
BEFORE THE RAILROAD CQ!12':ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

---000---

In the Matter or the Applioation ) 
o! the County or ventura for an ( 
Order authorizing Southern Pacific ) 
Company to grant an Easement to ( 
said County across the Track and ) Application No. 17356. 
right of way of said company, and ( 
tor an Order authorizing certain ) 
improvenents to be m~de at said ( 
crossing near Moorpark in said ) 
County. ( 
----------------------------) 

Burton L. Rogers, Deputy District Attorney, 
for Applicant. 

Henry W. Eobbs, tor Southern Pacific Company, 
Protestant. 

OPINION 

,.,,'-"'\ 

In this application the County 0'[ Venture. req,uests 

authority to make certain improvements at crossing or los Angeles 

Avenue with tracks 01' Southern Pacific Company in the viCinity 

ot ~oorpark, County of Ventura. A public hearing was conducted 

at ventu=a by Examiner Handford on November 10, 1931. 

Los Lngeles Avenue, easterly from Moorpark, is located 

on the northerly si~e of the main coast line track or the 

Southern Pacific Company. It orosses the track et the crossing 

involved in this proceeding and then extends easterly parallel 

and adjacent to the zouther1y side ot the railroad right of 

way. East o~ the crossing the highway is paved with a 20-toot 

concrete pavement with an 8-toot shoulder, while west of the 

crossing the ?resent ?avement is cut l6 feet 1~ W1~y~, wl~h 
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earth shoulders of varying widths. The County proposes to 

reconstruct the pavement on the west side ot the crossing 

to the same width as on the easterly side. The present 

plank crossing with the rails provides a roadway approximately 

20 teet in width and it the improvements proposed by the County 

are carried out it Will be necessary to extend this crossins 

to conform with the pro~osed width ot the pavement and Shoulders. 

The County's plans tor improving .this crossing, as 

shown by the m~ps ~ttached to the application, contemplate 

elevating the track at the crossing and making considerable 

changes in the approach grades. It was stated that this raise 

was proposed ~t the request ot Southern Pacific Compcny in order 

to provide for future ballast renewals. 

At the hearing, a witness for Southern Pncific Company 

stated that no change in the elevation or the rails was 

ne:essary tor any purpose ot the railro~d company and the 

County Engineer stated that the present gr~de line ot the high-

way was satisfactory to the County. Both parties agreed, how-

ever, it would be necessary to widen the crossing, move the 

cattle guards and winG rences, and to change the location or 

a w1gwag which is installed tor the protection or this crossing. 

It appears to the Commission desirable that the applica-

t10n should be granted, w1th the modification, however, that 

no change be made in the present elevation or the rails or in 

the h1ghway approach gredes. 

With respect to the division or cost of the proposed 

improve~ents) it appears that the County does not object to 

paYins tor the additional width of pavement, but reels that 

the moving··' of' the wigwag should be underte.ken by the Southern 

Paci~ic Company. TAis wigwag is located on the northerly side 

of the track on the right hand side o~ the highway, adjacent 

to that section of the road which has not yet been improved. 



cated for tho ,~otQction 0:[' tho srade c~oc8ins as it then oxisted. 

7110 :::-c.ilroc.c. ccr. tCl".c.s t:1Cl. t 1 \'.'1 th the widoninG of t~o roc.d'iTo.y to the 

east of the cr~s8ins) the vehiculer traffic has followod lines en-

C!'oo.c:1intS on t~lQ ·;:izw8.C 1 ~·::1icl~ 118.8 resulted in c.ccl dents on 'l;l11'ee 

p:::-oYGcl :liC;:w,ruy (;cljacont theroto will, in tilO interest of so.foty, 

!"equ1romontc 01' tl:c Co:;.r;;.ission~:J Concro.l Or<lcr :';0. 75. In "!ierT of 

vrc.s p~oporly locc.toO, is brou::ht l~bout 0.8 c. result of widonins the 

CO-:;'::1.':Y ~11Sh; .... c.y c.::c. :;'c) i:: fs.ct, :::.n inc ic'cr ... tc:.l p:::.rt of tho. t irnprove-

:lent, ! t cppcc.rs tl1C.t t::o count:,.-" :::~hould boar tl".() Gx:pen.se of such 

rclocc.tio::.. 

T:1C type 01' conctruction rocor.1Tll0no.cd for tho cro ssine is 

tirr.n t€d to co ct ,:~2'76., b.cluclin: t:10 :pJ:'e:pc.ra t ion of' the trc.ck. In 

a~~ortionine the cost or this work, it appears that the railroad 

,.tc::t'J.ro. sho'..llcl bcc.J:' th() co::.:t of tlll;; ::l<lCi tion::'.l !,I).V01~:.ont.. The e;c-

:9c~se 0-:: :J:ovinC t:-:e en ttlc ::::UQ!'<l~ 8.nc. ",vine: ~enC0~ chould be borne 

Ol~DER --- --

';:ide:: c, crossinG of tl-;.c County Roed., kno'.vr ... e.G :::'0::: l~nGelo:;; ..:~~vcnue, 

v:i th tho tr8.c:-;: of Sout~'lorn?o.ci:ric Compc.ny in t:'l.C vic ini ty of !f.oor-

:p,~rr: ,Coun ty of' Vc:::' ... tu~) e public hcc.rlnG:: hc..vinS been held end tl'l.c 

.::0. ttcr be inc duly ::;ub::.i ttod 2.ncl now rCQdy for 

IT IS i~ill1::BY O~D:i.::.L,:\:C;D t;1at tho Boere. of' Supervisors of 

Ycr.t1;.ra County be 8.'\;.'tl;,orizc~ to 7:idon ::;aid crossinG in o.ceordc.nce 
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w1th the plans attached to the application in so tar es they 

appertain to the width of the cro::;s1ng, subject to the follow1ng 
condit1ons: 

(1) The above crossing shall be identified as Cross1ng 
No. E-429. 6. 

(2) TAe rails of tAC track 0: the Southern ?acitic 

Co~~any shall remain at the present elevation. 
(3) TAe crossing shall b)e constructed or a width or not 

loss than thirty-six (36) feet and With grades of 

approach not greater then those at present eXisting; 

shall be construoted eQual or superior to type shown 

as Standard No.3 in this COmmission's General Order 

No. 72; shell be protected by a Standard No. 1 

crossinG Sign, as specified in this COm=ission's 

Ge~eral Order No. 75, and shall in every way be made 

suitable for the passeee thereon o~ vehicles and 
other road traffic. 

(4) The ~lgwag which is now installed at said crOSSing 

shall be moved to a location :contOrm.1ng w1t]:). the 

require~ents of this CommiSSion's General Order No. 75. 
(S) Southern Pacific Company shall, at its own ex~ense, 

prepare the track tor the installation or the additional 

width o~ pavement. If it is to~d necessary to re-

const!'uct the existinG crossing to provide a crossing 

e~ua1 or superior to Standard No. 3 of the Commission'S 

General Order No. 75 the expense or such reconstruct~on 
or the existing crossing shall be borne by Southern 

Pac1tic Company. Southern Pacific Company Shall bear 

all expense in connection with mOVing wing fences and 

cattle guards outSide o'! t·l1e highway. T'.ae County of' 

Ventura shall bear all other eA~ense in connection 

With the wid.ening ot 'the crossing. The cost of ma1n-

4. 



tenance or tn~t ~ortion ot said cross1ns 

outside of lines two (2) teet ou.tside ot the 

outside rails sh~ll be borne by applicant. 

The ~intenance of that portion ot the cross1ng 

between linez two (2) fect outside or the outside 

rails shall be borne by the Southern ?ac1tie 

Com~any. 

(6) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereatter, 

notify this Commission, in writing, of the oom~le

tion ot the installation ot sa1d crossing and or 

its compliance with the oonditions hereo:. 

(7) The authorization heroin granted shall lapse and 

oecome void if not exercised within one (1) year 
~ro~ the dato hereo~ unless turther time is granted 

by subsequent order. 

(8) The Commission reserves the risht to make such 
other and further orders relative to the location, 
construction, operation, maintenance and proteotion 

or said crossing as to it may seem right and proper 

and to revoke its permission it, in its judgment, 
public convenienco and neoessity demand such act1on. 

The autho=ity herein granted shall become etfective on 

the date hereo!. 
,if~ Da"ted e. t San Francisco, California, this h --- daY' o"r 

December, 1931. 
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