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Decision Noe. 24- 79 .

BEFORE THE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
DEATE VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, LTD., )
%o cell, and DEATHE VALLEY TRANSPOR- )
TATION COMPANY to purchase an auto- )
mobile passenger lime between Death ) Application No. 17746
Telley Junction snd Furnace Creek )
Inn and other points in and adjacent )
%0 Death Valley, Inyo County,California.)

Newlin & Ashburn, by C. Je. Harrison,
for applicants.
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OPINION

This is an application for an oxder of the Railxoed
Commis sion authorizing Death Valley Rallroad Company, Ltde To sell
an automobile pessexrger line to Decth Valley Transportaticn Compeny,
a corporavicn.

» The applicatiorn cshows that Death Talley Railroad Company,
Ltd. at the present time is engaged in the operatiom of an automobile
stage line for the transportation of passengers belween Death Vel ley
Junction and Furnece Creek Imm and other points in and adlacent to
Death Valley, Inyo County, operatirg under a certificate heretofore
granted by the Railroad Commission by Decision No. 23128 dated Novem-
ber 28, 193C.

It appears thet Death Valley Rallroad Company, Ltde
fomerly was engeged in the dusiness of overating a line of ralilroad
in and about Deatn Valley, bdbut that under authority heretofore granted

by the Commission, abandoned such operation. It now proposes to




cease doing dbusiness entlrely so soon as it can divest itself of its
certificate to operzte the sutomobile stege lime invelved in this
application. It therefore proposes to transfer such certificate for
the nominal sum of $1.00 %o Death Vaelley Transporiation Compeny, &
corporation 1t has caused to be organized for the purpose of receliving
it. The new corporationm, it sppears, will be controlled by the same
interests thet now coztrol Death Valley Railroad Company, Ltde,so that
there will be no change in the management of the passenger stage line.
It occurs to us that this application should be granted.
Iz doing 30, however, wo wish to place the purchaser upon notlce that
mOperative rights" do not constitute a cless of property which should
be capitalized or used as an element of value in determining reasonable
rates. Aside Trom their purely permissive aspect, they extend %o the
holder a full or partizl monopoly of a claess of business over a parti-
cular route. This monopoly Tfeature mey be changed or destroyed at
any time by the state whick is not in any rospect limited to the nump.

ber of rights which may be givene.

Applicatiorn having been made to the Railroad Cormission for
an oxder suthorizing the transfer of an operative right from Death
Valley Railroad Compeny, Ltde 10 Death Valley Transportation Compeny,
cnd the Rafilrodd Commission being of the opinion that this 1s mot a
matter in which a public hearing Is necessery, and that the application
should be granted as herein pmévided, therefore,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that Death Valley Railrxoad Company,
Ltde be, and it hereby is, authorized to transfer %o Deatk Valley Trans-
portation Company for the sum of $1.00 the operative right heretofore
granted to0 1t by Decision No. 23128 dated November 28, 1930, entered
in Application Noe 17025 permitting the operation of en automobile
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service for the transportation of passengers and thelr baggage between

Death Velley Junction and Furnace Creek Imn (via Furnace Creek Wash,

via Green Water Cemyon, and vie Selsberry Pass); Damte's View, Salt
Pools, Ubehebe Crater and the Celifornle-Nevada State Line on the
Daylight Pass Road between Furnace Creek Inn and Beatty, Neveda, end
to the Californie-Nevada Stete Line on the Grapevine Canyon Road be-
tween Ubehebe Creter and Bonnie Clere, Nevadea, and all intermediate
pointse.

The auvthority herein gramted 1s subject to the following
conditions:-

1. The operations to be conducted under the operative
right herein authorized to be transferred mey be
seasonal, approximately Ifrom November lst to
April 30th end ™on callT.

2. Death Velley Reilroed Compeny, Ltde within thirty
(%0} days from the date of the transfer of the
operstive right as herein authorized, shall with-
draw tariffs and time schedules on file in its
neme with the Railroed Commission, covering service
under the rights herein authorized to be trans-
ferred, end said Death Valley Transportation Com-
pany, & corporation, shall file in i%tc own name
tariffs and time schedules, said time schedules
and tariffs to contain the same rates, rules and
regulations now meintained by Death Valley Railroad
Compeny, Ltd., or rates and time schedules satis-

factory %o the Railroad Commission.




3. The rights and privileges herein authorized may not
be sold, leased, itremsferred nor assigned, nor
service thereunder discontinued, unless the
writtorn consent of the Railroad Commission to
such sale, lecase, transfer, assignment or
discontinu@nce has first been secured.

4. No vehicle may be operated by spplicant Death Valley
Trensportation Company unless such vehicle is
ovned by said applicant or is leased by it

under a contract or agreement on & basis sat-

isfactory % the Railroad Commission.
5. The asuthority herein gremted will beccome effective

upon the date hereofl.

DATED at San Francisco, Californie, this

_Zﬂ?z&m&g , 1931

Conmmissioners.




