
BEFORE TEE RAIlROAD cOt.m[!SSION OF TEE STATE OF C.U,IFOBN'IA.. 

) 

~ 
1n the matter ot the Application ot 

) 
) 

The People or the State or Calito~nia, 
on relation ot the Department or Public 
Works, tor an order authorizing the 
construction o~ a crossing at sep~rated 
grades or the Sta. te Highway and the 
tracks ot the Central Pac1fic Railroad 
and/or the Southern Pacific Railroad 
near Xowle, Placer County. 

) Application No. 17650. 
) 
) 
) ,.~. 

) m~rr:"\ '7' ~;:'>.. ) !f!jj /.b// i. I,':'d/n," r., ~~ n ----------------- · ~~ab!.( n I~,~ ~t t'l 

Frank B. Durkee, tor applicant. 
Roy G. E1llebrand, tor southern Pac1~1c 

Company. 
Charles A. G1esendor1"er, for Bosrd or 

Stlperv1sors ot Pla:eer COWlty. 

BY' TEE COMMISSION': 

OPINIOl{ ----...-- ... -

.~~,t.J.;}1t ,. ! ~ 
, . 12~·f.,{,. M!J... 

In this proceed.1ng the People ot the State or California, 

on relat10n or the Department or Public Works, D1vision ot High-

ways, request per.miss~ to construct a state h1ghway at separated 

grades under the double-track main line (Ogden Route) ot Southern 

PaCific Company in the v1c~1t.1 or Towle, Place~ County, California. 

A public hearing was held 1n this matter before 
Exe.m1ner .Johnson at J~u'burn, on November 5, 1.93.1. 

Applicant proposes to relo·cate the state highway between 

Gold Run and Airport, Placer COtrtlty, a distance of approx1mately 

eleven and one-halt miles, wh1ch. Will :tnvolve cross1ng under the 

Southern Paci~1c Co~anyrs ma1n line track near Towle. 

Southern Paci~ic CompOll7"s main line (Ogden Routel 

runs between Gold Run and Towle, passing through Dutch Flat and. 

A1ta. The present route or the state highway now crosses :t.rcm. the 
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southside o~ the tracks to the north on a wooden overhead bridge 

(Crossing No. A-15Z.0-A) about one-half' mUe west ot Gold Run, 

thence conttnues easterly through Gold Run for approximately two 

m1les where it crosses to the so·uth s1de ot the railroad. at 

grade (Cross~g No. A-153.9). ConttnU1ng on, it aga1n erosses 

the railroad at grade 1n the v1c1n1~ o~ Alta (Crossing' No. 

A-156.4) and from. this pomt it extends easterly, north ot the 

railroad, to A1r;p'ort and beyond. All ot' the above 1s shown on 

Sheet 1 or Exhibit 1 filed in this proceeding. 

The present h1ghway has many sharp curves, as well as 
steep grades. The proposed reloc~t1on 1s to the south ot the 

railroad tor the entire d1stance trom a point west or the wo,)den 

overhead br1dge to the proposed subway at Towle and has rela'~iveJ.y 

long radius curves and moderate gxades. When the new highn:y is 

constructed, it w1ll attract all through tratfic trom the present 

highway and the need tor the three crossings for that class or 

tratt1c w1l1 cease. Tl:lat part ot the old highway between Dutch 

Flat and a point east ot TOwle w1ll oontinue to be needed tor 

locel trattic between these towns and the crossing at grade at 

Alta (Crossing NO..6,..J.56.4) cannot reasonablY' 'be el:1m:1nated. 

The overhead crossing west of and the grade crossing 

east or Gold Run will not be needed tor e1 ther 10 calor thI'Ough 

vehicUlar trattic, due to the tact that a local road crosses the 

railroad at Gold Run Station (Crossing No. A-152.6), m,1ch will. 

be connected to the new highway, g1ving the people liVing nor~ 

or the railroad a direct outlet to the new highway. 

All objection was raised to the c~os1ng or these two 

crossings on the grounds that the old road sho'tlld remain open in 
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this 10eal..1ty 1'o!' the purpose of dr1ving live stock and, further-

more, the overhead cross1ng shoulct remain. open for school children 

to reach the school house, wh1ch. is located north 01: the tracks 

and. onl.y' a rela ti vely short d1 stance from th1 s crossing. Testimony 

indicated that the total en.~llment or the school was eight 

ohildren, onlY a rew ot wh~ cross the railroad. 

It was suggested that the old highway be lett open for 

the driving ot cattle and. sheep and thus keep them sway tram the 

new highway tor a distance or about two miles. Stock are tra1led 

through this terri tory only for about one month in the spring and 

tor a.bout one month in the Ie te fall. In mov1ng stock over the 

old road, it would continue to 1n~olve the1r crossing the ra1lroad 

at two locat1ons, whereas, it they are moved along the route 01: 

the new highway, these two crossings would be eliminated. The 

record in this proceeding indica tas the. t this stock movement does 

not surric1ently just11~ the continued maintenance ot these two 

No repreeentative~ or either the sohoo~ d1str~ot or ~he 

cattlemen a:p:peare,i at the hearing, although they were both notified. 
The ove'l'heao. t1m.'l>e:r st-ru'Cture was construQ.ted 1n 1917 

and w1l2 require contlauous ma1ntenanee and, in the near tuture, 

w1~ need renewing i~ kept open to travel. One t~y lives 

adjacent to and north of the grade crossing east or Gold Run. On 

the oppos1te side or this crossing, app~1eant proposes to construct 

a connection witb the new h1ghway for the use or the local people 

living 1n and about Dutch Flat. For the one ta.m11y mentioned 

above~ it will be necessary to maintain this erosS1ng{ro~ their 

use Onl.ry to reach e1 ther Dutch Flat or the new highway. 

The record shows that applicant and Southern Pac1t'1c 

Company have agreed On the apportionment or cost or the grade 
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separation herein involved. 
this Commission when executed. 

Said agreement will be filed with 

It appears tro.m. a review o"r the evidence that public 

conv~1enee an~ necessity just1ty the granting o"r this applica-

tion and tba. t the wood.en overhead crossing and. tbe cross1ng at 

grade in the vicinity ot Gold Run should be closed to public use 

an~ travel an~ it will be so ordered. 

ORDER ____ 1IiIIIII!> 

A public hearing having been had. betore EXuminer ~ohnson 

and the matter having been submi ttedJ' 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that The Peopl e 01: the Sta te ot 

California, on relation ot the Department or Public Works, Division 

ot Elghways, are hereby authorized. to construct a state highway 

known as Road III-Pla-37-D at separated "grade tm.der the main line 
'track (Ogden Route J ot Southern Pac1tie Company in the Vicin1ty ot 

Towle, Coun~ ot Placer, state ot California, at the location as 

shown by the map (Exhibit ~A~) attached to the application, subject 

to the rollowing condi t1ons: 

(l) 

(z) 

(3) 

(4) 

The above crossing shall be id.ent1ried as Cro.s.s-
ing No. A-157.4-E. 

~e entire expense o~ constructing and therearter 
ma1nte,1n1ng said undergrade crossing in good and 
ttrst-elass condition shall be borne 1n accordance 
with the terms ot an agreement to be entered into 
between app11can t and Sou. thern Pac 1:t 1 c Company. A 
certified COPT ot said agreement shall be riled with 
this Commission w1thin one hundred twenty (120) days 
atter the dete hereo"r. Should said agreement not 
be :CUed wi thin the above time and !'Urther time 
not be granted by subsequent order, said costs wUl 
be apportioned by supplemental order here1n~ 
Said crossing shall be constructed with clearances 
conforming to the provisions o"r our General Order 
No. 26-C. 

Prior to the beg1nning or actual construction ot the 
oross1ng herein au.thorized, applicant shall :rile with 
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this Commission a certified copy ot an appropriate 
ordinance or resGlution, duly and regularly passed, 
instituting all necessary steps to legally abandon 
and e~ectivelY close the existing overhead cross-
ing located west o~ Gold Run Station and designated 
as Crossing No. A-15Z.0-A. and: the crossing at grade 
located east or Gold Run and designated as crossing 
No. A-153.9. Upon the completion of the erossing 
he.re1:a. author1 zed. and upon the 01'eJ:Idng 01' the new 
highway between Gold Run and Towle to public use and 
travel, said Crossings No. A-152.0-A and No. A-153.9 
snell be legally abandoned and effectively closed to 
pUb~1c use and travel. 

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (SO) days thereafter, 
not1ty this Co:mm.1 ::sion, in wri t1ng, of the comple,t1on 
or the installation o-r said crossing and or its 
compliance with the conditions hereof. 

(~) ~e authorization here~ granted shall lapse and be-
come void it not exercised wi th1n one (1) year trom. 
the ~ate hereot unless turther t~e is granted by 
subsequent order. 

The author1t~ herein granted shall become etfective on 
the date hereot. 

Dated VLt San Franc1sco, Ca11to,rn1a, this ,;;dday 

01: November, 1931. 
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