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Decision No. 4t RQ

BETORE TUI RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STLTE OF CALIFCRNIA

In *+he laticr of *ho Application of
"I....I.I.Q»I FINN, JURY 4. FIIV and
CZ0. W. CRAWFORD for certificate of
public convenlence and nececsity vo
operate as & common carrier belween
Sen Francisco, Culifo*ni and Los
angeles, Cali“orn
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Appli cation /&/
No.l7611 é
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Tnos. T. Califro, Attorney for applicants.

H. W. Zobbs, for Southern Pacii‘ic Couipany, 2rotestant.
%. C. Lucas, for lotor Carriers' Association, brote.;tv.nt.
Orle St. Cleir and L. G. Maxkel, for Pacific

Croyvhound Lines, Inc., *rote_,mn'c.

EARRIS, Commissioner =
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Tais 15 an epplication by Williem Finm, Mexy A. Tinn and
Georgo H. Crawford for o certificate of puvlic convenlence and
necessity +0 onperate an antomotlve passenger stage service between
San Froncisco and Los lngeles, It 1s not propose'd to serve
the terminals. Applicants propose to
use 7=passenger cars of Sedan type, and to charge & one-way fare
of $7.50.

A pudblic heering was held abt Sam Franclsco, evidence nexrd

and an order of submission made.

The ecpoulicetion was protested by vhe Southern Pacirlc
Company, Motor Carriers’ Lssoclation and Pacifile Greyhound Lines,
Inc.

Williem Finn, one of the applicents, testified that he nod
been Iin the transportation buciness for seven years, opeorating
waat he considered to be a "private scrvice." Ee seldom drove
& car himself, depending on other cor owners for vekicles needed to

transport persoans to whom ae had sold space in a car. The "fares”

veried from $4.00 a socat to $5.50. He retained one dollar for each




"space™, and, according to his testimony, wmaintained the private
zature of the service by refusing to sell space to o Cainese,
a colored person or anyoze that did not meet 2 rather nebulous
standerd of gonereal appecrance. Applicents, he stated, now
Propose To operate as a common ¢errier, at a Tixed fare, two trivs

day, end serving all the public secking transportation beitween

making no distinetiocn because of
¢olor or race.
dpplicantz, Finn testified, do not own the equipment proposed

¥o be used, contemplating the use of lessed equipment. Se further
testified that while he was prepared, in ihe past, to send & coxr
&y place on sufficlont demend, fully 85% of his patrons had been
tronsporved between San Francisco and Los Angeles, s meny as
twelve 7-passenger cars, fully loaded, being sent out in one day.
He sald further that in the last eight or nine months on not more
then four or five days had he missed sending out a car carrying
Dassengers. He sald he obtained iz customers by advertising
in certaln San Framcelsco newspapers.

Lypplicents produced but one pudblic wiiness = M. Rado, &
salesmen, wiao tvified thet he preferred the service deseribed
by Timn %o zervice given by other carriers vecause it was cleaner,
cheaper, safer end more comfortable. By stipulation it was
agrecd that the testimony of five other persons nomed by applicants
would be of the same character et that presented by witness Rado.

Frotvestants offcred practically no evidence other than o
series of exuibits showing the serviee elready established between
Los ingeles and San Freamelsco, prevailing fares and the number of
vacsnt seats (several thousand) availeble ir stages operated by
Pecific Greyhound Lines, Inc. during the montas of July, April
ad Jemuary, 1951, and October, 1930. Exaibit No.? by the
Southera Pacific Company shows that there are available to *he’

oy traln, sitage, airplane aﬁz bog% thirty e_vht (38)

services cack wey, most of them Caily, between Los Anzeles ond




He Groocox, motor vehilele inspector for the Board of Publie
Utilities and Transportation of the City of Los Angeles, testified
&g to the arrest and convietion of applicent Finn in Los lageles
for « vlolation of o city ordinance covering the issuance of auto
stage permits.

Walle it is gpparent from & close study of the record in thie
proceeding that applicant Flnn has been operating illegally for
severel years, il appears to me that inesmich as ne has sougrt
suthority to contvinue the service, submitting the zatter squarely
vo the Commission on o claim that public convenience and necescity

»

require 1%, that pudblic good will best be served by comsidering

the mavter from that standpoint. Irue, apolicents offer a

lower rate ikan is now in offect and = certain type of service that,

-

Judging by the patronage 1t has recelved, 1s atiractive to a cortain

part of toe public. Yet, I em of the opinion, giving full consider-

etlon to every feature of the rccord, but particularly to the
requirements ol public convenienco and necessity, and £ind as e
fact, thot pudblic convenience and necessity do not require the
service proposed by applicants. The application should be denled.
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I recommend the following form of oxder:
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Public nearing zaving been held in the above entitled metter,
evidence neard and an order of submission made,
ZD that the above entitled application be
hereby denled.
ion and Order ere hereby approved and adonted
“he Opinior md Crder of the Railroad Commission of the State
California.

Deted at San Froancisco, Californis, this.ZéQQ?,day'orI/Z%v’blé,
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