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()/i1-2 Decision NO •. __ N_':t_ ...... _0 __ 

BEFORE TE R.:"'ILRO)"D COMMISSION OF T:s:E STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter of the App11c~tlon or ) 
,;,\~C.~R!C.liJ.x STATES ~JA.T~R SERV:CE C01n?A.I.\lY ) 
OF C.A.!..IFORNIA, tor an order establishing ) App1ice.tion No. 17396. 
metered rates for water sel~ice rendered ) 
in a portion of its Highland System. ) 

------------------------------) 

BY TEE CO~SSIO~: 

w.c. Kennedy, tor Applicant. 

Willi~ Babel, for Consumers 
on Cull Tract. 

OPIKION 
---~-- ........ 

A.tlerican States ';''!ater Service Company ot Ce.lifornia, e., 

corporation engaged in the business of selling and distributing 

water for domestic, commercial and other purposes to the residents 

of the unincorpor~ted Town of Highl~nd and vicir.ity, 1ncluding 

Wf£t is known as the Cull Subdivision, in San Bernardino County, 

asks the Commission to authorize said co~pany to place its regular 

rates, rules and regulations in effect in the cbove·so-c~lled CUll 

Subdivision now served by it through a water-works recently pur-

chased trom one ~.H. Cull. 
A public hea=lng in this p=oceed1ng was held before Ex-

aminer Satterwhite at Highland. 

The evidence shows that the wate~ system for.merly owned 

by W.R. Cull was purchased by applicant herein under authority 
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1ssued by this Cocmissio~ in its Dec1sion No. 21453, dated 

August 13, 1929. Applicant already supplies water throughout 

a very large erea adjacent to the Cull Trcct and has now 1n-

stc.lled e. ~ew :91l:rlping plant in th,c Cull water system and 1nter-

connected it with the pipe lines of its main water-works wh1ch 

insures at all times an ade~uate water supply at dependable and 

sat1sfactory pressures. 

The rates charged by the former owner, Mr. Cull, and 

now beine ch~rged by applicant herein are as follows: 

MO~H1Y FLAT P~TE 

For each res1dence and 10t-------$1.50 ' 

IP.RIGATIo!~ FLAT RATE 

7Sf, per hour, per,irrigation con:::;.umcr. 

000 

T~e company desires to eliminate the flat rate service ~nd charge 

the following meter rates now effective throughout the adjacent 

Highland System: 

METER ~\'TES 

:ionthly Min1tlt!I:l ]:~etc!" Charges: 

5/6 or 3/4~lnc~ :eter~--~~-------------~-~--~---~~--~~$1.50 

t.:onthlr 

]'rOl:. 
From 
From 
.:Ul in 

l-inch meter---------~-~~--~--~------~-~-~-~- 2.25 
l~inch ~eter-~--~--------~----------·~----~~~ 3.00 

2-1nch meter~~----~-~-~--~---~----~--~------- 5.00 
Each of the foregoing ~MonthlY Minimum Meter 
Char8es~ will entitle the consumer to the 
quantity o~ water which that monthly mintmum 
charge will purchase at the ~Monthly ~uantity 
Rates" set out belo~. 

,.. ...·t R t ~,~uan ,,1 Y • 'e, e s : 

0 to 500 cub1c teet, per 100 cubic !'eet-~O.25 
500 to 2,000 cubic: teet, per 100 cubic teet- .20 

2,000 to 5,500 cubic teet, per 100 cubic teet- .15 
excess or 3,500 cubic feet, per 100 cubic teet- .10 
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v~. William Babel, on behalf ot the consumers ot the 

Cull Tract, protested the COmmission's jurisdiction to change or 

~djust the rates for water service upon the grounds that the con-

sumers a~d lot owners act~lally owned the system through rights 

acquired at the time or lot purchases in the ·~ract. However, the 

testimony ot a numbor of t;he lot purchasers clearly indicates 

that none of their sales contraots or deeds granted them any in-

terests or rights in and to the water system and no other ev1dence 

was presented which would subst~nt1ate this claim. The test1mony 

does show, however, that at the ti~e the lots were sold the pur-

chasers were told by the agents selling the properties that there 

was a ~ell on the tract rro~ ~hich they could obtain water at a 

certain rate, which 1s the rate now in effect. From its 1nception 

this r.ater service was dedicated to the public use through sales 

to tbe public genorally for compensat1on and is public ut1l1ty in 

character end under the control and jurisdiction ot this Commis-

sion irrespective of the fect th~t its originator and former OiQCr 

h~d neglected to obtain trom this CO~$sion a certificate ot pub-

lic convenience and nec6Gs1ty. The ~otion ot protestants tor d1s~ 

missal upon the grounds of lack of jurisdiction therefore ~ust be 

de~1ed. 

Applicant stated that it does not at th10 t~e desire 

a f~l return upon the capital invested 1n this system o~ upon the 

present value thereof, which it estimates at $6,298. The revenue 

tor the past year amounted to $679, While the uctual co:t or op-

eration was $1,679, includi~16 depreCiation. It is estimated that 

the proposed SChedule of rates on a ~etered basiS will yield a 

-~ 



revenue in the neighborhood of $1,100, an amount not equivalent 

to the out-of-pocket cocts ot operation, inoluding depreciation. 

In this connection, the testi~ony indicates th~t the present eon-

oumers rosiding on the Cull Subdivision are now receiving under 

flat rate charges ~n 1~proved serv1ce, the equivalent to that re-

ceived by their neighbors in adjoining territory, and it does not 

therefore appear unreasonable that the rates throughout thiS part 

of the area supplied by applicant should be made unifor.m by being 

placed upon the same measured schedule ot rates. The character of 

this community has changed with its development into a residential 

section and there is no longer a demand tor the fODner flat rate 

irr1sat~on service based upon the hourly run ot the pumping plant. 

This rate therefore inll be eliminated from the schedule. 

o R DE R ------
American States Water Service Company of California, a 

corporation, having made applioation to this Commission as entitled 

above, a public hearing having been held thereon, the matter having 

bee~ duly submitted and the Commission being now tully advised in 

the p:oem.1ses, 
It is hereby found as a tact that the rates and oharges 

ot .iI.JJlerican. States V;'ate:o Service Company ot California, a corpora-

tion, tor water delivered to its consumers on the Cull Subdivision, 

San Bernardino County, in so far as they differ trom the rates here-

in established, are unjust and unreasonable, and that the rates 

herein established are just and reasonable rates to be c·h.:u-ged tor 

the service rendered, and 
3asir~ this Order upon the foregoing finding of fact and 
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upon the turther statements or tact contained in the Opinion 

which precedes this Order, 

IT !S HEP~Y ORDERED that ~cr1can States Water Service 

Company ot Calitorn1a, a corporation, be and it 1$ hereby author-

ized and directed to tile with this Commission, within thirty (30) 

days from the date ot this Order, the following schedule of rates 

to be charseo. for e.ll service rendered consumers in the said Cull 

Subdivision, subsequent to the 31st day ot: __ O_c_t~o_b_o_r ____ , 

1931. 

D 0 M EST I C USE 

METER R.:\.TES 

Monthly Minimum Meter Charges: 

sis or 3/4-inch meter-------------------------------------$l.SO 
l~inch meter~~~~~--~------~-------~---------~---- 2.25 

Monthly 

From 
From 
From 
.. \11 in 

It-ineh meter----~~~--------~~w-------~---~------- 3~OO 
2-1nch meter--~---------~----~~w~~--------~~-~~-- 5.00 

~ 

Each ot the foregoing ~Monthly Minimum Meter 
Charges~ w1ll entitle the consumer to the 
quantity ot water which that monthly minimum 
ch~rge will purchase at tho ~Monthly ~uant1ty 
Rates~ set out below. 

Q,uantity Rates: 

0 to 600 cubic teet, per 100 cubic feet-----$0.25 
600 to 2,000 cubic f'eet, per 100 cubiC 

2,000 to 3,SOO cub1c feet, per 100 cubic 
excess of' 3,SOO cubic teet, per 100 cubic 

FLAT RATES 

Present f'l~t ratec to remain in ettect 
unless and until meters are installed. 

000 

:t:eet----- .20 
teet----- .15 
teet----- .10 

IT IS BEREBY FURI'EER o.-qDERED that American. States "i'ie.ter 
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Service Co:pany of California, 0 corporation, be and it is hereby 

authori~ed to place 1n effect throuShout the terr1tor,r known as 

the Cull Tract the rules and regulation~ now eff~ctive throughout 

the remainder or the territory supplied by said American States 

'.7o.ter Service Company of Calitorn1~. 

For all other purposes the effect1ve date of this Order 

shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof. 

Duted at Sen Fra.nc1sco, Californ1a, tb,1s,t/L day or 


