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.. .. .' '.,( 1 \ Decision No., __ ,'_,-! ___ , .... ' '_"_-__ • 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD CO~SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

-----------------------------) 
In the Matter ot the Application or 
EAST BAY MOTOR COACH LINES, LTD., a 
corporation, tor authority to install 
and operate a motor coach line in the 
C1 ty ot Berkeley, County ot: Alameda, 
State ot California. 

>-) 
) 
) Application No. 17790. 
) 
) 

In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
EAST BAY STREET RAILWAYS, LTD., a ) 
corporation, tor an order authoriz1ng ) 
it to abandon a portion ot its rail ) 
serVlce on its No.3 Grove Street Line ) 
and remove the rails, ties and appurte-) Application No. 17791. 
nances north of Hearst Avenue in the } 
C1 ty ot Berkeley, County ot Alameda, ) 
State or California. ) 

-----------------------------) 
Chapman, Trete'then, Richards &. Chapman and 
Brobeck, Phleg-ar &. Harrison by 

Frank S. Richards tor Applicants, 
Fred C. Hutchinson, City Attorney, tor the 

City ot Berkeley, 
~ohn G. ~u:ry and Frank B. F1 teh, tor certain 

residents or Berkeley, Protestants. 

STEVENOT, COMMISSIONER: 

OPINION 
-~ ... --~~-

In the above entitled proceedings, author1ty is SOught 

to diseont1nue street ear operation on ,the Grove Street (No.3) 

line ot the East Bay Street Railways, Ltd., north or Hearst A~enue 

and operate a substitute bus service therefor by the East Bay Moto~ 

Coach Lines, Ltd. 
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A public hearing was held on these two proceedings at 

Berkeley on Nov~oer 27th, at whlch time the parties stipulated 

that the two applioations should be consolidated tor hearing and 

determination. The matters were submitted with the understanding 

that the parties would be attorded an opportunity to tile briefs 

it they so desired. Briefs or replies now have been received and 

the matter is ready tor decision. 

In Application No. 17791, the East Bay Street Railways, 

Ltd., seeks authority to discontinue street car operation and 

remove the tracks, wires and appurtenances on its Grove Street 

(No.3) line to the north ot Hearst Avenue, hereinatter described. 

:t appears that the City or Berkele7 has tiled its 

Resolution ot Intention to tmprove Oxford Street from Hearst 

Avenue to Rose Street, Rose Street tran Oxford Street to Spruce 

Street and Spruce Street between Rose street and Los Anseles 

Avenue. T.ne Grove Street line tollows along these streets pro

posed to 'be improved on its so'O.thbound movement between Los Atlge1es 

.. .' 
Avenue and Hearst Avenue. This paving improvement doe.s no~ in.olud.a 
that portion of the line tollowed by northboun~ mcv~ents or tne 

Grove Street line on Cedar Street betweon Oxrord and spruoo Stroet$ 

and on Spruee Street ~etweon Cedar and Rose Streets. 

This application is accompanied by a oOPY ot an agreement 
entered into between applicant and the C1ty or Berke~ey, ldentlt10d 

as ZXhlbl t No.~, which provi.des that the company 1s e.uthor1ze<1, 1n 

so tar as the City's consent is re~uired, to remove its tracks 

along the lines sought to be abandoned, such removal to be effected 



upon the receipt or written notiee !ran the City ot Berkeley. The 

agreement fUrther provides that the company shall restore the pave

ment in kind along that portion or the route not included in the 

paving proceedings. 

In Application No. 17790, the East Ba~ Motor Coaeh Lines, 

Ltd., proposes to estab11sh bus service to serve the district north 

or Hearst Avenue which heretorore has been served by the Grove 

Street car line which herein 1s proposed to be abandoned. 

In support or the granting ot these applications, it was 

urged that the proposed plan or rail abandonment and the substitu

tion ot bus service theretor wo~d, it put i~to ettect, result in 

proVid1ng reasonable and adequate means or public transportation 

tor the distr1ct involved, w1thout any change in the rate struet~e. 

There is noth1ng in this record to show that the proposed plan to 

abandon ra1l service and subst1t'ute bus operation Will, in any way, 

result 1n inadequate pub11c transportation 1n this seetion or the 

~~ 

The granting ot these applications, particularly the one 

relating to rail abandonment, was opposed by certain property owners 

adjacent to these rail lines. It 1s apparent that this protest 

is based primarily upon the question or relieving the company rrom 

the obligation or paving those port1ons or the streets along the 

tracks where the company, by the terms or the tranchises, is required 

to repave. The only question betore the Commiss1on is a question or 

serVice. The c1ty having inst1tuted proceedings tor the paVing or 

these streets and expressed its approval to the substitution or 
service thereon, I ~ or the opin1on that the applicat10ns to ettect 

these changes should be granted. 

With respect to the granting ot the application or the 

East Bay Motor Coach Lines, Ltd., although this part1cular operat1on 
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is wholly in the City of Berkeley, it 1s part or an 1nter-e1~ and 

inter-eoun~ operation and, therefore, will require the issuanoe o~ 

a certif1eate or public convenience and necessity pursuant to 

Seetion 50~ or the Public Utilities Act. 

In order that the eity may proceed with its plan or street 

tmproTement, the applicat10n tor rail abandonment should be authorized 

at this t~e, service on the rails ,to be diseont1nued eOinc1dent with 

the substitution or bus service. The author1ty to establish bus 

serviee will be issued by a ~:pplemental order in this proceed1ng, 

upon the pay,ment or the tea whieh is requ1red in said Seotion SCi 
or the Pub11e Utilities Aet. 

o R D E R --- .... -

.A. public hearing having been held and the matters haVing 

been submitted, 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that East Bay Street Railways, Ltd., 

1s hereby authorized to abandon street car serVice and remove its 

tracks and appurtenanoes thereto on that portion 01: 1 ts Grove 

Street No.3 L1ne north or Hearst Avenue, City or Berkeley, and 

more partieularly described as follows: 

"Beginning at Oxtord Street at the interseetion 
. or Hearst .A. venue, runn1ng northerly- el.ong Oxtord 
Street to Rose Street, on Rose Street easterly 
to S:p~ce Street, on Spruce Street northerly to 
Los Angeles Avenue, and on Spruce Street !rom 
Rose Street to Cedar Street and on Cedar Street 
rrom Spruce Street to Oxford Street," 

-provided, however, thet COincident with the abandonment of said 

street car serVice a substitute motor bus service shall be installed 

and operated by East Bay Motor Coach L1nes, Ltd., to serve the 

same terri tory. 

The Railroad Commission ot the State or California Hereby 
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Declares that public convenience and necesstty will, upon the aban

donment of street car service on the Grove Street No. 3 Line, as 
'. 

authorized above, re~uire tho operation by East Bay Motor CoaehLines, 

Ltd., or an automotive passenger stage serVice, tor the transportation 

o~ passengers within the C1t,y or Berkeley ~er the tollowtng route: 

"From University Avenue and Shattuck Avenue, north on 
-Shattuck Avenue to Hearst Avenue, East OIl. Hearst Avenue 
to Oxtord Street, north en Oxford Street to Rose Street, 
east on Rose Street to Spruce Street, north on Spruce 
Street to Los ~geles Avenue and return, south on . 
Spruce Street from Los Angeles Avenue to Rose Street, 
west on Rose Street to Oxford Street, south on ,Oxford 
Street to University Avenue, west on Un1versity Avenue 
to Shattuck Avenue." 

An appropriate certificate or public convenience and 

necessity will be issued by SUpplemental order in Applieation 

No. 17790, upon the payment or the tee as required by Seetion SOi 

or the :?ublic Utilities Aet. 

IT IS BEREBY FORTEER ORDERED that the authorization 
.. . . 

herein granted shall become void it not exereised within one (l) 

:year from the date hereot' unless further time 1s granted by sub

s.e~uell.t order. 

For all other purposes the etreet1ve date ot this order 

shall be twenty (20) days from the date hereof. 
. ,-

The foregoing opin1on and orde:r 1$ hereby approved and 

ordered tiled as the op1nion and order of the Railroad Commission 

of the State or .Calitor~1a. 

Dated at s~ FranCiSCO, California, this ____ ;_~ __ £'_~_~_. __ _ 
day of Decamber, 1931. 


