volume of bUSiness, by number or shipments, conducted at the parti-

cular agency unde= consideration, ~hereas the prevailing General 

Order re~u1res that, in addition to a showing as to the number 01: 

shipments at a particular agency. the applicant a~so must show the 

earnings 01' that particular st~t1on, which, the carriers show, re-

quires conSiderable accounting to properly allocate the revenue 1'e-

cei~d at that point to various other accounts. The proposed General 

Ord~r finally was accepted by all p~ties of record in this proceed-
ing with slight modifications. 
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Arter carefully considering the record in th1s proceeding, 

the following torm ot order is recommended. 

ORDER --- --
An investigation having been instituted on the Co~iss1on's 

own motion in the above entitled proceeding, a public hearing having 

been had, the :::latter being under submi3Sio:::l and ready !'~r decision, 

The Railroad COmmission of the State of California Hereby 

F1~ds as a Fact that the proposed rules and regulations governing 

the establishment or abolition of agencies, non-agencies, Sidings, 

spur tracks and other station facilities of coItlIllon carriers, as pre-

scribed in General Order No. 36-A, are just, reasonable and in pub-

lic interest; therefore, 

IT IS ~REBY ORDERED that a:Ll railro~ds, coming wi thin :the 

ju:isc.iction or this Commission, on attd atter November 1st, 1931, 

shall cor..torm wi th the regulations governing the establlshme'nt or 

abolition of agencies, non-asencies, sidings, spur tracks and other 

station facilities; as prescribed by the Ra1lroad COmmission of the 

State ot Cali!ornia in its General Order No. 35-A. 

The effective date of this General Order shall be Novem-
ber 1st, 1931. 

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby approved and 

ordered !i1ed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission or 

the State of California. wi Da~ed at San Francisco, California, th1S ___ ~ __ ~_~ ____ day 

0- cU.r , 1931. ot 

COrT".:liss ione:::'s. 



GEN:Ea.A.L ORDER NO. 36-A. 

(Superseding General Order No. 30) 
(Superseding General Order No. 36) 

R.UI.ROAD C01liISSION 0::' TEE STATE OF ClJ.n'ORNIA 

IN T".dE ::A.TTER OF T~ ESTABI..ISEM&~T OR 
ABOLITION OF AGENCIES, NON-AGENCIES, 
SIDINGS, SPUR TR .. "..CKS .iU-.rn OTEER STATION 
FACII.ITlES OF COMMON C .. ~"mIERS. 

APproved. _____________________ • E~ective ______________________ • 

1. IT IS EEREBY ORD~D by the Railroad Commission of the 
Stnte or California that whenever ~ depot is constructed in this 
state by a railroad corporation at any station, or an agency estab-
lished at any depot, or a sidir~, spur or other track is constructed 
tor the reception and delivery of f~ei6ht, the Commission shall be 
i::::c:::nediately supplied wi th information regardins the s·ame, including 
the name of the station or agency, and the na:e, location end length 
of such ,track.. The distance to the nearest tenth ot: a mile ot: such 
station or track from existing stations on each side shall at the 
same ttme be given; prOVided, however, that this section shall not 
apply to'tro.cks co::.structed for temporary purposes. 

2. !T IS EE?~BY ~J.RT3ER OP~ERED that no railroad corpora-
ti<,D. shall abandon ~y station or discontinue an agency at .9.ny sta-
tio:l. wit.hout firzt having !:lade application to and. received the con-
sent ot this Commission; provided, however, that this section shall 
'not apply to temporary or zeasonal agencies. . 

3. IT IS ~.z:sy :.''ORTHER OIIDERED that ''then any railroad 
corpo,::'ation :lakes application to a.bandon an agency or non-agency, 
the following inrormatio~ shall accompany the application: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

( d) 

(e) 

The name of and the distanee to the nearest tenth 
of a mile of adjacent agency stations from the one 
proposed to bo abandoned. 
It an agency station, the number of passenger 
tickets ~old durin5 the last ~receding twelve 
:r:lonths. 
The number of ce.~load end less than earload ship-
ments forwarded and received at such station tor 
the last preced1ne; twelve months. . 
Tho p:"incipal cO:t:J::::J.od.i ties torwarded and r ece ived 
tor the last :tr ecedine twe lve months. 
~ne namos and addresses of the principal receivers 
and shippers ot freight ~no would be afrected by 
the change. 
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4. IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDEBED that no rllilro~d 
corporatio~ shall ~bandon or remove any depot, platform, siding, 
spur or other facility, except upon thirty (30) days' notice to 
the public and to the Comc.is,Sio::::., unless otherwise authorized by 
the Commission, by posting, in Il conspicuous place at each such 
~acility, notice or notices or intention to effect such changes 
or e.bendon such t'acili ties, Wld by filing w,1 th the Co:m:miss1on a 
state~ent setting forth the nature and extent of such changes to 
be made or rac 111 tie::: to be abandoned.. The COmiss ion, upon 
co~plaint or upon its own motion, shall have power, et once and 
without notice, to suspend the effect of any such notice of in-
tention 'by a railroa':l corporation and~ upon reasonable notice 
thereof, to enter upon a heexing concernine the propriety or such 
ch~ge or abandonment of any facility and to refuse to permit 
such change or ab~~donmel'lt of any such facility. This order 1s 
not to be construed as denying to a railroad. corporation the 
right to change, alter, remove or discontinue the use of sidings, 
spurs or other facilities originally constructed under special 
contracts wherein time limits or other conditions affecting the 
per~ency of such facilities are specified. 

General Order No. 36~ by cancelled. 

By order of thefj~~:, 
)t//t 

• G,. aT~SON, 
Secretary. 


