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In the matter of the applica‘gion ‘ L
of the City of San Fernandoe for
the comstruction of c¢rossing of Application No. 17411.
public street over Southerm Pacific
Company's tracks.

Mr. C. V. MacCament, City Attormey, for Applicent.
Mr. Clyde R. Moody, for interested citizens of
San Fernendo.
Mr. John R. Berrymanm, Jr., for Los Angeles County
. Grade Crossing Committee, Protestant.
Ire H. W. Hobbs, Attorney, for Southern Pacific
Company, Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

- OPINION

In this proceeding the City of San Fermendo requests
permission to comstruet Workmen Street at gradé across the tracks
of Southern Pacific Company ir said city.

A public hearing was held in this matter on November 19,
1931, before Examiner Handford in San Fernando, at which time the
netter was duly submitted. )

The main line track of Southemr Pacific Company (San
Joagquin Ve.liey Line) runs in a northwesterly and sou‘cheastei*ly
directiorn through San Fernendo. For the purxpose of this discussion,
1t w1l be assured that the tracks run north toward San Francisco
and south toward Los Angeles. |

The streets of San Fernando are laid out parallel t© and
av right angles to the rallroed. The mein north and south street

is San Fernando Road (Porter Avenue) » Tunning parallel to and two
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blocks west of the reilroad. The main east and west street 1is
Macley Averue, which crosses the railroed at grade near the
Southern Pacific Stetion at Sen Fernande. The business establish-
ments of the city are largely loceted along San Fernando Road,
both north and éouth of Maclay Avenue. The aree of the city east
of the railroasd is almost entirely residential, while that to the
west 1s both residential and business.

At present there are four crossings all at grade
across the rallroad in San Fernendo, from morth to south, as
follows:

Distance between
Street Crossing No. . Crossings

Hubbard Avexue B~461.0

_ 0.8 miles
Maclay Avenrue B~461.8 .
0.1 miles

Brend Roulevard  B~461.9 .
0.2 miles

Jessle Street B=46241

The proposed ¢rossing of Worlman Street 1s located
midwey between the Macley Avenue and Hubbard Avenue crossings.
Workmen Street is en eact and west street extending for a distance
of about .6 of a mile to the west of the track and for a distance
of about .4 of a mile through the east portion of the c¢ity.These
used sections are not now comnected as the street is not opened
between the railroad right-of-way and Second Street to the east
of the railroad, a distance of about 700 feet.

It is the proposal of epplicant to extend Workman
Street east across the railroad to First Street, = distance of

approximately 200 feet, and improve'First Street south of Workman

Street, all of which is shown on = map of the City of San Fernando

and filed in this procceding as Exhibit No.Z2.
In support of the application, applicant produced testi-

mony to show thet the additional crossing was necessary o relieve

-Ze




the congestion at the thlaf Avenue crossing and also offer & by-
pass when other crossings in the city were blocked dy itrains;
furthermore, due to the fact that the Fire Department and Police
Depertment are both located east of the raiiroad and the important
business district is located along Sen Fernando Road west of the
railroad, the additional crossing at Workman Street ls necessary
t0 facllitate the operations of these two departments.

In applicant's Exhibit No. 1 are shown the results of
a traffic check takenm at the llaclay Avenue crossing as follows:

Autos Trucks Pedestrians

Nov.l4 (Saturday) 3,534 S08 1,172
Nov. 17(Tuesday). 3,693 495 1,109

fhe testimony also shows that an average of fram 22 to
24 trains pass through San Fermando daily, of which 12 are reguler
Passenger trains. Applicant contended that due to the fact trains
stopping at San Fernando; both passenger and freight, block the
Maclay Avenue crossing, thae Workman Street crossing would provide
e by-pass at such times as the Maclaey crossing is blocked.

The granting of the application to comstruct Worlkman
Street over the main line and passing track of Southerm Pacific
Company was opposed by both the Los Angeles County Grade Crossing
Committee and the raillroad oa the ground that sufficient crossings
ere novw in use in San Fermando to reasonbly meet the convenience
and necessity of the travelling public. The Company pointed out
that the existing pessing track will accommodate a train of 76 cars
between Maclay Avemue and the north switche In the event that the
Workman Street crossing is constructed; most of the freight trains
taking slding here would have to be cut for that crossing and for
train lengths approaching 76 cars, the train would have to be cut
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at both the Macley Avenue and Workman Street crossings, whick

would result in the blocking of both crossings for considerable
time while the train was again belng coupled and moving to the
mein line.

After carefully considering the record in tbis Proceed=
1ns, it is avparenx that the opening of Workmam Street, as proposed
hereiﬁ, would be accompanied by both advantages and disadvantages
%o the public anéd the railrosd to the effect that in some cases
frefght trains whick now clear the Maclay Avenue crossing, wiriech
is the most important crossing in the city, would block this high-
way, if trains were c¢ut at Workman Street. On the other hand, B
the opening 0T the crossing would afford Some convexience to accome
modate cross-town itraffic between the north poriion of the city
cast and west of the track. The rellroad operations natprally would
be samewkat adversely affected by the opening of the pProposed cross-
ing over {ts main lime and frequently used passing trock. It is
concluded, after welghing the verious elements presentedqd, that
applicant has falled to show that public convenience and necessity
Justify the granting of the application for a new crossing over this
lmportent high speed railroad with 1ts attendant hazards. It is
therefore concluded that the application should be dented,

4 pudlic hearing having been held om this proceeding
and the matier having been submitted,




IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled appli-
cation be and the same Is heréby dexzied. y

Dated at Sam Framcisco, Californis, this 2F<~  day
of Decexbexr, 1931.
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