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) 
In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
ROSE TELLES tor an order diseontinu- ) 
ing water service. ) 

----------------------------) 
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This is an application tiled by one Rose Telles asking 

the Commission to authorize the discontinuance ot public utility 

service to her consumers in Mlssion San Jose, Al~eda County. 

A public hearing in this proceeding was held betore 

Examiner Satterwhite in Miss10n San ~ose on November 10, 1931. 

According to the evidence this w~ter system was installed 

originally in the early seventies and to date practically none ot 

the mains have been replaced. These ma1ns and pipe lines do not 

tollow the location ot the present streets and alleys but in most 

cases run across and through private property and, by reason or 

their great age and laek ot proper maintenance, the mains are in 

a very serious sta'~e of decay and disrepair. needing immediate 

and eomplete replacement. The rehaoilitation or this system, it 

is estimated, would require the expenditure ot not less than rive 

thousand dollars, a sum which applicant has no t1nancial ability 

to ra1se. 

This water works was acquired trom Robert Gallegos by 

applieant.s husband through authority of this Commission in its 
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Decision No. 14386, issued December 20, 1924. Since h1s death 

she has been attempting to carryon the operation ot the plant 

with the help ot her son. However, tor the past several years 

the well trom which the wate= is obtained has reduced in yield 

to such an extent that during this summer it could be pumped 

only tor a tew minutes at a ttme until it went dry, necessitating 

a wait ot trom ten minutes to a halt hour tor the water te, return 

well. Arrange-

ments were made by applicant during the early part or this year 

tor the purchase or water from Robert Gallegos who has the only 

other available water supply 1n the vicinity, although insurt1c1ent 

tor the consumers' demands. For this water applicant paid two dol

lars ($2.00) per day. The rates charged on this system vary tran 

onedo11ar ($1.00) to two dollars and a halt ($2.50) per month, 

flat rate. According to the testimony, the gross monthly revenues 

trom the thirt1-fiv~ ~onsumars wer~ lass than tne mODuD1Y coauD 
or purchased water and standby power charges a~one w~thQ~t S~v~ng 

con3ideration to laoor, repair and other neces3ary and unavoidable 

operating expenses. 

At the present time app11cant 1s supply1ng only two 

co~ersJ her own premises and the residence or the local parish 

priest. Since April ot this year Mrs. Telles has turned over the 

distribution system to the consumers, a committee or three o~ 

which has been collecting two dollars ($2.00) per month per con

sumer and paying it to Robert Gallegos tor purchased water. 

The annual reports or this utility to the Commission 

are incomplete and fragmentary. No actual accounts are kept, as 

a matter or tact. The report tor 1930 sets up a capital 1nvest-
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ment ot titteen hundred dollars ($1,500) , a sum considerably be

low the cost ot reproduction ot the system to~y. 

The testimony turther shows that, while a tew ot the 

consumers have drilled wells, the und.ergro'lJlld t'oxmati.on in this 

territory is such that very little water has ever been obtained 

trom these sources. The present supply trom the springs on the 

property or Robert Gallegos is very meager and is betng tur

n1shed temporarily only and under private arrangements that per

~t the owner ot the water to discontinue further deliveries at 

any t~e he so desires. There is also tho turtherposs1b1l1ty 

ot obtaining water trom the H1rsch pumping plant at Irvington, 

two miles away. Th1s would n~cessitate the installation ot 

the connecting pipe line e1ther by Mrs. Telles or by the con

sumers at their own expense which those who testitied, including 

the applicant, stated. they were unable to meet. 

The situation here is indeed most desperate. The con

sumers appreciated the tact that manitestly it would be untair 

and unreasonable to expect or require the widowed applicant to 

replace the pipe lines and bring in water trom possible outside 

sources solely at her own expense. According to her testimony 

she is wholly without sufficient funds even to stand turther out

or-pocket losses incurred through the purchasing of water and de

livering it to the consumers, and in this connection she has 

stated her willingness to give tree or charge all or her interests 

in the pipe lines and distribution system, excepting the well 

and such pipes as are located upon her own premises, to the con

sumers or to anyone who will assume the responsibility ot fur

nishing water to tbe community. To date none ot the consumers 
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have been Willing to accept this offer. Under such unfortunate. 

circumstances there is no course open to this Commission other 

than to relieve applicant herein ot her ex1sting public uti11ty 

obligations and dut1es. 

As a remedy tor the water problem of th1s commun1ty 

wh1ch has been critical tor several years last past, it 1s sug

gested that the citizens or Mission San ~ose !or.m either a county 

water works d1atr1ct as is provided tor under and by virtue ot 

the laws ot the sta~e or California or organ1ze a co-operative 

or mutual water company to make ava1lable, as tar as poss1·ble, 

an adequate and satistactory water system tor the town. The 

evidence presented here1n 1ndicates that the present water secured 

from Gallegos 1s both temporary in dependabi11ty and insut!1c1ent 

in ~ant1ty and that a water supply trom Irvington at this time 

presents the best and most encouraging solut1on other than 1nd1-

v1dual wells tor each consumer. 

In v1ew ot the tact that th1s applicant has not in taot 

actually been delivering water to her consumers since Apr1l or 

this year, author1ty to discont1nue public utility service will 

be granted etfective thirty (30) days from and atter the date of 

th1S Order upon the giv1ng or due notice thereof to ind1vidual 

consumers and by publication by app11cant prior to such date o! 

notice of her intent so to do in a newspaper or general circula

tion in and 1n the vic1nity or Mission San 10se. 

ORDER 
---~-

Application as ent1tled above having been tiled with 

this Commission b1 Rose Telles ask1ng for author1ty to d1seon-
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tinue public utility water service heretofore rendered by her 

to consumers in and in the vicinity ot the Town or Mission San 

Jose, Alameda County, a public hearing having been held thereon, 

the matter haviXlg be\~n 8ubmi tted and the Commission baing now 

tully advised in the premises, now therefore 

Xl' IS HEREBY ORDEEED that Rose Telles be and she is 

hereby authorized to discontinue, within thirty (30) days rrom 

the date of this Order, the further deliveries of water as a 

public utility to her consumers in and in the vicinity or Mission 

san Jose, Alameda County, and thereafter stand relieved of all 

further obligat1ons and 11~bi11ties in connection thereWith, sub

jec~ ~o the t~lloWing terms ~d conditions: 

1. Within twenty (20) days from and atter the 
date of this Order, said Rose Telles shall 
notity in writing each and every consumer 
formerly served by her as of the first ~ 
or March, 1931, or her intention to d1scon
tinue water service as authorized above and 
said Rose Telles shall tile with this Com
mission, within thirty (30) days !rom the 
date of this Order, a certified statement 
that she has caused such notice to be duly 
given as required above. 

2. Within twenty (20) days from and after the 
date or this Order said Rose Telles shall 
cause to be published once in a newspaper 
or general circulation in and in the 
vicinity of Miss10n San Jose a notice or 
her intention to discontinue service on 
the date herein authorized and said Rose 
Telles shall tile VIi th this Commission, 
within thirty (30) days from the date ot 
this Order, a certified statement that 
she has caused said not1ce to be published 
as required above. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order 
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shell be twenty (20) days t~ and atter the date hereo~ 

Datod a.t San Fl:-aIlc1.sco, Co.llrOr.c.la, thls .:z.J - c'ay or 

r~~ar/.&=:t( , 1931. 
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