Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the Application of

The People of the State of Califormis,
on relation of the Department of Publice
Works, for an order authorizing the
construction of a erossing at separated
grades of the State Highway and the
tracks of the Cemtral Pacific Railroad
and/or the Southern Pacific Railroad
near Towle, Placexr County.

Applicatiorn No. 17660.
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Frank B. Durkee, for applicant.
Roy G. Hillebrund, for Southern Pacific

Company.
Charles A. Glesendorfer, for Board of

Supervisors of Placer Comnty.
BY THE COMMISSION:
CEINION
In this proceeding the People of the State of Califormia,
on relation of the Department of Public Works, Division of High-
ways, request permission to comstruct a state highway at separated
grades under the double-track main line (Ogden Route) of Scuthern

racific Company in the vicinity of Towle, Placer Comnty,California.

A public hearing was held in this matter before
Exeminer Johson at Auburn, on November 5, 1931.

Applicant proposes to relocate the state highway between
Gold Run and Airport, Flacer County, a distance of approximately
eleven and one-~half miles, which will fnvolve crossing under the
Southern Pacific Company's main line track near Towle.

Southern Pacific Company's main line (Ogden Route) .
Tuns between Gold Run and Towle, passing through Dutch Flat and
Alta. The present route of the state highway now crosses from the
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qu' ".

south side of the tracks to the north or a wooden overktead bridge

(Crossing No. £-152,0-4) about one-half mile west of Gold Rum,
thence continues easterly through Gold Run for approximately two
miles where it crosses‘to the south side of the railroad at
grede (Crossing No. 4-153,9). Continuing on, it again crosses
the railroad at grade in the vicinity of Alta (Crossing No.
A=156.4) and from this point it extends easterly, north of the
railroad, to Alrport and beyond. All of the above 1s shown on
Sheet 1 of Ixhidit )1 filed in this proceeding.

The present highway has many shaTp curves, &s well as
steep grades. The proposed relocation is to the south of the
reilroed for the entire distance from a2 point west of the wonden
overbhead bridge to the proposed subway at Towle and has relatively
long radius curves and moderate grades. When the new highway is
constructed, it will atiract all through traffic from the present
highway and the need for the three crossings for that class of
traffic will cease. That part of the old highway between Dutch
Flat and a point east of Towle will continue to be needed for
locel traffic between these towns and the crossing at grade at
Alta (Crossing Nod-lS56.4) canmot reasonably be eliminated.

The overhead crossing west of and the grade crossing
east of Gold Run will not be needed foxr either local or throughk
vehicular traffic,due to the fact that a local road crosses the
railroad at Gold Rum Station (Crossing No. 4-152.6), waich will
be connected to the new highwéy, giving the people'living north
of the railroad a direct outlet to the new highway.

| An objection was raised to the closing of these two

crossings on the grounds that the old road should remain open in




this locality for the purpose of driving live stock and, further-
more, the overhead crossing should remain open for school children
to reach the school house, whick Is located north of the tracks

and onmly a relatively short distance from this ¢rossing. Testimony
indicated that the total enrollment of the school was eight
children, only o few of whom ¢xross the railroad.

It was suggested that the o0ld highway be left open for
the driving of cattle and sheep and thus Keep them away from the
new highway for a distance of about two miles. Stock are trailed
through this territory only for about one moﬂth in the spring and
for about one month in the late fall. In moving stock over the
¢ld road, it would continue to involve their crossing the railroad
at two locations, whereas, if they are moved along the route of
the new highway, these two crossings would be eliminated. The
record Iin this proceeding indicates that this stock movement does
not sufficiently justify the continued maintenance of these two

(TOSOIRES Vath the sveendant bazaxds.

No repreaentativés of elither the school distriot or the
cattlemen appeared at the hearing, although they were both notified.

The overhead timber structure was consiructed in 1917
and will require continuous maintenance and, in the near future,
will need renewing if kept open to travel. One femily lives
adjacent to and north of the grade crossing east of Gold Rum. On
the opposite side of this crossing, applicant proposes to construct
a connection with the new highway for the use of the 1oéal people
living in and about Dutck Flat., For the one family mentioned
above, it will be necessary to maintaln this crossing@gof their

use onl&?to reach either Dutch Flat or the new highway.
The record shows that applicant and Southerm Pacific

Company have agreed on the apportiomment of cost of the grade‘
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separation herein Involved. Said agreement will de filed with
this Commission when executed.

It appears from a review of the evidence that public
converience and necessity Justify the granting of this applica-
tion and that the woodem overhead c¢rossing and the crossing at
grede in the vicinity of Gold Rum should bBe ¢losed to public use
and travel and it will be so ordered.

ORDER

A public hearing having beenr had bdefore Examiner Johnson
and the matter heving been submitted, |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that The People of the State of
Californic, on relation of the Depariment of Public Works, Division
of Elghways, are heredy authorized to construct a state highway
known as Road III-Pla-37-D at separated -grade under the main line
track (Ogden Route) of Southerm Pacific Company in the vicinity of
Towle,'County of Placer, State of Californis, at the location as
shown by the map (Exhidbit ™A"™) attached to the application, subject

%o the following éonditions:

(1} The above crossing shall be identified as Cross-
1118 NO - -&-157 . 4—3-

(2) The entire expense of constructing and thereafter
maintaining said undergrade crossing in good and
first-class condition chall be borne iIn accordance
with the terms of am agreement t© de entered into
between applicant and Southern Paciflic Comparny. A
certified copy of said agreement shall de filed with
this Cormission within one hundred twenty (120) days
after the dete hereof. Should said agreement not

- de filed within the above time and Lfurther time
not be granted by subsequent order, said costs will
be apportioned by supplemental order herein.

Said crossing shall bde constructed with clearances
conforming to0 the provisions of our General Order
No. 26=C.

Prior to the beginning of actual comstructiom of the
erossing herein authorized, applicent shall file with
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this Commission a certified copy of an appropriate
ordinsnce or resolution, duly and regularly passed,
Instituting all necessary steps to legally abandon
and effectively close the existing overhesd ¢ross-
ing located west of Gold Run Station and designated
as Crossing No. A-152.0-A and the crossing at grade
located east of Gold Run and designated as Crossing
No. A=153.9. TUpon the completior of the crossing
herein authorized and upon the opeming of the new
highway between Gold Run and Towle to public use and
travel, said Crossings No. A-152.0-4 and No. A=153.9
shall be legally adandoned and effectively closed to
public use and travel.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion
of the Installation of sald crossing and of its
compliance with the conditions hereof.

The suthorization herein granted shall lapse and bde-

come vold if not exercised within one (1) year from

the date hereof unless further time is granted dy

subsequent order.

The authority herein granted shall become effective on
the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californie, this gzé:ZZZigay

of November, l193l.
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