
LEU: 

Decision No. ?11:7Q - -1" •• • 

BEFORE '!HE RAILR01J) CQI>;:MISSION OF TEE ST.:\ 'IE OF CALlFORNll 

In the ~atter of the J..pp~iee.t1on 01: ) 
DEATH V..u.L....~ R:..ILRO:J) COMPANY, LTD., ) 
to sell, and D:&'..TE: V..u.!.EY TRANS?OR- ) 
TATION COMP~~ to purchase an auto- ) 
~ob1le passenger line between Death ) 
Valley Junction a~d Furnace Creek ) 
Inn and other pOints in and adjacent ) 
to Death Valley, Inyo County,Ca11fornia.) 

Application No. 17746 

Newlin" Ashburn, by C. J. Ha~r1son, 
for applicants. 

BY THE COYMISSION: --
o PIN ION 

This 1s an application for an order of the Railroad 

Co~s1on author1z~ Death Valley Railroad Company, Ltd. to sell 

an automobile pessenger line to Death Valley Transportation Company, 

a corporation. 
The application shows that Death V":::.lley Railroad Company, 

Ltd. at the present time is engaged in the operation of an automobile 
stage line tor the transport~t1on of pccsengers between Death Valley 

Junction and Furnace Creek Inn and other points in and adjacent to 

Death Valley~ !nyo County~ operat1~ under a certificate heretotore 

~rallted 'by the Railroad. ComIlli ssion by Dec1sion No. 2:3l28 d.ated Novem-

ber 28, 1930. 

It appoars that Death Valle7 Ra1lroad Company, Ltd. 

formerly was engaged in the business 0 r opere t1ng a line ot railroad 

in and about Death Valley, but 'lib.at under authority heretofore grtmted 

by the Co:cmiss1.on, abandoned such operation. It now proposes to 
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cease doing business entirely so soon as it can divest itself of its 

certificate to operate the automobile stage line 1nvolved. in this 

application. It therefore proposes to transfer such certificate for 

the :nominal sum of *1.00 to J)eath Valley Transporte.tion COI:l.pany, e. 
corpo ration 1 t has caused. to be oreanized to r the purpose of receiving 

it. The new corporation, it appears, will be controlled by the same 

interests thet now control Death Valley Railroad Compony, Ltd.,so that 

there w1ll be no change in the management of the passenser stage line. 

It oceurs to us that this application should be gr~ted. 

In doing so, however, we wish to place the purchaser upon not1ce that 

"Operative rights" do not const1~te a class of property which Shoul~ 

be capitalized or used as an element or value in determining reasonable 

rates. Aside from their purely permiss1ve aspect, they extend to the 

holder e full or parti~ monopoly of a class 01' business over a parti-

cular route. This monopoly feature mny be changed or destroyed at 

c.ny time 1>y the state which is not in any respect l1m1 ted to the num-

ber or I1ghts which may be given. 

o R D E R 

Application having been made to the Railroad Co~1ssion tor 

an order auth.orizing the transfer or a.n operative right from Death 

Valley Railroad Company, ltd. to Death Valley Transportation Comp~y, 

~d tl:e Railroad Commiss1on being of the opinion that thiS 1s not a 

matter in which a public hearing 1s necessary, and that the app~1catioIl. 

should be granted as here in prnv1ded, therefore) 

IT IS EESEBY ORDEHED, that Death Valley Railroad Company, 

Ltd. be, and 1 t hereby is, authorized. to transter to Death Valley Trans-

~ortation Company for the sum of $1.00 the operative r.tsnt heretofore 

gr~ted to it by Decision No. 23128 dated November 28, 1930, entered 

in App11cation No. 17025 permitting the operation of an automob1le 
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service for the transportation of passengers and their baggage between 

Death Valley Junction and FurDAce Creek Inn (vi~ F'.lX'nace Creek Wash, 

via. Green Water Canyon, and via Salsberry Pass); Dante's View, Salt 

Pools, U"behebe Crater and the Cel.1torn16,-Nevada. Stat e Line on the 

Daylight Pass Road between Furnace Creek !nn and Beatty, Nevada, and 
to the Calitor:1a-Nevada State Line on the Grapevine Canyon Road be-

tween Ubehebe Cr~ter and Bonnie Clare, Nevada. and all inter~ed1ate 

90ints. 
The authority herein granted is subject to the following 

conc.it1ons:-
1. The opera t10ns to be conducted under the opera. t1ve 

right herein authorized to be transferred may be 

seasonal, approximately from November 1st to 

April 30th and "on callw• 

2. Death Vel ley Railroad Company, Ltd. wi thin thirty 

(30 l days from the de. te 0 r tb. e transfer 0 t the-

operetive right as herein authorized, shall, with-

draw t~r1~~s and time sche1ules on tile in its 

ne.m.e With the Railroad Commission, co'vering service 

under the rights herein au tho:r1zed to be trans-

terred, and said Death Valley Transportation Com-

pany, a coxporation, shall tile in itc own name 

tariffs and time schedules, said time schedules 

and tariffs to contain the same rates, rules and 

regulations now me.1nto.1ned. by Death Valley Railroa.d 

Company, Ltd., or rates and time schedules satis-

tactory to the RailXQad Commission. 
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3. The rights and privileges herein author1ze~ may not 

be sold, leased, transterred nor ass~ed, nor 

service thereunder discontinued, unless the 

written consent of the Railroad. Commission to 

such sale, lease, transter, assignment or 

discontinuence has first been secured. 
4. No vehicle may be operated by applicant DeQth Valley 

Transportation Company unless such veh1cle 1s 
ovmed by said app~icant or is leased by 1t 

un~er ~ contraot or agreem~nt on e basis sat-

lsfactory to the Railroad Commission. 
5. Tbe authority here1n granted will becane e!!ect1ve 

upon the date hereo~. 

DATED at San Francisco, Cal1fornie.. th1 s ,,;(;;d day of 

k-4':y,1ft · 1931. 

~~ .. 

~~~ 
Comm1ss ioners. 
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