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BEFORE TEE RA.II.ROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOBNIA. 

In the matter or the Application 
ot Columbia Utilities Compa~ ot 
Cal1torn1e., Ltd., a corporation, 
tor Certi~eate o~ Pub11c Conven-
ience and Necessity tor the c~n
struct10n ot a Telephone and Tele-
graph toll line between Tule Lake, 
Siskiyou. Coun'ty, Cal1fornia,. and 
the Shaw-Bertram Ltmt'ber Cox::tp8.Jly-
logg1ngcsmp, situated in Section 
23, Townsh1p, 44 North, Range 5 
East, M..D.M. 

In the matter or the Application 
or Columbia Utilities Company or 
Californ1a,. Ltd., a corporation, 
tor permission to establish toll 
5tat1ons and ~trastate toll rates 
1n Sisk1y~ and Modoc Counties, 
Californ1a. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application No. 17559. 
) 
) 
) , 
) 
) 
) 

} 
1 
) 
} Application No. 17564. 
• 
} 
) 

-----------------------------, 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

D.O. Rood and A. W. Schattpp ~ 
tor Applieant. 

A. :r. Mathews, Interested Party. 

OPINION _ ..... _--_ ..... 

In Application No. 17559, Colum1>ia. Utilities .Company 

ot Calitornia, Ltd.,. for convenience hereinatter referred to as 

the Columb1a Camp8.n7, requests ot the Railroad Commission a 

certifioate o~ publio convenience a~d necessity tor the construc-

tion ot a toll telephone and telegl'e.:ph line trom Tule Lake in 
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Sisld.yoo:. Connty. Calitorn1a.. to the Shaw-Bertram twnber Company 

logging camp, called Tionesta, and situated 111 Section 23, Town-

ship. 44 North, Range 5 East, M.~.J[., 111 ModOC' Cotmty, ca11t0rn1a~ 

and to establish toll stations on sa1d line. 

In Application No. 17564, Columb1a Company requests 

authority to establish toll stations at C~ear Lake Dam, situated 

in Section 8, Township 47 North, Range 8 East,. M.D.lL., and a.t 

Gl"Ohts Ranch, 1n Modoc County, Cal.itornia, and to establish 1Ittra-

state toll telephone and telegraph rates tor service in calitorni&.. 

J. public hearing in these prc~ceedings, which were con-

solidated tor hearing and deoision, was held before Examiner Satter-

white. ill Dorris on October 8, 19301, and the matters submitted tor 

dec1a1on. 

Author1 ty to operate an exchange telephone system. in 

cal1tornia was granted by this Commiss1on in Dec1sion No. 22313, 

dated AprU 10:, 1930-, in A;ppl1oat1on No. 16298 o~ .Agnes Richey 

Kattenhorn. Authori ty to transter to the Columbia Company the 

cert1ticata ot public convenience and necessity ~ granted was 
authorized in Decision No. 22890, dated September 22~ ~93a. 

At the present time, the Columbia Company opera.tes sixty 

ten-party line telephone stat10ns in and around Tule Lake town-

site. O:t this number, torty receive S1I1tch1ng service at Merrill, 

Oregon, wi thou.t charge,. to all exchange telephone stations connected 

to the Merrill exohange, and to the twenty Tt:tle Lake stat10ns which 

are S1r1tched at Mal1n~ Oregon. The twenty TIlle Lake stations 

n1tched at Malin, Oregon, likeWise receive sw1tch1l:tg service with-

out charge to all. exchange telephone stat1ons. connected to the 

Jla11n, Oregon, exchange and to the torty Tule Lake stations con-

nected to the Merrill exchange. 

By authority conterred by an Order Extending T1me~ the 

Columbia CompSllY' has untU December 51, 1931;,. in which to place 

-2-



in operation a central otr1ee in Tale take District tor the par-

pose ot switching 1ts exchange telephone services in cal1fornia. 

In granting the certificate above referred to, appl.1ce.nt was 

ordered to establish telephonic commnn1cat1on between Tale Lake 

central ottica and o~tside pOints cont6mPoraneously with the 
establ.1shment ot exchange service with a. central o·Utce in Tale 

Lake District. D. o. Rood, p:::-es1dent ot applicant com:pany~ testi-

tied that arrangements were being completed to establish such a 
central. ott1ca. It will be in order, theretore, that toll 'tele-

phone rates be authorized ettective tor service on and attar the 

date ot the establishment ot said central ottice. 

A. ;r. Mathews stated that Public Utilities california 

Corporation, whom. he. represented at the hearing, had on tue With 

the Commission a map showing the limits of the operative territory 

o~ the tormer Nevada, California and Oregon Telegraph. 8lldTele-

phone Ccmp~, a predecessor ~r ~b11c Uti~ities california Corpo-

ration, and that the extenSion ot service reqc:ested by the Col~

b1a Compall:Y wol.1l.d. include a portion ot: said operative territory. 

Ronver, it was thereupon agreed by Mr. Mathews and llr. Rood~ tor 

the respective oompsn.:tes represented by them~ that 11" the south 

line o'f Townsh1p 44 North were made the sou.th boundary and the 

west l1ne o~ Range 7 East ~ M.D.M., were made the east bcandalT 

01" the Columbia Campanyts service territory. such serv1ce terr1-

tori.a1. l.1mi.ts wou1d be satist'actory to each utll.1ty. 

The Columbia Company re~ested author1t7 tor the estab-

lishment 01" a toll sta.t1on at P8%eZ~ which is. about eight m11es 
east or Tionesta, but w:U1 not be read7 to open such sta.t1on 1"or 

some time in the :t'uture. Inasmuch as the location or Perez is 

1:0. tha 'se~1ce terr~tor,y which the Columbia Company desires to 

serve and wbich Pttb11c Utilities California Corporation is ~1Dg 
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to relinquish,. special pe:rm1ss1.on to open e. toll. station at Perez,. 

when reqa:1red, "1JJI!J.'3" be authorized Without a tormal. proceed1.l:lg, and 

it is unnecessar,r to grant such authority at this ttme. 

At the hearing, request was made by counsel tor the 

Columbia Camp8n7 that Ap~cation No. 17564 be amended to omit 

the proposed Clear Lake Dam toll station and, no good reason other-

wise appea:r1.Il:g, th1.s request will be granted. 

The agreement of the Col'OlJtb1a Compe:ny- and PUb11c UtU-

1t1ea Cal1tornia Corporation that the west l.1ne ot' Range 7 East~ 

!rt.D.l!.,. would 11m1 t the eastern extension ot applicant t s service, 

automatically eJ iminates the proposed Groh's Ranch toll station, 

located in Section 20-, Township, 48 North, Range 9 East, M.D.ll., 

~om consideration. 

~e Co~umb18. Company in Application 1\0. 17504 al.so 

requested authority to establish a to~ station at the o~iee or 
the Siskiyou Tractor and IQplement Company in the townsite of 

Tule Lake, prel1m1nary to the estab-l.isllment ot a central otfice 

at that point. Inasmuch as the Order 1n this proceeding will not 

authorize toll stations prior to the e~tabl1shment ot the oentral 

01~ice, this request is automaticallY denied without prejudice. 

Uter elbvtnat1llg the ronr proposed toll stat10ltS 

ret'erred to above) the Columbia: CompaDY' is reque$t1ng authority 

to establish $1% toll. pOints on the proposed TUle Lake-4fiollesta 

toll llne, one o"t which, Tt11e'Lake, ,w1ll. be the exchange connect-

ing point, and Stronghold, Liskey Bro.thers Rauch, Guth:r1e camp 

No. 35,. Guthrie Camp No. 42 and Tionesta will be toll statiOns. 

It is esttmated that the proposed 1.1ne w1.11. cost $3,OOG,OO. 

In l.ts App.lication No. 17559, the Columbia. CompaDy' pro-

poses to construct at least a portion or its toll system as a 

grounded eirctt1t. This type ot circuit is little used 1n caJ.1-
"tornia on account or tran~$sion and inductive interference 



d1~~t1es. However~ it applicant in this 1n5~ce uses some 

grotmded circuit m1l.eage~ 1t must be with the distinct under-

standing that telephonic transmission mast be kept up to a reason-
able standard and that 1n the event c.onmnm1eation is 1mpa1red by 

inductive interference trom electr1c power l1nes~ reaso~lY 

located and constructed 1n aceord~ee with state o~ Calitornia 
regulation, such grounded telephone lines will be metallicized 

promptly and at the Columbia Com~anyts expense. 

The Columbia Company tiled ~ Exhibit No. 2 at the 

hearing showing the proposed toll telephone and telegraph rate 
schedules which it desired to make ettecti ve. A table purporting 

to show the aU-line mUeages between the proposed toll po1nts, 

as. shown on the map' tiled as Exhib1 t No.1, was included in 

Exhibit No.2. A. check of these air-line mUeages indicates that 

most o,t them are incorrect, aSSWXt1ng the toll stat10n locations. 

as spotted on the map to be correct. A rev1ew ot the testimony' 

given by M:r. Rood and a study" 01: the proposed rates 1:or toll tele-

phone service ind1cates that an attempt was made to compute these 

rates on the basis generally" used ill Ce.l1toruia. It appears that 

considerable d1scrj m1nat1on might result tt the rates were made 

ettecti V8. as proposed, and tor tll1s. reason the sa1d rates w1ll 

not b.e authorized w1thotlt modification. The basis o"r construct-

ing toll telephone rate schedules generally used in California 

eon.templates a UX111'om zoning plan~ uniform 1n1tial periods and 

rates ~ uniform overtime per10ds and rates and a un1torm relat10n 

between the several. classes o~ t'oll service. We believe that 

the method ot constructing toll telephone rate schedulos tor ser-

Vice Within the Columb1a Companyts service area 1n Callforn1a. 

should conrom.~ as nearly as practicable, to this general practice. 

The suggested. bas1s is set torth.in Exhibit "'A", attached to the 

Order herewith. Rates which may later be submitted to the 
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Oommission by the Columbia Company tor service between new toll 

stations should be constructed Oll this basis. Cho.rges tor mes-... 

reees between a toll point on the 11lles ot the Colum.'t>ia Company 

and an ontside toll point will be the sum. or the Colu:ml:>1a Com-

pany's eharges and the charges ot the connecting company or com-

pa:c.1es. 
Columbia Compan1 also requests authority to turniSh 

telegraph service over its system at ~tes ot charge as set forth 

ln its Exhibit No.2. It 1~ in the pu.blio interest that th.1s 

serviee 'be otte.red, and the rates proposed appear to 'be reasonable. 

The order tollowing will proVide tor a certiticate to 

turnish toll telephone and telegraph servlce, w1th rates as justi-

tied bY' the reeoX'd in this proceeding. 

ORDER .- .... -..-----
OolWn.bia UtU1 ties Company ot Calitorn1a,. Ltd., hav1Dg 

made application tor a certificate to rurnish toll telephone and 

telegraph service in portions ot Siskiyou and Modoc Connt1es, 

California, and tor rates of eharge there tor , a publiC hearing 

having been held, the applications having been consolidated tor 

hearing and deciSion, the ma.tters having been subm1tted and noW' 

being ready tor decision, 

m ru.Il.ROAD COMMISSION OF TIrE: STATE OF CALIFORNLt l:3'Jm%-

3r FINDS that publ1C convenience and necessity re~u1re tha estab-
l.:1.shment o~ toll teJ.ephone and te2egraph service in that port1ol1. 

o.f Siskiyou and Modoc Counties descr1.bed in the op1n1on which pre-

cedes th1s order) and basing 1 ts . order on the foregoing tind1xtg 

o-r tact and such other -r1nd1ngs o~ tact and cOIlclus1oDS as are 
contained ill th& preceding opinion. there~ore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certificate ot publ1c con-
venienoe and necessity be and the same is hereby granted to 
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Col'Ulli!>ia Utili ties Company- of' Cal1fornia, Ltd.., tor the extension 

ot' toll telophone and telegraph se:rvice. in accordance wi th the 

above finding and su.bject to the tollow1nS cond,i t1ons, proV1ded. 

that the Railroad Commission o't the State ot California 11J1!J.y hsre-

~ter. by appropriate proceedings and orders, revoke or 11m1t~ 

as to territory not then served by appl1ce.nt or its. successors 

in interest, the authority herein granted: 

Columbia. Utiliti~s Company ot Californ1a, Ltd., shall 

(1) Establis·h a toll connecti:::l8. point at 'rule Lake 
telephone central office, on or before December 
3~, ~931J eontempo~eous~y with the establish-
ment of said central office. 

(2.) Establish toll telephone and telegraph stations 
&t Stronghold, Liskey Brothers Ranch, Guthrie 
Camp No. 35,. au thrie Camp No. 42 and Tionesta 
on or 'before March 31, 1932 bu'; not prior to 
the establishment o~ the teiephone central o~ce 
in Tule Lake District. ' 

(3-) Submit to the RaUroad Commission ot the State 
o"t califo.rnia, foI" tiling, in the manner pre-
scri~d in Genoral Order No.. 68) rates tor toll 
telephone and teleeraph service between ~e 
take and outside points constructed on the plan 
set forth in Exhibit ~A~, attaohed hereto and 
made a part hereot, not later than ten (10) days 
prior to the establiShment of' the telephone cen-
tral ottice in Tule Lake District. 

(4) SUbmit to the Railroad CommiSSion o.t the State 
ot Californ1a~ tor ti11ne~ in the manner pre-
sc:::-1'bed in General Order No. 68, rates t'or toll 
telephone and telegraph service between Strong-
hold,. Liskey:Brothers Ranch, Guthrie Camp No. 
35, Guthrie' ~P' No .. 42 and Tionesta and. other 
toll po1l:tts not later tban ten (10,) days prior 
to: the date or the establishment of said sta-
tions .. 

(5) SUOmi t to the Railroad Commission ot: the Stat.e 
ot calitornia, tor filing, in the manner pre-
scribed in General. Order No. 68,· IS map shoWing 
its service terr1tor,r l1m1ts as describe~ in 
the o~in1on preceding this order, not later than 
ten (1.0) days prior to the establishment ot' the 
to~l stat~ons referred to in (2) above. 

(6) Keep an accurate and complete record, in accordance 
with the unitorm System or Accounts tor Telephone 
Compan1.es approved. 'by the Railroad. Commiss1on o·r 
tho State ot California, or the cost. of' its proper-
ties 1n Ce.lifornia which are used for toll. tele-
phone ana telegraph serVice, and~ of the operating" 
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revenues arid expenses.apperta~1ng thereto and 
make such records available to the. Commission, or 
rm.y officer or employee o"r the Co:a:::t1ss1011, when-
eve~ the same are requested. 

For all. other p'llrposes, the effective date o~ this Order 

shall be twenty (201 days trom. and atter the date hereof. 

Dated at San Franoisoo, ~1:f'Orn1a, this f I~ de.y or 

Novem.'b-er, 1931.. 



EXHIBIT "'A" 

TOLI. TELEPHONE AND TEI.EGRAPH RATES 
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TOLL TEIEPHONE SERVICE. 

Appll.ce.bl.e to toll tel.ephone service- 'betwee:Il sta.tl.on.s 
Or the system. 

BASIS OF RATFS.: 

Stat1on-to-stat1on Charges.: 

6:30 A.M'. to 8:30 P.M. 
!or iAstances 

Over-
:But. Not ::tn:L t1a:l. Over- t1me 8:30 PM 12 M1d-

More More Initial Period time Period to 12 :c1ghtto 
Than Than Rrlte Is Rate Is M1 d:c.1gh. t 6:30 AM. 
:M1les Miles Is M1nut.es Is Minutes Ra.te Is Rate I$ 

0. 6 $.,05 5 $.05 5 Day Rate Day Rate, 
6 1.2 .lO 5 .0.5 3 Day :Rate Day Rate 

12 18 .15 5 .05 2 Day Rate Day Rate 
18 24 .20 S .OS 2 Day Rate. ·Day Rate 
24 52 .25 5 .05 1. Day Rate Day" Rate 
32 40 .30: 3 .10 l. $.25 $.,25 

Person-to-PerSOllt A.PJ?Ointment t Messenger and Report Charges: 

When COmpleted COmpleted ~ppo1nt-
ste. tion-to-ste. tion. Person-to-Person men.t and. Messenger Report 

Rate Is Rate Is Rate Is CharlSe Is 
$ .. 05 - -.l.0 t.1S $.20 $.05 .15 .• 20: .25 .~O .20, .25· .30 .l.0 .25 .30- .35 .1.0 
.30 .40 .45 .10 

ne rates applicable to to·ll tele:pllona service between. points 
on the line-s ot: the. Com.pany' and. pOints on connecting COl:l.pany"s l1nes 
are the a.bove ra.tes, plus the eO:lJleet:1ng line rates :tor ,messages be-
tween the connecting point and the point or destina tio'n or or1~ 
1na. t1o.n o.n the connecting eomp~" s lines .• 
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TELEGRAPH SERVICE - SCEEDUI.E NO._ 

SERVICE: 

~pl.1cable to Telegraph Service between points a~ 
listed below. 

~: 

Base Rates: 
Guthrie Guthrie 

between 
TUl.e Strong- Liskey ~ camp 

and Malin MenUl ~ hold Bros. #35 #42-

30 Tionesta 30 30 30 30 30 30 
Guthrie ~p #42 30 30 30 30 30 30 
Guthrie Camp #35 30 30 30 30 30 
Liskey Bros.Ranch 30 30 30 30 
Stronghold 30 30 30 
TUle !.aka 30 30 

, Merr1ll, Oregon 30 

The above rates are app11cable to Day or Night Messages 
ot ten (10) words or less. The rate for oooh addit10nal word ot a 
Day or N1ght Message 1s 2~ when the base rate 1s 30t. 

Day tetters: 
First $6 words or less, one and one-halt (li) base rate. 
Eaoh addit10nal ten words or less 91 when-base rate tor 

Day' Message is 30t 

Day I.ette:J::'$" are aooepted and tOl:"~ded as a deferred serv1ce 
subord1na te to tho pl"io::: 1 ty 0 t trallsmi ss:!. OIl and d.e~i very 
o~ tull rate day messages. 

N1sht Letters: 
~~st 50 words or less, base rate. 
Eaoh additional ten words or less 6#, when base rate tor 

Day Message is 301 

Night Letters are acoepted untll 2 o'clock ~.~ tor 
de11very on the next following business day. 

The rates app11~ble to telegraph serv1ce between po~ts 
on the lines 01: the CO~a.rty and points on oonnecting com:pany's lines 
are the above rates pl.us the oonnecting line rates, be'cween the 
oon:c.e-ct1ng point and the point o-r dest!.n.a t10n or origination on the 
oonnecting oompan7's lines. 
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SCBEDUI.E NO. 

Other :rates and charges as may be approved.. 

-lZ-


